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Welcome
asmania is one of the most beautiful places on Earth: compact, diverse,
wild yet accessible. The island State’s famous national parks and reserves
protect a wide range of its unspoiled landscapes, intact ecosystems and striking
cultural heritage. These places are a refuge for an array of plants and animals
found nowhere else on Earth. They offer visitors a superb range of natural
and cultural experiences. Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service manages around
37% of the State, including the internationally renowned Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area. Parks within the World Heritage Area are marked with
*
this symbol

T

Lake St Clair

This guide introduces you to some of the features of these special places.
But there’s no substitute for getting out there and seeing for yourself.
You won’t be disappointed.
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*The World Heritage symbol consists
of a circle, which represents nature,
and an inner square representing a
form made by a human being. The
circle and square are linked, which
results in a round symbol that stands
for the world and is at the same
time the symbol of protection.
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Rocky Cape National Park

Rocky Cape National Park

Getting There
Rocky Cape National Park is on the north-west
coast about two hours drive west of Launceston.
The park has two entry points. For Rocky Cape
itself, the western access point, turn left off the Bass
Highway (A2) into C227. Park access is marked. For
the eastern access point, turn off the Bass Highway
12 km from Wynyard, to Boat Harbour Beach.
About 1.5 km from the highway take Irby’s Road
and travel 8 km to Sisters Beach.

Highlights
Aboriginal use of this area began about 10 000
years ago. The richness of the resources is shown
by the vast cave middens that provide one of the
largest and most complete records of the lifestyle
of coastal Aboriginal people anywhere in Australia.
Tang Dim Mer (one of the Aboriginal names for
the area) has continuing significance to today’s
Aboriginal community, who maintain a presence
here. Geologically the park features Precambrian
quartzite rocks, some of the oldest in Tasmania.
The contorted rocks near the lighthouse are good
examples, showing their age in the form of complex
fractures and folds. Wave action continues to erode
the area, most spectacularly around the sea caves,
which were gouged out by the sea when it was up
to 20 m higher than today.
2
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Coastal heathlands dominate the hillier parts of
the park. Hundreds of different plant species, most
of them wind, salt and fire-tolerant plants, flower
colourfully in spring and summer. Some plants,
including many of the 40 orchid species found
here, lie dormant underground until fire passes
over them.
In areas more protected from fire and wind, small
clumps of forest emerge from the heathland. One
other outstanding plant community is the stand of
saw banksia in the hills overlooking Sisters Beach.
In Tasmania this giant of the banksia family is
restricted to this small area.
The flowering plants attract a wide range of insect,
nectar and seed-eating birds, as well as mammals
such as wallabies, wombats, possums and echidnas.
Coastal birds, from terns and oystercatchers to
white-bellied sea eagles, are also commonly seen.

Activities
Rocky Cape’s tracks, cliffs and beaches attract
walkers, beach ramblers and rock climbers. The
area’s coastal heathlands bloom with wildflowers in
summer and there’s good fishing and diving around
the shores. Native wildlife is abundant – take a
torch on an evening walk to meet them. Take care
with fire and use only established fireplaces.

Savage River National Park

North of Arthur River

Getting There
This remote, true wilderness park is inaccessible
and has no visitor facilities. Limited access into the
adjacent regional reserve by 4WD is possible from
the east via the Murchison Highway and from the
south via the Waratah-Corinna Road. However,
many of these tracks, particularly those from the
south, have become very overgrown. To the northwest of the national park, Forest Reserves, such
as Julius River Forest Reserve and Milkshake Hills
Forest Reserve, offer an insight into the magnificent
rainforest ecosystem of the park. The reserves are
part of the South Arthur Forest Drive. See Forestry
Tasmania’s website for details.

Highlights
The park protects the largest contiguous area of
cool temperate rainforest surviving in Australia. It
is one of the few remaining temperate wilderness
areas left on Earth and acts as a refuge for a rich
primitive flora, undisturbed river catchments, high
quality wilderness, old growth forests, geodiversity
and natural landscape values. Along with the
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area and other
reserves, it is also part of the Tarkine Region.
The western portion of the park includes the
most extensive basalt plateau in Tasmania that still

retains a wholly intact forest ecosystem. The upper
Savage River runs through a pristine, rainforested
river gorge system, while the park is a habitat for
a diverse rainforest fauna and a stronghold for a
number of vertebrate species which have suffered
population declines elsewhere.
The park’s remoteness from human settlement and
mechanised access, its undisturbed hinterland rivers
and extensive rainforest, pristine blanket bog peat
soils and isolated, elevated buttongrass moorlands
ensure its wilderness character.

Activities
Self-reliant bushwalking can be pursued in the
adjacent regional reserve, particularly in the south
where the country is more open and more tracks
exist. Walkers must be well equipped for the
challenging conditions, and be aware of the
vagaries of Tasmanian weather.
The Savage River Regional Reserve and areas
outside the reserve provide other recreational
opportunities such as fishing, particularly in the
Arthur River, which is generally more accessible.
Brown trout have been released into the Arthur
River and are a primary target for anglers. Camping,
scenic four-wheel driving, rafting, canoeing and
kayaking also occur in the area.
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The North West Coast Reserves
The cave was formed by an underground river
that still flows and contains freshwater crayfish, fish
and eel. Platypus sleep and nest in the sandy banks
along the river.

The Edge of the World

Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area
The Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area protects
more than 100 000 hectares of the wild and
beautiful north-west coast of Tasmania between
the Arthur River in the north and the Pieman
River in the south. Along with other reserved and
unreserved land, it forms part of the larger area
known as the Tarkine. It is a dynamic landscape
constantly being reshaped by wind, fire and water.
The area’s rich Aboriginal heritage is exemplified
by middens, hut depressions, artefact scatters and
rock art. These special places and their associated
cultural landscapes show that Aboriginal people had
a special relationship with the land – a relationship
which continues with Aboriginal people today.
The reserve provides a range of opportunities
for recreation, from camping, surfing and diving
to recreational off-road driving and fishing.

Gunns Plains Cave

Gunns Plains State Reserve
Gunns Plains Cave is in the Gunns Plains State
Reserve, approximately 30 km south of Ulverstone
in north-west Tasmania. It is renowned for its
magnificent formations, including calcite shawls
and flowstones, and has a glow-worm display.

4

TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES

The cave was discovered in 1906 by Bill Woodhouse
during a hunting trip after, it is reputed, his dogs
fell into a hole that formed part of the cave. It has
been used as a show cave since the early 20th
century. Interpretive guided tours of the cave are
run daily – entry fees apply. Phone (03) 6429 1388
for details.

Highfield Historic Site and the Nut

Highfield Historic Site
Highfield House can be regarded as the ‘birthplace’
of European settlement in Tasmania’s north-west.
Built from 1832-1835 for the Van Diemen’s Land
Company, the house represents an important
part of Tasmanian historic heritage. The history of
the north-west region of Tasmania is inextricably
bound up with the story of the Van Diemen’s Land
Company; indeed, there are very few places in the
region that have been unmarked by its presence.
In 1982 the Tasmanian Government acquired the
Highfield property with funds from the National
Estate and has carried out extensive restoration
works. The site is open for public inspection from
10am – 4pm seven days a week during September
to May, and from June to August the site is open
Monday to Friday from 10am – 4pm, closed
weekends. Entry fees apply. Phone (03) 6458 1100
for details. Nearby Nut State Reserve, with its easy
access chairlift, gives commanding views over the
spectacular coast.

Discovery Holiday Parks – Cradle Mountain

Nestled in the National Park, Discovery Holiday Parks –
Cradle Mountain is a beautiful place to stay when exploring
the wonders and wildlife of Cradle Mountain.
With a range of cabins, sites and backpacker accommodation,
there are plenty of comfortable options for you to choose from.

Cradle Mountain Road
Cradle Mountain 7306
P 03 6492 1395 F 03 6492 1438
cradle@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Discovery Holiday Parks – Devonport

Located on the waterfront with loads of space to relax, this
4 star caravan and cabin park is the ideal place to base
yourself when exploring North West Tasmania.
With a range of cabins, sites, Discovery Holiday Parks –
Devonport is the perfect place to relax.

13-19 Tarleton Street
East Devonport 7310
P 03 6498 6333 F 03 6498 6330
devonport@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au
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Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park

Cradle Mountain and Dove Lake – photo courtesy Peter Grant

This famous World Heritage national park has
two main visitor access points.

Getting There: via Cradle Valley
Cradle Mountain, at the northern end of the park,
is one and a half hours from Devonport via the
B19 and B14 south to Sheffield, then C136 and
C132 to the park entrance. From Launceston, it is
a two and a half hour drive on the Bass Highway
(A1), then the signposted route via B13 and C156
through Sheffield.
From the west, drive two hours along the A10 and
C132 from Queenstown or 1½ hours from Burnie
via B18 through Ridgley, then the A10 and C132.
Visitors are encouraged to leave cars at the Transit
Terminal and take the bus to Dove Lake. In addition
to your Park Pass fee, a charge for the use of the
shuttle bus service may apply.

Highlights
The Cradle Mountain area has been utilised by
Tasmanian Aboriginal people for thousands of years.
More recently it has seen snarers, miners, surveyors
and timber-getters pass through. But it took an
Austrian/Australian couple to bring lasting fame
to the area. In 1912 Gustav and Kate Weindorfer
built a rustic home and guest chalet at Cradle Valley,
naming it ‘Waldheim,’ and inviting guests to come
6
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and share the area they so loved. It was from the
summit of Cradle Mountain that Gustav Weindorfer
declared ‘this must be a National Park for the
people for all time.’ A replica of Waldheim still
stands on the same spot, and is well worth a look.
The visitor centre at the entrance to the park has
interpretation displays that reveal the many natural
and cultural values of the area that led to its listing
as a World Heritage Area including the extensive
glaciation of the area; the diverse and beautiful
mosaic of vegetation communities from rainforest
to grassland; the extensive stands of ancient plants
of Gondwanan origins (including conifers such as
King Billy pine, pencil pine and celery top pine); and
an assemblage of the world’s largest carnivorous
marsupials such as the Tasmanian devil, the spottedtailed quoll and the eastern quoll.
Many of the species found in the area reveal their
Gondwanan heritage, including marsupials, velvet
worms, fish in the family Galaxiidae; aquatic insect
groups such as dragonflies, stoneflies and caddisflies; and crustaceans (eg Anaspidacea, and the
burrowing crayfish Engaeus sp.).

Activities
Tasmania’s most recognisable landmark is the craggy
profile of Cradle Mountain reflected in the waters
of Dove Lake. There are many superb short walks

from the park visitor centre in Cradle Valley, and
from the Dove Lake car park, 14 km further on.
The six-day Overland Track, one of the world’s top
wilderness walks, leaves from nearby Ronny Creek
and finishes at Lake St Clair. A number of other
overnight walks also start from Cradle Valley.
Visitor information is available at the Transit
Terminal and the visitor centre. The latter also has
a ranger station, walker registration and up-to-date
weather reports. Alpine weather changes rapidly;
always carry waterproof gear, even in summer.

Getting There: via Lake St Clair
Lake St Clair, at the southern end of Cradle
Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park, is two and
a half hours west of Hobart via the Lyell Highway
(A10). It is a similar distance from Launceston via
Longford, Poatina and the Marlborough Highway
(B11) to the A10. Leave the A10 at Derwent
Bridge, turning right onto the 5½ km long access
road to the lake and visitor centre at Cynthia Bay.
From Queenstown the Lyell Highway is a winding
and narrow one and a half hour drive.
Both the Lyell Highway and the access road from
Derwent Bridge may occasionally be closed by snow.
There is no direct road link through the Cradle
Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park to join the
two ends of the park. Visitors may most easily reach
Cradle Mountain via the Cradle Link Road (C132)
and the Murchison and Lyell Highways (A10).

Highlights
Lake St Clair is the deepest lake in Australia and
the headwaters of the Derwent River. It was

carved out by ice during several glaciations over
the last two million years. An Aboriginal name for
the lake is Leeawuleena, meaning ‘sleeping water.’
The Tasmanian Aboriginal people have a long and
continuing association with the area and today’s
vegetation patterns show signs of thousands
of years of Aboriginal burning practices. Early
European visitors, including Governor and Lady
Franklin, were impressed by the grandeur of the
lake and the surrounding mountains.
Wildlife is quite abundant around Cynthia Bay,
where you are likely to meet two species of
wallaby – the Bennetts or red-necked wallaby –
and the smaller, more timid Tasmanian pademelon.
Occasionally wombats and quolls are seen after
dark, while the monotremes – echidnas and
platypuses – are residents. Platypuses can be hard
to find, as they are quite sensitive to noise, but look
for them feeding, around the shoreline, especially
at dusk.
Cynthia Bay sits on the boundary between dry
and wet sclerophyll forests, two habitats that are
home to a wide variety of birds. Many, such as
black currawongs, strong-billed and black-headed
honeyeaters, and the yellow wattlebird are found
only in Tasmania.

Activities
A visitor centre is located at Cynthia Bay on
the southern shore of Lake St Clair. There, via
innovative displays, you can learn about the area’s
cultural and natural history. Information officers are
available at the centre seven days a week and can
advise you on what to do and where to go.
Nearby is a café/bistro and accommodation. There
are excellent picnic, walking and camping facilities
by the lake. Australia’s highest ferry service carries
bushwalkers and day visitors to the northern end
of Lake St Clair, which is ringed by dramatic peaks
and dense forest.
TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Walls of Jerusalem National Park

Walls of Jerusalem National Park

Getting There
The Walls of Jerusalem National Park is not
accessible via road, and is best visited overnight
by bushwalkers/anglers carrying all their gear.
Visitors walking into the park usually approach it
from the car park located off the gravel Mersey
Forest Road near Lake Rowallan. Follow route B12
from Mole Creek, then route C138, and finally the
Mersey Forest Road (C171) to Lake Rowallan. The
signposted car park is up a gravel road on the left
just after the Fish River.
The park boundary is reached by following the
steep walking track up through forest for about
30 minutes. It is a further one and a half to two
hours to Wild Dog Creek, an established campsite
just beneath the high exposed plateau. The track
is often wet and muddy.

Highlights
The Walls of Jerusalem, with many of its features
named after places in the Bible, is a wild and
inspiring place. Much of the beauty of the present
day landscape – moraines, tarns, lakes and
precipitous dolerite peaks – result from glaciation.
The alpine vegetation within the park includes
striking bolster heaths (cushion plants) which
play a major role in determining local topography.
8
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Striking stands of pure pencil pine forest are found
in fire-protected areas; however many of the park’s
conifers were destroyed by fire in the early 1960s.
No campfires are allowed in this sensitive ‘Fuel
Stove Only’ area.

Activities
As the Walls of Jerusalem area is only accessible on
foot, bushwalking is the main visitor activity, while
some anglers also access lakes in parts of the park
(fishing licence required). The main access track is
steep and rough, and walkers must be self-sufficient
and equipped for the often severe and changeable
weather conditions.
The Wild Dog Creek campsite has tent platforms,
running water and a composting toilet, and is the
ideal base for exploring the wider park. Use of
Tasmap’s ‘Walls of Jerusalem National Park Map and
Notes’ is strongly recommended to all visitors.
An easy to reach site for those wanting panoramic
views of the Tasmanian wilderness is the nearby
Devils Gullet State Reserve. Access is from the Lake
Mackenzie Road (sometimes closed by snow or
ice). A constructed 20 minute walking track leads
from the car park to a magnificent viewpoint.

Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park

The Franklin River

Getting There
The Lyell Highway (A10) connects Hobart in the
south-east of Tasmania with Queenstown in the
west. It runs through the Franklin-Gordon Wild
Rivers National Park.
From Hobart, travel west for two and a half hours
via the Lyell Highway, or south a similar distance
from Launceston via Longford and Poatina on the
Lakes Highway (A5). King William Saddle marks
the boundary of the park, and indeed a dramatic
change in the geology and vegetation of western
Tasmania. Nelson Falls marks the western boundary
of the park. The Lyell Highway may occasionally be
closed by snow in winter.

Highlights
The Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park lies
in the heart of the Tasmanian Wilderness World
Heritage Area. It is a region of dramatic mountain
peaks, beautiful rainforest, wild and deep river
valleys and spectacular gorges. The park contains
many Aboriginal sites which bear testimony to an
Aboriginal heritage extending back over 36 000
years and has been the scene of a rich European
heritage of convicts and piners. One of the park’s
wild rivers, the Franklin, has become synonymous
with Australia’s largest conservation battle –

the fight to save the Franklin from a proposed
hydro-electric power scheme which would have
flooded the river. The declaration of the Tasmanian
Wilderness World Heritage Area was one result
of that dispute.

Activities
Although this is largely a wilderness park, the
Lyell Highway winds for 56 km through the park.
From that road you can stop and explore the
grandeur and beauty of the Wild Rivers region
via excellent short walks at the Franklin River,
Donaghys Lookout and Nelson Falls. The park
can also be visited by cruise boats and float
planes which operate out of the west coast
village of Strahan.
Wilderness bushwalks to places like Frenchmans
Cap, and rafting expeditions on wild rivers, most
notably the Franklin, are popular with experienced
private and guided groups.

The Gordon River
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A R Reflections River Cruises

Enjoy a 6-hour Arthur River Eco-Cruise on board
MV Reflections. Wilderness, waterfalls, azure kingfishers and
feeding of sea-eagles are just some of the highlights to
experience. Gourmet lunch served in the rainforest is delicious
and the rainforest walk to Warra Waterfalls is breathtaking.
Accommodation and river cruise packages available.

4 Gardiner Street
Arthur River 7330
P 03 6457 1288 M 0429 842 454
arreflections@primusonline.com.au
www.arthurriver.com.au

Corinna Wilderness Experience

The untouched beauty of a Tarkine temperate wilderness, the
majestic rivers of the rainforest and the wild southern ocean all
contribute to the Corinna experience. Many have described the
spirituality of the nature-based experience as life transforming.
It provides a total escape, off the beaten tourist track,
to authentic and unforgettable wilderness.

10
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Main Road
Corinna 7469
P 03 6446 1170 F 03 6446 1180
sales@corinna.com.au
www.corinna.com.au

Discovery Holiday Parks – Strahan

Located only a short stroll out of Strahan Village,
Discovery Holiday Parks – Strahan is perfectly positioned
backing onto the beautiful Macquarie Harbour.
This park is a great place to base yourself when exploring
the beauty of the Wild West Coast

Cnr Andrew and Innes Streets
Strahan 7468
P 03 6472 6200 F 03 6472 6202
strahan@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

TASafari
Tasafari take small, personal groups
camping and walking in the wild
places of Tasmania.
Our unique nature experiences visit
many of Tasmania’s natural attractions,
both well known such as Cradle
Mountain and Freycinet Peninsula, and
not so well known such as the Blue
Tier, Bay of Fires, Tarkine, Bruny Island,
Tasman Peninsula and the rugged
Tasmanian West Coast.
Each night we experience bush
camping and delicious meals with
campfire cooking.
Tasafari place a significant emphasis on
running a business and tours that are
low impact and sustainable.

2008 Cradle Mountain Road
Moina 7310
P 1300 882 415 M 0417 002 508
info@tasafari.com.au
www.tasafari.com.au
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Cradle Mountain Helicopters
A spectacular helicopter flight that takes in the jagged peaks of
Cradle Mountain, ancient rainforests and buttongrass heathlands,
deep glacial lakes and gorges. Join us on a flight that you will long
remember as one of the very best.
Cradle Mountain Village
P 03 6492 1132 cradlemountainhelicopters@bigpond.com.au
www.adventureflights.com.au

Discovery Holiday Parks – Strahan Backpackers
Located only a short stroll out of Strahan Village, this quiet and
affordable backpackers has all that the cost-conscious traveller
could ask for. This park is a great place to base yourself when
exploring the beauty of the Wild West Coast.
43 Harvey Street Strahan 7468
P 03 6472 6211 F 03 6472 6202
strahan@discoveryparks.com.au | www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Hay’s Bus Service and Adventure Tours
Ancient Huon Pine stand – Lake Johnston Nature Reserve.
Come with us and see the splendour of this ancient wonder situated
1,000m above sea level near Rosebery. Alpine growth coupled with
fire-ravaged King Billy Pines gives a display of ‘another land.’
10-12 Esplanade Rosebery 7470
P 03 6473 1247 F 03 6473 1444
haytour@bigpond.com.au | www.haytour.com.au

Tasmanian Expeditions
Tasmanian Expeditions offers the largest range of active adventure
holidays across the wilderness isle. Our small, exclusive groups
bushwalk, cycle, raft, kayak and climb. Walk the Overland or South
Coast Tracks, the Walls of Jerusalem, Bay of Fires, Freycinet or the
Tarkine, cycle the East Coast or raft the mighty Franklin River.
For more information or to order a brochure:
P 1300 666 856 info@tasmanianexpeditions.com.au
www.tasmanianexpeditions.com.au
12
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Ben Lomond National Park

Ben Lomond National Park

Getting There
Located 50 km south-east of Launceston, the
park is reached by back roads via White Hills or
Evandale onto the Blessington Road (C401). Before
Upper Blessington, turn right onto the Ben Lomond
Road. The alpine village is about 18 km from the
turnoff. You will pass a camping/picnic area to the
left and the turn off to Carr Villa (Scout Hut) on
the right. (Walking tracks from Carr Villa lead to
the summit and the alpine village – both about
1.5 km). The unsealed main road continues to climb
via the steep and winding ‘Jacobs Ladder’ to the
alpine village.
In winter the upper section of this road is subject
to ice and snow. The road may be closed without
notice at the barrier 4.5 km from the village.
Wheel chains must be carried between June and
September – they can be rented or purchased
from outlets in major centres. Antifreeze is also
needed. Petrol is not available on the mountain.

Highlights
Ben Lomond National Park is effectively a
mountain island set in a sea of agricultural and
forested lowlands. Dolerite rock dominates the
1500 m high plateau. During recent ice ages, a small
ice-cap existed on Ben Lomond and the resulting

glaciation accounts for much of the distinctive
alpine scenery. Vast screes and boulder fields of
dolerite are outstanding examples.
Because of the decreasing area of natural habitat
available in north-eastern Tasmania, the national
park plays an invaluable role in regional flora and
fauna conservation. The park’s plant life is rich and
varied, with well over 200 different plant species,
ranging from towering trees to tiny alpine herbs.
Trees are rare above 1 200 m, so the bulk of Ben
Lomond is alpine moorland. These areas are home
to an interesting variety of cushion plants.
Bennett’s wallabies and wombats are common,
pademelons are abundant, and Forester kangaroos,
eastern quolls, echidnas, antechinus and platypus
have all been seen. Tasmanian devils were once
common but since the late 1990s their numbers
have sharply declined (see page 42).
Bird life here varies from the prominent, such
as wedge-tailed eagles and yellow-tailed black
cockatoos, to the tiny, including silver-eyes and
pardalotes. Tasmanian endemics include the green
rosella, scrubtit, brown thornbill, yellow wattlebird,
yellow-throated honeyeater, black-headed
honeyeater, strong-billed honeyeater and
the black currawong.
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Mole Creek Karst National Park

Marakoopa Cave

Getting There
Mole Creek Karst National Park is situated in the
central north of Tasmania, about 40 minutes drive
west of Deloraine. It can reached via the B12 from
Deloraine via Mole Creek. The first turnoff is well
sign-posted and leads to Marakoopa Cave. The
second turnoff is a further 7 km along the B12 and
leads to King Solomons Cave. If you plan to visit
both caves, remember that it will take about 15
minutes to travel the distance between the two.

Highlights
The Mole Creek Karst National Park was declared
in 1996 to provide protection for some of the
finest and most visited cave systems in the State.
Marakoopa and King Solomons Caves are open
to the public and provide the opportunity to take
a deeper look into the fascinating world of ‘karst’
landscapes. They are home to a range of fascinating
animals which have evolved features that allow
them to adapt to their lightless environments.
The glow-worm display in Marakoopa Cave is the
largest you’ll see in any public access cave anywhere
in Australia.
The Mole Creek area is renowned for its caves.
Marakoopa and King Solomons Caves are but two
caves in an area that contains over 300 known
caves and sinkholes. Other typical karst features
14
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in this area include gorges and large underground
streams and springs.

Activities
Tasmania’s only underground national park protects
a region of deep limestone caves with spectacular
formations, glow-worm displays, subterranean
streams and cathedral caverns. There are guided
tours through the Marakoopa and King Solomon
show caves, while escorted adventure caving
can also be arranged. Cave tour times and other
information is available from www.parks.tas.gov.au
or phone (03) 6363 5133.
Short forest walks and picnics in the scenic
surroundings are also popular.

King Solomons Cave

Narawntapu National Park

The Lagoon, Narawntapu National Park

Getting There
On the central north coast of Tasmania,
Narawntapu National Park is less than a one hour
drive from Launceston. From Launceston, you can
get to West Head and Badger Beach at the eastern
end of the park by driving up the West Tamar
Highway and turning left into C721.
The visitor centre and park office is at Springlawn
on Bakers Beach, and is reached from B71 east of
Devonport or B72 north of Westbury. Watch for
the marked turnoff to the park, C740.

Highlights
Narawntapu National Park, known as Asbestos
Range until 1999, became the first Tasmanian park
to revert to an Aboriginal name. Narawntapu is
the Aboriginal name for the Badger Head/West
Head area. The park is rich in both Aboriginal and
European heritage, and is famous as a place to view
Tasmania’s wildlife in its natural setting. At dawn and
dusk around Springlawn is the best time to observe
marsupials such as wombats, Forester kangaroos,
Tasmanian devils, Bennetts wallabies and
pademelons.

birds species – as many as 116 species have been
recorded – including honeyeaters, green rosellas,
black cockatoos, raptors, robins, wrens and fantails.
Along the beaches, tidal flats and around the lagoon,
a wide variety of waterbirds, waders and coastal
birds can be observed. A bird hide in the melaleuca
at the lagoon offers an ideal spot for birdwatching
and photography: binoculars are recommended.

Activities
Prolific wildlife, long, empty beaches, bird watching,
fishing and summer wildflowers are features of this
coastal national park. The Bakers Beach area has
good camping, picnic and wildlife viewing areas. A
magnificent coastal traverse of the park is possible
between Bakers Beach and Greens Beach. You can
walk in either direction (7 to 9 hours one way).
Arrange a car shuffle for one-way walks, or make it
an overnight bushwalk and retrace your steps the
next day.

The park’s diverse flora ranges from coastal
heathlands and grasslands to wetlands and dry
sclerophyll woodlands. This in turn attracts many
Wombat

Bennetts wallaby

TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Strzelecki National Park (Flinders Island)

Strzelecki Peaks from Trousers Point

Getting There
Flinders Island can be reached either by plane or by
sea. Airlines of Tasmania – ph (03) 6359 2312 or
fax (03) 6359 2087 or email flinders@airtasmania.
com.au – offer flights to Whitemark (the island’s
main settlement) from Launceston and Moorabbin
in Victoria. There is no public transport on the
island. Vehicles and bicycles are available for rent
at Whitemark.
From Whitemark, take the B85 south-east to the
C806 turnoff, which leads to the park. From Lady
Barron, take the B85 north-west to the C806 turnoff.
After 6 km along the C806, you will come to a sign
and a stile on the left which marks the start of the
walking track to Strzelecki Peaks. A further 2.5 km
will bring you to the turnoff to Trousers Point. The
coastal waters adjacent to the park are a popular
boating destination because of the beauty of the
area and the sheltered waters. There are boat
ramps in relatively close proximity to the park at
Whitemark, Lady Barron and Badger Corner.

Highlights
Spectacular granite outcrops dominate Strzelecki
National Park park. They are part of a much larger
series of granite bodies extending from eastern
Tasmania to Wilsons Promontory in Victoria.
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Encounters with wombats, wallabies and
pademelons are a common occurrence. Other
mammals of interest include long-nosed potoroos,
which favour areas of dense cover. The park has
a high number of endemic species, as well as rare
plant and animal communities. Bird life is particularly
rich and diverse, with about 114 recorded species.
Flinders is an important stop-over for birds
migrating between the Australian mainland and
Tasmania, making the conservation of such large
areas of diverse habitat essential.
A number of rare and threatened species occur,
including the swift parrot, forty-spotted pardalote,
grey-tailed tattler, and the hooded plover. Reptiles
including tiger snakes, white-lipped snakes, mountain
dragons and a number of skink species occur here.
Six frog species, including the vulnerable green and
golden frog, are also found.

Activities
Flinders is an island of surprises – magnificent
beaches, fine bushwalks, abundant wildlife and a
fascinating history. Strzelecki National Park has tall
granite peaks, wildflowers, forests and wonderful
views to the sea and nearby islands. The camping
area at Trousers Point is a good base. Car hire and
a range of accommodation and outdoor tours are
also available on the island.

Kent Group National Park

Australian fur seals

Access to the Kent Group National Park is very
limited due to the remote location of the islands
and the unavailability of commercial charters.
Private boats still frequent the waters attracted
by safe anchorages and spectacular scenery.

the Kent Group was visited by Matthew Flinders in
1798, and subsequently became an important sealing
settlement. Its on-going importance for navigation
led to a lighthouse being built on Deal Island in 1848;
the light is sometimes visible at night from Wilson’s
Promontory in Victoria, some 80 km away.

Highlights

Activities

The park comprises a small group of islands with
a rich cultural and natural heritage. Geologically
they are composed of granite overlain by younger
sediments, including limestone and limesand
deposits. Their highest point, on Deal Island, is
305 m above sea level. The vegetation ranges
from Poa tussock grassland and drooping sheoak
woodland to closed scrub and patches of low
forest. While some islands have a high number of
invasive exotic plants, the national park is uniquely
significant as a transition zone between mainland
and Tasmanian floras.

The Kent Group of islands has been reserved
for the protection of unique marine and land
ecosystems. Facilities are therefore very limited
and visitors must be self-sufficient. The islands
do not offer any formed walking tracks, shops
or public amenities. Please practice ‘leave no
trace’when visiting. While there are safe anchorages
here in adverse weather conditions, there are
no established campsites and only a small hut at
West Cove on Erith Island (emergency use only).
The spectacular scenery is best observed from
the water, with sea kayaking a popular way to
explore. However access by sea kayak is a major
undertaking suitable only for the highly skilled and
experienced. There are also great opportunities for
diving in the protected bays and coves around the
islands, all of which is a Marine Reserve. Swimming
and diving within the seal colonies is not advised as
where there are seals there are sharks!

Getting There

The Kent Group is an important Australian fur seal
breeding site, and a sanctuary for birds such as
diving petrels, fairy prions, short-tailed shearwaters,
little penguins, sooty oystercatchers, cormorants
and terns. The larger islands also contain habitat
for a range of native animals such as bandicoots,
potoroos and possums. Historically it is not clear
that Aboriginal groups used the islands. However

TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Launceston, Tamar and the North Reserves

Tamar Island Wetlands boardwalk

Tamar Island Wetlands
This unique urban wetlands reserve is 10 minutes
drive from the heart of Launceston. Tamar Island
has been Crown Land since settlement and up
to the 1980s was leased to private and public
operators. In the 1980s the Tasmanian Government
purchased the wetlands area around Tamar
Island, which was incorporated into the greater
Tamar River Conservation Area. Wetlands play an
important role in maintaining water quality. They
also provide important habitat for many native
animals and plants, with many species relying on
wetlands as places to feed and breed.

River gorge and the adjacent plateau country are
features of the 440 ha reserve. Boundaries are
shared with the popular Cataract Gorge Reserve,
managed by Launceston City Council. Originally set
aside to meet the recreation needs of a growing
urban population, the reserve has more recently
also been recognised for its important nature
conservation role. The reserve protects dry open
grassy forest and woodland communities, including
28 species of threatened plants. The habitats of
the South Esk River gorge are particularly rich.
An underground tunnel and flume, integral to the
historic Duck Reach hydro-electric scheme, are
within the reserve and are listed on the Register
of the National Estate. The reserve offers visitors
a broad range of activities, including club run and
commercial activities, picnics, dog walking, exercising,
horse riding, cycling, orienteering and rock climbing.
Lake Trevallyn is used for water skiing, canoeing,
swimming and windsurfing.

An interpretation centre and bird hide offer the
chance to learn about the value of the wetlands.
The Tamar Island Wetlands is managed by the
Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service, with significant
assistance from Wildcare volunteers.
Low Head Maritime Museum

Low Head Historic Site

South Esk River, Trevallyn Nature Recreation Area

Trevallyn Nature Recreation Area
The Trevallyn Nature Recreation Area is located
on the South Esk River, Tasmania’s longest river,
only four km from the centre of Tasmania’s second
largest city, Launceston. Part of the South Esk
18
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Constructed in 1833, the Low Head Light Station
played an invaluable role in ensuring the safe
passage of vessels from Bass Strait into the mouth
of the Tamar river. It was the third to be established
in Australia and has operated continuously for over
170 years. It was only recently automated. The Low
Head precinct includes a great diversity of 19th
century maritime buildings, many of which remain
remarkably intact. The Low Head Pilot Station is the
earliest surviving pilot building in Australia.

Discovery Holiday Parks – Hadspen

Located 15 minutes from Launceston and only a short drive
from many of the attractions of the Tamar Valley region.
Discovery Holiday Parks – Hadspen is a great base
for exploration. We offer cabins ranging from economy to
superior, a selection of sites, and great options for all budgets.

Cnr Main Street and Meander
Valley Highway Hadspen 7290
P 03 6393 6391 F 03 6393 6221
hadspen@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

The Fox Threat
The European red fox (Vulpes vulpes) was introduced
to mainland Australia as early as the 1850s.
unning and efficient killers, foxes have been
implicated in the extinction of many native
animals. Evidence of the presence of foxes in
Tasmania has been growing since their illegal and
malicious introduction here in the late 1990s.

C

The fox represents the single most devastating
threat to Tasmania’s native mammals and birds.
Its previous lack of foxes has given the State
something of a haven status for many native
species endangered or extinct on mainland
Australia. For instance the Tasmanian pademelon
and Tasmanian bettong, both of which thrive
in Tasmania, are now extinct on the mainland

because of the fox. The mainland eastern
barred bandicoot has been reduced to a mere
200 surviving individuals because of the fox.
If foxes become established here, all of
Tasmania’s native land animals would be at risk.
Foxes are also a major threat to livestock, and
can spread disease and environmental weeds.
You can help by reporting fox sightings and any
other evidence (unusual scats, den sites, stock
kills) to the Fox Hotline:

1300 FOX OUT
(1300 369 688).
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Maria Island National Park

Walking on Maria Island

Getting There

Highlights

Maria Island can only be reached by boat or plane.
Triabunna is the nearest town on the Tasmanian
mainland, and the usual access point to the island.
From Hobart, drive on the A3 road to Sorell and
then on past Orford. This drive takes approximately
one and a half hours. From Launceston, take the A1
south to Campbell Town, the B34 to Swansea, and
the A3 to Triabunna. It takes about two and a half
hours from Launceston.

Maria Island is a special place with something for
everyone – historic ruins, sweeping bays, rugged
cliffs and mountains, and remarkable wildlife. On the
island you will discover a place where there are no
motor vehicles, no shops and no worries. Whether
you’re here for hours or days, you can choose the
kind of stay that suits you and let Maria work its
spell on you.

Important points for visitors:
• Triabunna is about 90 minutes drive from
Hobart;
• passengers are reminded that Maria Island is a
National Park and that park entry fees apply
upon arrival;
• there are no shops on the island so visitors are
required to bring their own food, warm gear,
etc. There are shops in Triabunna; and
• for accommodation bookings in the Penitentiary
telephone the Park Office on Maria Island on
(03) 6257 1420.

Activities
Maria Island is a place best explored on foot or by
bike. Near the jetty is Darlington, the site of a 19th
century convict settlement. Learn about Maria’s
convict and industrial heritage in the Coffee Palace;
discover the island’s amazing marine life via an
interactive display in the Commissariat Store.
You can also watch the abundant wildlife; hire
a bike; or explore a network of walking tracks.
Backpacker accommodation and camping sites
are available at Darlington. Bookings are essential.

Please note: ferry access to Maria Island is available
from Triabunna. Running times vary throughout the
year. For current timetable and fares, contact Maria
Island Ferry and Eco Cruises on 0419 746 668 or
see www.mariaislandferry.com.au.
Snorkelling on Maria Island
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Douglas-Apsley National Park

Apsley Gorge

Getting There

Activities

Douglas-Apsley National Park is mid-way up the
east coast of Tasmania, about two and a quarter
hours from Launceston and slightly longer from
Hobart.

Forest and riverside walks, swimming holes, bush
camping and picnics are popular here. Walks
include the 20 minute return stroll to the Apsley
Waterhole, the three hour Apsley Gorge circuit
(both in the south of the park) and the three day
north-south bushwalk through the park. This walk,
the Leeaberra Track, starts at Thompsons Marsh in
the north and finishes near Apsley Waterhole in
the south. Root rot (Phytophthora cinnamomii) is
a problem in the area; please clean boots and
tent pegs before and after visiting the park.

The Apsley Waterhole, at the southern end of the
the park, is reached by taking the Rosedale Road
of the Tasman Highway (A3) about 3 km north of
Bicheno. Thompsons Marshes, at the northern end
of the park, are reached by turning west off the
Tasman Highway about 24 km north of Bicheno.
Take the gravel Forestry ‘E’ Road for 4½ km to a
sign-posted junction, taking the left fork. Continue
just over 1 km on the E4 road, take the right fork
and travel 500 m to the carpark.

Highlights
From its deep river gorges and waterfalls to its
dolerite-capped plateau; from dry eucalypt forest
and colourful heathlands to pockets of rainforest,
Douglas-Apsley National Park is a place of
surprising contrasts. This park is one of the few
that conserve the diverse wealth of dry sclerophyll
forest plants found on the east coast of Tasmania.
The crystal clear waters that run through the park
are a welcome sight on a hot summer’s day.
Apsley Gorge

TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Freycinet National Park

Wineglass Bay

Getting There
The park is about two and a half to three hours
from either Hobart or Launceston. Turn off the
Tasman Highway (A3) onto the Coles Bay Road
(C302) 12 km south of Bicheno. (The turnoff to the
Friendly Beaches section of the park is via a gravel
road about 2 km after leaving the highway.)
The main park entrance and visitor centre are just
after Coles Bay township about 30 km from the
highway.

Highlights
The Freycinet Peninsula is effectively two eroded
blocks of granite joined by a sand isthmus. The
imposing granite peaks, and the many white sandy
beaches that dot the peninsula, are among the
highlights. Warmer, drier weather encourages
the growth of dry forest and heath species, with
wildflowers common at most times of the year.
Bennetts wallabies, pademelons, echidnas and the
occasional wombat are commonly seen. It is also a
haven for lizards (including White’s skinks, occellated
skinks and mountain dragons) and frogs (including
green and gold frogs, Tasmanian froglets and
spotted marsh frogs).

sea eagles and Australasian gannets to small nectarfeeding birds such as eastern spinebill and crescent
or New Holland honeyeaters. The waters off the
peninsula are regularly visited by whales, particularly
southern right whales, during the winter months.

Activities
Freycinet has wonderful coastal and mountain
walking, ranging from short walks to the overnight
Peninsula Track. There’s also wildlife, wildflowers,
sea kayaking, climbing, abseiling, offshore cruising to
observe marine life and sea birds or just relaxing
on the beach in the shade of she-oaks. The park
has a camping area with basic facilities (booking
required), as well as bush camping in the more
remote parts of the park. Don’t miss the short
walk to the Wineglass Bay lookout. Outside
Magazine rates Wineglass Bay as one of the
world’s ten best beaches.

Many species of birds live in or stop over at
Freycinet. These range from large white-bellied
Sea kakaying, Freycinet National Park
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Mt William National Park

Mt William National Park

Getting There
Located north-east of Launceston, Mt William
National Park is reached by back roads from
Gladstone. From Launceston, travel to Gladstone
via Scottsdale (A3 and B82), or via the East Tamar
and Bridport (A8 and B82). From Gladstone it is
17 km (on gravel roads C843 and C845) to the
park entrance at the northern end of the park.
The southern end of the park, near Eddystone
Point, can be reached by gravel roads from
St Helens via Ansons Bay (C843 and C846) or
from Gladstone on C843. The nearest petrol is
available at Gladstone.

Highlights
The park has an amazing diversity of animals.
Forester kangaroos – now largely restricted to
the north-east of the State – are abundant here.
Wombats, wallabies, pademelons and echidnas
are also common. Tasmanian devils were once
widespread in the park, but their numbers have
dropped drastically due to the devil facial tumour
disease. The large population of marsupials has
combined with previous farming practices to
maintain large areas of open ‘lawn.’ Their constant
grazing keeps trees and shrubs from becoming
established.

Coastal heathlands and woodlands, which dominate
the park contain hundreds of different plant species,
many of which flower colourfully in spring and
summer. As a result, bird life is rich and varied, with
nearly 100 species occurring here. These include
tawny-crowned and crescent honeyeaters, as well
as superb blue wrens, flame, dusk and scarlet robins,
firetails and striated pardalotes. Occasional flocks of
yellow-tailed black cockatoos, their raucous, rasping
cry hard to miss, can be seen, flying overhead or
feeding in trees and bushes.
Mt William is also an excellent area for observing
sea birds such as terns, gannets and albatrosses,
as well as both pied and sooty oystercatchers.
Although not common, both white-bellied sea
eagles and wedge-tailed eagles can sometimes
be spotted soaring overhead.

Activities
Long walks on empty beaches, coastal wildflowers,
camping, fishing, boating, and diving are some of
the main attractions. This park is also a wildlife
viewing hot spot. Pack a torch and take a stroll at
dawn or dusk; you’re all but certain to see Forester
kangaroos, wallabies and wombats. Eddystone Point
Lighthouse, on the State’s most easterly point, is at
the southern end of the park.
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East Coast Reserves
Granite outcrops punctuate white sand beaches
fringed with dry forest and heath. Camping, fishing,
swimming, boating and wildlife viewing are among
the activities available at these popular reserves.

Binalong Bay, Bay of Fires

Bay of Fires and East Coast Reserves
Some of Tasmania’s most beautiful coastline is
found in the north-east between the Bay of Fires
and Scamander. Coastal reserves such as St Helens
Conservation Area, Scamander Conservation Area,
Humbug Point Nature Recreation Area and Bay of
Fires Conservation Area protect a range of natural
and recreational values.
Binalong Bay, Bay of Fires

Bicheno Penguin Tours
Our protected private penguin rookery allows you to view these
remarkable birds up close and undisturbed in their own environment.
Cost $25 Adult, $15 Children, Free under 4 years.
Shop One Town Centre Tasman Highway Bicheno 7215
P 03 6375 1333

F 03 6375 1533

www.bichenopenguintours.com.au

Freycinet Sea Cruises
Cruise the entire Freycinet Peninsula and anchor in stunning
Wineglass Bay for a sample of local sparkling wine, cheese and
oysters. Dolphins, seals, sea eagles, albatross and whales!

The Jetty Coles Bay 7215
P 03 6257 0355
info@freycinetseacruises.com | www.freycinetseacruises.com
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Southwest National Park

View over Lake Pedder

This vast wilderness park can be accessed via
two main routes.

Getting There: via Cockle Creek
Cockle Creek is at the end of the most southerly
road in Australia, about two hours drive south from
Hobart. Take the Huon Highway (A6) through
Geeveston, then the C635 past the Hastings Caves
turn off. Then follow the C636 gravel road through
Lune River to Cockle Creek. The last stages of the
road are fairly rough but can be negotiated by two
wheel drive vehicles

Highlights
Quiet sheltered bays are backed by grand views
of the thickly forested Southern Ranges. An area
best explored on foot or in a boat, it is both a
destination and a gateway to the wider wilderness.
The famous South Coast Track, one of Tasmania’s
Great Bushwalks, terminates here.

Activities
Enjoy a summer swim, picnic, camping, boating or
fishing. Get a taste of the wilderness by walking to
the dramatic South Cape Bay (four to five hours
return) or enjoy a scenic stroll from your car
around the foreshore to the whale sculpture.
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Getting There: via Maydena
Take the sealed road (B61) 150 km west from
Mt Field to reach Lake Gordon and Lake Pedder,
set in the wild and mountainous south-west
wilderness.

Highlights
A narrow ribbon of road snakes through a vast
and largely untracked region of forests, mountains
and buttongrass plains. The weather is often wild
and changeable, offering glimpses – or in fine spells,
wide vistas – of a beautiful wilderness.
Human use of the area began with Tasmania’s
Aboriginal people as long as 35 000 years ago. In
the 20th century small-scale mining and large-scale
hydro-electric dams left their mark, but today
the area sees few visitors, and natural processes
dominate.

Activities
Walking, boating, fishing (licence required), sightseeing and photography are all popular. Check the
weather forecasts before boating as conditions
change fast.

Hartz Mountains National Park

Hartz Mountains

Getting There
Hartz Mountains is 84 km south-west of Hobart.
From Hobart, drive south on the A6 (Southern
Outlet), following the signs to Huonville and
Geeveston. In Geeveston turn right on the Arve
Road (C632), which is clearly signposted, for
Hartz Mountains National Park. Drive 13 km west
through forests then take the signposted narrow
gravel road into the national park. The last section
of the road can sometimes be closed by snow.

Highlights
The Hartz Mountains are a high backbone of
dolerite rock that has been modified by several
ice ages. Cirques, horn peaks, aretes, glacial lakes
and troughs are all in evidence.
Vegetation changes with altitude; wet eucalypt
forest gives way to rainforest and finally subalpine and alpine plant communities in the higher
parts. One of the feature plants in the sub-alpine
zone is the Tasmanian waratah (Telopea truncata),
which flowers spectacularly red in late spring/early
summer.

Several frog species can be heard calling during
the day, including the moss froglet which was
previously unknown until it was discovered at
Hartz Mountains in 1992.
A variety of birds can also be seen in the park
depending on the season. Some of the more
common birds include the eastern spinebill, green
rosella, forest raven and several honeyeaters.

Activities
A range of walking tracks leads through subalpine
woodlands to ice-carved crags, lakes and alpine
moorlands. On clear days, there are superb views
east to the sea and west further into the World
Heritage-listed wilderness. At any time of year the
weather can change suddenly – be prepared for
cold conditions, even in summer.

Most mammals in the park are nocturnal, however
echidnas and platypus are sometimes observed
during the day. In the evening wallabies, pademelons
and brushtail possums are often seen.
Flowering waratah
TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Mt Field National Park

Russell Falls

Getting There

Activities

Mt Field National Park is just over one hours drive
from Hobart via New Norfolk. From Hobart, take
the Brooker Highway (A10) north-west to New
Norfolk. After New Norfolk you can follow the
road on either side of the Derwent River (the A10
or B62) until you reach Westerway. From there it
is a short drive along a winding bitumen road to
the small township of National Park and the clearly
marked entrance to Mt Field National Park.

There’s something here for everyone, from short
walks and peaceful picnics in the lower section of
the park (shelters and electric barbecues provided)
to skiing and longer bushwalks in the higher
sections of the park.

Highlights

Remember to bring warm, rain and wind-proof
clothing – no matter what time of year you visit.

This beautiful national park has spectacular glaciated
landscapes, some of the world’s tallest eucalypt
forests and a network of excellent walking tracks,
from overnight alpine walks to the sealed five
minute wheelchair-accessible walk to the beautiful
Russell Falls. For many people, this three-tier
waterfall is the prettiest in Tasmania. The visitor
centre features interpretation displays, shop and
a café. Access to the alpine area is via the Lake
Dobson Road, which climbs for 16 km through a
succession of forest types to reach Lake Dobson
and its walking tracks. During autumn, the slopes of
the mountains which back onto Tarn Shelf become
a riot of colour as the fagus, or decidious beech,
turns gold, red and orange.

During summer, rangers lead a variety of activities
such as walks and talks for adults and children.
Enquire at the park office or on the park’s website
to find out if there is a current program.

Rainforest
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South Bruny National Park

Bruny Island lighthouse

Getting There
Bruny Island lies just off the south-east coast, across
D’Entrecasteaux Channel. From Hobart, the island
can be reached by travelling south on the Southern
Outlet (A6) to Kingston, and then continuing to
Kettering on the B68, some 40 km (and about
40 minutes) south of Hobart.
A vehicular ferry departs from Kettering at regular
intervals throughout the day. The 15 minute trip
ends at Roberts Point on north Bruny Island. From
Roberts Point travel by road (sealed and unsealed)
to the southern part of the island.
For further ferry information (timetable and
costs) call (03) 6273 6725 or the Bruny Island/
D’Entrecasteaux Visitor Centre on (03) 6267 4494,
or go to www.brunyislandferry.com.au.

Highlights
Wild seascapes, sea cliffs, birdlife, wildflowers, tall
forests and a classic lighthouse are among the
features of this national park. Bruny is also rich in
history. The Nuenonne (Aboriginal) people called
the island Lunnawannalonna, and the park contains
a number of important Aboriginal sites. One of
the most famous Tasmanian Aborigines, Truganini,
came from Bruny Island. She died in 1876 and
is sometimes mistakenly referred to as the last

Aboriginal Tasmanian. In fact many descendants
of Tasmanian Aborigines live on to this day.
Bruny Island was explored by such famous
navigators as Tasman, Cook, Bligh, D’Entrecasteaux
and Flinders. In the early part of the 19th century
whaling was carried out in Adventure Bay, and
at Grass Point structural remains can still be seen
today. The park provides key habitat for a variety
of forest and heath plants, and threatened bird
species such as hooded plovers, swift parrots and
forty-spotted pardalotes. There are also short-tailed
shearwaters and little penguin colonies, while the
marine environment is home to seals and whales.

Activities
Walks include Grass Point, Penguin Island and
Fluted Cape, from Adventure Bay; beach walks
on Cloudy Bay; and the Luggaboine and Peninsula
Tracks on the Labillardiere Peninsula. Camping areas
are located at Cloudy Bay and Jetty Beach. All have
pit toilets, limited water and fireplaces. Firewood is
not supplied, so please bring your own or use a fuel
stove. As there are no ramps in the park, boats can
be launched from beaches. Adventure Bay and Jetty
Beach provide safe, sheltered areas for swimming.
Cloudy Bay is a popular spot for experienced
surfers – watch the rips!
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Tasman National Park

Bivouac Bay walk

Getting There

Activities

The Tasman National Park is located on the Tasman
and Forestier Peninsulas in south-eastern Tasmania.
From Hobart, take the A3 to Sorell and then the
Arthur Highway (A9) to Port Arthur. The park has
several main access roads.

Given the stunning coastal scenery, it’s no surprise
that Tasman National Park offers some of the best
coastal walks in the country.

The northern end of the park can can accessed
via the Blowhole Road (C338) turnoff just after
Eaglehawk Neck. This will will take you to Tasman
Arch and Devils Kitchen.
To reach the southern area of the park, continue
along the A9 towards Port Arthur. Access to
Fortescue Bay and walking tracks to Cape Hauy,
Cape Pillar and Waterfall Bay can be reached along
the Fortescue Road, a 12 km gravel road.

Take a short and easy walk from the road-end at
Eaglehawk Neck to features such as Tasman Arch,
Waterfall Bay and Patersons Arch, or try longer
treks such as the Fortescue Bay to Cape Hauy
walk. Fortescue Bay has basic camping, picnic
facilities and boat launch facilities.
Scuba diving is popular off the sea cliffs.

Highlights
Tasman National Park protects diverse forest and
a truly spectacular coastline from Cape Surville to
Waterfall Bay and Fortescue Bay; and from Cape
Hauy to Cape Pillar and Cape Raoul. The park
incorporates several off-shore islands, including
Fossil Island, Hippolyte Rocks and Tasman Island.
The park is also home to a wide range of land and
marine animals, and several species of rare plants.

Cape Raoul
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Hobart and Surrounds Reserves

Hastings Caves

Shot Tower

Hastings Caves and Thermal Springs

Shot Tower Historic Site

The Hastings Caves State Reserve offers a variety
of experiences. Visitors can relax in the warm
waters of a thermal spring-fed pool, walk in the
rich forests of the reserve, or enjoy the unique
experience of exploring the richly-decorated
chambers of Newdegate Cave. The cave is the
largest tourist cave in Australia which occurs in
dolomite, rather than limestone. Don’t miss the
opportunity to take a tour of the cave with a
qualified Parks and Wildlife Service guide. Both
sites are open every day – entry fees apply.
Phone (03) 6298 3209 for details.

Located in Taroona, just 11 km from the centre of
Hobart, the Shot Tower is a unique historic site. It
is the only remaining circular sandstone shot tower
in the world. The top of the tower is accessed via a
259 step circular staircase (a small fee is charged).
From the top there are spectacular views over
the Derwent River. At the base of the tower is a
museum with a tea room/giftshop alongside. There
are toilet facilities, including for the disabled. The site
is open 9am to 5pm every day except Christmas
Day. Phone (03) 6227 8885 for details.

Manacles

A hooded plover at Lime Bay – photo courtesy Peter Grant

Richmond Gaol Historic Site

Lime Bay State Reserve

Richmond Gaol is the oldest, still intact, gaol in
Australia. It was erected by convicts between 1825
and 1827, so it predates Port Arthur by five years.
Many of the gaol’s prisoners remained unbowed
by the convict system, and escapes were frequent
throughout its history. Convicts resorted to all
manner of means to break out, including removing
roof shingles, digging under the foundations and
removing lintels over windows. The gaol, now a
museum, is open daily from 9am to 5pm – entry
fees apply. Phone (03) 6260 2127 for details.

On an inner arm of the Tasman Peninsula, near
the fascinating Coal Mines Historic Site, Lime Bay
is a popular coastal reserve. It protects dry coastal
forest, an abundance of coast-dwelling birds and a
shoreline that alternates between rocky sandstone
bluffs and calm sandy beaches. It has a popular
camping area with basic facilities suitable for
caravans and camper vans as well as tents
(fees apply). Coastal walks, swimming, fishing,
boating and wildlife viewing are popular in this
tranquil and scenic reserve.
TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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Bottom Bits Bus

We offer quality day tours to Tasmania’s major attractions and
national parks; with experienced guides and small group sizes.
Wineglass Bay and Freycinet National Park, Mt Field,
Mt Wellington and Something Wild Wildlife Sanctuary, and
Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park. Price: $120 adult
or $110 concession (includes parks passes and entry fees).

P 1800 777 103
bookings@bottombitsbus.com.au
www.bottombitsbus.com
www.smashandgrabtours.com.au

Bruny Wildlife Adventure

Exhilaration meets indulgence on this unforgettable expedition
blending Tasmania’s natural beauty, wildlife, and superb food
and wine. Experience South Bruny’s sculpted coastline and
abundant wildlife, including soaring sea birds, and sleek dolphins,
and journey into the heart of a remote fur seal colony,
including live vision from undersea cameras.

Hobart Cruises
Brooke Street Pier Hobart 7000
P 1300 137 919 F 03 6231 5114
info@hobartcruises.com
www.brunywildlifeadventure.com.au
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Discovery Holiday Parks – Hobart

Located 10 minutes from the city and 15 minutes to the airport.
Discovery Holiday Parks – Hobart is centrally located for all your
Tasmanian adventures. Nestled in a bush setting and with
a style of accommodation to suit every budget,
why would you stay anywhere else?

673 East Derwent Highway
Risdon 7016
P 03 6243 9879 F 03 6216 4115
hobart@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Discovery Holiday Parks – Mornington Hobart

Ideally located less than 10 minutes out of Hobart and its
airport. Discovery Holiday Parks – Mornington Hobart
is perfectly positioned to take in sights of Hobart and
day trips to Richmond or Port Arthur.
You will be suitably impressed by the range of
comfortable cabins to stay in.
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346 Cambridge Road
Mornington 7018
P 03 6244 8152 F 03 6211 4810
hobarteast@discoveryparks.com.au
www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Tasmanian Wilderness Experiences
We offer a range of practical services
including fully-guided daywalks and
overnight multi-day Tours in Tasmania’s
National Parks (suiting both beginners
and experienced walkers – with
all gear and equipment supplied), a
transport shuttle service, comfortable
accommodation at Base Camp
Tasmania, equipment hire and food
for the track.
We provide all the equipment and
comforts to ensure that all you need
to worry about on your walk is taking
photographs of Tasmania’s remarkable
landscapes, wildlife and fauna.
We do everything for you but
the walking!

959 Glenfern Road
Glenfern New Norfolk 7140
P 03 6261 4971 M 0414 238 458
info@twe.travel
www.twe.travel

Under Down Under Tours
Established in 1996, ‘Under Down
Under’ is one of the island’s longstanding pioneers of guided eco-tours
for budget travellers.
We offer a fresh approach to guided
tours for a wide variety of travellers
in three trip styles: Original (hostel);
Discovery (motel); and Active
(bike and hike, motel).
Our small group tour itineraries
include short walks in many of
Tasmania’s national parks and
conservation areas such as Cradle
Mountain, Bay of Fires, Freycinet,
Tasman, Wild Rivers and more.
Select from one to nine day tours.

204 New Town Road
Hobart 7000
P 03 6228 4255 1800 064 726
info@underdownunder.com.au
www.underdownunder.com.au
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Base Camp Tasmania
Delightful self-contained cabins located in a secluded valley high
above New Norfolk. Enjoy our unique Tasmanian plants, birds
and animals on 41ha of private reserve.
959 Glenfern Road
Glenfern New Norfolk 7140
P 03 6261 4971 M 0414 238 458
info@twe.travel | www.twe.travel

Ida Bay Railway
Scenic two hour return trip on a heritage-listed bush railway to a
safe and secluded beach. Walking tracks available. Stay and return
on later train if desired. Café, open every day. Picnic and BBQ
facilities at the beach and station.
328 Lune River Road Ida Bay 7109
P 03 6298 3110 M 0428 383 262
meg@idabayrailway.com.au | www.idabayrailway.com.au

Par Avion Wilderness Tours
Award-winning Par Avion offer half and full day tours and
bushwalker flights to Tasmania’s remote Southwest National Park,
a World Heritage-listed Wilderness.
Cambridge Airport
115 Kennedy Drive Cambridge 7170
P 03 6248 5390 F 03 6248 5117
flights@paravion.com.au | www.paravion.com.au

Roaring 40’s Ocean Kayaking
Tasmania’s On-the-Water kayaking centre for 14 years.
Offering the only fly-in kayaking trips to Bathurst Harbour/Port
Davey with Wilderness Camp accommodation.
Oyster Cove Marina
Ferry Road Kettering 7155
P 03 6267 5000 info@roaring40skayaking.com.au
www.roaring40skayaking.com.au
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Important Information
Walk Safely
Key points are:
• plan to walk safely – know your way, walk
within your capabilities;
• be prepared – take clothing and equipment to
suit changeable weather and track conditions;
• avoid walking alone – walk with friends;
• let a reliable person know your plans, before
you go – be sure to advise them of your
safe return;
• record your trip intentions in the log books –
this will help searchers to locate you if you are
reported overdue or missing; and
• be prepared to turn back, or change your plans,
if the weather deteriorates or the walk is more
difficult than expected.

Watch the Weather
Tasmania’s weather can change quickly, and summer
snowfalls in our high country are not uncommon.
Even for a short walk on a fine day, carry a light
pack with a weatherproof jacket, hat and gloves
and some high energy food. At the same time,
be prepared for bright sunshine – carry a sunhat
and sunscreen.

In Case of Bushfire
Be prepared and aware:
• check on the weather before going bush;
• plan your trip to include refuge areas;
• protect yourself from radiant heat;
• if caught on foot, seek shelter;
• do not try to outrun a fire;
• keep as low as possible to avoid breathing
heated air and smoke; and
• drink water regularly to avoid dehydration.

Leave No Trace
When visiting natural areas, whether camping,
boating, bushwalking, four-wheel driving or
caravanning, minimise your impacts by following
these principles:
• plan ahead and prepare;
• travel and camp on durable surfaces;
• dispose of waste properly;
• leave what you find;
• minimise campfire impacts: use a fuel stove;
• respect wildlife; and
• be considerate of other visitors.

Platypus
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Take a National Parks Pass
Fees are charged for entry to our national parks.
All money raised protects and maintains the parks
for the future. A Holiday Vehicle Parks Pass allows
entry for your car and passengers (up to a total of
8) to all national parks, and is valid for two months.
Also valid for two months is a Backpacker Parks
Pass (for pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists).
Annual and Two-Year Passes are for frequent
visitors. For short visits, a 24 Hour Vehicle Pass can
be purchased, while for those without a passenger
vehicle (walkers, cyclists, motorcyclists and coach
passengers) a 24 Hour Person Pass is available.
Passes can be bought online, at major national
parks, and at Tasmanian Visitor Information Centres.
Current charges can be found online at
www.parks.tas.gov.au or via phone 1300 135 513.

Discovery Ranger Activities
Parks and Wildlife award-winning Discovery
Rangers Program offers a variety of interpretive
activities in selected parks and reserves over the
summer and at other busy times. Visitors can join
in activities ranging from guided walks and talks to
slideshows and environmental games. Most of these
activities are free. For seasonal details check out
www.parks.tas.gov.au or individual parks.

Russell Falls

Disabled Access
Some national parks and reserves have facilities
and recreational opportunities to suit people who
are mobility impaired. This includes wheelchair
users, the visually impaired, the elderly, the infirm,
and parents with prams or strollers. The wheel
chair symbol in the summary table of this brochure
indicates where such facilities are available. This may
include facilities ranging from wheelchair accessible
toilets to ramps or wheelchair suitable tracks and
picnic shelters. Fuller details and a downloadable
brochure can be found at www.parks.tas.gov.au.

Discover y Rangers at work
TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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The Clank Of The Key

Aerial view of Darlington

Reformation on Maria Island
n the 1840s a convict arriving on the shores of
Maria Island was destined for a strict regimen
of labour, education and religion, all in the name
of reformation. Departing the mainland, they
crossed the well-named Mercury Passage, for the
crossing can be flat calm or a seething maelstrom,
depending on the vagaries of weather. The island
would have presented, as it does today, an imposing
silhouette, and the sparkling white sandy foreshores
of Darlington a welcome landing site.

I

The probation system operated on Maria Island
for only eight years, from 1842 to 1850, yet
this particular stage of the island’s settlement
remains remarkably intact and a focus for visitors.
Darlington, which in the past may have appeared
to island visitors as a random collection of
somewhat worn buildings, was in fact a highly
planned settlement, with each building having
a specific purpose in the reformation role. The
settlement includes the Penitentiary, the barn,
chapel, bakehouse, clothing store, messroom,
religious instructor’s and officers’ quarters and
administration office.

The brick ruins of the separate apartments can be
seen below the bakehouse and south of Darlington
at the windswept Point Lesueur. At Point Lesueur
one can’t help but stand at reasonably intact brick
ruins and speculate on the feelings sparked by the
clank of the key turning, leaving each convict alone
and confined for long hours to a space little larger
than a broom cupboard.
Recent conservation works by Parks and Wildlife
Service staff, skilled heritage tradesmen and
many volunteers have restored the sense that
the Darlington buildings were part of a very tight
community built to a detailed plan with a very
distinct purpose. Freshly weatherproofed and lime
washed, they will to continue to add to the unique
experience that is Maria Island for many years
to come.

The convict-era Commissariat Store, Maria Island
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Beneath The Surface
Tasmania’s Marine Protected Areas

T

asmania’s amazing beauty and diversity
continues under its coastal waters. Our clear,
pristine waters are renowned among snorkellers
and scuba divers for their giant kelp forests,
diverse marine life, spectacular caves and numerous
shipwrecks. But these waters also face a range of
threats including ocean warming, ocean acidification,
damaging storm events, coastal development,
intensive commercial fishing and invasive
marine pests.

Spotted seastar – photo © Karen Gowlett-Holmes

Marine protected areas – like parks and reserves
on land – help to safeguard our unique and
extraordinary marine life and habitats. They also
contribute to an idyllic Tasmanian coastal lifestyle
and a secure fishing industry that can be enjoyed
for generations to come.
At present Tasmania has seven marine reserves,
including one at sub-Antarctic Macquarie Island.
The Tasmanian Government is working toward the
declaration of further marine protected areas to
ensure our marine environments are protected to
the same degree as our land reserves. For further
information visit www.parks.tas.gov.au.
Potbelly seahorse – photo © Karen Gowlett-Holmes

Southern jewel anemone – photo © Karen Gowlett-Holmes
TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
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The Devil You Know?
and the spread of the dingo, which isn’t present
in Tasmania.
Devil numbers have sharply declined in Tasmania
since the late 1990s when the devil facial tumour
disease (DFTD) began infecting populations over
much of the State. DFTD is extremely unusual as
it is one of only three recorded cancers that can
spread like a contagious disease. The cancer is
passed from devil to devil through biting.

Tasmanian devil

magine an early European settler’s first night
in the Tasmanian bush. Spine-chilling nocturnal
screeches emanate from a mob of dark coloured,
dog-sized creatures squabbling bad-temperedly
over a carcass.

I

No wonder it was named The Devil!
Although the world’s largest surviving carnivorous
marsupial can sound and look incredibly fierce,
much of its behaviour is bluff. Each devil is trying
to establish dominance while minimising harmful
fighting during communal feeding.
And some of their little-seen behaviour is rather
more endearing. Devil mothers have been
observed to be gentle and caring with their young.
They typically carry two or three young in their
backward-opening pouch over autumn/winter,
suckling them until they’re ready to leave the
den at five or six months of age.
Devils are mainly scavengers, feeding on whatever
is available. Powerful jaws and teeth enable them
to completely devour prey – bones, fur and all.
Devils once occurred on mainland Australia, but it
is believed they became extinct there some 400
years ago. This was possibly due to increasing aridity

42

TASMANIA’S NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES

Researchers are working hard to find both cause
and cure. Wildlife managers are working on ways
of helping the survival of the species in the wild as
well as keeping a healthy captive population.

WILDCARE GIFT FUND
WILDCARE Inc. is a community volunteer organisation dedicated to caring for Tasmania’s
many parks and reserves, as well as its native plants and animals. We’re out there every day,
on the ground, getting our hands dirty. But we can’t do it alone.
Tasmania’s amazing natural environment gives us so much. This is your opportunity to give
something back.You can be certain your tax-deductible donation will go straight to where
it’s needed most. To find out more visit www.wildcaretas.org.au

WILDCARE takes your privacy seriously. For information

Which WILDCARE fund are you donating to?

on our privacy policies click on the Privacy & Confidentiality

❏ Gift Fund (general projects)
❏ Injured and Orphaned Wildlife
❏ Tasmanian Coast Conservation Fund

link at www.wildcaretas.org.au. Donations of $2 or more
are tax-deductible. Thank you!

❏ Whale Rescue Fund
❏ Fund Wildcarbon Fund
❏ World Heritage Wilderness Fund

Please fill out your details below and mail to WILDCARE Inc. c/- GPO Box 1751, Hobart, Tasmania 7001.Thanks for your donation!
It will go straight to where it’s needed most.
Your name: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________________________________________________________ Postcode: ____________

❏
Visa

Cheque (made out to WILDCARE Inc.) or money order (attached) or please fill in your credit card details:

❏

mastercard

❏

American Express

❏

I wish to donate the amount of:

Card Number:
Expiry date:

$_______________

/

Name on card: _____________________________________________

Signature:__________________________________
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CONTACT DETAILS
Parks and Wildlife Service
Ph 1300 135 513
www.parks.tas.gov.au
Parks Online Shop
shop.parks.tas.gov.au
Tourism Tasmania
Ph 1300 655 145
www.discovertasmania.com.au

