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The Limestone Coasts features 

opportunity to visit two world-
renowned Ramsar sites - the 
Coorong and Bool Lagoon.

These wetlands are home to a 

thousands of migratory waders, 
providing them with essential 

drought refuge during summer. 

birds in the Coorong are 

19 at Goolwa. 

Take the self-guided walk over Bool 
Lagoon. The boardwalk, extending 
500 metres over the wetlands, gives 
you the opportunity to 'walk on water'. 

northern Australia, are perhaps the 

birds that visit this area.

of 
the wetlands,

Protecting our wetlands 
through Ramsar
In 1971, delegates from 145 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 

with 62 other sites in Australia. Australia 

Japan and China.

You can help reduce your impact on 
this delicate environment by following 
the National Parks Code (see page 3).

The Tattler
      FREE Edition 12

Coastal Parks of the Limestone Coast
The Department for Environment and Heritage is pleased to offer 
The Tattler as your personal guide to some wonderful coastal parks.

www.environment.sa.gov.au

Join us from the historic river port of Goolwa 
for a cruise into the Coorong National Park.

Mondays & Thursdays 41/2 hour cruise
Wednesdays & Sundays 6 hour cruise

Pick up service from the CBD Adelaide to each cruise

B o o k i n g s  e s s e n t i a l

Telephone: (08) 8555 2203
Website: www.coorongcruises.com.au

Cruise includes: 
• Lunch • guided walks 

• Murray Mouth • birdwatching

Cruise into the 
Coorong National Park

with 

‘Spirit of the Coorong’ Cruises
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Keeping our future alive

Drive with Care in your 4WD

Looking after your parks

Safe driving - if you are unsure, don't go!

Drivers should take extreme care

Licence and registration please!
Department for Environment and Heritage reserves 

Driving on beaches

the park.

If you get bogged
There are some basic guidelines:

your tyres

•  try reversing over your wheel marks

•  keep your wheels in a straight line

Protecting a vulnerable species
The ocean beach track north of Tea Tree Crossing in 
the Coorong National Park is closed to vehicles from 
24 October to 24 December each year.

This closure is to protect the Hooded Plover (Thinornis 
rubricollis), listed as a vulnerable bird species under 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1972.

Protecting our Dynamic Coastal Dunes

large swales in the dune system.

Vehicles ‘off track’

the vegetation.

Sandboarding

PENALTIES:
penalty of $1000.

Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae Godfreys Landing
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•  Wear sturdy shoes, hat 

and follow the markers.

•  Inform a responsible person 
of your proposed route and 

have appropriate wet 

Trails offer visitors an opportunity 
to delight in the many wonders of 
the natural world. 

Walk Safely

EASY
• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

WALK

HIKE
MODERATE
• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose, 

uneven base
• average level of fitness

Leave No Trace Australia
Respect the environment with your recreation

For more information visit the website www.lnt.org.au

The National Parks Code
Help protect your national parks by following these guidelines:

•  Leave your pets at home.

•  Take your rubbish with you.

fuel or gas stoves.

•  Camp only in designated areas.

•  Keep our wildlife wild. Do not feed 
or disturb animals, or remove 
native plants.

Thank you for leaving the bush in its natural state for the 
enjoyment of others.

Keeping our future alive

Fox Baiting
Reducing the impact of predators on our wildlife 

ensure our native wildlife get a fair go. We do this by using 

throughout the year.

Park Signs
Information is provided in all parks. We ask your 
cooperation in observing park regulations which have 
been designed to ensure that you enjoy your visit while 
helping to conserve our natural environment.

Meningie
08 8575 1411

Cabins & Sites with Lake Frontage

Lake Albert 
Caravan Park

Lake Albert 
Caravan Park
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Camping
Camp-site 

Self-reg. Water
2WD Small 

Caravan 
Toilets

Boat Walking 
trails

Coorong NP

Barker Knoll

Godfreys Landing

Salt Creek

Loop Road

Tea Tree Crossing

Chinamans Well

Old Coorong Road

Butcher Gap CP

Little Dip CP

Big Dip Lake

Stony Rise 

The Gums

Long Gully

Freshwater  Lake

Beachport CP

Woolley Lake

Facilities Guide

Facilities guide continued on page 5.

Morning and afternoon teas
Refreshments
Light lunches 

Open 10.30 am to 3.30 pm
Phone (08) 8575 1789

THE CHAMBERS
14 Princes Highway, Meningie

COORONG COTTAGE 
INDUSTRIES

Quality locally 
produced crafts, 

art, pottery, home 
produce, woodwork 

and more

OPEN EVERY DAY
except Christmas Day

Phone (08) 8575 1770

ALBERTS COFFEE SHOP

Keeping our future alive

While travelling through the Coorong, 
why not stay in modern comfort at the 
Lake Albert Motel? Situated right in 
the centre of town, with air-conditioned 
units and a a la carte, fully licensed 
restaurant, it is a wonderful place to base 
yourself while touring the Coorong.

During your stay do not miss the 
opportunity to sample fresh Coorong 
mullet – a delightfully tasty fish. Also 
while you are there, why not look at 
the aerial photograph of the Coorong 
National Park, the Murray Mouth and 
environs?

Meningie, with its lake, golf course, 
bowling and sailing clubs, is an 
enjoyable and exciting place to holiday.

For information and bookings contact:

LAKE ALBERT MOTEL
Princes Highway

Meningie SA 5264
Phone (08) 8575 1077 

Fax (08) 8575 1780

LAKE ALBERT MOTEL
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Canunda NP

Cape Buffon

Boozy Gully

Coola Outstation

Cape Banks

Lake Frome CP

Douglas Point CP

Dingley Dell CP

Ewens Ponds CP

Piccaninnie
Ponds CP

Bool Lagoon GR

Camping
Camp-site 

Self-reg. Water
2WD Small 

Caravan 
Toilets

Boat Walking 
trails

Fire Ban Districts
•Upper South East

•Lower South East 

- Bool Lagoon GR

Please Note

‘Total Fire Ban’.

of ‘Total Fire Ban’.

Penalties

Facilities guide continued from page 4.

Fire Danger 
Season

Usually 1 November to 
30 April. Check CFS hotline 
1300 362 361.

Total Fire Bans

danger season and apply for 24 
hours, from midnight to midnight the 

on radio and television and are 
printed in the morning press. Be 
aware that if extreme weather 

suddenly, a ‘Total Fire Ban’

morning of the ban.

Non-Fire 
Danger 
Season 

Usually 1 May to 
31 October

remember: 

timber and the habitats of small 

kindling and wood.

any vegetation.

water or other extinguishing 

Camping

them are well-worn and 

are able to provide you with a permit. 
Self-registration stations are also 

park visitors.

Keeping our future alive
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Piccaninnie Ponds CP

The Chasm and peer into the dark depths. 

under pressure has eroded a weakness in the limestone to 

Snorkelling Permits
Snorkel permits are issued to any individual on an annual or 
single snorkel basis.

Diving Permits

Divers 

Dive and Snorkel time slots 
(SA time)

of two and a maximum of four persons per diving or 
snorkelling group is allowed. Therefore, up to eight persons 

time slots. You must be out of the water before your time 
slot expires. A maximum of two dives or snorkels per person 
are allowed per day.

Bookings

or snorkel, date and time of dive or snorkel, and CDAA 

indemnity form at the time of booking.

Walking in the park

Beach Walk

fresh water bubbling up on the 

by birds for fresh water and 
are also a favourite spot for 

Outlet Walk
A walking trail leads to the 
west through Coastal Wattle 
and Beard Heath to the ponds 

dunes sometime after 1917. 

walk then leads inland via 
boardwalks through Beard 
Heath into Silky Tea-tree and Cutting Grass to a lookout 
where views of the wetland, and bamboo reed and bulrush 

WALK

45 min  2 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

WALK

50 min  2.4 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children
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series of three shallow basin-shaped ponds, approximately 

a depth of about six metres. Some of these plants are not 
found growing fully submerged underwater anywhere else. 

When in the ponds, look for the telltale bubbling limestone 

the bottom.

Diving 

Snorkelling

Bookings and further 
information
For further information or to make bookings, please 

11 Helen Street

Due to the cold water and potential 
for damage to the aquatic 
environment, swimming is only 
allowed in the First Pond.

Ewens Ponds CP
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This park, of 
approximately 33

Gambier and 

has areas of exposed 

To Nene Valley
via beach 5.5 km

Cape Douglas

Jones
Bay

Alby Bay
low

w
ater m

ark

SOUTHERN

OCEAN

Park boundary

Unsealed road

4WD track

Parking

Shacks

DOUGLAS POINT CP

0 metres            500

Southern Ocean beaches 
are unsafe for swimming

Tantanoola

Kongorong

MOUNT
GAMBIER

Port MacDonnell

V
I
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A

0 km 10 20

Carpenter
Rocks

Lake  B
onney

PICCANINNIE PONDS CP

EWENS PONDS CP

DINGLEY DELL CP

DOUGLAS POINT CP

Ixodia achillaeoides 
ssp. arenicola

at Cape Northumberland and 

Douglas Point CP

Friends of Native Wildlife 
South East
The Friends of Native Wildlife South East is 

919.

should be obtained from Department for 
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Dingley Dell CP   

1864 until 1867 and the time he spent here was probably the 

published outside a newspaper or magazine. 

Department for Environment and Heritage and leased to a 

Adam Lindsay Gordon, his life, his works and the history of 

Friends of 
Shorebirds
South East
Every summer we are privileged to be visited by a group 

known as shorebirds.

they have destroyed them. 

be avoided.

Friends of Shorebirds SE are involved with monitoring and 
studying these birds. If you would like to be involved please 

Does the bird have a band?

use bands and/or 

an extra dimension 

in many different 

what you see. 

and bands seen on 

or Friends of Shorebirds SE, 
.

A7
flags

OR

metal bands

R L

R L

metal bands

Take time to 
watch the birds

The south-east of South Australia offers a wide range of 
habitats for over 200 species of birds.

Hints for birdwatchers:

view of the bird 
and what it is doing.

in with 
the surrounds.

viewing platform, sit 

•  If birds are nesting, be 

interfere with the nest as 

abandon it.

•  Bird lists are available 

What bird is that?

• shape
beak or bill

•  unusual features

•  

underside of wings may 

•  habita
them in reeds, on the 
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SALMON

SHARK

SAND FLATHEAD

YELLOW-EYE
MULLET

roadhouses.

characterised by its relatively large 
mouth and bright yellow eyes.
Weight
Bait
Rig
with 02 sinker
Legal length (min)

Weight
Bait

Rig

Legal length (min)

Bronze whaler and gummy. 
Bait
Rig
hooks and heavy sand sinker.
Legal length (min)

Weight
Bait

Rig
hooks and heavy sand sinker. 
Try lures instead of bait.
Legal length (min)

tidal river estuaries.
Weight
Bait

Rig
hooks, size 3-6 and a 
heavy sand sinker
Legal length (min)

Fishing

MULLOWAY

Coorong Wilderness Lodge
Ngarrindjeri Elder George Trevorrow and his 
family are the custodians of 1000 acres of 
unspoilt wilderness at Hacks Point, 25 km south-
east of Meningie. They are truly outstanding 
guides who delight in passing on their extensive 
knowledge of the Coorong and the history and 
culture of the Ngarrindjeri people.

If you choose to visit our lodge you can expect to 
be able to enjoy the following activities including:
• Guided bushwalks
• Kayak tours. Hire our kayaks.
• Camping
• Dreamtime stories/videos

The facilities that we are able to provide are:
• Powered camping facilities including toilets, 
  showers and laundry
• Licensed restaurant facilities including all   
  meals with prior arrangement
• Accommodation building with 4 rooms, each 
  room with ensuite sleeping for up to 4 (all   
  linen supplied). 

Catering for lunches, dinners, weddings and 
special occasions by arrangement.

Phone (08) 8575 6001 office hours   
Fax (08) 8575 6041

Email: kurangk@lm.net.au

Aboriginal
Culture

lived in the area for thousands of years with the sea and 

turban shells, mussels, limpets, abalone and reef 

2000 years ago. In the Coorong, most middens only 

Please remember that all Aboriginal sites are important 

For further information you may wish to visit
Camp Coorong 
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Coorong National Park  
Lakes Nature Trail Walk Plant List 
(see page 13 & 14)

Coorong National Park
The Coorong National Park (50 000 ha) lies adjacent to 
the mouth of the River Murray and consists of a long, 
shallow, saline lagoon more than 100 km in length 
separated from the Southern Ocean by the sand 
dunes of the Younghusband Peninsula. The southern 
end of The Coorong is fringed by a series of shallow 
ephemeral salt lakes. 

The coastal and unusual aquatic habitats of the 
Coorong form a wetland of international  importance 
under the Ramsar Convention.

The many wild and seldomly visited places, the great 
sweep of the ocean beach and the profusion of wildlife 
continue to inspire visitors.

Aboriginal occupation
The name Coorong, is derived from the Aboriginal 

years of Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal habitation in the area 

Birds

as far away as Siberia and is an important drought 

southern lagoon provide a major breeding ground for 

Access to the park

along the way.

to all the major features along the mainland side of the 
Coorong Lagoon.  

1. Bower Spinach
  Tetragonia implexicoma

orange to red fruits, aging 

2. Silver Saltbush 
  Atriplex rhagodioides 

Shrub to 1 m. Very similar to 
Coastal Saltbushes.

3.    Dryland Tea-tree 
Melaleuca lanceolata
Small to medium tree with 

4.    Saltwater Paperbark 
Melaleuca halmaturorum 

Bark ages and peels off in 
long strips.

5.    Soap Mallee 
Eucalyptus diversifolia A 
multi-stemmed tree. The 

on the eastern side of the 
Coorong.

6.    Ridge-fruited Mallee 
Eucalyptus incrassata Tall 

the north-eastern end of 
the trail.

7.    Pink Gum
Eucalyptus fasciculosa A
stunted, twisted tree in 

8.    Coastal Daisy 
Olearia axillaris
This medium shrub with 

important dune stabiliser.

9.    Coastal Beard-heath 

Stiff upright medium shrub, 

arranged in spikes.

10. Beaded Glasswort 

Common plants on the 
edges of the salt swamp 
and lagoon.

11. Yacca 
Xanthorrhoea australis Tall 
with spreading hard narrow 

12.    Old Man's Beard 
Clematis microphylla 

in the spring. Fruits with 
silvery hairs by Christmas.

13.    Coastal Wattle 
Acacia longifolia var. 
sophorae
sand binder, forming dense 

14.    Tussock Cutting Grass 
Gahnia deusta Grass-like 

Fine leaved with sharp 
edges.

15.    Needlebush 
Hakea rugosa Stiff, sparse 
shrub to 2 m. Sharply 

in spring.

16.    Coastal Boobialla 
Myoporum insulare 
Spreading shrub 
or rounded tree to 6 m. 

wattle. Grows fast on 
sandy soils.

Hibbertia sericea Low, 

plant with bright yellow 

18. Paper Flower 
Thomasia petalocalyx 

shrub to 1 m. Hairy leaves 

19. Drooping Sheoak 
Allocasuarina verticillata 
Sparse drooping shrub to 
2 m. On better soils may be 
a substantial tree. 

20. Wattles
-Coast Golden Wattle
Acacia leiophylla Closely 
resembles the Golden 
Wattle.

-Golden Wattle 
Acacia pycnantha Large 

Kingston Lions Surf 
Fishing Competition 

Coorong Beach 
•  20-21 January, 2007
•  19-20 January, 2008

Phone Peter Cooper
(08) 8767 3266 (a.h.) 

or 0429 699 091

Coorong National Park



12   The Tattler

From the shelter of the beautiful Pink 
Gum forests near Salt Creek to the 
tea-tree areas further south and the 
wide expanses further to the north, 
the Coorong offers a chance to get 
away from it all.

Steep ocean beaches provide access to 

Enjoy walking in the Coorong - through 
the bush, across the dunes, around the 
lakes. Marvel at archaeological sites that 

have survived for over 6000 years. 

It is forbidden to disturb these 
irreplaceable Aboriginal sites.

Coorong National Park
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WALK

20 min  1.2 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

Bushwalking in the Coorong

Seagull Island

Mellor Island

Halfway
Island

North Pelican Island

Jack Point

Teal Island

Jack Point Pelican
Observatory Walk

P R I N
C E S

H I G H WAY
To Meningie

To
Salt C

reek

Coorong  Lagoon

Pelican Island

Younghusband

Peninsula

WALK

20 min  1.2 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

salt lake

Pipe
Clay
Lake

sa
lt l

ake

SALT CREEK

Malleefowl
nest

Oil Rig
Replica

Historical

Leg

Lakes Nature
Trail Walk

Ngrugie
Ngoppun
Walk

P R I N C E S

LO
O

P

ROAD

H I G H W AY

Bird view
ing

Tea Tree
Crossing

Coorong   Lagoon

Ngrugie Ngoppun Walk
Ngrugie Ngoppun are the Ngarrindjeri words for ‘good walk’. 

WALK

11/4 hr  2.5 km
loop

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

Jack Point Pelican Observatory Walk

Coorong Lagoon.



14   The Tattler

salt lake
salt lake

Limestone
Quarry

Eating House 
Ruins

Chinamans Well Historic Walk
Unsealed road

Sandstone
Quarry

Chinamans
Well

Waterhole

To Salt Creek

Pipe  Clay  Lake

Whipstick
mallee

salt lake

Pink Gum woodland

Vegetation Survey Plot

Mallee

Samphire, saltbush and 
tea-tree line the edge of the lake

Coastal Daisy, Coastal
Wattle and Yacca

Samphire lines
the lake edge

LO
O

P

Sand dunes of
Younghusband
Peninsula R

O
A

D

To Salt Creek 
via Ngrugie

Ngoppun Walk

Chinamans Well Historic Site Journey to Gold Walk

Allow yourself plenty of time to explore the area.

Lakes Nature Trail Walk

Waterbirds and various wading birds may be seen on the lakes.

WALK

1 hr  3 km
loop

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

WALK

1 hr  1.3 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

Bushwalking in the Coorong
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Trail markers 
and interpretive 
signs are placed 

along all of 
these walks.

Nukan Kungun Hike
Nukan Kungun are the Ngarrindjeri words 
for ‘look and listen’. 

This 27 km trail starts from Salt Creek and 
links the Ngrugie Ngoppun Walk, Lakes 

along the trail.

HIKE

2 days  27 km
one way

• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose, 

uneven base
• average level of fitness

Bushwalking in the Coorong

• Abundant birdlife

• 2 spacious bedrooms 
(1 Queensize and 1 with the 
option of either a Kingsize   
or 2 single beds)

• Modern kitchen, lounge and 
dining room.

• Reverse cycle aircon, TV/  
Video/DVD, CD Player

• Gas barbecue located in 
the outdoor living area

• Private 9 hole par 3 
golf course

This secluded cabin is located on the shore of Lake Albert 
amongst 12.5 ha of lawns, native trees and shrubs

Contact: “Nindethana”, Campbell Park Road,
Meningie West SA 5264

Phone: (08) 8575 4250  •  Fax: (08) 8575 4256
Email: coolabahcabin@bigpond.com.au

COOLABAH CABIN
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

Ixodia achillaeoides
ssp. arenicola grows on 

well as in the shelter of 
other vegetation away 
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Visitor Information, Displays, Gift Shop,
Booking Agent for local tours, cruises, 

Coorong Camping Permits and 
Kangaroo Island Sealink

Goolwa
Visitor Information Centre

The Wharf  Goolwa SA  5214
Phone: 08 8555 3488    Fax:  08 8555 3810
Email: goolwavic@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Web: www.visitalexandrina.com

Bushwalking in the Coorong
Godfreys Landing Walk

It begins at the information shelter at 
Godfreys Landing and winds through 

sand dragons, sea eagles, blue wrens and Swamp Harriers. You will pass 
through swales of natural vegetation and over open areas of remnant 

minimise erosion of the very fragile dune system and makes walking easier.

WALK

1 hr  3 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

COORONG NATURE TOURS
4WD tours of the Coorong and other 
regional parks, with experienced local guide.  
Comfortable, airconditioned vehicle accredited 
for 8 passengers.  Catering included.

2-day birdwatching tours of Upper South 
East parks.
3-day tours of South East parks.
Full tours of the Coorong. Pick up from 
Meningie or Adelaide.

FOR DETAILS AND BOOKINGS
Phone (08) 8574 0037, Mobile 0428 714 793
C/- Post Office, Narrung, 5259
Website  www.coorongnaturetours.com

WELLINGTON 
CARAVAN PARK

Eastern Gateway to the Fleurieu

Owned and operated by
 Ann and Joe Clarke

Lawned powered and unpowered sites. En suite 
and budget cabins. Camp kitchen, free gas BBQs. 

Laundry & ironing facilities, kiosk, ice, LPG.

A peaceful setting where you can relax in a 
quiet family atmosphere.

PETS WELCOME
Main Road, WELLINGTON 5259

Phone: (08) 8572 7302  Fax: (08) 8572 7368
Email: wellpark@lm.net.au

COORONG 
ROADHOUSE

Salt Creek

Full Restaurant Meals and Takeaways
Fishing tackle  bait

ice  souvenirs 
groceries  autogas

BUDGET CABINS available

Open Daily 7 am
EFTPOS

     Phone (08) 8575 7021

Try our

local fish

‘Coorong

Mullet’

Three lakeside country cottages at one of 
Australia’s most historic farm villages
• secluded & peaceful location  • canoes  

• birdwatching  • tennis  • bushland walks 
• wood fires  • BBQs  • airconditioning  

• swimming  • jetty  • spectacular scenery

Bed & breakfast and historical tours available.

Please phone for bookings (08) 8574 0043
Poltalloch Rd, between Narrung and Ashville

www.poltalloch.com

POLTALLOCH  STATION



Lakes and Coorong
A Wetland of International Importance

0 km 10

Information

Toilets

Drinking water

Boat ramp

Ranger Station

4WD track

Unsealed road

Sealed road

Park boundary

Picnic area

Camping area

Lookout

Self-registration station

Walking trail

Bush camping

* accessible by bus and caravan

History:

Chinamans Well*

Mark Point*

Scenic Views: 

Parnka Point*

Long Point*

42 Mile beach

Birdwatching: 

Jack Point* 

Mark Point-Pelican Point*

Walking Trails: 

Salt Creek area*

Pelican Point*

Godfreys Landing

Points of Interest

The Tattler   17
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Coorong Health Check

Self-contained in Charming Renovated Cottage. 
In Secluded Garden setting with BBQ facilities. 

3 Bedrooms, sleeps up to 8 people. Dine-in Kitchen. 
2 Bathrooms 1 with spa. Linen supplied. 

Fresh Provisions supplied for Hearty Breakfast.

Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

12 North Terrace, Meningie, S.A. 5264
Contact Kirsty Bagshaw for information 

and bookings on: Mob. 0428 751 250 
Email: kbcoorong@lm.net.au

Ph: 08 8575 1250   Fax. 08 8575 1270

ba ba ba ba ba

COORONG ACCOMMODATION

GEMINI DOWNS
Highway 1, 3 km north of Salt Creek

Nestled in bushland setting on a peaceful grazing property

•  Overnight self-contained Cabins & Units
•  Bunkhouse & Conference Centre
•  Camping & Van sites

Indoor Pool, Tennis Court, 
Table Tennis, 6 Hole Golf Course

PHONE  (08) 8575 7013    FAX (08) 8575 7070
MOBILE  0408 085 191

GEMINI DOWNS, PMB 49 MENINGIE 5264
Email: geminidowns@dodo.com.au     

www.geminidowns.com.au

Accommodation is moderately priced
with free use of facilities

COORONG CARAVAN PARK

PO Box 204
Meningie SA 5264

Ph/Fax (08) 8575 7045 
Mobile 0419 845 020

 Ensuite Cabins   Budget Cabins   Powered sites   Laundry
 Secluded tent sites   Pool   Sauna   Tennis 

 Walking trails   Camp fires in season   Pets welcome

Princes Highway, Policeman Point SA 5264

Email: bookings@coorongcaravanpark.com
www.coorongcaravanpark.com

 Spacious 13 acre park nestled next to Coorong National Park with 
Coorong water frontage    Magnificent sunsets, birds and wildlife.

Fuel, ice, bait, telephone available nearby. 
100 metres to Hotel. EFTPOS available.

The Cheese Factory 
Meningie

RESTAURANT                     MUSEUM
Great Coffee & Food 

Fully Licensed
Open Tuesday to Sunday 

for Lunch & Dinner
11am-3pm  •  6pm-Late

Other Times By Appointment
Booking 8575 1914

Peer into the Past
Open 7 Days

Displays Featuring Dairy, 
Cheese Making, Fishing, 

Domestics, Tractors, Machinery, 
Sheep Shearing Corner. 

Entry By Donation.

The Department for Environment and Heritage's Coorong 

• weed and vermin control program - targeting foxes and 

Western Coastal Wattle,

• data entry for bird surveys 

• freshwater soaks monitoring

the Coorong and wetland pondage in the Tilley Swamp 

•
the Coorong and Lakes Alexandrina and Albert through 

• fauna survey

• shacks and structures

Department for Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation, 

Australian Universities and the Upper South East Drainage 

Copies of the Coorong Health Check Report - a summary 
of DEH program activities 2004-05
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Camping permits are required and 
can be obtained from:

Self-registration stations at –

• Godfreys Landing

• Barker Knoll

Salt Creek to the tea-tree areas in the south, traditional 

areas have little shelter and may be exposed to the wind.

Tents

on vegetation or into the dunes.

between high and low water mark, but please be aware 

Beach Camping

Boats

Caravans

manoeuvre may be found off the Old Coorong Road south 

and Kingston. 

Camping in the Coorong

Foredune

Beach

Beach
Camping

Beach
track

Polypipe
fence

Sea

Vehicles must remain within
the fenced area
Vehicles must remain within 
the fenced area

Post identifying 
camp site Permit sales outlets at –

Meningie

Highway

• Caltex Roadhouse,

•   Coorong Cottage 
Industries

Policemans Point

Salt Creek

•   Shell Coorong 
Roadhouse

Tailem Bend

•   Tourist Information 
Centre,

Kingston

Highway

•   Shell Roadhouse, 1 

• The Big Lobster, 

Hindmarsh Island

Goolwa

Centre, Goolwa Wharf

Beach 
Camping
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Boating in the Coorong

The waters of the 

page 17.

boats with a draught of less than a metre. Dinghies drawing 

over summer.

Before setting out

others to enjoy the Coorong.

Navigation

Dredging 

Operations

has resulted in extensive 

and lower lakes.

buoys is prohibited.

Launching

This page is sponsored by the Boating Industry Association of SA.
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Boating in the Coorong

Camping
If you are staying overnight in the 
park, either on the water or on land, 

Obtain your permit from:

•  Self-registration stations at Godfreys Landing, 

Locks

summer and winter months.

the Northern Coorong Lagoon and Lake Alexandrina. As the lagoon side of 

Location Type Jetty Draught Subject to 

  Deep: >1m tide/wind
  Shallow: <1m

Deep

Deep

Deep

Shallow

South Australia’s 
Waters: An Atlas 

& Guide

For more 
information or 

to purchase the 
Atlas, please 

contact
(08) 8212 6000

or visit: 
www.boatingsa.com.au

Charadrius rubricollis

Charadrius rubricollis

This page is sponsored by the Boating Industry Association of SA.
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Access to the park

of the park. 

A nice place to walk
Sturdy footwear 
and a good hat 
are advised as the 
trail has been left as 
natural as possible.

trail marked with 
small brown posts 
was established 
by the Friends of 

Salt Lake usually holds water between 
June and January and during this time 

Japanese Snipe and other wading 
birds use the area in spring and summer 

HIKE
MODERATE
• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose,

uneven base
• average level of fitness

Short Hike

1 hr  3 km
return

Full Hike

2 hr  4.5 km
return

Migratory birds

habitat around Salt Lake. 

The wetlands are also noted for a variety of 

This small park is one of the last 

of coastal scrub between the 
Coorong and Robe. The foredune 
and low-lying areas (swales) 
contain dense coastal scrub 
which, if you look closely, has 
been shaped by persistent strong 
onshore winds. 

A forty hectare wetland area, 
including Salt Lake and Butcher 
Lake, is divided by the Butcher 
Gap Drain. This drain brings large 
amounts of fresh water each 
winter from the farmlands, 
through the park and out to sea.

Butcher Gap Conservation Park
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COACHES WELCOME

17 Princes Highway,
Kingston SE SA 5275

Phone/Fax 08 8767 2555

The
Big Lobster

Licensed Bistro &
Bottle Shop,
Cafeteria,

 Takeaway Foods,
Souvenirs and

Bulk Wines

Kath & Eric 
Peltz

MANAGING 
DIRECTORS

KINGSTON CARAVAN PARK
Marine Parade, KINGSTON SE

Phone-Fax (08) 8767 2050

* Located on foreshore   * Safe swimming 

* Fully grassed   * Powered and tent sites

* On-site vans   * Cabins   * Cabins/en suite

* Kiosk   * Free BBQ   * Playground   * Laundry

* Dogs allowed on leash at manager’s discretion

* Phone credit available  * DVD hire   * EFTPOS

1994 S.E.

TOURISM

AWARD

WINNER

Homestyle Bakery, Diner, Takeaway, 
Cappuccinos, Fuel, Autogas, 

Ice, Bait, Fishing tackle, 
Premier Stateliner Agent, ATM, 

Tourist Information Centre.

1 Princes Highway
Kingston SE SA 5275
Phone (08) 8767 2404

Fax (08) 8767 2144

Jim and Julie Little 
Proprietors

IN HISTORIC

Enjoy your next
CARAVAN & CAMPING holiday

at

Magnificent view overlooking Guichen Bay
Absolute beach frontage  5 minutes to shops
Grassed terraced sites  Kiosk & payphone
En suite cabins with view  BBQ’s & camp kitchen

 Modern amenities block  Indoor seating for 50 
 Playground

1 SQUIRE DRIVE,
BOX 248 ROBE SA 5276 

Phone (08) 8768 2273
Fax (08) 8768 2277

Family Parks of Australia

LAKESIDE TOURIST PARK
ROBE

EXCELLENT CAMPING SITES
4 STAR CABINS

NEW CAMP KITCHEN
SHORT WALK TO TOWN & BEACH

Limestone Coast Excellence in Tourism winner 2001-2004

ROBE’S BEST KEPT SECRET
24 Main Rd Robe, SA 5276

08  87682193
www.lakesiderobe.com.au

SHELL KINGSTON 
ROADHOUSE

• Ice • BBQ gas
• Restaurant meals or Takeaway
• Fishing gear and bait
• Convenience shop
• Coorong National Park 

camping permits
• Kingston Boat Ramp (fees payable)

1 Princes Highway, Kingston
(08) 8767 2474   (08) 8767 2260

GO WELL GO SHELL

ROBE VISITOR 
INFORMATION CENTRE 

AND LIBRARY
• Accredited Visitor Information Centre for 

Town, Regional and State Information
• Internet

• Home of the Historical Interpretation Centre
• Open every day except Christmas Day.

OPPOSITE THE FORESHORE
MUNDY TERRACE, ROBE

Phone: (08) 8768 2465
Email: info@robe.com.au

ROBE LONG BEACH
HOLIDAY PARK

Enjoy the relaxed setting in this spacious park
  1,2 and 3 bedroom ensuite 
cabins (airconditioned)

  large grassed sites
  two camp kitchens, BBQ’s free

games room & recreation area
beach frontage

RAA 41/2 star rating
heated indoor pool

Hosts: Jodie and Danny

The Esplanade, Box 70, 
Robe SA 5276

Phone (08) 8768 2237

Butcher Gap Conservation Park
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This park was originally set aside to 
conserve a number of small lakes 
that are found inland from the Robe 
Range. The area also conserves a 
large area of coastal dune systems, 
a rugged and attractive coastline 
and part of the foreshore of Lake 
Eliza. From at least 10 000 years ago, 
large numbers of Aboriginal people 
lived in this area, rich in resources 
with the sea providing the majority of 
food. Shell heaps or ‘middens’ made 

are reminders of the past.

Little Dip Conservation Park
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Access to the park

Coastal Scrub
Nestled in the sheltered eastern side of the dune range is 

Eucalyptus diversifolia

water at the aptly named Fresh Water Lake.

Camping
Camping is only permitted at The Gums, Stony Rise, 

from self-registration stations throughout the park. 

Fishing

and King George Whiting is popular along the many surf 

and Little Dip.

Walking in the park

Fresh Water Lake Walk

Water Lake through diverse habitat 

part of the walk.

small bushbirds may be seen along 
the walk.

Big Dip Lake to 
Lake Eliza Hike
You may also like to wander 
through the different habitats and 
salt tolerant vegetation of Big Dip 
and out on to the margins of Lake 
Eliza to a view of the Woakwine 
Range. The level of the lake varies 

is exposed to the air, other times 
the area is inundated providing 
waterbirds with ideal breeding 

Little Dip Conservation Park

Little Dip Spider Orchid   (Caladenia richardsiarum)

the Limestone Coast of South Australia. 

remains dormant as a tuberoid underneath the ground for almost six months of the 

of being pollinated, before returning to its 'summer slumber'. 

as its name implies, it is found predominately 
in the Little Dip area. Its range extends from 

and fragmented populations.  There are 

trampling 
invasion, and grazing by herbivores.

WALK

45 min  1.8 km
loop

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children
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Access into the park

the marker posts through the dunes and along Geltwood 

Aboriginal Occupation Sites

midden 

conserving coastal habitat and allows recreational 

birdwatching and nature study.

The park comprises approximately 9300 hectares, 
stretching from Cape Buffon outside the township of 
Southend, to Cape Banks near the southern end of 
Lake Bonney.

The northern section of the park is characterised by 
limestone cliffs, sea stacks, offshore reefs and low dense 
scrub. The southern section is dominated by mobile sand 
dunes and stretches of beaches which are backed by 
low foredunes.

Canunda National Park

27)

28)
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Willichum Lookout Hike

This loop walk highlights how the 

reef platforms and vegetation along 

Interpretive signs along the trail 
illustrate some of the interesting features to be seen.

The Seaview Hike 

formations, sandy 

and a myriad of 
plants, while offering 

environment. The blue-green Coastal 
Daisy Bush Olearia axillaris features 

smelled before it is seen as the leaves 
have a pleasant aroma.

often visible.

Areas of drifting sand are being gradually 
stabilised by natural regeneration of the 

areas as the plants struggle 

formed a layer of soil.

lookout.

Park boundary

Sealed road

Unsealed road

4WD track

 Walking trail

Information

Parking

Lookout

Campground

Bush camping

Picnic facility

Caravans

Fishing

Bushwalking

Ranger station

Self-registration
station

INSET 1 (from map on page 26)

Cape Buffon Walk

Seaview Hike

Fishing

Camping
amping is permitted in the park at designated areas 

from self-registration stations in the park. Conserve native 

hotline 1300 362 361.

Walking in Canunda

WALK

45 min  2.5 km
return

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

HIKE

3.5 hr  12 km
return

• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose, 

uneven base
• average level of fitness

HIKE

45 min  1.6 km
return

• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose, 

uneven base
• average level of fitness
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Walking in Canunda

Travel south- west for 6 km.

good views of the lake, dunes and 

area of dryland tea-tree known as the 

and seats have been installed.

along the trail from the lookout to 
the ruins. 

The trail then passes Coola Outstation 

mid 1950s.

Continuing south past the remains of 

the expanse of Lake Bonney opens to 

of early industrial pollution.

From Sandy Bar the trail passes 

Wattle, sheoak and Beard-heath and 

HIKE

3.5 hr  8.5 km
return

• some moderate inclines
• irregular surface with loose, 

uneven base
• average level of fitness

INSET 2 (from map on page 26)

Coola Outstation 
Historical Hike

Interpretive signs showing details of the coastal walks are located at various 
car parks in the northern section of the park.

Walking trails have been constructed in the northern coastal section of 
Canunda National Park and around the Coola Outstation and Lake Bonney 
area. These range from 45 minutes to 3.5 hours.

The trails in the northern section pass along spectacular cliff tops and through 
dense native shrubs, whereas around the Coola Outstation and Lake Bonney area, 
the trails meander through wetland and coastal vegetation with a lookout tower 
providing splendid views.

Welcome

HILLVIEW

CARAVAN PARK

Ensuite cabins
budget cabins   camp fire area   rainwater

shady & wind sheltered powered & camping sites with 
table & chairs   free gas BBQ, campers’ sink & large fridge   

playground & trampoline

Only 15 minutes from Canunda National Park
Situated 2.6 km SE of PO, just off Mt Gambier Road 

(Highway 1), in a peaceful setting bordering a 
beautiful pine plantation.

Your hosts: Allan and Gloria Withers

Phone (08) 8733 2806
Dalton Street, MILLICENT, SA 5280

SOUTHEND ON SEA 
TOURIST PARK

Located 6 km off coastal route midway between 
Adelaide and Melbourne, absolute beach frontage, 
overlooking beautiful Rivoli Bay.

Some of the many features include:

Ph/Fax (08) 8735 6035  Mobile 0427 356 035

• powered sullaged sites   
and secluded bush   
camping with fire pits,   
budget foreshore   
camping

• on-site vans, laundry, 
electric BBQ’s

• dogs OK on leads
• beachfront fully self-

contained cabins.  

The area provides great fishing, swimming, sailing, 
diving, surfing, bush walks in Canunda National 
Park. Short drive to wineries and much more.
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Beachport Visitor Information Centre
(08) 8735 8029
Spectacular Bowman Scenic Drive, Pool 
of Siloam, take in amazing views from our 
historic jetty and visit the Old Wool and Grain 
Store Museum for the history of Beachport.

Millicent Visitor Information Centre
(08) 8733 0904
Impressive Woakwine Range Windfarm Tourist 
Drive, Lake McIntyre prolific bird life, explore 
Canunda National Park. Visit the award winning 
Living History Museum and the Millicent Art Gallery 
featuring local, regional and national exhibitions.

Penola/Coonawarra Visitor Information Centre 
(08) 8737 2855
Historic Penola is rich in tradition. Walk with 
history, explore the John Riddoch Centre, Mary 
MacKillop Interpretive Centre and visit Coonawarra 
to taste world famous wines.
tourism@wattlerange.sa.gov.au

Call or visit us at the above centres for:
• 4WD maps, internet access, souvenirs 
• Brochures on nature walks or scenic drives 
• Information on attractions across Wattle Range
• Accommodation referral service.

Visit us @
www.wattlerange.sa.gov.au

Beachport Conservation Park
This 710 hectare park protects sand dunes and coastal 
vegetation between Lake George and the Southern Ocean. 
It was set aside to conserve habitat for birds. 

The coastal scenery is outstanding. Smooth, white 
sandy beaches are punctuated by rough, weathered 
limestone cliffs.

Access to the coast

for swimming.

Exploring the park

The Small Lakes

Drift Road. 

The Jack and 
Hilda McArthur 
Walk
The Canunda and 

Friends Group 
designed and 

walk around Woolley Lake and have 

Waterhole nearby is a favourite haunt for 
many small birds.

The Lake George Shore

under the trees in summer, though the area 
may be too wet in winter. 
The tea-tree is your shelter, so please 

available from a self-registration station 

Five Mile Drift

WALK

45 min  1.2 km
loop

• even surfaced trail
• suitable for small children

Rufous Bristlebird

Dasyornis broadbenti

Aboriginal 
occupation sites
The Boandik Aboriginal people 
lived in the area for thousands 
of years. The sea was a bountiful 
provider of food. Heaps or 

through the park.
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Beachport Conservation Park
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Park boundary

Sealed road

4WD track

Walking trail

Drain

Lake Frome

PRINCES   HIGHWAY   (Alt.)

Narrow

Bevilaqua
Ford  Drain

Neck    
   D

rain
North

Drain

To
 S

ou
th

en
d

Lanes
Ford

Bevilaqua
Ford

CANUNDA  NATIONAL  PARK

CANUNDA
NATIONAL

PARKBEVILAQUA FORD TRACK

Bevilaqua
Ford

Rendelsham

Lake  Frome    O
utlet

Drain

Gate

Parking

Picnic Facility

Bird hide

0 km 1 2

LAKE FROME CP

Lake Frome Conservation Park, proclaimed 
in 2002, conserves 1091 hectares of valuable 
wetland habitat. The area consists of rare and 
threatened plant associations such as Com-
mon Spike-rush, Cutting Grass, Dryland Tea-
tree and Silky Tea-tree. 

of drains that ponds and then makes its way 
out to sea through the Southend Outlet. As this 

abundant. When dry, reed-warblers are seen 

rare Southern Emu-wrens may be spotted.

the Southend turnoff. 

A walking trail takes visitors to the bird hide.

Bird Hide Walk

through the tea-trees, along the drain bank 
and over a pontoon to a 

out at the birds of Lake 
Frome feeding amongst 
the reeds. 

Along the way, keep an 
eye out for waterbirds, 

and reptiles.

trail and in the bird hide.

Lake Frome CP
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Bool Lagoon GR 
and Hacks Lagoon CP

Tea-Tree Boardwalk 

Take a walk into the heart of 
the lagoon. See the nest areas 
of ibis, spoonbills and many 
other birds in the gnarled and 
weathered tea-trees. Learn who 
lives where in the wetland.

Pat-om Walk 

Skirting the very deepest water 

many thousands of waterbirds.

Gunawar Walk 

View a range of wetland areas 

reeds, rushes and open water. 
These all provide homes for a 
variety of birds, reptiles, frogs, 
elusive water-rats and many 

Gahnia Walk 

A short walk through the 

range of small birds that use the 
area as a feeding ground and 
nesting area.

Walking

Bool Lagoon
Bool Lagoon Game Reserve is one of the largest and most 
diverse freshwater lagoon systems in southern Australia 

Wetland. The area is home to a wide range of wetland 
wildlife and provides essential drought refuge for many 

well worth a visit.

How to get there
A sealed road takes you right to the lagoon edge. Simply 

Drives Camping

permit from the self-registration station.

Big Hill
The short drive to the top of Big Hill provides an opportunity 
to see just how big these wetlands really are. Brolgas are 

of Big Hill.

Little Bool

takes you to the deep, open water of Little Bool, a popular 

important nesting for ibis.
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Other Limestone Coast Experiences

NARACOORTE CAVES
 TOUR TIMES

Alexandra Cave
 9.30 am and 1.30 pm

Victoria Fossil Cave
10.15 am and 2.15 pm

Bat Tour
11.30 am and 3.30 pm

Wonambi Fossil Centre 
and Wet Cave
open 9 am – 5 pm for self-guided walks

Adventure Caving by prior booking

Phone (08) 8762 2340 or email 
naracoortecaves@saugov.sa.gov.au

Waders of the Coorong and Lower 
Lakes is your guide to discovering 
the world of migratory wader birds. 
This brochure includes a map of the 
region, viewing tips, and full-colour 
bird images.  Use it to discover the 
beauty and birds of the Coorong 
and Lower Lakes for yourself.

Waders of the Coorong 
and Lower Lakes

Department for Environment and Heritage

Waders of the Coorong 
and Lower Lakes

Your guide to discovering 
migratory wader birds

www.environment.sa.gov.au

Naracoorte Caves National Park is one of Australia’s 15 
World Heritage Areas, inscribed for the extensive fossil 
deposits found there. The fossils have revealed much 
about Australia’s marsupial heritage. Researchers have 
long pondered why so many of our large animals such 
as Diprotodon, Zygomaturus and Thylacoleo have  all 
disappeared. An entire family of leaf-eating kangaroos 
also vanished, probably within the last 50 000 
years. Maybe one day, the fossils of Naracoorte Caves 
will reveal the answers, but for now we can only 
speculate. 

Visitors to the park can view fossil deposits on a 
tour of Victoria Fossil Cave led by a professional, 
informative interpreter and discover  a little of Australia’s 
extraordinary extinct animals for themselves. 

The past has been brought to the present in the 
Wonambi Fossil Centre. Based on fossil remains, 
researchers and artists have combined to re-
create a scene as it may have looked 200 000 years 
ago. Computer animated models of twelve of the 
megafauna (as these extinct animals are collectively 
termed) have been made as life-like as possible and 
placed within a simulated habitat of their era.
The spectacularly decorated caves are reason enough 
to visit Naracoorte. They may be viewed on a range 
of tours led by experienced interpreters, ranging from 
sensitively developed show cave tours, to more intimate 
torchlight tours. The Alexandra Cave tour is a thirty 
minute visit to a cave of exquisite beauty, while the 
Cathedral Cave by torchlight is an inspiring experience. 

A range of adventure tours are offered that allow visitors 
a direct experience with the underground phenomena, 
untainted by improved pathways and fixed lighting. 

Naracoorte Caves is not only about caves and fossils. 
One special cave is the home to the threatened 
Southern Bent-winged Bat Miniopterus bassanii that 
return each spring to give birth and raise their young. 
This special annual event can be viewed remotely via 
infra-red technology in the Bat Cave Teleview Centre, 
where visitors may sit in comfort and take a peek into the 
bats’ normally inaccessible world and observe their daily 
activities. The nightly exit of thousands of bats leaving 
the cave is a spectacular sight.

Naracoorte Caves National Park
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Guided Tours 
held daily.

Located on the 
Princes Highway, 
25 minutes from 
Mount Gambier 
and 15 minutes 
from Millicent.

For information 
and bookings:
Phone
(08) 8734 4153
Fax 
(08) 8734 4202

Regional Office 
• Piccaninnie Ponds CP
• Ewens Ponds CP
• Dingley Dell CP
• Douglas Point CP
11 Helen Street
PO Box 1046
Mount Gambier SA  5290
Phone (08) 8735 1177
Fax (08) 8735 1110

Coorong Office
• Coorong NP
34 Princes Highway
PO Box 105
Meningie   SA  5264 
Phone (08) 8575 1200
Fax (08) 8575 1496

Robe Office
• Butcher Gap CP
• Little Dip CP
Smillie Street 
PO Box 128
Robe  SA  5276
Phone (08) 8768 2543
Fax (08) 8768 2403

Southend Office
• Canunda NP
• Beachport CP
• Lake Frome CP
Cape Buffon Road
c/o Post Office
Southend SA  5280
Phone (08) 8735 6053
Fax (08) 8735 6151

Naracoorte Office
• Naracoorte Caves NP
• Bool Lagoon GR
• Hacks Lagoon CP
PO Box 134
Naracoorte SA 5271
Phone (08) 8762 3412
Fax (08) 8762 1231

Perhaps We Can 
Help You

Emergencies – Phone 000

We wish to thank those businesses who 

support the production of the Tattler 

through advertising. The content of all 

advertisements has been provided by 

the individual businesses.

Emergencies – 
Phone 000
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