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The East Coast and Flinders Island
On the edge of the great Southern Ocean, Tasmania is extraordinarily diverse. Secluded white sand 
beaches, imposing mountains, primeval rainforest, rollicking tales of colonial history and wildlife 
found nowhere else on Earth are easily discovered on our island. 

On the East Coast, connect with communities with a passion for the place where they live; meet people who love to 
share the wine and food they make and the art they create; and experience the distinctive moods and features of 
Tasmania’s changing seasons.

Unwind with coastal adventures that get to the heart of things. Leave your footprints on a deserted white sandy beach, 
soar with sea eagles and swim in water so clear you won’t be able to tell where the horizon meets the sea.

Pack a picnic of local cheeses, berries and wine and wander a coastal trail where an ambling echidna might be all that 
breaks the spell of the tranquillity. Go sea kayaking or ocean cruising in majestic bays, discover hidden coves, get up 
close to migrating whales, playful seals and dolphins.

Five National Parks spread along the coast and islands are waiting to be discovered and explored; and at the eastern 
entrance to Bass Strait, the peaks, beaches and friendly people of Flinders Island have a warm island welcome for you.

Superb seafoods and fine cool climate wines; an unhurried, relaxing seaside life; diverse scenery and experiences;  
world-class bays, beaches and forests – you’ll find them all on Tasmania’s wonderful East Coast.
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Coast of Wonders
Tasmania’s East Coast is 
a palette of natural colour 
– red rock is splashed with 
orange lichen; grey-green 
coastal heathlands are bright 
with wildflowers; azure water 
washes pure white sand. 
It’s a coast of natural beauty – sea eagles 
soar above granite peaks; sunlight glints on 
surf, whales follow their ancient migrations.

This is a coast of flavours – cool-climate 
grapes from East Coast vineyards, plump 
oysters and succulent lobsters; sweet fruits 
and summer berries; full-flavoured beef and 
lamb, raised on seaside pastures.

It’s a place where holidays can be active 
or relaxing. Paddle a sea kayak along a 
sheltered coastline by day; then watch  
the sun set across the water in the  
evening, sipping a local wine and  
savouring oysters, straight from the sea.

You’ve read about the Bay of Fires, 
you’ve seen the spectacular images of 
Wineglass Bay, you’ve heard about the 
walks and wildlife of Freycinet. 

Now it’s time to come and experience  
them for yourself. 

Come and wander along an empty beach 
with someone special; reconnect with 
the wonders of nature; be inspired by 
spectacular landscapes. 

... it’s a coast of natural beauty 
– sea eagles soar above granite 
peaks; sunlight glints on surf, 
whales follow their ancient 
migrations ...

Hazards Beach
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Introduction - Coast of Wonders

Discover your own untracked 
beach, have a close encounter 
with native wildlife, explore  
the walking tracks of a national 
park, taste cool-climate wines 
from a local vineyard – they’re 
just some of the delights of 
a short break on Tasmania’s 
East Coast.
Each of the destinations has its own 
special appeal. 

In and around Orford, you’ll feel part of 
the life of a seaside town where the  
locals love to go for their holidays;  
across the Mercury Passage on Maria 
Island, you can meet wombats and 
wallabies, roaming free. 

In the historic seaside town of Swansea, 
you’ll find stories of the past in convict-
built sandstone; on the Freycinet 
Peninsula, you can cruise offshore to  
spot migrating whales and make a 
pilgrimage to Wineglass Bay, one of  
the finest beaches on Earth. 

In Bicheno, you’ll relax and soak up the 
sunny beachfront lifestyle; from St Helens, 
discover the remote and spectacular 
beaches of the Bay of Fires. 

As you venture inland from the coast 
you’ll enjoy hand-made, fresh-grown 
produce and encounter the hinterland’s 
tin-mining heritage; on Flinders Island, 
fossick for a Killiecrankie diamond and 
feel the friendliness of an island welcome.

As you turn the pages of this planner, 
you’ll find ideas for further explorations  
of the East Coast. Your journey of 
discovery is about to begin – welcome  
to Tasmania’s coast of wonders. 

Coastal destinations 

... have a close encounter with  
native wildlife, explore the walking 

tracks of a national park ...

Wineglass Bay 

WombatLoon.tite.ter.mair.re.le.hoin.er Walk, Swansea
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Bay of Fires

Suggested itineraries

3 nights/4 days
Day 1 – Hobart to Bicheno

•  Journey along the stunning coastal road from Hobart.

•   Visit East Coast Nature World where Tasmanian animals  
and birds enjoy natural parklands or walks to Rocking  
Rock and the blowhole.

•   Join a tour to see the nightly little penguin parade  
at Bicheno.

•  Overnight Bicheno.

Day 2 – Bicheno to Coles Bay

•   Visit the Freycinet Marine Farm where Pacific Oysters and 
Tasmanian Blue Mussels are harvested daily.

•   Kayak with Freycinet Adventures and explore the  
Freycinet Peninsula.

•  Sip champagne on the sand and watch the sun go down.

•  Visit the motorcycle museum.

•  Overnight Coles Bay.

Day 3 – Coles Bay

•   Ride the bumps and take in the sights with All4adventure’s 
guided ATV tours of Freycinet National Park.

•   Take off on a spectacular scenic flight over the east coast.

•   Cruise the Freycinet Peninsula to Wineglass Bay and 
experience close encounters with wildlife.

•  Overnight Coles Bay.

Day 4 – Coles Bay to Hobart

•   Feeling adventurous? Abseil down dramatic crags at 
Whitewater Wall, Freycinet National Park.

•   Travel back along the coast to Hobart stopping to see  
the historic Spiky Bridge on the way.

5 nights/6 days
Day 1 – Hobart to Orford/Maria Island

•   Find freedom with the relaxed pace at Orford.  
Treat the tastebuds and try a local woodfired pizza.

•   Take the short drive to Triabunna, the gateway to Maria Island. 
The town’s historic pub is a friendly spot for lunch.

•   Take a cruise to Maria Island; observe wombats, Cape Barren 
geese and wallabies as they graze close to the Darlington 
settlement. Don’t miss the Painted Cliffs and Fossil Cliffs.

•  Overnight Orford.

Day 2 – Orford to Swansea

•   The coastal views on the way to Swansea are spectacular.  
Pack a picnic and stop where the mood takes you.

•   Treat yourself to berries, homemade icecream, strawberry 
Riesling and other berry delights at Kate’s Berry Farm.

• Dive The Troy D with local dive operators.

•  Overnight Swansea.

Day 3 – Swansea to St Helens

•  Swim in a waterhole at Douglas-Apsley National Park.

•   Try an amazing pinot noir, chardonnay, sauvignon blanc and 
gourmet seafood at one of the many restaurants in Swansea.

•   Dive into enormous kelp forests, sponge gardens and sea 
caves with east coast dive operators.

•  Overnight Swansea.

Day 4 – St Helens

•   Indulge at the Choc-A-Lolly store, a specialist store offering 
quality confectionery and chocolates.

•   Choose freshly-shucked Salty Seas oysters.

•  Overnight St Helens.

Day 5 – St Helens

•   Battle a marlin, swordfish or bluefin tuna on a game fishing 
charter out of St Helens.

•   Stop off in Pyengana and taste award-winning cheeses or 
enjoy a cool drink at the Pub in the Paddock.

•   Walk through Mt William National Park, home to Forester 
kangaroos.

•   Dine at Angasi – a must for any visit to the east coast for its 
simple flavours and deliberately fantastic food.

•  Overnight St Helens.

Day 6 – Binalong Bay/Bay of Fires to Hobart

•   Experience the beauty and serenity of the Bay of Fires, miles 
of pure white sand and pristine clear seawater.

4 Your Holiday Planner 2010-11 – The East Coast & Flinders Island



Bay of Fires Walk 
Explore the pristine coastline of Tasmania 

known as the Bay of Fires and stay in 

the award-winning Bay of Fires Lodge. 

During our four day guided walk, this 

wonderfully remote landscape offers an 

awe-inspiring escape with beautiful flora 

and fauna just awaiting your discovery. 

Departs daily between October and May. 

Private accommodation and all meals 

included. 4-day guided walk.

Maria Island Walk 
Set on a remarkable island national park 

with a population of just two park rangers, 

this acclaimed four-day guided walk is 

a delightful blend of rare wildlife, rich 

heritage and elegant accommodation  

and dining. If the wildlife and stunning 

views don’t take your breath away our  

candlelit dining will! Judged the nation’s 

top Adventure Tourism in the 2008 

Australian Tourism awards.

The Freycinet  
Experience Walk
The Freycinet Experience Walk is a four-day 

guided walk covering the entire length of 

the Freycinet Peninsula. Experience blissful 

immersion in nature combining coastal 

and mountain walking – carrying no more 

than a light day-pack. Walkers return 

each evening to the secluded Friendly 

Beaches Lodge to enjoy splendid meals, 

local wine and a comfortable bed. 

A truly special place to unwind.

“These three award winning  
walks are members of an  
exciting new initiative The 
Great Walks of Tasmania which 
showcases Tasmania’s world  
class walks to the world”.

www.greatwalkstasmania.com.au

The East Coast is home 
to three of Australia’s truly 
outstanding guided walks
Slowly and delightfully explore some of the  
world’s most spectacular wilderness, wildlife  
and coastline – on foot and in luxury.

The Freycinet Experience Walk

The Freycinet Experience Walk

Bay of Fires Walk

Maria Island Walk

Maria Island Walk

Bay of Fires Walk
T+61 (0)3 6392 2211 F +61 (0)3 6392 2277
bookings@cradlehuts.com.au
www.bayoffires.com.au

Maria Island Walk
T +61 (0)3 6234 2999 F +61 (0)3 6234 6888
bookings@mariaislandwalk.com.au
www.mariaislandwalk.com.au

The Freycinet Experience Walk
T 03 6223 7565 F 03 6224 1315  
Freecall 1800 506 003
walk@freycinet.com.au
www.freycinet.com.au
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A river, an island,  
a string of beaches

You’ll find there are some special surprises 
and delights waiting for you on the first 
stage of your East Coast travels – beautiful 
beaches; spectacular Maria Island, with 
its walks and wildlife; fresh local produce, 
superb seafood and cool-climate wines.

You’ll find it all along the short stretch  
of coast around the towns of Orford  
and Triabunna.

Coasting down to the sea
The attractions of the East Coast begin 
before you even reach the sea – take a 
break in the country town of Buckland, 
where a 14th century stained glass window 
is a treasure of the 1846 St John the  
Baptist Church. 

At the bridge over the Prosser River in 
Orford, turn right towards the holiday shack 
communities of Spring Beach and Rheban, 
turn left to head along the coast past 
Raspins Beach towards Triabunna. 

But before you take either turn, spend a 
while in Orford itself – try the wood-fired 
pizzas from Scorchers or pick up some local 
seafood, fresh-baked bread and wine for a 
gourmet picnic to enjoy together.

There are some good short walks in the 
area – stroll along the convict-built road 
formation on the northern bank of the 
Prosser; or take the clifftop track from  
East Shelley to Spring Beach, looking across 
to the shapely peaks of Maria Island. 

An island national park, Maria is a 
fine destination for walks and wildlife 
observation. The working port and fishing 
village of Triabunna is the gateway to 
Maria Island. Triabunna’s sheltered marina 
is popular with cruising sailors. The Maria 
Island ferry departs from the marina, 
with another service leaving from nearby 
Louisville. Check at the town’s visitor centre 
for details on ferry crossings.

In the coastal holiday village of Orford, many Tasmanians love  
the easy-going shack life, the wonderful fishing, the crayfish and  
abalone – and the totally relaxing seaside lifestyle.

... many Tasmanians love the  
easy-going shack life, the wonderful 
fishing, the crayfish and abalone ...

Orford

GREAT 
OYSTER 

BAY

Swansea

Triabunna

Schouten Island

Maria Island

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Prosser River, Orford
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Convicts, grapes, silkworms 
and concrete
Maria is an island of nature and wildlife – 
wombats, Cape Barren geese and wallabies 
graze close to the Darlington settlement 
and a network of walking tracks explore 
locations around Darlington and south to 
the narrow isthmus joining North and  
South Maria Island.

A long-established marine reserve in the 
waters around Darlington has encouraged 
prolific underwater life – this is a superb 
place for snorkelling and diving. The Troy D 
is a spectacular wreck dive within the 
sheltered waters of Maria.

The original convict settlement at 
Darlington began in 1825 – sealers and 
whalers had camps on the island even 
earlier. A number of historic buildings 
from convict days still stand. After the 
convict era, an Italian entrepreneur had 
grand visions of establishing vineyards, 
orchards, cement works and even a silk 
industry on Maria. All failed, but some of 
Diego Bernacchi’s buildings survive – in his 
Coffee Palace, you’ll discover the island’s 
remarkable history.

On foot or underwater
Maria Island offers wonderful walking 
experiences – the easy strolls to Painted 
Cliffs and Fossil Cliffs; the steep and 
spectacular ascents to Bishop and Clerk  
and Mt Maria itself; and the overnight walks 
south from Darlington, such as the  
world-renowned and multi-award-winning 
four-day guided Maria Island Walk.

It’s also a place to explore beneath the 
surface – it’s as simple as pulling on a 
mask and snorkel and slipping into another 
world. At Darlington, an underwater video 
installation at key locations in the marine 
reserve means you don’t even need to  
get wet! 

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Darlington Bay
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... imagine finding a coastal 
haven of sandy beaches, seaside 
cliffs and rocky shores ...

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Kelvedon Beach
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Coast of sunshine  
and scenery

Walnut orchards, grazing pastures and 
forests; historic homesteads; a bridge 
topped with spikes of stone, a seaside 
town with convict-built architecture, friendly 
B&Bs and a couple of seriously cool cafes 
– you’ll find them all along the first part of 
the spectacular Freycinet Coast. 

Food, wine, scenery, lifestyle
The land around Swansea was first settled 
and named by Welsh pioneer farmers. 
Before them, French and Dutch navigators 
had sailed along the coast, adding names 
in their own languages to places that 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people had known  
for tens of thousands of years.

Little Swanport is a fabled fishing spot 
with abundant wetland birdlife; along the 
Mayfield Coastal Reserve, there’s easy 
access to empty beaches. The amazing 
luxury accommodation of Avalon and The 
Lair are highlights of this coastline. Further 
north is the quaint 1843 convict-built Spiky 
Bridge, where spikes of local stone created 
a fence to keep sheep and cattle safe as 
they crossed. 

Not far away at Kate’s Berry Farm you 
can enjoy the sweet taste of luscious 
strawberries, raspberries in a variety of 
treats made with home-grown fruit – jams, 
jellies, fruit wines and luscious ice cream. 

The town of Swansea doesn’t much 
resemble its Welsh namesake – instead of a 
city of almost a quarter of a million people, 
Tasmania’s Swansea is a friendly, relaxed 
seaside town with a rich colonial history. 

The stories of Swansea’s past are told in 
the town’s heritage buildings – but there’s 
nothing old-world about the town’s stylish 
and award-winning restaurants, cafes and 
bistros. Call in to Banc, meet the locals 
and share the perfect coffee or enjoy a 
memorable meal of East Coast specialties. 

Friendly people, great food, wonderful wine 
and a laid-back, beach-oriented lifestyle – 
that’s an East Coast holiday.

Imagine finding a coastal haven of sandy beaches, seaside 
cliffs and rocky shores; picture yourself tasting vintages from 
cool-climate vineyards and savouring the sweetness of summer 
berries. In and around Swansea, these are just some of the 
experiences you can discover together. 

Coles BaySwansea

Bicheno

GREAT 
OYSTER 

BAY

Orford

Wineglass Bay

Schouten Island

Maria Island

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Avalon Coastal Retreat 

Kates Berry Farm
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SWANSEA
MEREDITH HOUSE & MEWS

Meredith House
15 Noyes Street, Swansea Tasmania 7190
T 03 6257 8119  F 03 6257 8123
www.meredithhouse.com.au

Heritage listed Bed and Breakfast, with
modern day comforts including free
Internet access. Eight en-suite bedrooms,
three spa studio apartments and the best
breakfast in Tasmania. Centrally located
for all amenities.

SWANSEA
SCHOUTEN HOUSE

1 Waterloo Road, Swansea Tasmania 7190
T 03 6257 8564  F 03 6257 8767
enquiries@schoutenhouse.com
www.schoutenhouse.com

A landmark heritage listed home, c1844. 
Antique and four poster beds, ensuites, 
delicious full cooked breakfast. Metres 
from the beach in a peaceful setting. 
Guest lounge with open fire.

SWANSEA
TUBBY & PADMAN BOUTIQUE ACCOMMODATION

20 Franklin Street, Swansea Tasmania 7190
T 03 6257 8901  M 0409 624 855
tubbyandpadman@tassie.net.au
www.tubbyandpadman.com.au

Centrally positioned in Swansea a unique
Georgian Property (circa 1840) boasting
breathtaking views across Oyster Bay 
to the Freycinet Peninsula. Private self-
contained suites and apartments. Generous 
breakfast provisions included. 

SWANSEA
SWANSEA BEACH CHALETS

27 Shaw Street, Swansea Tasmania 7190
T 03 6257 8177  F 03 6257 8511
info@swanseachalets.com.au
www.swanseachalets.com.au

Enjoying spectacular views of the Freycinet 
Peninsula, Swansea Beach Chalets is 
located on Jubilee Beach in the historic 
east coast township of Swansea.

The Chalets have been recently constructed 
and provide direct access to a sheltered 
swimming beach. The Chalets are fully  
self-contained either studio’s or 2 bedrooms 
providing comfortable accommodation  
from 2 up to 6 people. Some Chalets offer 
a spa and all have an outdoor living space 
on a balcony promoting a casual beachside 
holiday atmosphere.

Old farmlands, new harvests
Around Swansea and northward towards  
the Freycinet turnoff, neat lines of vines 
stripe the hillsides. The full-flavoured 
vintages harvested from cool-climate 
vineyards have won international praise. 
Call in to the cellar doors at Springvale, 
Milton and Freycinet Vineyard, meet the 
growers and makers and take home  
your favourites! 

You’ll also discover olive groves and 
extensive plantings of walnut trees – 
pure green gold is pressed from East 
Coast olives and Tasmanian walnuts 
reach markets in Europe during the 
northern hemisphere’s off-season. 

A sweep of shining sand
Detour right on the northern outskirts 
of Swansea to Nine Mile Beach, which 
stretches away into the distance from 
Dolphin Sands, all the way to the 
entrance of Moulting Lagoon, at the 
head of Great Oyster Bay. You might see 
a couple of other people on the beach 
– but when the sand goes on for nearly 
16 kilometres, it’s easy to find a spot of 
your own. 

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Milton Vineyard, Swansea
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A land apart

CO
LES B

AY

Northward in Bicheno, the fishing fleet  
bobs in a sheltered anchorage. Surfers 
carve crystal tubes and divers explore 
underwater wonders – wide-eyed visitors 
get a close look at penguins, wombats, 
wallabies and Tasmanian devils.

All along the Freycinet coast there are 
destinations for relaxing coastal holidays. 

Hazards and a Wineglass 
Coles Bay, gateway to the Freycinet National 
Park, is your base for discovery – from this 
seaside holiday town you can venture out by 
foot or cruise boat to Wineglass Bay. Scenic 

From the seaside town of Coles Bay, you can stroll along 
Wineglass Bay’s perfect crescent of sand, explore the walking 
tracks of the Freycinet Peninsula, paddle a kayak with pods of 
dolphins, cruise offshore to spot migrating whales – or just find  
a world of nature in every rock pool. 

flights also offer a different perspective  
of one of the world’s finest beaches.

It’s the place to taste local oysters from 
the Freycinet Marine Farm, to explore the 
coastline by sea kayak or water taxi with 
Freycinet Adventures and to cruise into 
Wineglass Bay with Freycinet Sea Cruises

Wineglass Bay is an essential East Coast 
experience. The only way to reach the bay 
is on foot or by boat; it’s a stunning sight 
from the air on a scenic flight. From the 
lookout in the Hazards saddle, you gaze 
down to the beach and bay, with the  
peaks of the peninsula beyond. 

Bicheno

GREAT 
OYSTER 

BAY

Swansea

Orford

Wineglass Bay

Schouten Island

Maria Island

Coles Bay

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Freycinet Lodge, Coles Bay
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Coles Bay - A land apart

... paddle a kayak with pods 
of dolphins, cruise offshore 
to spot migrating whales ...

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Freycinet Lodge jetty, Coles Bay
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COLES BAY
ALL4ADVENTURE

The Esplanade, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215
T 03 6257 0018  F 03 6257 0055
info@all4adventure.com.au                          
www.all4adventure.com.au

Ride the bumps, feel the breeze and take  
in the sights with All4adventure’s guided  
ATV tours of Freycinet National Park.  
Enjoy an adventurous ride as you explore  
the Park’s stunning white beaches and 
striking granite peaks. Family Friendly.

COLES BAY
THE FREYCINET PADDLE

2 Freycinet Drive, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215
T 03 6257 0500  F 03 6257 0447
info@freycinetadventures.com.au
www.freycinetadventures.com.au

Discover Tasmania’s greatest sea kayaking 
destination on this relaxed, award-winning 
tour. 
•   Listed #4 Things to Try Before You Die, 

in Australia (Channel 9)
•  Suitable for all ages.

COLES BAY
FREYCINET AIR

109 Friendly Beachs Rd, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215 
T 03 6375 1694  F 03 6375 1801 
freycinetair@bigpond.com.au
www.freycinetair.com.au

Spectacular scenic flights over the east coast 
of Tasmania. See the Freycinet Peninsula 
with unparalleled views of Wineglass Bay, 
the Hazards and un-spoilt white sands with 
turquoise waters. This magical experience 
will take your breath away.

Longer overnight bushwalks extend further 
down the peninsula; a circuit walk crosses 
the isthmus and returns on the inner shore. 

For a multi-day walk with a touch of luxury, 
join the Freycinet Experience – three days of 
superb walking, based at the award-winning 
Friendly Beaches Lodge.

The journey to Cape Tourville Lighthouse 
ends in a spectacular point high above the 
water, with superb views of the sea and 
coast. From the lighthouse, take time to 
walk on the spectacular boardwalk – you’ll 
skirt along the edge of the sea crags and 
through coastal heathlands.

You can make your coastal holiday 
experience as adventurous or as relaxing 
as you like – it’s your choice, whether you 
prefer a paddle in your hand – or a glass of 
chilled East Coast wine, watching the sunset 
from the deck of Freycinet Lodge, looking 
out over Great Oyster Bay. 

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

The Wineglass Bay cruise, Coles Bay

The Freycinet Paddle, Coles BayAll4Adventure, Coles Bay

COLES BAY
FREYSCAPE ACCOMMODATION & ADVENTURE

3 Bradley Drive, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215
T 0428 456 847  F 0362570586
info@freyscape.com.au
www.freyscape.com.au

Luxury amidst nature’s playground: 
• Beautifully appointed, luxurious self-

contained residence
• 4 1/2 star house, in the Heart of Coles Bay
• Ideal for couples or families 
• Picturesque views of Freycinet.
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Freycinet National Park, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215
T 1800 656 111  F 03 6225 3909
bookings@puretasmania.com.au
www.puretasmania.com.au

Uniquely set within the National Park, 
Freycinet Lodge is a superb base for exploring 
the Freycinet Peninsula. 60 environmentally 
friendly cabins are positioned in coastal 
bushland on the shores of Great Oyster Bay. 
With two restaurants, lounge and bar, enjoy 

the freshest regional produce and fine  
wines while taking in breathtaking sunsets.  
On the full day Wineglass to Wine Glass 
experience, discover the landscapes, wildlife 
and history of the East Coast and savour  
fine food and wine. 

COLES BAY
FREYCINET LODGE

PO Box 229 Coles Bay 7215
T 03 62570355
info@wineglassbaycruises.com
www.wineglassbaycruises.com

Why fight the crowds to get the photos of the 
postcards you already have? With 300 000 
visitors each year and most walking the track to 
the lookout of Wineglass Bay, join the privileged 
1% of visitors who get to see it by sea and 
experience twice as much in half the time. 
Explore this iconic destination, majestic sea 

caves and pink granite cliffs so close you can 
almost touch. Taste a fresh oyster still dripping 
from the sea and served with Tasmanian 
sparkling wine and cheese. Dolphins, seals, 
sea eagles, albatross, shearwaters and whales 
on their annual migration from September 
to December.

COLES BAY
WINEGLASS BAY CRUISES

COLES BAY
FREYCINET MARINE FARM

1784 Coles Bay Road, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215 
T 03 6257 0140  F 03 6257 0140
oysters@freycinetmarinefarm.com
www.freycinetmarinefarm.com

Harvested daily, Our own beautiful Pacific 
Oysters and Tasmanian Blue Mussels as 
well as Scallops and Rock Lobster (when in 
season). You can enjoy our seafood on our 
deck or take it away to enjoy later. Try our 
Kilpatrick oysters and garlic scallops.

COLES BAY
HAZARDS HIDEAWAY

27 Oyster Bay Court, Coles Bay 7215 Tasmania
T 0438 346 010  F 03 63347087
info@hazardshideaway.com 
www.hazardshideaway.com

Exclusive waterfront hideaway perched 
above the scenic rocks of Great Oyster Bay, 
Freycinet. Very private! Close to beach,  
golf course, Friendly Beaches, Freycinet 
National Park and Coles Bay village.

COLES BAY
ILUKA HOLIDAY CENTRE

Iluka Holiday Centre, Coles Bay Tasmania 7215
Freecall 1800 786 512  F 03 6257 0384 
info@ilukaholidaycentre.com.au 
www.ilukaholidaycentre.com.au

In Freycinet National Park Iluka Holiday 
Centre includes 2 bedroom self contained 
units, park cabins, powered and tent sites, 
YHA backpackers, conference room,
supermarket, bakery and Tavern/Bistro,
BBQs and camp kitchen.
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Sunny seaside life

B
ICH

EN
O

Every evening, flocks of penguins return 

to their burrows in the coastal vegetation 

– join Bicheno Penguin Tours for an up-

close look. Native wildlife is abundant in 

the Douglas Apsley National Park – nearby, 

meet Tasmanian devils and a huge variety 

of Tasmanian animals and birds at East 

Coast Nature World.

Bicheno is the perfect seaside retreat – 

plenty to do and see, great watersports 

and wildlife, local food and wine to enjoy 

– and the opportunity to just take time to 

relax together, sharing the laid-back coastal 

lifestyle of the town. 

Diners have plenty of choice in Bicheno,  

the town now boasting a wide array of 

eateries: Spanish, French, Portugese, Italian 

and seafood, as well as casual cafes and 

pub fare.

One of Tasmania’s best butchers, the 

quaintly named Sir Loin Breier, also calls 

Bicheno home.

The fishing port and holiday town of Bicheno, just north 
of Freycinet, is another excellent base for your East Coast 
adventure. There’s some great surfing at Redbill Beach –  
and the fishing is fantastic! 

...there’s some great surfing  
at Redbill Beach – and the  
fishing is fantastic! ...

Coles Bay

GREAT 
OYSTER 

BAY

Swansea

St Marys

Wineglass Bay

Maclean BayDouglas Apsley 
National Park

Schouten Island

Bicheno

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Bicheno

Bicheno

Fairy Penguins
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BICHENO
BEACHEND

45 Tasman Hwy, Bicheno Tasmania 7215
T +61 457 103 020 
stay@beachendbicheno.com.au
www.beachendbicheno.com.au

Self-catering family friendly 
accommodation offers either a spacious 
one or three bedroom self contained 
unit. Bike, kayak and surfboard storage. 
Stunning panoramic views overlooking 
beach and clear blue ocean. 

BICHENO
SANDPIPER OCEAN COTTAGES

Denison Beach, Bicheno Tasmania 7215
T 03 6375 1122  F 03 6375 1122 
sandpipercottages@bigpond.com
www.sandpipercottages.com.au 

Location! Location! Two bedroom  
self-contained cottages with absolute 
beachfront onto the beautiful Denison 
Beach. Log fire, sunny deck, coastal 
gardens and native wildlife all with  
total privacy.

BICHENO
BICHENO’S GALLERY & APARTMENTS

60 Burgess Street, Bicheno Tasmania 7215 
P 03 6375 1535  F 03 6375 1070
info@bichenosgalleryandapartments.com.au
www.bichenosgalleryandapartments.com.au

Conveniently located on a quiet side street 
in the heart of Bicheno, our new well 
appointed units will make an excellent 
base from which to explore the beauty 
of Tasmania’s East Coast.

BICHENO
TIDELINES OF BICHENO

20 Tasman Highway, Bicheno Tasmania 7215
T 0458 751 671   F 03 6375 1671
www.tidelinesofbicheno.com.au
stay@tidelinesofbicheno.com.au

Enjoy beautiful views and penguins 
coming ashore. Stroll along the beach  
to cafes and town. Attractive four star, 
self-catering apartments for up to two 
people. Close to Freycinet Peninsula.

BICHENO
BICHENO’S OCEAN VIEW RETREAT

18067 Tasman Highway, Bicheno Tasmania 7215
T 03 6375 1481  F 03 6375 1554 
oceanview18067@bigpond.com 
www.bichenooceanviewretreat.com 

Supremely situated in a commanding 
position overlooking Macleans Bay, 
Diamond Island and the pristine white 
sands of Tasmania’s east coast beaches, the 
panoramic views from these 4 star luxury 
suites and self-catering units are stunning. 

BICHENO
WINDOWS ON BICHENO

13 James Street, Bicheno Tasmania 7215
T/F 03 6375 2010  M 0413 600 545
doria@windowsonbicheno.com.au
www.windowsonbicheno.com.au

Be one of the first to experience Bicheno’s 
new luxury accommodation, boasting two 
beautifully spacious spa suites. Enjoy 
gourmet breakfasts, sweeping ocean views 
from your private balcony, stroll to town.

www.freycinetcoast.com.au

Bicheno
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Discovering the  
North East corner

ST H
ELEN

S

From the friendly, relaxing bayside port, the 
highway runs southward to surf beaches; 
and westward into the hinterland, with its 
forests, farmlands and mining heritage.  
A narrow road heads east to reach the tip  
of St Helens Point and the vast Peron 
Dunes; another goes north to meet the 
beaches and coastlines of the Bay of Fires, 
named ‘world’s hottest travel destination’.

For some offshore adventure, voyage out 
into the Tasman Sea on a game-fishing 
charter to challenge a yellow fin tuna or 
majestic marlin. This area also has some 

St Helens is the ideal base for your explorations of a varied, 
interesting and scenically-beautiful region. The fishing fleet ties 
up just a short stroll from the centre of town – watch the catch  
of the day come ashore, then enjoy local seafood at one of  
the many restaurants.

great snorkelling and diving spots and is 
renowned for its surfing locations.

In St Helens, fishing is a way of life, even  
if it’s as simple and relaxing as dropping  
a baited hook off a jetty – you’re almost 
sure to catch something to take home for 
the barbecue.

St Helens is also the main gateway to 
Binalong Bay and the Bay of Fires, which 
won Lonely Planet’s Top Blue List travel 
destination of 2009.

... St Helens is the ideal base for  
your explorations of a varied, interesting 
and scenically-beautiful region ...

St Marys

Maclean BayDouglas Apsley 
National Park

St Helens

Bay of Fires

Scamander

Mount William
National Park

Bay of Fires Lodge, St Helens
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What’s so special about the 
Bay of Fires? 
Miles and miles of pure white sand, remote 
and empty beaches, linked by granite 
headlands; pristine azure seawater – yes, 
it’s a very special place.

The four-day Bay of Fires Walk has rightly 
earned national and international acclaim 
for the quality of its experience and 
accommodation. This superlative guided 
walk follows the coast south from the 
centre of the Mt William National Park, 
passing Eddystone Point and finishing at 
the Bay of Fires Lodge near Ansons Bay.

But there are other ways to enjoy the 
unique Bay of Fires environment. 

Binalong Bay, just a few kilometres from  
St Helens, is at the southern end of the 
string of Bay of Fires beaches. There are 
safe seapools for swimming, a magnificent 
ocean beach and Angasi, a multi-award-
winning restaurant – from its picture-
windows you can enjoy superb Mod-Oz 
cuisine, gazing at the magnificent coastline 
stretching away into the distance. 

Sandy tracks also run north, passing 
Swimcart, where the steeply-shelving 
beach is a popular spot for surf fishing; 
and ending at The Gardens, a peaceful and 
sheltered corner of the coast.

Further north, there are gravel roads to 
Ansons Bay and on to Eddystone Point 
Lighthouse, Tasmania’s most easterly land. 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people claim rights 
to this land as an important homeland for 
them and their ancestors – its Aboriginal 
cultural significance, scenic beauty and the 
maritime heritage of the lighthouse make 
Eddystone Point an outstanding destination. 

At all of these locations, you’ll experience 
the beauty and serenity of the Bay of Fires. 
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Tin and sapphires,  
rainforest and cheese 
From St Helens, explore inland to a region 
of natural beauty, productive farmlands, 
dramatic landscapes and an eventful 
history. At Pyengana, sample the delicious 
hand-made cloth bound cheddar, a specialty 
of the Pyengana Cheese Factory for over a 
century. Nearby is the famous Pub in the 
Paddock, a good spot for a counter meal 
before venturing down the road to the  
steep forest cascade of St Columba Falls, 
one of the highest waterfalls in Tasmania. 

The Trail of the Tin Dragon
The hinterland of the North East is the 
scene of a fascinating journey to discover 
the tin-mining history of the area.  
At key points along the route – in St Helens, 
Weldborough, Moorina, Derby and other 
North East towns – interpretive signage 
presents the human stories behind the 
region’s mining heritage, particularly the 
influence of a large influx of Chinese miners 
from the mid 1800s. Some stayed,  
enriching Tasmania’s cultural diversity  
over successive generations. 

Mt William National Park
Northern gateway to the magnificent 
beaches and coastline of the Bay of 
Fires, the Mt William National Park is 
reached through the historic mining towns 
of Pioneer, South Mount Cameron and 
Gladstone. The northern part of the national 
park has popular beachside camping 
spots, beach walks and abundant wildlife, 
including Tasmania’s endemic forester 
kangaroos; in the southern section of the 
park is the red-granite spire of Eddystone 
Point, Tasmania’s most easterly land;  
and the sheltered waters of Ansons Bay,  
with its wonderful beaches, coastal  
scenery and fishing.

St Helens

Fingal

Binalong Bay

Surf and pancakes, beer  
and bream
North from Bicheno, surfing action is 
hot when the swells roll into the remote 
beaches of Four Mile Creek and Falmouth. 
Near Falmouth, call in to the Iron House 
Brewery to taste their boutique brews. 

Inland, there’s a surprise waiting! Near  
the head of Elephant Pass might be the  
last place you’d expect to find a pancake 
parlour – so take a break at Mt Elephant 
Pancakes to savour their sweet and 
savoury delights. Nearby is the historic 
mining town of St Marys and the scenic 
Fingal Valley, with its picnic spots in forest 
reserves, home of tall white gums.

The St Marys Pass Road winds its way 
 back down to the sea, where there’s 
more surfing action at the beaches of 
Scamander as well as thrilling bream 
fishing in the Scamander River. 
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WELDBOROUGH
WELDBOROUGH HOTEL

12 Main Road, Weldborough Tasmania 7264
T 03 6354 2223  F 03 6354 2224
weldborough@gmail.com
www.weldborough.com.au

Unwind in a heritage listed and historic 
hotel (c1886) at the gateway to the 
Blue Tier. Camping grounds, bunkhouses, 
rooms, fresh homestyle cooking and 
a warm welcome.

ST HELENS
SWEETS HILL B&B

Corner of Tasman Highway & Sweets Hill Road, 
Goshen Tasmania 7216  
T 03 6373 6224 
sweetshill@bigpond.com

Come relax, rural setting with delightful 
garden, sumptuous rooms, each with 
ensuite and veranda, extensive breakfast 
menu, close to St. Helens, St. Columba 
Falls, Blue Tier and Bay of Fires.

ST HELENS
ST HELENS ON THE BAY

6 Chimney Heights, Stieglitz Tasmania St Helens 7216
T 0418 359 071
sthelensonthebay@skymesh.com.au 
www.sthelensonthebay.com.au 

Two fully self contained units, each 
unit has 3 bedrooms and is suitable 
for couples, small groups and families.  
Sleeps up to 17 people. Prices start 
from $135 a couple.

FOUR MILE CREEK
IVORY FIELDS – SPA RETREAT

56 Davis Gully Road, Four Mile Creek Tasmania 7215
T 03 6372 2759  F 03 6372 2758
stay@ivoryfields.com.au
www.ivoryfields.com.au

Relax and unwind in your own native 
paradise. The house has spacious relaxation 
areas, balconies and decks. At the end of 
the day take in the incredible twilight with 
a glass of bubbly in the outdoor spa.

BAY OF FIRES
BED IN THE TREETOPS

701 Binalong Bay Road, Binalong Bay Tasmania 7216
T 03 6376 1318  M 0408 518 418
bedinthetreetopsbnb@bigpond.com 
www.bedinthetreetops.com.au

A luxury, award winning, 4.5 Star b&b 
hideway, nestled high on a bushland 
property at Binalong Bay, gateway to the 
Bay of Fires. This unique, architecturally 
designed pole home offers a choice of 
two spa suites. Relax and enjoy.

Discover us via the Tasman Highway (A3)  
the B81 or B82
T 03 6352 6520                   
scottsdalevic@bigpond.com.au     

Nurturing nature to pleasure the senses.

The perfect example of man and nature 
in harmony. Rich soil and complimentary 
climate combine with producers to satisfy 
the keenest of sensory palates. 

White-sand beaches, lush forested tracks  
to walk or cycle, pure air and stars you  
can touch, just waiting for the romantic  
or adventurer.

You need to experience it to believe…  
but start with a virtual tour at  
www.northeasttasmania.com.au                  

NATURALLY NORTH EAST

1 Quail Street, St Helens Tasmania 7216
T 03 6376 1999  F 03 6376 1899
reservations@tidalwaters.com.au
www.tidalwaters.com.au 

Welcome to our waterfront hotel, just  
a champagne cork’s flight away from  
the breathtaking Georges Bay near 
the Bay of Fires. 

Soak in the beautiful views and  
magnificent sunsets from our Deck 
on the Bay. Our Restaurant features 
European and Asian cuisine with an 
emphasis on fresh, local seafood and 
the finest Tasmanian produce. 

ST HELENS
TIDAL WATERS RESORT
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Ironhouse Brewery
21554 Tasman Hwy, Ironhouse point
Four Mile Creek Tasmania 7215
T 03 63 72 2228
admin@white-sands.com.au
www.ironhouse.com.au
 

White Sands Estate – Oceanview  
self-contained villas.  
Beachfront conference centre.  
Ironhouse Brewery.  
Le blanc restaurant.

Ironhouse Brewery – Tastings and sales available 
from the brewhaus cafe and bar from lunch 
through to dinner everyday. We only use the finest 
of traditional ingredients, water from our own 
natural spring, no preservatives, no additives, just 
pure flavoursome Tasmanian beer... Enjoy!

ST HELENS
WHITE SANDS ESTATE

Derby Tin Centre 
52-53 Main Road, Derby Tasmania 7264  
T 03 6354 1062 
www.trailofthetindragon.com

Eight experiences. One Trail. 
The Trail of the Tin Dragon aims to interpret 
the story of the European and Chinese tin 
miners who came to work in North-East 
Tasmania at the turn of the century.  
From Launceston to St Helens, the Trail winds 

its way through stunning scenery and historic 
townships, each with its own remarkable story 
to tell. The Trail’s centrepiece, the Tin Centre 
in Derby, is open 7 days featuring cafe,  
shop, and the spellbinding ‘Life, the Universe 
and Tin’ multimedia presentation.  

DERBY
THE TRAIL OF THE TIN DRAGON
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Island Gems

The islands are a refuge for wildlife – 
wombats and wallabies, possums and 
pademelons. They’re islands of wings, 
millions of wings – sea eagles soar above 
the beaches and black swans glide on calm 
lagoons; dense flocks of shearwaters dip 
and swoop above the waves; migratory 
wading birds rest in the broad wetlands on 
their migrations on their journey home.

Flinders Island has adventures waiting 
for you to experience, on land, at sea, 
underwater and in the air.

An island for all seasons
Flinders Island is a year-round destination 
– warm and sunny summers, calm and cool 
autumns, breezy springtimes and chilly 

At the eastern entrance of Bass Strait, a scatter of beautiful 
islands rises from the sea, remnants of the land bridge that once 
joined Tasmania to mainland Australia. 

winters, when it’s great to rug up for a 
beach walk to watch the weather rolling in, 
then return to a cosy log fire. 

It’s amazingly easy to observe the island’s 
wildlife. Visit the Patriarch Sanctuary for 
close encounters with native animals; and 
drive to globally-significant wetland areas 
to see migratory wading birds and watch 
the spectacle of shearwaters returning in 
thousands to their burrows at dusk.

At Trousers Point, all the wonders of the 
Flinders Island landscape come together – 
pure white sand, red granite rocks, azure 
waters – with the jagged peaks of  
Mt Strzelecki rising beyond groves of  
shady casuarinas. 

Mount William
National Park

Flinders Island

Cape Barren Island

Clarke Island

Ringarooma Bay
Great Musselroe Bay

Anderson Islands

Whitemark

Trousers Point, Flinders Island
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Island drives
Exploring on land means hiring a car – the 
island is about 75 kilometres long, so you 
need to drive to see it all. Quiet roads make 
Flinders Island a great place for touring – be 
sure to allow enough time to discover some 
of the fascinating side trips.

There’s a variety of places to stay, and in 
all of them you’ll find a warm and friendly 
welcome from locals who are proud of their 
island home and love showing its beauty  
to visitors. 

There’s a wide range of activities and 
attractions to enjoy – join a fishing or dive 
charter, take a guided 4WD tour to discover 
the island’s secret spots, arrange a boat 
trip to the offshore islands, do a guided 
bushwalk, see Flinders and its surrounding 
islands from the air on a scenic flight. 

... a scatter of beautiful islands rises 
from the sea, remnants of the land 

bridge that once joined Tasmania  
to mainland Australia ...

Dig for a jewel
Drive north and call in to JJs on the Bay, 
where you can hire a shovel and sieve 
then try fossicking for Killiecrankie 
diamonds. Or you can hire the equipment 
from Killiecrankie Enterprises at 
Whitemark before you head off north. 

A likely spot is at the northern end of the 
beach, where a watercourse runs down 
a gully and across the sand. The process 
is simple – dig up a shovelful of wet 
gravel, dump it into the sieve and carry 
it down to the sea, where you swish and 
swill until the fine sand washes through, 
leaving only coarse granite pebbles 
rattling on the screen – and if you’re 
lucky, a raw topaz that can be cut into a 
brilliantly-faceted Killiecrankie diamond. 

Flinders Island
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Flinders on foot
Strzelecki National Park, tucked away 
on the south-east corner of the island, 
is a pocket of wilderness with rocky 
pinnacles, sandy beaches, dense scrub, 
forested gullies and summer wildflowers. 
A steep track leads to the summit of 
Mt Strzelecki. There are other excellent 
bushwalks – inland and to the north, 
walking routes follow the spectacular 
ridgelines of the Darling Ranges, the 
central spine of the island. And naturally, 
the beach walking on Flinders is as good 
as anywhere in the world. 

Ask for a walks guide at the Flinders 
Island Visitor Centre. 

Getting there
Airlines of Tasmania operates regular 
services to Whitemark on Flinders Island 
from Melbourne’s Essendon Airport 
(three flights a week) and Launceston 
(daily). The flight itself is a highlight, 
with spectacular views of the offshore 
islands as you approach the airport at 
Whitemark. 

Sawyers Bay, Flinders Island
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FLINDERS ISLAND
DIVE AND FISHING CHARTERS

22 Wireless Station Road, Emita  
Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 8429  M 0428 598 529
flindersdive@yahoo.com

We offer dive and fishing charters on  
11m ‘Bass Pyramid’ with qualified  
skipper/dive instructor off the scenic  
west coast. Other services include dive 
gear hire, sales and service.

FLINDERS ISLAND
AIRLINES OF TASMANIA

T 1800 144 460  F 03 6248 5117
flights@airtasmania.com.au 
www.airtasmania.com.au  

Airlines of Tasmania is your link to 
Flinders Island, with services available 
from Melbourne or Launceston.  
Come and explore one of Tasmania’s  
magnificent island destinations. 

FLINDERS ISLAND
ELVSTAN COTTAGES

7 The Esplanade Whitemark, Flinders Island  
Tasmania 7255  T 03 6359 2008  F 03 6359 2009 
lois.ireland@bigpond.com 
www.visitflindersisland.com.au

Watch the sun set over offshore islands 
from the comfort of your dining table!  
Two fully self-contained two bedroom 
cottages provide a comfortable base 
from which couples or families can 
explore Flinders Island.

FLINDERS ISLAND
INTERSTATE HOTEL

6 Patrick Street, Whitemark  
Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 2114  F 03 6359 2250 
tanners@bordernet.com.au

The historic Interstate Hotel offers the  
visitor the choice of ensuite or budget  
hotel rooms, bed and breakfast or a  
fully self contained ground floor 
apartment which sleeps up to seven.

www.flindersislandtravel.com.au
or contact Linda MacGregor
T 1800 674 719  M 0418 345 989
E info@flindersisland.net

Flinders Island Travel Centre offers standard 
holidays packages or customised packages to 
suit your specific interests.  
Flinders Island Getaway*
2 nights 3 days from $520 pp 
Stay in the little village of Lady Barron. 
Package includes airfares, accommodation  
and hire car. (*2-4 people, airfares X Launceston. Conditions Apply).

Flinders Island Walk** 
3 nights 4 days from $554 pp
Stay under the Darling Range. 
Package includes airfares, bus hire, 
accommodation and walks guide book. 
(**Min 6 people, airfares X Launceston. Conditions Apply).

Book now on 1800 674 719.

FLINDERS ISLAND
FLINDERS ISLAND TRAVEL CENTRE

FLINDERS ISLAND
FLINDERS ISLAND ADVENTURES

Contact James and Lindsay Luddington 
Avondale, Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 4507 
info@flindersisland.com.au
www.flindersisland.com.au

•  By Land or By Sea

•  Island Tours, Fishing, Outer Islands

•   Holiday packages with the island’s  
leading tour operators

•   Our guides are islanders with years  
of experience

•   Personalised tours by luxury 4WD 

•   Boat charters, fishing or cruising aboard 
Strait Lady and Vanora 

•  Birdlife, Wildlife, History, Vistas

•  Holiday, Walking and Fishing Packages

Killiecrankie diamonds
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FLINDERS ISLAND
LADY BARRON HOLIDAY HOME

31 Franklin Parade, Lady Barron Flinders Island
Tasmania 7255  T 03 6359 3555
mastersflinders@bigpond.com
www.ladybarron.com 

Comfortable self contained accommodation 
in garden setting with sea views of 
Franklin Sound. Sleeps 6—3 bedrooms all 
conveniences Just a moment from the waters 
edge and within walking distance to Tavern 
restaurant, supermarket, beaches and wharf.

FLINDERS ISLAND
PALANA RETREAT

PO Box 146, Whitemark
Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 8566  M 0438 622 555
daryl@palanaretreat.com.au
www.palanaretreat.com.au 

Your modern two storey, two bedroom, 
two bathroom accommodation overlooks 
Blyth Bay, Pratts River and the Inner  
and Outer Sister Islands. Enjoy a spa,  
an open fire and luxury amenities. 

Just relax and take in the beauty.  
There is a car available too. 

We now also have a liquor license  
and free internet access.

FLINDERS ISLAND
FURNEAUX TAVERN

11 Franklin Parade, Lady Barron  
Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 3521 
furneauxtavern@sctelco.net.au
www.furneauxtavern.com.au

The Furneaux Tavern is located in the 
heart of the small coastal town of Lady 
Barron. It is within walking distance of 
pristine beaches where you can unwind  
in a peaceful unspoilt environment. 

Enjoy the comfort of spacious 
accommodation set in peaceful native 
gardens just a short distance from the 
Tavern bar and restaurant. Experience  
fine food and wine in the restaurant  
while enjoying spectacular views over 
Franklin Sound. 

FLINDERS ISLAND
SPORTS & RSL CLUB

33 Esplanade, Whitemark
Flinders Island Tasmania 7255
T 03 6359 2177  F 03 6359 2326
flindersislandgolfclub@bigpond.com.au

Be challenged on the 9 hole links golf 
course at Whitemark. Play bowls, eight 
ball, darts. Relax in licensed clubrooms 
open Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. Catering available, 
bookings required.

Lady Barron Harbour, Flinders Island

www.visitflindersisland.com.auYour Holiday Planner 2010-11 – The East Coast & Flinders Island26



Maria Island
Maria Island is easily accessed 
by ferry and there are no motor 
vehicles, no shops and no worries. 

The island is one of the best places in 

Tasmania to go bird watching. All but one 

of the State’s twelve endemic species are 

found there.

Many of the roads on Maria are suitable  

for mountain biking and it is an ideal way  

to explore the length of the island. 

Since the late 1960s Maria has become 

a kind of Noah’s Ark, as a number of 

Tasmania’s threatened species have been 

introduced here in a bid to protect their 

kind. So alongside native pademelons 

which occurred on the island naturally, 

are Forester kangaroos and Bennetts 

wallabies, Cape Barren geese and 

Tasmanian native-hens. 

Douglas Apsley
Whether you want a quick picnic  
by a tranquil stream, a rugged  
walk through forest and gorge, or 
a place to study rare plants and 
animals, Douglas-Apsley can 
provide it for you. 

From its deep river gorges and waterfalls 

to its dolerite capped plateau; from dry 

eucalypt forest and colourful heathlands 

to pockets of rainforest, Douglas-Apsley 

National Park is a place of surprising 

contrasts. This park is one of the few 

that conserve the diverse wealth of dry 

sclerophyll forest plants found on the east 

coast of Tasmania. The crystal clear waters 

that run through the park are a welcome 

sight on a hot summer’s day. 

The Douglas-Apsley area is virtually unique 

in the diversity of plants and animals that 

it still harbours. Here rare and endangered 

species, some of which are extinct 

elsewhere, continue in relative security in  

an area whose beauty is more than  

skin-deep. In a world of shrinking diversity, 

Douglas-Apsley is a beautiful exception. 

Freycinet
Freycinet National Park consists of 
knuckles of granite mountains all but 
surrounded by azure bays and white 
sand beaches. 

The Freycinet Peninsula is one of the State’s 

most scenic coastal areas. The imposing 

granite peaks of the Hazards and the many 

white sandy beaches that dot the peninsula 

are among the highlights of the park. 

Combined with a typically mild, maritime 

climate, the scenic beauty of the area 

attracts many visitors each year. 

You may be lucky enough to see a white-

bellied sea-eagle gliding overhead or large 

Australasian gannet diving for food in the 

ocean. In the bushy and forested areas 

you’ll often see or hear small nectar-feeding 

birds or see or hear large yellow-tailed 

black cockatoos, which often feed and fly 

in raucous groups. Moulting Lagoon Game 

Reserve, just outside the park on the Coles 

Bay Road, is a wetland of international 

importance.

Mt William
From its long, lonely beaches to 
its teeming wildlife; from its unique 
history to its abundant plant life,  
Mt William National Park is a place  
of constant fascination. 

Nestled in the far north-east corner of the 

State, the park is an important area for 

the conservation of Tasmania’s coastal 

heathlands and dry sclerophyll plants. 

Whether you fish or swim; watch birds or 

wander by the sea, there’s always something 

more to see in this beautiful national park. 

The waters around the park provide plenty  

of scope for the boating enthusiast and it is 

also one of the few places in Tasmania where 

the Australian bass may be caught. Georges 

Rocks, Eddystone Point and a number of 

other spots are popular with divers. 

Strzelecki
Strzelecki National Park is in the 
south-western corner of Flinders 
Island, the main island in the 
Furneaux Group off the north-east 

coast of mainland Tasmania. 

The park covers 4216 hectares in an area  

of relatively high relief with steep slopes  

rising from sea level to over 700 metres  

in height. The main ridge in the park extends 

from Strzelecki Peak in the north, southward 

to Lovett’s Hill. At a height of 756 metres, 

Strzelecki Peak is the highest mountain on 

Flinders Island.

The national park protects rich and varied 

ecosystems as well as spectacular coastal  

and granite mountain landscapes. Strzelecki 

forms an area where plant and animal 

species found on mainland Australia and 

Tasmania overlap, making the park of 

important biogeographic significance.  

The park is also home to a high number of 

endemic species, rare flora and fauna and 

significant vegetation communities. 

For more information visit Parks and 

Wildlife Service www.parks.tas.gov.au. 

National Parks Wineglass Bay Walk
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Major events on the East Coast in 2010-2011
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From France to Freycinet 
Festival, Swansea
Thursday 13th – Sunday 16th May 2010

Follow in the Footsteps of Baudin and 
Freycinet and discover the delights of 
Tasmania’s East Coast and join in the 
celebration of our rich natural history, 
magnificent natural beauty, abundant 
marine life, delicious fresh seafood and 
award winning wines.

North East Rivers Festival
Friday 15th October – Sunday 24th 
October 2010

The North East Rivers Festival is a unique 
cultural festival that recognises and 
celebrates the importance of rivers in the 
North East and draws together the many 
communities that are situated along the 
riverbanks. It features the Derby River 
Derby, art exhibitions, workshops, films, 
tastings and community arts events.

www.neriversfestival.com.au

Derby River Derby 
Saturday 23th October 2010

It is time to grab your life-jackets, blow up 
the inflatable raft and get your paint and 
flour bombs ready for the madness and 
mayhem that is the Derby River Derby. 

The annual event brings the sleepy little 
town of Derby to life for its one big day 
of the year with an influx of thousands of 
people from all around the State.

www.neriversfestival.com.au

St Helens Sand Enduro
Saturday 6th & 7th November 2010

See spectacular airborne antics off the  
top of the dunes that will thrill the crowds 
who line the hills adjacent to the start  
and finish line.

One of the last remaining sand endurance 
circuits, the 5km St Helens track is located 
on Tasmania’s beautiful east coast. 

www.offroadracingtasmania.com.au

Fingal Valley Festival
Saturday 12th March 2011

This will be the Fingal Valley Festival  
30th anniversary. There will be Roof Bolting 
and Coal Shovelling championships, yard 
dog trials, shearing competition, wood 
chopping championships, food stalls, art 
and craft stalls and children’s entertainment 
as well as the veteran cycling race from 
Fingal to Mathinna return.

Contact Joe Turner for more details  
– 6377 1245.

St Helens Game Fishing Classic
Saturday 12th March – Sunday 13th 
March 2011

It is a spectacular sight for both participants 
and spectators from either the Burns Bay 
boat ramp or on the St. Helens foreshore. 
There will be a weigh-in of catches as well 
as a lucky boat draw on the foreshore for 
boats. The trophy presentation is at  
a dinner on the Sunday evening.

Phone Mrs Anne Stevenson for details 
– 03 6376 3631.

Bicheno Rock Pool
Sunday 13th March 2011

Enjoy a great family day with local wines, 
beer, food and refreshments, bring a 
blanket and enjoy the music from blues to 
hard rock. Event will be cancelled if wet. 
12.00pm till Late.

Phone Rob Breier for details – 03 6375 1182.

Coles Bay Classic
Saturday 19th March – Sunday 20th 
March 2011

There will be a weigh-in of catches at  
either the Main Wharf or the Boat Ramp. 
Boats will gathered there from 3.30pm  
on Saturday and there will be a weigh-in 
from 2.30pm on Sunday.

Phone Peter Neilson for details –  
0418 358 498.

Targa Tasmania 2011

St Helens Targa Stage
6th April – 10th April 2011 

Six day, 2000 km competitive stage tarmac 
rally across Tasmania with 300 of the 
world’s finest cars, finishing in Hobart. 

http://www.targatasmania.com.au

Three Peaks Race – EASTER
Friday 22nd April 2011

Australia’s premier short-handed sailing 
endurance mountain running race is held 
every Easter in Tasmania. First conducted in 
1989, the Hydro Tasmania Three Peaks Race 
is a major event on the Tasmanian sporting 
calendar attracting large crowds at various 
locations and extensive media following 
each Easter. 

www.threepeaks.org.au

*Dates and times are advised by organisers 
and are subject to change without notice. 
Please consult official websites closer to  
the dates. 
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Things you need to know

Tasmania’s Seasons 

Tasmania has four distinct seasons.  
The warmest months are December,  
January, February and March. Winter runs 
from May through to August. However, 
because Tasmania sits in the Southern 
Ocean, the world’s weather engine, the 
climate can vary greatly - on any given day.

The average maximum daily summer 
temperatures are between 17 and 23 degrees 
Celsius and winter daily between 3 and  

11 degrees Celsius.

Month
Tasmania’s 
East Coast Flinders Is.

Jan 12 / 22 13 / 22

Feb 12 / 22 13 / 22

Mar 10 / 21 12 / 21

Apr 8 / 19 10 / 18

May 6 / 16 9 / 16

June 4 / 14 7 / 14

July 4 / 13 6 / 13

Aug 4 / 14 6 / 13

Sept 6 / 16 7 / 15

Oct 7 / 18 8 / 16

Nov 9 / 19 10 / 18

Dec 10 / 21 11 / 20

National Parks

A National Parks Pass is needed for  

entry into all of Tasmania’s national parks. 

All money raised protects and maintains 

the parks for the future. You must display 

a parks pass while in a national park.  

Visit www.parks.tas.gov.au for fees  

and information.

Mobile phone coverage

Mobile phone coverage is not always 

available on Tasmania’s East Coast. Check 

with your service provider for details.

School Holidays

School starts:  
10 February 2010

Easter Break:  
Friday 2 April to Sunday 11 April

Term 1 break:  
Friday 28 May to Tuesday 15 June

Term 2 break:  
Friday 3 September to Monday 20 September

School finishes: 
16 December 2010

Tasmanian Public Holidays

Eight hours day: Monday 8 March
Good Friday: Friday 2 April
Easter Monday: Monday 5 April
Easter Tuesday: Tuesday 6 April
Queens Birthday: Monday 14 June
Flinders Island Show: Friday 15 October
Christmas Day Holiday: Monday 27 December
Boxing Day Holiday: Tuesday 28 December 

Book ahead

Tasmania’s East Coast can be particularly 
busy through December, January and 
February as well as Easter and school  
and public holidays.

Be sure you book your accommodation 
ahead of time to avoid disappointment.

Getting to Tasmania

You can fly from mainland capitals to 
Hobart, Launceston and Devonport.

Tasmania is a little over an hour’s flight 
from Melbourne. A number of airlines  
fly scheduled services to Tasmania 
including Virgin Blue, Qantas, Jetstar  
and Tiger Airways. Airlines of Tasmania  
fly from Melbourne and Launceston to  
Flinders Island. 

Spirit of Tasmania

Take your time and arrive in Devonport in 

style aboard the Spirit of Tasmania ferry. 

Spirits of Tasmania I and II provide a 

year round ferry service (departing daily) 

between Station Pier in Port Melbourne 

and Devonport on Tasmania’s north coast. 

Safe Driving

The East Coast of Tasmania is a wonderful 

place to drive thanks to its constantly 

changing scenery ranging from spectacular 

ocean vistas and pristine beaches to 

ancient rainforests.

Main and secondary roads are generally in 

good condition but many visitors may find 

the roads challenging as there aren’t a lot 

of straight sections. What looks like an 

easy drive on a map might take longer and 

be more tiring than anticipated because 

of the undulating topography. The North 

East Hinterland roads with their renowned 

mountain passes are used in the famous 

Targa Tasmania car rally.

There is an abundance of wildlife and  

much of it is on the move at night.  

Signage warns to take care in particular 

areas but when travelling on main or 

secondary roads between dawn and 

dusk anywhere on the East Coast, keep 

a watchful eye out for our furry friends, 

including possums, wombats, Tasmanian 

devils, bandicoots and even penguins!

Some of the wonderful assets and 

attractions are accessed via dirt or gravel 

roads (check eligibility if you are using a 

rental car) and these roads can be used 

by heavy commercial vehicles as well as 

locals and tourists. It pays to be more alert 

in these situations; keep your speed down 

and keep to the left.

While sampling some of the delightful 

east coast wines on your journey be sure 

to appoint a skipper (a nominated person 

who won’t be drinking alcohol). 

Happy motoring on Tasmania’s beautiful 

East Coast!

Sun Protection

Due to the East Coasts temperatures being 

wonderfully moderate and the humidity 

relatively low, many visitors don’t realise 

the strength of the sun’s rays. Be sure to 

use SPF 30+ sunscreen and always wear  

a hat to avoid sunburn.

Fingal
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