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Getting Here & Around

Getting Here & Around
Getting to the Whitsundays is easy, whether from
across the other side of the world, from major cities
around Australia, or driving from nearby.

By Air
The Whitsundays is serviced by two airports. The Great Barrier Reef
Airport is located on Hamilton Island, with daily direct services from
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Cairns with Jetstar, Virgin Blue and
Qantas Link.
The Whitsunday Coast Airport is located in Proserpine, with daily direct
services from Brisbane and connecting flights from all major Australian
cities with Jetstar and Virgin Blue.
International flights arriving into Australia’s major cities can connect with
domestic flights to the Whitsundays.
Once in the region, air transfers by helicopter, seaplane or light
aircraft are available from both airports, as well as the smaller
Whitsunday Airport located between Airlie Beach and Shute Harbour
on the Whitsunday Coast.

By Road
The Bruce Highway is Queensland’s major road linking coastal cities
and towns from Brisbane to Cairns. The Bruce Highway runs through
Proserpine on the Whitsunday Coast, just west of Airlie Beach, and
through Bowen further north of Proserpine. Airlie Beach is located
approximately 20 minutes off the Bruce Highway along Shute
Harbour Road (see pull out map for driving distances in the region).
Major coach operators include the Whitsundays in their regular scheduled
services from major cities along the coast.

By Rail
Train services to the Proserpine Station on the Whitsunday Coast include
the Tilt Train and The Sunlander. These trains link the Whitsundays to the
coastal centres between Brisbane and Cairns. Coach transfers between
Proserpine and Airlie Beach are included in rail travel passes.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Whitehaven Beach, Whitsunday Island, The Whitsundays

GETTING HERE & AROUND DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

Abel Point Marina
AirlieBeach.com
Avis
Fun Rentals
Queensland Rail
Shute Harbour Parking & Storage
Whitsunday Airport
Whitsunday Limosuines
Whitsunday Transit

(07) 4946 2400
1800 677 119
(07) 4946 6613
(07) 4948 0489
1800 627 655
(07) 4946 9666
(07) 4945 5510
(07) 4946 9000
(07) 4946 1800

www.abelpointmarina.com.au
www.airliebeach.com
www.avis.com
www.funrentals.com.au
www.queenslandrail.com.au
www.whitsundayparking.com.au
www.whitsundayairport.com.au
www.whitsundaylimos.com.au
www.whitsundaytransit.com.au
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Getting Around The Whitsundays
There are many modes of transport to choose from to arrive
in the Whitsundays, which are outlined on page 5.
Once you arrive in the region, there’s also a large range of
transport to get around. While staying on the Whitsunday
Coast, there is a scheduled bus service that operates 7 days
per week between Proserpine (including Whitsunday Coast
Airport and Proserpine Railway Station), Airlie Beach and
Shute Harbour. All services are wheelchair accessible. There
are also door to door sedan, limousine and taxi services
available throughout the Whitsunday Coast. A number of
national car rental companies have bases at the Whitsunday
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Coast Airport and in Airlie Beach, as well as local rental
companies with a range of vehicles including scooters and
mini mokes.
Travel from the Whitsunday Coast to and around the
Whitsunday Islands is by scheduled ferry transfers departing
Abel Point Marina or Shute Harbour going to Hamilton Island
(including the Great Barrier Reef Airport), Daydream Island,
Long Island, South Molle Island and Lindeman Island. Other
island resorts operate private boat or helicopter transfers
for guests.
Transport around some of the island resorts is by golf buggy.

Getting Here & Around

Swimming Lagoon, Airlie Beach, The Whitsundays

AIRPORT TRANSFERS.
Rail Transfers.
Scheduled Bus Services.
Charters and Tours.

P 07 4946 1800
www.whitsundaytransit.com.au

Abel Point Marina is the gateway
to the Great Barrier Reef and the
Whitsunday’s 74 unique islands.
The marina features commercial
operators including snorkeling,
diving tours and charter boat
adventures.

Abel Point Shingley Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 2400 E reservations.ap@meridienmarinas.com.au
www.abelpointmarina.com.au

Take the

journey of a lifetime
with Queensland Rail

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Whitsunday MUST Do’s

Coral Reef, Great Barrier Reef, The Whitsundays

Wonders of the
Whitsundays
Be sure to include these ‘must do’s’ on your
Whitsunday itinerary.

The Great
Barrier Reef
The Whitsundays lie at the centre
of the World Heritage listed Great
Barrier Reef, one of the world’s
seven natural wonders. Stretching
over 2,000km in length, the Great Barrier Reef protects
the Whitsundays from ocean swells, providing the region
with calm, protected waters in which to enjoy this aquatic
wonderland. A large variety of day and overnight tours
depart the Whitsunday Coast and islands to the Great Barrier
Reef each day.

In The Heart
Of The Reef
The Whitsundays is quite literally
situated in the heart of the Great
Barrier Reef. Heart Reef is a beautiful
composition of coral that has
naturally formed into the shape of a heart. Located within
Hardy Reef, Heart Reef is best experienced from the air by
helicopter or seaplane and seeing it is an experience you will
never forget.
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Underwater World
The ‘outer’ Great Barrier Reef is
around 50 nautical miles off the
Whitsunday Coast, just a short two
hour boat ride away, yet you will feel
worlds away as you indulge in its
beauty. Snorkelling and scuba diving offer stunning scenery
of thousands of species of fish and brilliantly coloured
corals, and a diverse marine life including whales, dolphins,
turtles and dugong. Iconic Whitsunday scuba diving sites
such as the ‘Stepping Stones’ and the ‘Cathedral’ are
similarly stunning to explore and local dive companies cater
for every skill level from novice to dive master.
The Whitsunday Islands and coast all have fringing reefs
of coral gardens, with abundant marine life to explore. At
some beaches it is possible to walk straight off the beach to
snorkel over stunning fringing reefs.

Smooth Sailing
The Whitsundays offers the best
choice for a sailing or cruising holiday
for two simple reasons - the islands
provide protection from the elements
and each of the islands offers an
array of unique beauty to experience the true serenity that
only a sailing holiday can bring.
With the destination a firm favourite in any novice or expert
sailor’s book, all you have to do is choose if you want to go
on your own adventure of discovery, or have a professional
skipper lead your voyage.
Bareboating (skipper yourself) holidays provide a chance
to experience the magic of the Whitsundays at your own
pace. While some boating experience is preferred, there are
no formal qualifications needed to become a skipper on a
sailing holiday in paradise.

Whitsundays
Whitsunday
MUSTMUST
Dos Do’s

Whitehaven Beach, Whitsunday Island, The Whitsundays

If you want to let others do it for you, a package sailing
holiday for 1, 2 or 3 nights is perfect. The choice of vessels
is extensive, from maxi racing yachts to a traditional tall
ship. You will sail to the top destinations for beach combing,
snorkelling, scuba diving and that perfect sunset. Each
organised cruise has experienced skippers with a story or
two to tell, deck hands to assist and an important ingredient,
the chef!
Whatever your choice, you will feel invigorated from your
sailing adventure. You are guaranteed fun, excitement,
relaxation and exploration and you’ll have an experience that
you will treasure forever.

Whitehaven Beach
The crystal clear aqua waters
and pristine white silica sand of
Whitehaven Beach stretch over
seven kilometres along deserted
Whitsunday Island, the largest of the
74 islands in the Whitsundays. This beach defines nature
at its best and provides visitors with an immense sense of
relaxation, escape and wonder. The breathtaking beauty
of Whitehaven makes it not only a Whitsundays icon, but
regularly named in the top ten beaches in the world and the
recipient of countless awards for its beauty, cleanliness and
environmental sustainability.
At the northern end of the beach is Hill Inlet, a stunning
cove where the tide shifts the sand and the water to create
a beautiful swirling fusion of colours. A short but beautiful
walk winds through the tropical rainforest of Whitsunday
Island leading to a spectacular lookout over Hill Inlet and
down the length of Whitehaven Beach.
At the southern end of the beach are striking rock formations
and fringing coral reefs, as well as facilities for day visitors
including toilets. Another short walk departs from the
southern end of the beach offering stunning views over

Whitehaven to Haslewood Island. Overnight campers
can stay in the allocated camping spots with a permit
(see page 49).
Whitehaven Beach can be accessed in several ways. Many
motor cruisers and sailing yachts offer day trips that depart
from Airlie Beach and some island resorts. A variety of
sailing companies offer overnight tours that include a visit
to Whitehaven Beach as well as other locations around the
Whitsunday Islands. The more adventurous can try high
speed boat trips or for the ultimate experience travel by
seaplane or helicopter for a spectacular view of Whitehaven
and Hill Inlet before indulging in a picnic on a private part of
the beach.

74 Island Wonders
Lying along the Queensland
coast, and dotted with hundreds
of tropical islands, the Great Barrier
Reef island experience is one that
is unforgettable. And in the heart of
the Great Barrier Reef, lie the 74 magnificent islands of the
Whitsundays waiting for you to indulge.
Named by Lt James Cook in 1770, the Whitsundays is the
largest group of offshore islands in Australia. The region’s
sparkling azure seas are dotted with an array of national
park islands, coral cays, fringing coral reefs and stunning
beaches. For a truly memorable visit to the Islands of the
Great Barrier Reef the Whitsundays has it all, a veritable feast
of indulgent experiences all within short distance of each
other and the Great Barrier Reef.
By far the majority of the Whitsunday Islands are designated
national park, leaving them uninhabited and in their purest
natural state for all to enjoy. Of the 74, eight islands
are inhabited, with 9 island resorts offering a range of
accommodation and attractions.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Accommodation

Accommodation
The Whitsundays has a large range of places to stay,
from backpacking to five star, but all enjoy the five
star natural beauty of the region.

Island Resorts
Of the 74 islands in the Whitsundays, eight islands are inhabited, with
9 island resorts offering a range of accommodation and attractions.
Whether it is eco-style, family friendly, all-inclusive, activity based, food
and wine focused or pure luxury, there is a resort experience to suit
everyone (see page 11).

The Whitsunday Coast
The Whitsunday Coast is a cosmopolitan and inviting peninsula that
stretches from the central town of Airlie Beach to stunning and secluded
beaches along the coastline and inland to picturesque hinterland. Airlie
Beach provides the ideal mainland base for holiday fun and adventure
in the Whitsundays, where accommodation styles are as varied as the
accents that can be heard in the main street (see page 18).

On Water Accommodation
Fall asleep under a million stars and wake up in paradise on board a
range of sailing and cruising vessels in the Whitsundays. A unique
feature of the region is the largest array of skippered and chartered sailing
adventures in the Southern Hemisphere. Skipper yourself bareboats
allow you to explore the islands and coral reefs at your own pace or a
large choice of 1, 2 or 3 night tours combine your accommodation with
your sightseeing and are fully inclusive of meals, snorkelling equipment
and the crew to do all the work for you (see page 26).

Caravan And Camping
The Whitsundays is located a short driving distance from many popular
tourist spots along the Queensland coast. Local holiday parks offer
everything from unpowered camping sites and caravan plots up to four
star cabins in tropical resort surroundings.
Many of the Whitsunday Islands have designated camping spots, and
there is secure parking on the mainland for your vehicle while you catch
a boat transfer to a deserted island to set up and enjoy the serenity
(permits required see pages 32 and 47).
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Island Resort Accommodation

ISLAND ACCOMMODATION DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

Brampton Island
Club Med Lindeman Island
Daydream Island Resort and Spa
Hamilton Island
Hayman
Ocean Hotels Long Island Resort
Paradise Bay Eco Escape

(07) 4951 4499
1800 258 263
1800 075 040
137 333
1800 075 175
1800 075 125
(07) 4946 9777

www.bramptonholidays.com.au
www.clubmed.com.au
www.daydreamisland.com
www.hamiltonisland.com.au
www.hayman.com.au
www.oceanhotels.com.au
www.paradisebay.com.au
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Island Resorts
A tropical island holiday is one that most
people dream of, but the Whitsundays
offers a diverse range of island resorts for all
budgets to make that dream a reality.
The islands of the Whitsundays were once
mountains, part of the mainland, drowned by
the sea after the ice ages. Each of the eight
inhabited islands have their own different
landscapes and attractions, and each resort
has it’s own personality and facilities.

Brampton Island
The island
Located to the south of the Whitsunday Islands, Brampton
Island is almost entirely National Park, with beautiful
beaches, 1000 year old Melaleuca forest and plenty
of secluded spots to explore. The channel between
Brampton and neighbouring Carlisle Island disappears at
low tide, enabling you to walk across to the uninhabited
Carlisle island.

The resort
BRAMPTON ISLAND RESORT sits snugly on the island,
with a rhythm of it’s own. From relaxing by the ocean side
pool, to fast and furious watersports, to wildlife spotting, this
resort can be as relaxed or fast paced as you like. A popular
activity is the jet ski safari which circumnavigates the island
and explores the many beautiful, hidden beaches of
the island.

Daydream Island
The island
Daydream (still known as West Molle on mariner’s charts)
is easily accessible from Shute Harbour and Airlie Beach
with ferry connections from the Great Barrier Reef Airport,
Whitsunday Coast Airport and other island resorts.
The island itself is just 1 kilometre long and 300-400 metres
wide surrounded by beautiful fringing reef and features a
short but pretty rainforest walk.

The resort
DAYDREAM ISLAND RESORT AND SPA encompasses the
entire island, offering 296 rooms (including 9 suites). Unique
to the resort is a man-made outdoor aquarium, a stunning
network of reef lagoons containing over 40 marine fish
species and 50 coral varieties. Recreational activities also
include water sports, mini golf, movies at the open-air scenic
cinema or swimming in one of the island’s tropical swimming
pools. The resort’s award-winning Rejuvenation Spa offers a
range of health and beauty treatments overlooking the Coral
Sea and Whitsunday Islands, and the Endeavour Wedding
Chapel overlooks Lover’s Cove.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Island Resort Accommodation

Hayman Resort, Hayman Island, The Whitsundays

Hayman Island
The island
Hayman Island is the northernmost resort island in the
Whitsundays and boasts some of the best fringing reef
snorkelling in the region. The island’s landscape is generally
sparse, although home to a small population of the rare
and endangered Proserpine Rock Wallaby. The picturesque
beaches range from sandy to coral and many of Hayman’s
protected bays are popular with boats for snorkelling and
anchoring overnight.

The resort
HAYMAN is Australia’s celebrated private island destination
in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef. Hayman welcomes
guests to enjoy a unique and memorable experience
offering luxury, relaxation, adventure and a lifestyle that is
genuine and sincere. The resort features superbly appointed
rooms, suites, penthouses, beach villas and a beach house,
world-class restaurants offering contemporary Australian,
Mediterranean and Oriental cuisine, the award-winning Spa
Hayman health and beauty facility and a children’s activity
centre. Marina facilities offer PADI diving, fishing, snorkelling,
sea kayaking, reef cruises and seaplane or helicopter
adventures. Guests can relax and enjoy Hayman’s superb
pools, head to the island’s beaches for sunbathing and
snorkelling, take one of the fascinating art and garden tours,
or try their skills on the tennis and squash courts or golf
driving range.
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Hook Island
Hook Island is the second largest island of the Whitsunday
group, with 58 square kilometres of National Park.
Spectacular fringing reef is popular for scuba diving and
snorkelling immediately offshore. Equally popular are the
forest walks around the island, the secluded bays and inlets
that provide safe overnight anchorages, and the Aboriginal
cave paintings in Nara Inlet.
HOOK ISLAND WILDERNESS RESORT offers a range of
budget accommodation.

Lindeman Island
The island
Lindeman Island is located to the south of the Whitsunday
Islands in the Lindeman Group, with over six square
kilometres of National Park. The island features many
spectacular bush walks offering stunning views from the
hilltops and plenty of secluded beaches to explore.

The resort
Australia’s only CLUB MED RESORT is located on Lindeman
Island. Club Med is famous for its all inclusive packages,
where guests are encouraged to do nothing, or do it all. A
friendly welcome, a family atmosphere, evening shows,
water sports, a 9 hole golf course, a circus school complete
with flying trapeze, a spa centre and a fun, lively environment
is created by a team of international GO’s (staff).

Island Resort Accommodation

Immerse yourself in over
50 amazing activities...

After a day’s kaya
kayaking, jetskiing, parasailing or snorkelling on the Great Barrier Reef you can enjoy a relaxation treatment
at Daydream Isla
Island’s world class Rejuvenation Spa! With 296 rooms and suites, various restaurants and bars, lagoon
swimming pools, mini golf, a fringing coral reef, Living Reef one of the world’s largest outdoor aquariums,
plus an outdoor cinema, there’s something for everyone on Daydream.

So for outdoor and indoor adventure and relaxation, Daydream Island Resort and Spa is the place to be.

To book your dream holiday call 1800 075 040 or visit www.daydreamisland.com

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Island Resort Accommodation
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Relax by one of the Island’s many tropical pools and beaches – or indulge yourself with a luxurious treatment
at our day spa. Play a round of golf, enjoy a scenic bushwalk, sail, snorkel, kayak … with over 60 activities
on offer, the choice is yours. Explore the beautiful Whitsundays and Great Barrier Reef – one of the world’s
seven natural wonders – both just a short trip away. Dine in any of the ten options available on the Island – with
everything from a bakery and fish and chip shop, to fresh fine dining restaurants. Stay your style. Hamilton Island
offers a wide range of accommodation including affordable bungalows, holiday homes, a 4 star hotel, boutique
beach hotel, and qualia, an exclusive luxury resort. K I D S C A N E V E N S T A Y A N D E A T F R E E * .

Turn to page 15 to find out more.
Call 137 333 or visit www.hamiltonisland.com.au

* Only valid for children under 12 years old, and at selected hotels and restaurants at Hamilton Island. Terms and conditions apply.
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Island Resort Accommodation

Club Med Lindeman Island,
the one and only all-inclusive
resort in the Whitsundays. With
the most all-Inclusive package
available, relax and enjoy your
holiday without worrying about
the accumulating costs.

Lindeman Island, Australia
P 1800 258 263 E sales.australia@clubmed.com
www.clubmed.com.au

South Molle Island
P 07 4946 9777
E info@paradisebay.com.au
www.paradisebay.com.au

Imagine your own private paradise...
Spacious waterfront bungalows, superb food & wine, private
catamaran, helicopter transfers and just 20 guests.
2010/11 Trip Advisor’s Best Hotel in South Pacific for ‘Service’.

South Molle Island features 4 square kilometres of National
Park rimmed by inlets and palm fringed beaches, and
some of the best walking tracks and lookouts in the region.
ADVENTURE ISLAND RESORT accommodation ranges
from basic to standard budget.

Hamilton Island
The island

Long Island
The island
Named after its key feature, Long Island is 9km long and
only 400m at its widest point. The closest island to the
mainland, Long Island is a wonder to explore filled with
National Park walks and plentiful flora and fauna. The
fringing coral reefs are expansive throughout the many bays
on the island, great for snorkelling and beachcombing.

The resorts
Long Island is home to two resorts: Long Island Resort, and
Paradise Bay Eco Escape.
LONG ISLAND RESORT is located on Happy Bay, offering
standard accommodation for the budget conscious under
swaying palms, overlooking the soft sandy beach. Guests
can enjoy two pools, extensive outdoor entertainment
areas and a range of watersports including snorkelling off
the beach. Arriving by helicopter is just the beginning of
the indulgence at PARADISE BAY ECO ESCAPE. With no
TV, phones, children or day visitors to disrupt your holiday,
relaxation is the number one priority. A friendly chef and
hostess are on hand to care for your every need, while your
private skipper awaits to set sail and explore the surrounding
beaches and reefs. Paradise Bay offers an all-inclusive
holiday for a maximum of 16 guests at any one time.

Hamilton Island, the largest island in the Whitsundays, is
a resort and vibrant community in one. Over 70% of the
island is national parkland and it has 20km of bushwalking
trails that offer some of the most spectacular views of the
Whitsunday Passage.

The resort
HAMILTON ISLAND RESORT effortlessly combines island
resort with a village atmosphere that will keep you relaxed
and entertained simultaneously.
Laze the day away in luxury - by one of the island’s many
palm fringed beaches or pools. For a change of scenery,
head to the marina precinct, a buzzing little community with
everything from a bakery and fish and chip shop, to fine
dining restaurants and fashion boutiques.
Bushwalks, kayaking, windsurfing, snorkelling and sailing
are just some of the 60 activities on offer at Hamilton Island.
And for a truly unique experience, enjoy a round of golf at
the Hamilton Island Golf Club the only course in Australia on
its own island! Of course, if golf’s not your thing, you could
opt for a treatment at the day spa.
Hamilton Island offers a range of accommodation from
affordable bungalows, to 4 star hotel rooms and holiday
homes. Those looking for a pure indulgent holiday will
want to stay at qualia, the island’s exclusive resort. Offering
personalised service, exclusive pools and restaurants, qualia
is a world class resort with a mesmerising calmness rarely
found today.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Island Resort Accommodation

16

The Whitsundays 74 Island Wonders

Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

A heavenly sanctuary that will change
your whole outlook on life
PEPPERS CORAL COAST RESORT, AIRLIE BEACH
Located in Queensland’s famous Airlie Beach, Peppers Coral Coast Resort features
beautifully appointed one, two and three bedroom apartments with unrestricted
views overlooking the Whitsunday Passage.
Comfortable and chic, the emphasis here is on leisure facilities such as the inÀnity edge
swimming pool, endota day spa and Àne dining in 7ides Restaurant and Bar, where you
can indulge in exquisite modern Australian cuisine.
Experience Peppers. Call (07) 4962 5100 or visit peppers.com.au
Mt Whitsunday Drive, Airlie Beach

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au

17

Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Coral Sea Resort, Airlie Beach, The Whitsundays

WHITSUNDAY COAST ACCOMMODATION DIRECTORY PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

(07) 4948 1300
(07) 4946 7267
(07) 4946 6244
(07) 4948 2000
(07) 4946 6188
1800 666 237

www.airliewaterfront.com
www.backpackersbythebay.com
www.beaches.com.au
www.stayatbase.com
www.magnums.com.au
www.nomadshostels.com

20
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(07) 4946 4692

www.whitsundaymooringsbb.com.au

22

(07) 4945 1888
(07) 4946 6222
(07) 4946 7744
(07) 4946 6218
(07) 4946 7166
(07) 4948 0599
(07) 4946 6483
(07) 4947 7777
(07) 4946 7155
(07) 4946 4595
(07) 4946 6359
(07) 4946 6860

www.aandamotelprosperine.com.au
www.airlieapartments.com.au

www.whitsundayonthebeach.com
www.whitsundaywaterfront.com

21
21
21
22
21
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-

(07) 4964 1999
(07) 4946 6418
(07) 4964 1500
(07) 4948 6500
(07) 4948 2655
(07) 4946 5316
(07) 4946 3500
1800 985 856
(07) 4946 2600
1800 075 061
(07) 4946 4666
1800 251 166
(07) 4946 6391
1300 551 727
(07) 4962 5100
(07) 4948 4800
(07) 4948 2288
(07) 4946 4123
(07) 4948 1188
(07) 4948 6866
(07) 4948 8300
1800 463 417
(07) 4946 6352
1800 555 684
(07) 4946 0200
(07) 4948 4000

www.airliebeachhotel.com.au
www.airliebeachmotorlodge.com.au
www.marinashores.com.au
www.waterfrontwhitsunday.com.au
www.watersedgewhitsundays.com.au
www.whitsundays.net.au/beachcourt
www.bluehorizonairlie.com.au
www.boathavenresort.com.au
www.whitsundayreefgateway.com.au
www.coralsearesort.com
www.mangohouseresort.com
www.martiniquewhitsunday.com.au
www.medresorts.com.au
www.peninsulaairliebeach.com
www.peppers.com.au/coralcoast
www.pinnaclesresort.com
www.portsidewhitsunday.com.au
www.reefside.com.au
www.seastarapartments.com.au
www.searenewhitsundays.com.au
www.shingleybeachresort.com
www.summitairliebeach.com.au
www.sunlitwaters.com
www.toscanaresort.com.au
www.tranquile.com.au
www.whitsundayvista.com.au
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23
24
25
24
25
24
24
25
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24
24
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BACKPACKERS
Airlie Waterfront Backpackers
Backpackers by the Bay
Beaches Backpackers
BASE Backpackers
Magnums
Nomads Airlie Beach

B&BS
Whitsunday Moorings B&B

3-3.5 STAR
A&A Motel
Airlie Apartments
Airlie Beach Apartments
Airlie Court Holiday Units
Colonial Palms Motor Inn
Downtown Airlie
Kipara Tropical Rainforest Retreat
Laguna Whitsundays
Oceans Hotels Club Crocodile Resort
Seaview Apartments
Whitsunday On the Beach
Whitsunday Waterfront Apartments

www.airliecourtholidayunits.com.au
www.colonialpalms.bestwestern.com.au
www.downtownairlie.com
www.kipara.com.au
www.lagunawhitsundays.info
www.oceanhotels.com.au

4-5 STAR
Airlie Beach Hotel
Airlie Beach Motor Lodge
at Marina Shores
at Waterfront Whitsunday Retreat
at Water’s Edge Resort
Beach Court Holiday Villas
Blue Horizon Resort Apartments
Boathaven Spa Resort
Cannonvale Reef Gateway Hotel Motel
Coral Sea Resort
Mango House Resort
Martinique Whitsunday
Mediterranean Resorts
Peninsula Airlie Beach
Peppers Coral Coast Resort
Pinnacles Resort and Spa
Portside Whitsunday
Reefside Villas
Sea Star Apartments
Searene Whitsunday Resort
Shingley Beach Resort
Summit Apartments
Sunlit Waters Studio Apartments
Toscana Village Resort
Tranquile
Whitsunday Vista Resort
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Pinnacles Resort, Airlie Beach, The Whitsundays

Whitsunday Coast Accommodation
The Whitsunday Coast is a cosmopolitan
and inviting peninsula that stretches from
the central town of Airlie Beach, to secluded
beaches along the coastline and inland to
picturesque hinterland.
Basing your holiday on the Whitsunday Coast has several
distinct advantages. There is a large range of options for
all budgets, from self contained apartments to full service
hotels; family focused to adults only. You can choose to stay
right in the thick of things in central Airlie Beach or further out
of town at secluded beach townships, inland country towns
and the northern beaches of Bowen.
The mainland is the launching pad for activities and
adventures in the Whitsundays, and most accommodation
houses take advantage of the beautiful views out over
the Coral Sea to the Whitsunday Islands. It feels just as
tropical as staying on an island, but with the conveniences
of modern life like supermarkets, banks, restaurants
and shopping.

Airlie Beach
Vibrant and alive, Airlie Beach is the beating heart of the
Whitsundays. It is the epicentre of access to the islands and
the reef by day, and by night offers such an array of dining
and nightlife that every night is a Saturday night!
Airlie Beach provides the ideal mainland base for holiday fun
and adventure in the Whitsundays, where accommodation
styles are as varied as the accents that can be heard in the
main street. Backpacking hostels, luxury apartments, and
villas set on the hillsides are the ideal base for watching
stunning sunsets over the islands and launching your
holiday activities on the water. It’s a social and lively place
with fabulous restaurants, clubs and bars to party well into
the night, and a beautiful swimming lagoon set in parkland
overlooking the islands to rejuvenate during the day.

Just minutes from town, discover quiet,
undiscovered coves, beaches and rainforest,
and a diversity of landscapes so contrasting
to the blues of the ocean.

Proserpine
Proserpine offers a change of pace and scenery from that
of the vibrant Airlie Beach. Just 20 minutes inland from Airlie
Beach, Proserpine is a charming, typical Australian country
town offering traditional country hospitality. There is a range
of accommodation from caravan parks and backpacker
accommodation to motels conveniently located on the Bruce
Highway for the tired traveller.

Bowen
Bowen is another good Whitsunday Coast base for your
Whitsundays holiday. Located 45 minutes north of Airlie
Beach, this sleepy seaside town boasts seven beautiful
beaches that remain largely undiscovered by tourists. There
is also a good range of accommodation from backpackers
to four star absolute beach front apartments.

Seclusion
Further inland from Bowen, Collinsville is a quaint country
town, far enough away from the tourist hubs to be a country
retreat, but close enough to retain that same friendly and
welcoming attitude of all the Whitsundays locals.
The region also has several secluded beach townships
a short drive from Airlie Beach, offering caravan park
accommodation, private holiday homes and eco resorts at
which to stay. The long walks on the beaches are gorgeous
and you will feel as though you’ve uncovered a hidden gem
a little way ‘off the beaten track’ (see page 47).

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Backpackers, Whitehaven Beach, The Whitsundays

Backpackers
Airlie Beach has long been a popular destination, etched
into the itineraries of international backpackers for years.
Located halfway between Cairns and Brisbane, Airlie Beach
is the stop for beautiful beaches, swimming, snorkelling,
diving and sailing. At night, Airlie is a vibrant hub for
backpackers with plenty of accommodation to choose
from to rest your weary head after a night of partying.
If you’re on a driving holiday there is a wide range of holiday
parks and backpacking hostels with cheap van parking for
one or multiple night stays.
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Great Location! Fantastic Value!
Directly opposite the beach,
our hostel offers million dollar
ocean views on a budget.
Air conditioned dorms (girls only
available) plus private doubles
and twins.

6 The Esplanade, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 089 000 E enquiries@airliewaterfront.com
www.airliewaterfront.com

6 acres of lush tropical gardens,
offering double, twin, 4, 6 & 8
share dorms, all with ensuite
and is situated in the heart of
Airlie Beach, the gateway to
the Whitsunday Islands and
Great Barrier Reef.

A family owned hostel located in
the heart of town. Guests rooms
are air conditioned, with an
ensuite & complimentary brekky.
Beaches won the Whitsunday’s
Tourism Awards for budget
accommodation in 2010.

336 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4948 2000 E info@stayatbase.com
www.stayatbase.com

356 Shute Harbour Road, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 636 630 E airliebeach@beaches.com.au
www.beaches.com.au

Book in at Magnums
Backpackers & discover the
hidden rainforest setting right in
the Heart of Airlie Beach. Free
accommodation with overnight
sailing. Best rates in Airlie.

Situated in the heart of Airlie
Beach, amongst 7 acres of
tropical gardens, Nomads
offers luxury Melanesian style
accommodation. Dorms, private
or camping options including
powered sites on offer.

366 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4964 1199 E travel@magnums.com.au
www.magnums.com.au

354 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 666 237 E info@nomadsairliebeach.com
www.nomadshostels.com
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation
Colonial
Palms
Modern, clean & comfortable
Studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedroom
apartments. Quiet central
location, air conditioned, fully
self contained & only 50m to the
main street of Airlie Beach. Relax
by the pool & BBQ. 24hr check in.

We offer tropical surrounds
and two crystal clear pools, a
short stroll to Airlie. The Palms
Licensed Restaurant’s home
style cooking is famous.
All rooms have views over
Boathaven Bay.

1-3 Golden Orchid Drive, Airlie Beach, 4802 QLD
P 07 4946 7744 E airliebeachapartments@bigpond.com

2 Hermitage Drive, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 075 114
www.colonialpalms.bestwestern.com.au

Downtown Airlie Motel complex
offers eco-friendly and modern
1 & 2 bedroom units, gourmet
café, fashion boutique and tour
bookings located opposite the
Airlie Lagoon. 24 hr check-in, &
Free Wireless and Austar.

Great value with a stunning
location. Well appointed self
contained 2 bedroom air-con
apartments for 1-6 guests with
Coral Sea views only meters from
the beach, lagoon & shops. Relax
by the pool & BBQ. 24hr check in.

346 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4948 0599 E info@downtownairlie.com
www.downtownairlie.com

404 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 4595 E seaviewapartments@bigpond.com

An island escape on th
e mainland

Club Crocodile Airlie Beach is a multi-award winning
tropical resort that combines the variety and
excitement of mainland Airlie Beach with the wonders
of the Great Barrier Reef and the spectacular
Whitsunday Islands
Featuring ocean or pool views from each of the 160
rooms, this outback oasis-style resort is ideal for
couples, honeymooners, families and friends.
Enjoy a chilled cocktail in the heated spa, sunbath by
one of the two oasis style pools joined by a sparkling
waterfall, have a game of tennis or sit down to a
leisurely meal at the Oceans Bar & Grill.

BOOK TODAY
1800 075 151

www.oceanhotels.com.au
1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Challenging 18-hole golf course
Spacious, self-contained villas
Relaxed poolside dining
Resort pool with swim up bar

Kunapipi Road, The Whitsundays, QLD 4800
P 07 4947 7777 E res@lagunawhitsundays.info
www.lagunawhitsundays.info

Premium home sites now selling
from $127,000 ($135,000 Avg.)
For further information
please contact the Sales
and Information Centre

Indulging
The Whitsunday Coast has a large range of four to five star
resorts to stay in, most located perfectly to take advantage of
those stunning views over the Coral Sea to the Whitsunday
Islands. You’ll definitely fee like you’re on an exclusive island
holiday from the moment you check in.

269 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach QLD 4802
P 07 4946 5488 E info@spyglasshill.com.au
www.spyglasshill.com.au

B&Bs
There are a number of small and private bed and breakfast
establishments on the Whitsunday Coast. At each you will
enjoy the friendly welcome of a Whitsundays local and the
fresh, local produce our region has to offer. A B&B is a great
place to stay for personalised and friendly advice, company
and hospitality. The outlooks are varied, with some located
in lush tropical surroundings and others with beautiful ocean
views. The choice of breakfasts also range from multi course
gourmet indulgences to organically prepared meals.
Whitsunday

Moorings

Outstanding apartments
overhanging Abel Point Marina
and Islands. Legendary ‘à
la carte’ 5 course breakfast.
Privacy, lush gardens, pool,
awesome views. A/C, Gilchrist
Soames toiletries, and Wi-Fi.

PO Box 394, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 4692 E info@whitsundaymooringsbb.com.au
www.whitsundaymooringsbb.com.au
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10 Golden Orchid Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 555 684
E info@toscanaresort.com
www.toscanaresort.com
Looking for value accommodation in Airlie Beach with great
views and central location? Spacious apartments with lock up
garages. Private balconies with spectacular views out to the
Whitsunday Islands. Have a look for yourself - view our live
webcam of Airlie Beach on our website.

Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Location Location Location

Airlie Beach Top 3
The very finest locations coupled
with extraordinary hospitality, these
properties offer a unique difference for
the discerning traveller.

at Waterfront Whitsunday Retreat
Waterfront Whitsunday Retreat sets new standards of luxury
boutique accommodation in the Whitsundays. Adjoining Airlie
Beach and nestled on Pioneer bay which features pristine
turquoise waters surrounded by breathtaking rainforest, guests
can expect a high level of privacy coupled with exceptional
unobtrusive personalised service. The luxury boutique hotel
comprises an exclusive collection of one bedroom spa suites
and penthouses, with views over Port of Airlie and the Coral Sea.

advertorial

at Waters Edge Resort
If location, tranquillity and comfort are what you are looking for in
holiday accommodation, then Water’s Edge Resort apartments
are for you. Water’s Edge Resort apartments in Airlie Beach, are
quietly nestled in the hillside amongst lush tropical gardens, 100
metres from the centre of the bustling cosmopolitan village of
Airlie Beach. Water’s Edge is quite simply one of the Whitsunday’s
premier holiday locations. Our award winning restaurant Deja
Vu is a boutique restaurant that offers tropical sea view dining
overlooking Airlie Beach and the azure Whitsunday islands.
Located poolside Déjà vu offers personalised service and
attention to detail, which reign supreme with hands-on owner/
manager/chef’s Sarah and Patrice Duverger.

at Marina Shores
5 star Marina Shores absolute waterfront is positioned in a
prestigious oceanfront location in Airlie Beach. Consisting of 50
luxurious fully self contained apartments with views overlooking
Abel Point Marina, the Coral Sea and to the Whitsunday Islands
this is certainly a new standard of fashionable accommodation
in Airlie Beach. The variety of rooms include, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
apartments and incredible 2 bedroom penthouses. Marina
Shores has been designed to be totally different in space, light
and colour with vogue interiors, spacious balconies, state of the
art lighting and a 30 metre pool with lush gardens ensuring each
guest enjoys an oasis of luxury and tranquility.

438 Shute Harbour Rd,
Airlie Beach QLD 4802
P 07 4948 6500
E stay@waterfrontwhitsunday.com.au
www.waterfrontwhitsunday.com.au

4 Golden Orchid Dr,
Airlie Beach QLD 4802
P 07 4948 4300
E stay@watersedgewhitsundays.com.au
www.watersedgewhitsundays.com.au

159 Shingley Dr,
Airlie Beach QLD 4802
P 07 4964 1500
E stay@marinashores.com.au
www.marinashores.com.au

Impressive award winning six suite
boutique hotel offering ocean view
stylish spa suites and one, two or
three bedroom Jacuzzi penthouse with
high levels of privacy and exceptional
personalised service.

Breathtaking views, one, two and three
bedroom ocean view apartments,
exquisite décor and stunning
surroundings combine to make
Waters Edge Resort the perfect choice
for an amazing Whitsunday Holiday.

Positioned absolute waterfront with
incredible water views, one, two and three
bedroom 5 star luxurious apartments
feature sensually rich décor, timeless
finishes and generous proportions for an
incredible holiday experience.

www.athotelgroup.com
1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Located in a quiet, central
location only 200 metres from
the main street.
Motel rooms, self contained
units & townhouses available.
Modern facilities & WiFi.

6 Lamond St, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 6418 E stay@airliebeachmotorlodge.com.au
www.airliebeachmotorlodge.com.au

Large 4 star, self-contained villas.
Air-conditioned 2 & 3 bedroom.
Large pool & heated spa. Austar
& wireless internet. Undercover &
boat parking. 100m to the beach.
Close to shopping centre
& Abel Point Marina.

24 Beach Rd, Cannonvale, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 5316 E beachcourt@whitsunday.net.au
www.whitsunday.net.au/beachcourt

.BOHP
)PVTF

24

Boathaven Spa Resort offers
1, 2, and 3 bedroom suites with
private balconies, outdoor spa’s,
and views out to Boathaven
Bay and marina.
Why stay anywhere else?

Surrounded by tropical gardens
& large pool. Our rooms are
spacious & fully self-contained.
Full tour desk and on-site
managers. Shops & restaurants
nearby. Complimentary
unlimited broadband. Four star.

440 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 985 856 E stay@boathavenresort.com.au
www.boathavenresort.com.au

Cnr Shute Harbour Rd & Erromango Dr, Airlie Beach, 4802
P 07 4946 4666 E mango@airlie.net.au
www.bestwestern.com

The best location in Airlie Beach.
Get away from the noise of the
main street. Each apartment is
luxuriously designed for comfort
& relaxation. Full air-con featuring
private, spacious balconies with
breathtaking ocean views.

“The only way to stay”. Discover
multi award winning luxury
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom Apartments.
Private balconies with Coral Sea
views. Heated wet edge pool
& spa. Only 40m level stroll
to restaurants & shops

18 Golden Orchid Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 251 166 E info@martiniquewhitsunday.com.au
www.martiniquewhitsunday.com.au

406 Shute Harbour Rd, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4948 2288 E stay@portsidewhitsunday.com.au
www.portsidewhitsunday.com.au

Offering self contained studio,
1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments.
Quiet, peaceful location beside
Abel Point Marina with stunning
marina & Coral Sea views.

Spacious, 4.5 Star, 1 and 2
Bedroom Ocean
View Apartments.
Exceptional value for money.
Ideal for families & couples alike.
Onsite pool, barbeque area,
games room & parking.

115 Shingley Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1300 404 369 E bookings@shingleybeachresort.com
www.shingleybeachresort.com

15 Flame Tree Court, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 463 417 E stay@summitairliebeach.com.au
www.summitairliebeach.com.au
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Whitsunday Coast Accommodation

Cnr The Esplanade & Coconut Grove, Airlie Beach, Qld 4802
P 1800 466 233
E reservations@airliebeachhotel.com.au
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au

Hermitage Drive, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 3500
E res@bluehorizonairlie.com.au
www.bluehorizonairlie.com.au

Unrivalled location at the Hub of The Esplanade opposite the
beach plus three restaurants on site.
“When location is everything, the Airlie Beach Hotel
has everything.”

Located just 600m from the vibrant heart of Airlie Beach,
Blue Horizon offers modern and spacious 1, 2 , 3 and 4
bedroom luxury apartments, all with fabulous water views.

Absolute waterfront apartments
in pristine Airlie Beach. 5 star 1,
2, 3 & 4 bedroom apartments,
penthouses all overlooking Abel
Point Marina & the northern
Whitsunday Islands. Air-con,
free internet & marina berth.

144 Shingley Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1300 551 727 E info@peninsulaairliebeach.com
www.peninsulaairliebeach.com

The ultimate in 5 star luxury
accommodation in the heart of
Airlie Beach. 1 , 2 & 3 Bedroom
apartments all with magnificent
Coral Sea views, King size
beds & Spa.

25 Oceanview Avenue, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 075 061
E stay@coralsearesort.com
www.coralsearesort.com
Coral Sea Resort features a variety of hotel rooms including
deluxe suites and one, two and three bedroom apartments,
penthouses and beach houses. All accommodation is
serviced daily, an enticing array of facilities include an award
winning oceanfront restaurant.

16 Golden Orchid Dr, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4948 4800 E reservations@pinnaclesresort.com
www.pinnaclesresort.com

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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On Water Accommodation

On Water Accommodation
SAILING PACKAGES
Whether you prefer DIY or it all done for you,
you can stay in the five star luxury of the waters
of the Whitsundays.
The Whitsundays is home to the Southern Hemisphere’s largest fleet of
skippered and chartered vessels, offering a unique opportunity to combine
your accommodation with your sightseeing and sleep out in the calm and
protected waters of the Whitsundays.

Wonderland
Sailing through the Whitsundays is simply a must do on any Whitsundays
holiday. The calm, protected waters of the Coral Sea make for beautiful
sailing from novice to professional and the beauty of the region is even
more apparent as you cruise by, wind in your hair and sun on your skin.
While out on the water, there is a wonderland of life to discover. Under the
water are the beautiful colours of coral reefs and thousands of species
of fish. The beaches range from white and sandy to pebbles of coral,
washed up from fringing reef just off the beach.

Do It Yourself
Skipper yourself onboard a ‘bareboat’ yacht, catamaran or motor cruiser.
After a thorough briefing, you’ll be on your way discovering hidden coves
and secluded beaches with a new landscape each morning as you wake
up. All boats are fully equipped with bathrooms and galley (kitchen), safety
and navigational equipment.

Have It All Done For You
Do as much or as little as you like as your crew navigate around the
Whitsundays for you. Pull up the sails, take the helm, or simply lie on
the deck sipping champagne, as a package sailing holiday offers the
unique experience of sailing the Whitsundays with a professional crew.
A selection of boats are available for 1, 2, or 3 night or longer tours. The
packages include your accommodation on the vessel (from open plan to
private, ensuited cabins), meals, snorkelling and scuba diving opportunities
and a spectacular tour around the Whitsunday Islands and reefs.
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ON WATER ACCOMMODATION DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

1800 639 520
(07) 4946 7500
1800 803 988
1800 075 013
1800 075 145
1800 075 055
1800 075 000

www.charteryachtsaustralia.com.au
www.ccy.com.au
www.sunsail.com
www.yachtcharters.com.au
www.whitsundayescape.com
www.whitsunday-yacht.com.au
www.rentayacht.com.au

29
29
29
29
28
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1300 414 419
1800 117 173
(07) 4946 7124
(07) 4946 4999
(07) 4940 2000

www.whitsunday-sailing.com
www.truebluesailing.com.au
www.tallshipadventures.com.au
www.explorewhitsundays.com
www.whitsailing.com
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BAREBOATS (SKIPPER YOURSELF)
Charter Yachts Australia
Cumberland Charter Yachts
Sunsail
Queensland Yacht Charters
Whitsunday Escape
Whitsunday Private Yacht Charters
Whitsunday Rent a Yacht

CREWED TOURS
Realsail (On Ice)
True Blue Sailing
Tallship Adventures
Explore Whitsundays
Whitsunday Sailing Adventures

Diver’s Delight

Learn To Sail

The Whitsundays is a diver’s and snorkeler’s delight, with the
islands fringing coral reefs easily accessible on a large range
of tours around the region. The geography of the islands
means it is possible to find a cove or bay that is protected
in almost any weather so that diving and snorkelling can be
enjoyed in any condition. For this reason the Whitsundays
is popular for both the novice and the experienced diver
or snorkeller.

If the sailing bug bites you, as it does many a visitor to the
Whitsundays, there are sailing schools available from the
Whitsunday Coast and Hamilton Island. After just a few
hours of training and experience, you’ll be competent in
raising sails and charting a course around the Whitsundays,
ready to head off on your next voyage of discovery.

The fringing reefs offer spectacular corals and fish, with
each island and each individual bay offering a different
experience. The ‘outer’ Great Barrier Reef is renowned for
spectacular diving, with unparalleled coral diversity and
reef life. The ‘Stepping Stones’ and the ‘Cathedral’ are two
of the Whitsundays iconic dive sites. The fleet of charter
boats that depart daily for the islands and reef offer a range
of opportunities to scuba dive and snorkel to explore this
underwater wonderland.

BYO
If you’re lucky enough to have your own boat, the
Whitsundays is your oyster. Explore the islands and reefs as
you like by day, and anchor up with other tour boats at night
for good company and stories of adventures on the high
seas. There are excellent guide books written specifically
about the Whitsundays to assist on your holiday.

Certified divers must carry their certification card with them
and for beginners, introductory dives are available on
most tours.

Do As Much As You Like
The beauty of the Whitsundays is that you can choose to do
as much or as little as you like. You can lay back on the deck
of your boat, taking in the intoxicating views of azure blue
waters, green and lush islands and pinky-orange sunsets.
Or, you can launch into a non-stop extravaganza of sailing,
fishing, snorkelling, diving, beachcombing and swimming.
All of the boats are equipped to keep you as busy or relaxed
as you like.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Bareboating, Whitsunday Islands, The Whitsundays

Do It yourself
Choose your adventure as you chart your own
course through some of Australia’s, if not the
world’s, best sailing waters.
Picture yourself at the helm of a stylish yacht... the salty sea
breeze in your face as you cruise through the Whitsunday
Passage, passing by the 74 islands of the Whitsundays,
headed for a protected anchorage for the night. That
could be you in a matter of hours upon boarding your own
skipper yourself boat (bareboat). The protected waters of
the Whitsundays are recognised as amongst the safest in
the world and perfect for the beginner sailor all the way up to
experienced, professional sailors.

Once you’re touring around the Whitsundays, the choice
is yours where you go each day. You could wake up at
sparkling Whitehaven Beach, go whale watching for the day,
go for an afternoon snorkel and tuck up in a protected bay for
the night. Or you could start the morning with a bush walk on
a deserted island, then stop off for lunch at an island resort
(permission may be required at some resorts) and anchor in
a bay ready for snorkelling the next morning. The beauty of
skippering yourself is that you can choose wherever you go,
to avoid other boats and have beaches to yourself, or enjoy
the company of other sailors on their adventure.

Bareboat charter companies give you a thorough briefing and
‘trial run’ before you set sail so that everyone in your party can
become comfortable and confident in handling the vessel.
You will spend time going over your intended itinerary with the
charter company and receive advice on the best anchorages
and sightseeing in the Whitsundays. Once underway, your
charter company will keep in daily radio contact with you to
maintain your position and assist with any questions while on
your journey.
The boats are well maintained and range from small sailing
vessels for couples, to catamarans, motor launches and
yachts able to take groups of up to 12. All boats come fully
equipped with the essentials for a few days sailing the
Whitsundays, including onboard warm showers, toilets,
galley (kitchen), dinghy for adventures ashore, safety and
navigational equipment and guides on the best snorkelling,
anchorage and sightseeing spots. Fishing, kayaking and
snorkelling equipment can also be hired and personal and
food supplies can be stocked for you on the boat before you
arrive if needed.
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Office 18 Abel Point Marina, Airlie Beach, Q 4802
P 1800 075 055
E wpyc@whitsunday-yacht.com.au
www.whitsunday-yacht.com.au
Embark on a boating holiday.
Explore 74 islands.
Entice your sense of adventure .
Enjoy the freedom and flexibility of a sail yourself holiday.
Exceed your expectations with Whitsunday Private
Yacht Charters.

On Water Accommodation

Boating Holidays in the
Whitsundays. Explore the
wonders of 74 islands from your
own, skipper yourself, boat. All
our vessels are fully equipped
for your comfort & safety, to suit
your style & budget.

Abel Point Marina, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 075 013 E reservations@yachtcharters.com.au
www.yachtcharters.com.au

Explore the Whitsundays
chartering a yacht, catamaran
or motor cruiser. Enjoy luxury
island resort facilities, snorkelling
and fishing - a charter holiday
provides access to it all!
No boat licence required.

Abel Point Marina, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 639 520
E charter@cya.com.au
www.charteryachtsaustralia.com.au
Skipper Yourself Charters.
Choose from our fully equipped, modern fleet of
yachts, sailing & power catamarans.
Crewed and honeymoon packages available.
Treat yourself to a holiday of a lifetime.

6 Bay Terrace, Shute Harbour, QLD 4802
P 1800 075 000 E holiday@rentayacht.com.au
www.rentayacht.com.au

Marina Village, Hamilton Island, QLD 4803
P 1800 803 988
E sunsail@sunsail.com.au
www.sunsail.com.au

Suite 16, Abel Point Marina, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 075 145
E charter@whitsundayescape.com
www.whitsundayescape.com

A Sunsail Hamilton Island yacht charter allows you to sail
through the sparkling waters of the Whitsunday Islands and
enjoy the spectacular marine life, luxurious island resorts and
secluded anchorages.

Whitsunday Escape’s modern fleet consists of 30 boats.
Choose from the wide range of Power Cruisers, Power
Catamarans, Sailing Yachts, and Sailing Catamarans.
All vessels come fully equipped for comfortable cruising in
the tropics.
Whitsunday Tourism Award winner for 2010 and Tourism
Queensland Award finalist for 2010.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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On Water Accommodation

Charter Boat, Whitsunday Islands, The Whitsundays

If taking the helm of your own boat isn’t your
thing, then why not sit back and enjoy the view
while your personal crew sets course for you.

Have the crew do it for you
Have your own professional crew sail you through the
Whitsundays with a package sailing holiday on board a
professional crewed boat. Those who want to take an active
part in their sailing holiday can, as these trips can be ‘all
hands on deck’ or simply relaxing on the top deck with the
wind in your hair and sun on your skin.
A large selection of motor cruisers, classic yachts, tall ships
and maxi sailing yachts are available for 1, 2, or 3 day or
longer tours. The packages include your accommodation
on the vessel, all meals cooked onboard by the chef,

snorkelling and scuba diving opportunities and a spectacular
tour around the Whitsunday Islands and reefs. This is a truly
unique holiday adventure that is not quite a tour and not just
accommodation, but combines the two to provide a distinctly
different holiday experience. The professional crew have
plenty of stories and quirky facts about the Whitsundays,
and your fellow passengers could be from anywhere in the
world, providing a diverse experience of people with which to
enjoy your holiday.
The itineraries of the vessels depend on weather, but all will
include a visit to Whitehaven Beach, snorkelling, swimming
and those stunning Whitsundays sunsets preceding millions
of stars softly lighting the deck at night.
Several crewed charters also offer the opportunity to learn to
scuba dive while on your trip, or master the ship yourself with
professional sailing lessons, a great preparation for your next
sailing adventure.

On Ice is a deluxe catamaran.
She is available for 2 night tours
or private charters of the magical
Whitsundays & carries an array
of the coolest new water
sports equipment.

Po Box 531, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 0438 240 976 E info@realsail.com.au
www.whitsunday-sailing.com

Explore the Whitsunday’s,
including Whitehaven Beach,
Snorkeling & Scuba diving.
Enjoy the spa, waterslide & we’re
fully air-conditioned. Our famous
Atlantic Clipper crew go overboard
to make fun times flow.

PO Box 747, Cannonvale, QLD 4802
P 1800 117 173 E info@truebluesailing.com.au
www.truebluesailing.com.au
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Level 2, 293 Shute Harbour Road, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P (07) 4940 2000
E res@whitsailing.com
www.whitsailing.com
Sail, snorkel, dive, kayak, bushwalk & explore.
Quality Owner Operated, live-aboard sailing and diving
holiday packages, tours include onboard accommodation,
all meals and professional Crew. 2, 3 and 6 day options with
daily departures from Airlie Beach. 15 cruise experiences to
choose from.

On Water Accommodation
advertorial

Sail, Snorkel, Dive

e

The Magical Whitsunday Islands
Accommodated sailing tours &
packages from 2 to 6 days for all
budgets & markets

Participation

Since 1985 we have been
providing Whitsunday sailing
tours and packages. Guests
can choose between Maxi,
Adventure, Tall Ship or Deluxe
Sailing Tours. Whether travelling independently, as a
couple, or with a group we have the perfect tour.

If you’d like to participate in the
sailing you can help hoist and
trim the sails, take the helm or...
simply sit back and relax while
the crew do it all. You can even
join us as crew for Hamilton Island Race Week and
experience this exhilarating annual event!

Our experienced crew will take you to the best
locations, making the most of the wind and tides.

Meals

There are many smooth water stops nestled around
the islands, so overnight anchorages are pleasant for
sleeping and offer spectacular scenery!

Our crew will freshly prepare all
meals: breakfast, morning tea,
lunches, pre-dinner snacks
and hot dinners.

Activities
During a typical 2 or 3 day
tour, along with the sailing,
there is plenty of time to visit
stunning white sand beaches,
go for guided National Park
island bush walks with amazing views, snorkel coral
reefs teeming with marine life and meet our dive boat
‘Tornado’ which offers introductory or certified scuba
dive services exploring the fringing reefs.

Private Charters
Vessels are available for
private charter for a family to
large groups up to 200 guests.
We cater for educational
groups, birthdays, weddings,
honeymoons, themed events and conferences, just
contact us for availability and quotes.

Maxi Sailing Tours

Deluxe Cruise

2 days, 1 night

3 days, 3 nights from

Tall Ship Sailing
3 days, 3 nights from

$559

whitsundays

TIP: While planning your holiday, consider a
live-aboard sailing tour. Download a brochure
from explorewhitsundays.com

Sailing

$349

plore

$749

Learn to Sail Course
3 days, 2 nights from

$799

Tailored Packages
we can make you a package eg
2 nights in Airlie Beach, 3 night
Whitsunday Cruise and 2 nights
at an island resort

Prices include crew, all meals, snorkelling gear, Whitehaven Beach, guided walks, parks fee & charges.

Freecall 1800 675 790
P + 61 (0)7 4946 4999
W www.explorewhitsundays.com
E res@explorewhitsundays.com
Shop 1, 4 The Esplanade, Airlie Beach
FACEBOOK facebook.com/
explorewhitsundays1
1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Caravan & Camping
With the Whitsundays being so easily accessible, why
not bring your car or caravan on holidays with you?
The Whitsundays is located a short driving distance from many popular
tourist spots along the Queensland coast, with Queensland’s major
road connecting Brisbane to Cairns, the Bruce Highway, running
directly through the region at Proserpine and Bowen. Local holiday
parks across the Whitsunday Coast offer unpowered and powered
camping sites, caravan plots and up to four star cabins in a range of
tropical surroundings.
The convenience of having a vehicle to explore the region means you
can discover some of the ‘off the beaten’ track hidden gems of the
Whitsunday Coast, from secluded beaches to picturesque hinterland and
spectacular waterfalls and rainforest. You can camp or park at a holiday
park by night and explore the many different drive trails throughout the
region by day (see pull out map for more details), or leave the car or van
and head out on the water for a day or two to explore the islands.
Alternatively, you might prefer to rough it and sleep under five million star
luxury at one of the many designated camping sites on the Whitsunday
Islands. Most are located on deserted islands and have small maximum
numbers, so you may be lucky enough to have the entire place to
yourself. Permits are very inexpensive and easy to apply for, and there
are excellent services to drop you off on the beach and pick you up.
Explore beautiful tropical rainforest bush walks, sheltered beaches,
spectacular fringing coral reefs and the serenity of a deserted island all
to yourself.
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Caravan & Camping

Big 4 Adventure Whitsunday Resort, Cannonvale, The Whitsundays

CARAVAN AND CAMPING DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

Big4 Adventure Whitsunday Resort
Big4 Airlie Cove Resort & Van Park
Island Gateway Holiday Park
Proserpine Tourist Park
Whitsunday Island Camping Connection

1800 640 587
1800 653 445
(07) 4946 6228
(07) 4945 1554
(07) 4946 6285

www.adventurewhitsunday.com.au
www.airliecove.com.au
www.aspenparks.com.au
www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au
www.whitsundaycamping.com.au
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On arriving to Proserpine, traditional Australian country
hospitality greets you, with art deco architecture and friendly
local pubs. Airlie Beach is a short 20 minute drive from
Proserpine and is the vibrant heart of the Whitsundays region.
Exits off Shute Harbour Road between Proserpine and Airlie
Beach take you to the secluded townships of Conway Beach
and Wilson Beach; or Dingo Beach and Hydeaway Bay.
These hidden gems are well worth driving to for a day visit
or longer.
Further north, Bowen is an undiscovered beauty, with
seven award winning beaches and a cheerful and friendly
township. Inland from Bowen is Collinsville, a town mainly
focused on mining but featuring stunning hinterland, a large
dam for fishing and watersports and excellent outback four
wheel driving.
Each of the major townships and rural beaches have holiday
parks where you can park your van, or camp, and explore the
regions from there.

The Whitsundays is located right on the Bruce Highway, the
major road connecting Queensland’s coastal towns between
Brisbane and Cairns. The region is approximately 500km
north of the major central Queensland town of Rockhampton,
150km north of Mackay and approximately 600km south of
Cairns. (See the driving table in pull out map.)
The drive from Mackay to Proserpine is green and open,
consisting mainly of sugar cane and cattle farms. Just
west of Mackay is the stunning Eungella National Park,
with beautiful tropical rainforest, spectacular waterfalls and
waterholes home to the rare Australian platypus which you
can view in the wild.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Caravan & Camping

Hill Inlet, Whitsunday Island, The Whitsundays

Once you have established a camping or parking spot in a
holiday park, or at the secure parking facilities available at
Shute Harbour, you can enjoy the large selection of day and
overnight tours around the Whitsunday Islands and reefs.
For an experience that’s really special, set up camp at one
of the many designated camping spots on the Whitsunday
Islands. All campsites have maximum numbers and the
chances are you’ll have your spot all to yourself. Permits
are cheap and the views are worth a million dollars, permits

are easy to obtain and many sites have toilet facilities and
camp tables, with access to a range of tropical rainforest
bush walks.
You can get there by private boat or bareboat and there is
also a ferry drop off service that drops you directly onto the
beach. Be sure to pick up a local tide chart and fishing zone
map before you go.

Peaceful and secluded sites,
cabins available.
Walking distance to golf course,
tennis courts, swimming pool
and bowls club.

79 Anzac Road, Proserpine, QLD 4800
P 07 4945 1554
www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

Shute Harbour Road, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 466 528 or (07) 4946 6228
E islandgateway@aspenparks.com.au
www.aspenparks.com.au
ISLAND GATEWAY HOLIDAY PARK
Self-contained cabins, spa villas, powered caravan and
camping sites. Island Gateway Holiday park offers a range
of affordable accommodation options to make your holiday
experience truly memorable.

Whitsunday Island Camping
Connection Pty Ltd. Camp on
a Whitsunday Island National
Park camp site, enjoy snorkeling,
stunning beaches, kayaking &
bushwalks. Transferring campers
to & from their chosen campsite.

PO Box 5105, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 6285 E scamper@whitsunday.net.au
www.whitsundaycamping.com.au
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Caravan & Camping
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Tours & Attractions
The hardest part is choosing. Whether you’re
adventurous or not, there’s a way for you to do, see
and love the Whitsundays. Go adventure sailing, or try
the exhilaration of high speed boating. Experience the
Great Barrier Reef from above, below or within (or all
three!), or enjoy the thrill of a spectacular sunset from a
hillside vantage point.
Or, laze about the Airlie Beach Lagoon indulging in the views of the Coral
Sea and Whitsunday Islands. Drink cocktails while taking a dip in an island
resort swim up bar, or relax under the tender hands of a masseuse as you
listen to the ocean lapping the sands outside.

Must see and do:
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•

Cruise or fly to the Great Barrier Reef and indulge the senses in the
colours, smells and sounds of this world heritage listed icon;

•

Let your feet sink into the white silica sand of Whitehaven Beach;

•

Sail around the Whitsundays 74 Islands;

•

Relax by the Airlie Beach Lagoon by day, and enjoy the vibrant
festive atmosphere of Airlie Beach by night;

•

Spend an unforgettable night on the reef;

•

Scuba dive at some of the best reefs in the world, including the
‘Stepping Stones’ and the ‘Cathedral’;

•

Snorkel amongst 1,500 species of fish and 400 types of coral;

•

Fly over the coastline, islands, Whitehaven Beach and the reef.
Romantics can not miss Heart Reef;

•

Hike to the lookout at Hill Inlet for stunning views of the swirling
sands and down the length of Whitehaven Beach;

•

Go fishing for tropical reef fish, barramundi and deep sea delicacies;

•

Skydive over the islands and enjoy magical views on the way up,
and down!;

•

Have a picnic on a deserted island or secluded beach;

•

Go whale watching (July-September) or crocodile spotting;

•

Indulge in fresh local seafood and produce;

•

Shop in speciality boutiques;

•

Hike through tropical rainforest and National Park for
spectacular views;

•

Watch the sun set over the Coral Sea and Whitsunday Islands.

Tours & Attractions

Skydiving, Airlie Beach, The Whitsundays

TOURS & ATTRACTIONS DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

1800 500 353
(07) 4945 3969
(07) 4948 3310
(07) 4946 8231

www.reeforest.com
www.proserpine.com/historicalsociety.htm
www.crocodilesafari.com.au
www.whitsundaygold.com

(07) 4946 6543

www.airliedayspa.com.au

(07) 4946 8613
(07) 4946 4662
(07) 4948 2653
(07) 4946 5811
(07) 4946 9888
0427 469 938
1800 454 777
(07) 4948 3711
0400 744 850
(07) 4946 6848
(07) 4946 4766
(07) 4946 1388
(07) 4948 3000
(07) 4946 4167
(07) 4946 1581
(07) 4948 1239
(07) 4946 9872
0459 538 754
(07) 4946 5366

www.cruiseindigo.com.au
www.cruisewhitsundays.com
www.ecojetsafari.com.au
www.fantasea.com.au
www.h2osportz.com.au
www.islandparasail.com.au
www.maxiaction.com.au
www.mantaraycharters.com
www.oceandynamics.com.au
www.oceanrafting.com.au
www.reefsafari.com
www.saltydog.com.au
www.sundownercruisers.com.au
www.wingsdivingadventures.com
www.whitehavenxpress.com.au
www.whitsundaydivecentre.com
www.wiac.com.au
www.jetskitour.com.au
www.reefjet.com.au

(07) 4946 9111
(07) 4946 9102

www.airwhitsunday.com.au
www.helireef.com.au

ON THE WHITSUNDAY COAST & ISLANDS
Reeforest Adventure Tours
Proserpine Historical Museum Society
Whitsunday Crocodile Safari
Whitsunday Gold Coffee
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Accommodation

Cedar Creek Falls, Cedar Creek, The Whitsundays

On Land
You don’t need to step off dry land to indulge in the beauty
of the Whitsundays region.
The diverse beauty of the Whitsunday Coast is fun to explore
and a good break from water based activities if needed. In
wet weather (tropical wet season is February/March), there
are plenty of ways to keep amused on the Whitsunday
Coast if the ocean is too rough and wet.
Experience the natural beauty of the islands and coast on
foot through National Park tracks winding their way down
to protected coastlines and deserted beaches and up to
spectacular lookouts. For a wild adventure head up the
Proserpine River on a crocodile safari to encounter some
of the 200 estuarine crocodiles and a variety of wildlife
including the migratory birds of the Goorganga wetlands
and waterways. Explore the many boutiques in Airlie Beach,
Proserpine and Bowen or browse through the stalls of the
weekend markets in each township.
Take time to unwind, refresh and rejuvenate at one of the
Whitsundays many award winning health spas. Tee off on
a range of golf courses at Proserpine, Bowen or Laguna on
the Whitsunday Coast, or Lindeman Island (9 holes), South
Molle Island (9 holes) and Hamilton Island Golf Club (18 hole
championship course).
Go exploring by taking a scenic drive to picturesque
hinterland, secluded beaches and beautiful waterfalls
(see pull out map for suggested itineraries).
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See crocodiles and Australian
wildlife on our nature safari.
Includes calm water cruise
on Proserpine River, wetland
wagon-train tour, billy tea,
damper, BBQ lunch and
commentary by local guides.

PO Box 568, Airlie Beach Qld 4802
P 07 4948 3310 E info@crocodilesafari.com.au
www.crocodilesafari.com.au

The Airlie Beach lagoon, is in the
centre of Airlie Beach, overlooking
the Whitsunday Islands.
Stinger-free swimming,
lifeguards, sand, BBQs, children
& disabled facilities.

PO Box 104, Proserpine, QLD 4800
P 07 4945 0200 E info@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au
www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

Tours & Attractions

On The Water
Feel The Salt Spray!
The Whitsundays is home to many famous ocean racing
yachts, classic tallships, motor cruisers, and high speed
watersports boats. There are plenty of ways to enjoy the
water, whether you have a couple of hours or a couple of
days to spend.
The Whitsunday Coast and most of the island resorts have
watersports teams to take you jetskiing, kayaking, sailing on
small hobie cats, snorkelling, wake boarding and much more.
For a full day out on the water, there are two permanently
moored pontoons at the Great Barrier Reef, with high speed
power launches to take you there for a memorable day of
swimming, waterslides, snorkelling and diving on the reef.
There are also a range of one day trips to Whitehaven Beach,
most including snorkelling at fringing coral reefs. You can
visit some of the island resorts for a one day visit and
enjoy swimming in the pools, dining in the restaurants and
shopping in the boutiques.

PO Box 106, Cannonvale QLD 4802
P 07 4946 6848
E oceanrafting@airlie.net.au
www.oceanrafting.com.au
Join our exhilarating ride to Whitehaven
Beach, pristine snorkel reefs & stunning
National Park walks.
Special permits allow our vessels into
Hill Inlet on Whitehaven & offer the best
snorkel destinations.
Enjoy the pleasure of a small group.

If one day isn’t enough, there is a huge range of overnight
tours that package your accommodation with your
sightseeing to maximise your time in the Whitsundays.
Skipper yourself boats (bareboats) allow you to chart your
own course of discovery and fully crewed boats allow you to
sit back, relax and enjoy the scenery (see pages 28 and 30).
For those on the water in the Whitsundays during winter
and early spring (July - September), be sure to look out for
Humpback Whales as they migrate from the Antarctic to the
Whitsundays to breed and give birth to their young.

We visit Hill Inlet on beautiful
Whitehaven Beach followed
by the magic of Mantaray Bay
water wonderland. We travel
each day amongst the best
islands of the Whitsundays.

Jetty M-00, Abel Point Marina, Airlie Beach
P 0459 538 754
E info@jetskitour.com.au
www.jetskitour.com.au
Whitsundays newest and most
exciting guided jetski tours from
Airlie Beach. Experience the ‘Airlie
Adventure’ with guaranteed sea turtle
encounters, or the ‘Daydream Extreme’
to spectacular Daydream Island. No
licence or experience necessary.

P 07 4946 5366 E info@reefjet.com.au
www.reefjet.com.au

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Based on Hamilton Island,
Cruise Indigo offers a variety of
day & evening tours exclusively
for island guests. Day cruises
sailing to Whitehaven Beach or
sunsets & dinner cruises on the
Denison Star. We do it all!

Specialising in day and overnight
charters, Ocean Dynamics offers
unparalleled service for romantic
getaways, family holidays and
corporate day charters cruising
the crystalline Whitsunday waters
in unsurpassed luxury and
comfort.

PO Box 227, Hamilton Island QLD 4803
P 07 4946 8613 E info@cruiseindigo.com.au
www.cruiseindigo.com.au

Level 40, Riverside Centre, 123 Eagle St, Brisbane QLD 4000
P 0400 744 850 E carolyn@oceandynamics.com.au
website www.oceandynamics.com.au

1 Day Sailing Adventures
Cruise 1 - Blue Pearl Bay
Snorkelling Adventure.
Cruise 2 - Whitehaven Beach
Picnic Adventure.

Join us for a half day, full day or
6 day sea kayaking adventure.
Alternately, experienced
kayakers are free to hire a
kayak and explore the tropical
wilderness of the Whitsundays.

Departs Shute Harbour
P 1800 454 777 E info@maxiaction.com.au
www.maxiaction.com.au

P.O. Box 1176, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 1388 E saltydog@mackay.net.au
www.saltydog.com.au

P 07 4948 2653
www.ecojetsafari.com.au

Unique, must do adventure!
Driving your own Jetski ensures an amazing personal
experience. Friendly, professional crew guiding you.
Encounter wildlife in their stunning natural environment.
A magical trip to remember.
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P 07 4946 5255
E info@wiac.com.au
W www.wiac.com.au

Cruise the Whitsunday Islands on Voyager, a spacious,
air conditioned, high speed luxury catamaran.
Partake in a scenic expedition to stunning Whitehaven Beach,
Daydream Island and Hook Island Wilderness Resort.

Tours & Attractions

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Seaplane, Great Barrier Reef, The Whitsundays

In The Sky
Get high on a scenic flight onboard a helicopter or seaplane
for the exhilarating thrill of flying and the incredible views of
the Whitsundays.
Local seaplane and helicopter companies can collect you
from the Whitsunday Coast or your island resort to take
you on a memorable flight over the 74 island wonders of
the Whitsundays. Below you are the island beach atolls
and brilliant blue waters of the Great Barrier Reef. It is from
the sky that the untouched corners of the reef come into
view, including Heart Reef, the naturally formed coral reef
in the shape of a heart sitting in its own reef lagoon. The
spectacular views of Whitehaven Beach and swirling sands
of Hill Inlet will leave you speechless.
And if you want to get away from it all, why not fly to a
deserted beach for a champagne picnic... just the two of you.

Terminal One, Whitsunday Airport,
Shute Harbour Road, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 9111
E reservations@airwhitsunday.com.au
www.airwhitsunday.com.au
Snorkel in secluded coral suspended lagoons.
Travel in style to Whitehaven Beach.
Day trip to stunning tropical island resorts.
Arrive at the Great Barrier Reef in only 30 minutes.

We offer personalised helicopter
flights from Airlie Beach to the
Great Barrier Reef & Whitsunday
Islands. Choose your heli
adventure from: heli/cruise
combinations, heli picnics, island
transfers & scenic flights.

PO Box 715, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 9102 E bookings@helireef.com.au
www.helireef.com.au
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Shopping, Dining & Nightlife

Shopping, Dining & Nightlife
The Whitsundays is a lively and spirited community,
with clever and fashionable boutiques, a wide range
of cuisines and restaurants showcasing fresh local
produce, and a vibrant nightlife.

Shopping
Airlie Beach’s main street is home to a range of boutique and souvenir
stores, as well as all the conveniences you could need while on holidays
including supermarkets and pharmacies. If you explore a little further,
you’ll find major shopping centres, as well as beautiful boutiques
hidden within resorts, down laneways and where you least expect them.
Proserpine has a range of homewares and fashion stores, and the
region’s signature jewellery and homewares store featuring a menagerie
of beautiful wares. Each of the island resorts have boutiques selling
resort-wear and other small conveniences.

Dining
Indulging in delectable food and wine in gorgeous surrounds is a big
part of the Whitsundays experience. Local seafood and fresh regional
produce feature on menus and as you’d expect in the tropics, the accent
is on delicate flavours, simply prepared. On the Whitsunday Coast
there’s a vast array of cuisines from five star restaurants to fish and chips
on the beach. Sunday afternoon entertainment on Airlie’s eat street, the
Esplanade, has become particularly popular. Dining at the island resorts
ranges from the ultra indulgent to a wide buffet selection, some including
nightly entertainment like live shows and open air movies.

Nightlife
In Airlie Beach, every night is a Saturday night, with a large range of pubs,
clubs and backpacker bars to share stories and a cold tropical cocktail.
Live bands and local talent are a regular feature, as well as trivia nights
and other fun competitions.
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Accommodation

Fish Tasting Plate, Fish D’vine, The Whitsundays

SHOPPING, DINING & NIGHTLIFE DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

PAGE REF

(07) 4946 5577
(07) 4964 1999
(07) 4964 1800
(07) 4948 4309
(07) 4948 0088
(07) 4964 1999
(07) 4946 5617
(07) 4948 0400

www.brumbys.com.au
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au/cactus-jacks/
www.dejavurestaurant.com.au
www.fishdvine.com.au
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au/mangrove-jacks/
www.mcdonalds.com.au
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(07) 4946 6244
(07) 4946 1707

www.beaches.com.au

20
-

(07) 4946 7000
(07) 4946 6307
(07) 4946 6284
(07) 4946 6667
(07) 4948 8000
(07) 4946 1505
(07) 4946 6156
(07) 4945 2698
(07) 4948 3710
(07) 4946 4536
(07) 4946 6550
(07) 4946 6639
(07) 4948 0441

www.chemcoast.com.au

45

DINING
Brumby’s Bakery
Capers at the Beach Bar and Grill
Cactus Jacks Bar and Grill
Déjà vu on Waters Edge
Fish D’vine
Mangrove Jacks Bar and Grill
McDonalds Airlie Beach
Sushi Hi

NIGHTLIFE
Beaches Backpackers
Mama Africa Bar and Niteclub

SHOPPING
Airlie Beach Day and Night Chemist
Airlie Beach Supermarket
Airlie Trading Post Souveniers
Beachworx
Burnups
Centro Whitsunday
Chemcoast Pharmacy Airlie Beach
Colour Me Crazy
Moochas
Swim Swim Swim
Telstra Licensed Shop
Tropix Photography
Whitsunday Shopping Centre
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www.beachworx.com
www.furniturecourt.com.au
www.centrowhitsunday.com.au
www.chemcoast.com.au

www.telstra.com.au
www.tropix.com.au
www.whitsundayshoppingcentre.com.au
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You may have come for the beautiful scenery, but the
Whitsundays shopping, dining and nightlife may just lure you
away for longer than you’d expected.

A little further out of town, there are fashion and homewares
boutiques, two major shopping centres and several pubs
and restaurants in suburban Cannonvale.

Airlie Beach is the hub for shopping, dining and nightlife, and
the main street is the central focus for such activities. You
can buy anything from swimwear and casual beachwear
to party frocks and Whitsundays branded souvenirs. The
cuisines are as varied as the accents of the travellers in
the town, and the central dining hub is on the Esplanade,
overlooking Airlie Beach and Pioneer Bay. Every Saturday
morning the foreshore plays host to the local markets where
you can sample local produce and purchase local arts, crafts
and fashions.

Proserpine is a charming town with a good selection of
homewares and fashion stores, and plenty of country pubs
serving good quality meals and cold drinks.

The Whitsundays 74 Island Wonders

Bowen also has a good range of restaurants and pubs. Not
to be missed are the spectacular views from the cafe atop
Flagstaff Hill.
You’ll find some beautiful hidden gems if you just look a little
deeper.
Refer to the drive trail map for a detailed map of Airlie Beach.

Shopping, Dining & Nightlife

Shopping
The Whitsundays has all the conveniences you might need
while on holidays. If you need to stock up on supplies for
a boat trip, there are Coles and Woolworths Supermarkets,
as well as several independent supermarkets conveniently
located close to accommodation where you can buy
everything you’ll need for your trip. If someone in your
travelling group happens to get sick, there are several
major pharmacies in the major townships (and hospitals in
Proserpine and Bowen), and these pharmacies also offer
a wide range of sunscreens, hats, sunglasses, and other
items you may need while on holidays.
You may have forgotten to pack swimwear (oops!), or
can’t resist a beautiful new beach wrap, and there are
plenty of boutiques to cater to every fashion need. Airlie
Beach has a wide range of boutiques, and the two major
shopping centres in Cannonvale (just one minute out of
Airlie Beach) are home to major fashion retailers. Proserpine
and Bowen also have a good selection of fashion and
homewares stores.

Open 7 days at the lagoon
Airlie Beach.
The biggest surf store in town
with over 74 brands!
Men’s ladies, children’s surf,
casual and street fashion,
swimwear and lots more!

271 Shute Harbour Road, Alire Beach, QLD 4802
Also at Centro Shopping Centre, Cannonvale, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 6677 E beachworx-manager@adelynretail.com

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Dining & Nightlife

The Whitsundays is known worldwide
for its stunning scenery and beautiful
climate, but lesser known for its
delicious local produce.
‘Made in the Whitsundays’ is a new regional brand
that is applied to local produce and products that
are either grown or made in the Whitsundays. The
region is one of Queensland’s most prolific fruit and
vegetable growing regions, including more than 30
different fruit varieties, capsicum, tomatoes, chillies,
eggplant and macadamias. The region is a major
producer of beef and wild caught seafood. There is a
major coffee plantation in Proserpine where you can
tour the roasting and grinding factory and Proserpine
also has a major sugar mill to process the millions of
tonnes of sugar cane produced in the region each
year.

Dining at any of the popular island or coast resorts and
restaurants is an experience you won’t forget. Combining
gorgeous views with mouth watering flavours is always a
winning holiday formula and you’ll want to keep indulging.
There is no shortage of choice of restaurants in Airlie Beach,
many of which also feature wine bars, live music and
entertainment to keep you partying all night. Proserpine and
Bowen are more laid back, with cafe and pub style meals
matched with country hospitality to provide a great night out.
All of the Whitsunday island resorts have different dining
experiences, from five star total indulgence to fully inclusive
buffet meals.
If you’re not too full after dinner, the nightlife of Airlie Beach
is renowned and can be enjoyed on any night of the week.
Start at a restaurant’s wine (or rum) bar, and move onto a
backpackers bar, Irish pub or dance the night away in the late
night clubs. The Whitsunday island resorts also often have
live music or entertainment to party the night away.

Not only is the region a key food producer, there are
also a number of talented local fashion and retail
producers making everything from clothing to wheelie
bin stickers. So while you are shopping or dining in
the Whitsundays, be sure to look out for the ‘Made in
the Whitsundays’ logo to support locally grown and
produced products.

www.madeinthewhitsundays.com.au
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3 restaurants on-site. Nationally
award winning, fresh, local
produce, innovative menus and
unmatched locations. Dine along
the esplanade in Capers & Cactus
Jacks, or on the main street in
Mangrove Jacks. Menus are online.

THE BEST VIEW IN TOWN.
Bar, bistro, gaming room,
function space, wedding
pavilion. Join us for social sailing
or train at our Maritime Training
Centre. Open 7 days.
Visitors welcome.

On The Esplanade, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 1800 466 233 E reservations@airliebeachhotel.com.au
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au

Airlie Point - off the Esplanade, Airlie Beach, QLD 4802
P 07 4946 6138 E training@whitsundaysailingclub.com.au
www.whitsundaysailingclub.com.au

The Whitsundays 74 Island Wonders

Off The Beaten Track

Off The Beaten Track
The Whitsundays is a world renowned tourist
destination, famous for stunning beaches,
tropical island resorts and the Great Barrier Reef...
however there are still parts of the region that are
largely undiscovered by tourists and offer equally
spectacular touring.

Deserted Islands
Of the 74 Whitsunday Islands, only eight are inhabited, leaving 66
virtually untouched and deserted. To discover them for yourself, you
can explore by boat or from above in a helicopter or seaplane. You may
want to just pull up for a beach picnic, or there are campsites at many of
these islands in protected bays overlooking fringing coral reefs and other
islands (permit required, see page 49).

Secluded Beaches
The Whitsundays coastline is dotted with secluded beaches, some
of which are accessible from the road, and some which can only be
accessed by boat. There are small established communities at Dingo
Beach and Hydeaway Bay, northeast of Airlie Beach, and at Conway
Beach and Wilson Beach southeast of Airlie Beach, accessed off Shute
Harbour Road. Both beach towns have caravan and camping parks and
private homes for holiday rentals. Hydeaway Bay is home to two resorts
both located on the waterfront.

Hinterland & Heritage
The hinterland and rainforest of the Whitsundays stretches from
the islands and inland through Conway National Park, and out west
to Collinsville. There are rainforest walks and natural waterfalls and
waterholes to enjoy. Further inland the landscape changes and takes on
new forms of green, through sugar cane fields and further again to the
mountain ranges.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Off The Beaten Track

Lookout, Hill Inlet, The Whitsundays

National Parks
70% of the Whitsundays is National Park, meaning the small
clustered townships are surrounded by green mountains and
beautiful rainforest. There are several National Park walks
to explore on the Whitsunday Coast and on the islands, all
offering a variety of flora and fauna to discover, and most
with stunning views of the ocean and islands. The Ngaro
Sea Trail traverses three islands and follows the footsteps of
the Whitsundays traditional owners, the Ngaro people.

Beautiful Bowen
The town of Bowen is a 45 minute drive north of Airlie Beach
and boasts seven beautiful beaches, most with fringing
coral reefs straight off the sand. The oldest town in North
Queensland, Bowen was still an undiscovered treat until
Baz Luhrmann and Hollywood discovered it and turned half
the town into the set of ‘Australia’ in 2008. It still remains
friendly, quiet and welcoming, if not a little higher on travellers
‘must do’ lists these days.
While there is some public transport linking the major towns
of the Whitsundays, to really get off the beaten track you
need a car or other vehicle to go exploring. There are national
vehicle rental companies, as well as local rental companies
with bases at the Whitsunday Coast Airport and in Airlie
Beach where you can hire vehicles for one or several days.
Once on the road, there are several different experiences
to choose from, and there are detailed driving itineraries
outlined in the Whitsundays Map insert in this guide.
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The suggested itineraries cover:
Dingo Beach and Hydeaway Bay
Secluded beaches 45 minutes north of Airlie Beach
Conway Beach, Wilson Beach and Cedar Creek Falls
Secluded beaches, tropical rainforest and a beautiful
waterfall 30 minutes south east of Airlie Beach
Proserpine
Visit the township for shopping and dining, and the
Proserpine Dam for boating and fishing
Eungella National Park
Stunning rainforest, waterfalls, creeks and platypus spotting
1.5 hours south west of Airlie Beach
Bowen –
For beautiful beaches, shopping and dining
Collinsville and the Hinterland Trail
Mountainous landscape and big river country for four wheel
driving and camping.

Off The Beaten Track

Whitsunday Islands, The Whitsundays

There are 74 islands in the Whitsundays,
only eight of which are inhabited with
resorts. Of the 66 remaining islands many
have allocated camping sites right on the
beachfront. Permits are cheap and all
campsites have a maximum number of
campers, meaning you may even have the
entire island to yourself.

With the islands so close to each other, it is easy to kayak
between them to explore the landscapes of the islands and
beaches, and kayaks can be hired from businesses on the
Whitsunday Coast before your trip.
Fishing equipment can also be hired, and there is excellent
fishing throughout the Whitsundays for tropical reef and
other fish (please check the Fishing Zoning Maps for the
Whitsundays before you go fishing).

Getting There & Setting Up
To get to the deserted island campsites, you can take
your own private or bare boat, or you can book a transfer
ferry service to be dropped off directly on the beach at the
campsite. You can BYO camping gear, or hire it from local
camping stores or the ferry transfer company (see Scamper
ad page 34). Most campsites have toilet facilities and tables,
however check the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
Whitsunday Island camping guide for the facilities at your
chosen campsite.

Going Exploring
Whether you’re just exploring for the day, or your campsite is
set up, there is plenty of nature to discover. The Whitsunday
Islands National Park walks range from easy to challenging
and all traverse tropical rainforest and enjoy spectacular
views (see page 51 for more details).
The fringing coral reefs of the islands abound with fish
and corals, with each snorkelling site offering a different
experience. There could be sharp drop offs, bommies
(submerged reef), soft or hard corals, and hundreds of
different species of fish across all the fringing reefs.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Secluded Beaches

Hinterland & Heritage

You can’t beat the sparkling white sands of Whitehaven
Beach, but you also can’t beat the wonder of feeling like
you’re the first person to discover a hidden beach.

The lush greens of the tropical rainforest of Eungella National
Park begin south of the Whitsundays, meandering north
through the cane fields of Proserpine and diversifying west
to the reds, browns and greens of Collinsville. The fusion
of colours is a memory that will stay with you after a visit
to the Whitsundays, and the abundant landscape of the
Whitsunday Coast is as beautiful as the azure blue of the
Coral Sea along the coastline.

Dingo Beach & Hydeaway Bay
45 minutes north of Airlie Beach are the small but vibrant
communities of Dingo Beach and Hydeaway Bay. Soft
sandy beaches lined with palms swaying in the breeze line
the two neighbouring townships and a friendly welcome
is always on offer. Dingo Beach’s hotel pub has tables
out under the trees and in the sand overlooking the beach,
and their Sunday sessions with live music are legendary.
Hydeaway Bay is home to two resorts both right on the
waterfront overlooking Gloucester Island and the Coral Sea.

Conway Beach & Wilson Beach
Peaceful beachside communities reside here, where caravan
and camping is as popular as hang gliding, wind surfing
and fishing. Conway Beach is a vast tidal bay, popular
with beachcombers and kite flyers. Wilson Beach is a
smaller town, with a sandy beach and stinger enclosure
for swimming.

Discover Your Own
The entire Whitsunday coastline is dotted with palm lined
beaches, coral coves and secluded bays. If you have a boat
you can explore to your heart’s content, and if you have
a four wheel drive, you may find a beach that hasn’t had
footprints on it for months... or ever...

Fertile tropical rainforests line the mountains and valleys
surrounding the suburban areas of the Whitsundays, and
just a short trip off the main road will see you crossing
trickling creeks and entering flourishing rainforest.

Proserpine
Offering a change of pace and scenery from the busier
‘tourist towns’, Proserpine is 26km inland from Airlie Beach
and is a taste of the charm of regional Australia.
The historic town has the key infrastructure for the
surrounding areas in the Whitsundays including the rail
station, airport, high school, hospital and sugar mill.
A must see is the Proserpine Historical Museum which
provides a comprehensive record of the history of the region.
The town’s history is also evident in the art deco buildings
from the 1920s and ‘30s along Main Street. Whilst visiting
Proserpine, be sure to explore the boutique shopping along
Main Street and hidden down the laneways. The welcoming
local pubs are hard to pass by for a cold drink and to fill up
with a country sized Australian pub counter lunch.

Collinsville & Big River Country
Further inland is the beauty of mountain ranges and big river
country. In Collinsville (85km west of Bowen) there is a small
but friendly community mostly involved in mining and the
local Coalface Experience is an excellent journey through the
region’s history in coal mining. The Bowen River Hotel (30km
from Collinsville) was built in 1862 as a homestead and later
turned into a Coaching Inn.
In 1999 it was restored to its original condition and is a
popular watering hole. 110km further is the Burdekin Dam,
holding Queensland’s largest body of water almost four
times the volume of Sydney Harbour. During the wet season
(February/March), it’s common to see four metres of water
thundering over the dam’s 500 metre spillway.
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National Parks
Rugged ranges meet aquamarine waters, with jewel-green
islands studded on the horizon. Unique and spectacular
National Park is waiting to be discovered in the Whitsundays.
Six National Parks covering 70 of the 74 islands protect
the Whitsundays’ wildlife, plants and scenery. Many walks
ranging in length and endurance can be found on the islands
and on the Whitsunday Coast, with detailed maps and
camping permits available to assist your journey.

Ngaro Sea Trail Great Walk
Officially opened in June 2010, the Whitsunday Ngaro
(pronounced ‘Nah-row’) Sea Trail is a unique blend of seaway
trails following the path and history of the Whitsundays
traditional owners, the Ngaro people. The trail is the first of
the Queensland Great Walks to traverse land and sea, and
covers three islands, with picturesque walks across South
Molle Island, Whitsunday Island and Hook Island. The Ngaro
Sea Trail is set amongst a spectacular backdrop of lofty
peaks, sandy beaches, secluded forests and azure waters.
Walk through open forests, grasslands and rainforest. Be
challenged by steep ascents to Whitsunday Peak and
Whitsunday Cairn and gain an insight into Ngaro life and
culture at the caves and cultural site at Nara Inlet. The tracks
vary in distance and difficulty, providing a challenge and
reward for every skill level. Camp out at the nearby island
campsites or take the journey as part of your Whitsunday
sea adventure on an overnight boat tour, bareboat or
day tour.

Whitsunday Great Walk
The tropical refuge of Conway National Park combines lush
rainforest with magnificent views. The Whitsunday Great
Walk takes you on a 30km journey through Conway State
Forest starting at Brandy Creek (approximately a ten minute
drive from Airlie Beach) and finishing in Airlie Beach.
Highlights of the Whitsunday Great Walk include wandering
through majestic tropical rainforest, relaxing by seasonal
creeks and looking beyond coastal townships to the
Whitsunday Islands. Tantalise all of your senses by looking
for the blue flash of a Ulysses butterfly, smell lemon myrtle
flowers and listen for the distinctive call of the Wompoo
Fruit-Dove.
With tracks of varying distance and difficulty, everyone can
explore the Conway Range. The entire Great Walk is intended
to be a three day escape but you can choose shorter walks
that are linked to the main track, accessible from Brandy
Creek. Or, watch out for the bi-annual ‘Run the Whitsunday
Great Walk’ event.

Wildlife Spotting
The National Parks have many habitats waiting for you to
explore. Most sheltered gullies and steep rocky hillsides
support vine forest in contrast to windswept grasslands
dominated by tall grasstrees and tall dry eucalypt forests on
gentler slopes.
Look out for the locals - brush turkeys, goannas and
wallabies are commonly seen, and the discerning can be
rewarded with a glimpse of rare and endangered species.
Birds are particularly plentiful from October to April with many
species migrating to the area’s sheltered rainforest and
island shores to nest.
Those escaping winter will share the waters with humpack
whales, sheltering around the islands each year to calve.

Safety in parks and rainforests
•

Stay on formed tracks and do not shortcut

•

Carry sufficient drinking water

•

Look for and respect sign directions

•

Wear suitable footwear for a safe and
comfortable walk

Campers must be self sufficient
•

Take your own drinking water

•

No fires permitted, use gas or fuel stoves for cooking

•

Return all of your rubbish and dispose of thoughtfully

•

“Take only pictures and leave only footprints”
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Horseshoe Bay, Bowen, The Whitsundays

Bowen
Bowen is the ideal location to experience a laid back
beach holiday.
Situated just 45 minutes north of Airlie Beach, Bowen is the
oldest town in North Queensland, still boasting that old style
hospitality. Bowen was still one of the undiscovered treats
of Queensland until Hollywood came knocking in 2008,
and Baz Lurhmann turned half the town into the set of
‘Australia’ the movie. Nicole Kidman, Hugh Jackman and a
cast of thousands descended on the region and catapulted
the small town to international fame. With the final scenes
filmed and the movie now released, the town of Bowen is still
abuzz with plenty of movie sightseeing to be done and the
stunning natural beauty that inspired Baz is still there in all its
glory to enjoy.
Bowen boasts seven beautiful beaches and visitors are
well provided for at most of them with BBQ facilities, picnic
tables, children’s playgrounds and neatly maintained
parkland areas.
Front Beach has recently been transformed into a lively
foreshore parkland featuring a skate park, live entertainment
stage, playgrounds and displays, all with stunning
waterfront views.
There are several bushwalks with beautiful views. Try the
Mother Beddock Walking Track which takes just over
an hour and overlooks Horseshoe Bay, Murray Bay and
Rose Bay. Hike to the top of Flagstaff Hill for 360 degree
views of Edgecumbe Bay, the North Island Lighthouse,
the Whitsunday Islands and the township of Bowen for
as far as the eye can see. Other lookouts are at Gray’s
Bay, Horseshoe Bay, Mt Nutt and the World War II Radar
Station Lookout.
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Local growers produce a bounty of salad, vegetables and
fruits, the most famous of which is the Bowen Mango. Be on
the lookout for local fresh fruits and vegetables that can be
purchased direct from roadside stalls.
Meeting the locals in this harbour town is a treat. They will
have stories to tell you as they sell you fresh fish from their
sea-side shops. The fishing industry in Bowen is a major
exporter of both live and processed seafood.
Bowen’s history is represented in a collection of 24 public
murals which adorn the walls of the town. The murals depict
the diverse history from the town’s early settlement to World
War II when Catalina flying boats operated to Bowen through
to the present day.
Museums to visit include the Historical Museum and the
Catalina flying boats museum.

Off The Beaten Track
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Events

Events
It is hard not to want to host an event against
such a stunning array of beautiful backdrops, and
the Whitsundays hums with a plethora of events
throughout the year.

Season Of Sailing
Sailing is a not just a sport, but the heartbeat of the Whitsundays, and
through August and September the region comes alive with a number
of sailing events that are equally as popular with competitive sailors
and fun-loving spectators alike. The season starts with Airlie Beach
Race Week (11-18 August 2011) where a combination of local boats and
nationally competitive racing yachts challenge each other over a number
of racing routes around the islands. Hamilton Island Race Week follows
(19-27 August 2011) and is one of Australia’s signature sailing events
attracting elite racing yachts from around the world and socialites just the
same. The fun comes back to Airlie Beach with the annual Fun Race (10
September 2011) where the emphasis is more on the fun than the prize (a
bottle of rum). The annual Boat Show also runs over the same weekend.
The Multihull Rendezvous rounds out the sailing racing season for the
year, with conditions remaining beautiful through September for any
sailing holiday.

Celebrating The Whitsunday Lifestyle
A huge range of other events are staged throughout the Whitsunday
region across the year. But if one thing is common to the events, it’s a
celebration of the wonderful lifestyle the Whitsundays has to offer.
Food and wine, fashion, comedy, reef, sport and romance are just some
of the reasons to celebrate. While the Whitsundays is always buzzing, a
special event is an even better excuse to plan your visit here.

The Biggest Day
The Whitsundays, where even the coral reef comes in a heart shape, has
to be one of the most romantic places on earth for your “I Do” event.
The dramatic backdrops across the region make for the perfect wedding
setting, and the venues and facilities in the region mean you can have
the full celebration here. From hen’s and buck’s parties, to the bridal
party preparations and the big day. The best thing is you can start the
honeymoon the moment you’re married.
There are resorts and options to suit every budget without having to
compromise on that spectacular scenery.
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Calendar of Events

January 2011

May 2011

1

1

Hamilton Island’s Hilly Half Marathon

1

Whitsunday Airport Airshow

2

Labour Day

8

Whitsunday Sailing Club Shute Harbour
Slipway Series

WhitsunDAZE Day Music Festival,
Magnums

3

New Year’s Day Observance

16

Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Barrier Reef
Boat Sales Challengers’ Cup

17-20 Junior MasterChef’s Siena’s Kids Cooking
Classes at Adventure Whitsundays Resort
Caravan Park
20

15th Hamilton Island Summer Festival

22-23 Whitsunday Game Fishing Club Sweeties
& Squires Tournament
26

Australia Day Celebrations

February 2011

14-15 Whitsunday Game Fishing Club GT Rally &
Camp Out
21

Fight Night III

TBC

Dent to Dunk Rally

TBC

Dent to Dunk Race

June 2011
4

Grand Wedding Expo at Coral Sea Resort

5-7

Bowen River Rodeo and Camp Draft

11

Bowen Races

11-12

Whitsunday Game Fishing Club Bundy
Rum Queenfish Rally

12

Whit Sunday Blessing of the Fleet,
Whitsunday Sailing Club

March 2011

13

Queen’s Birthday

6

Clean Up Australia Day

28

6

Zonta International Women’s Day Brunch
at Coral Sea Resort

24-25 Proserpine Show

6

Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Barrier Reef
Boat Sales Challengers’ Cup

11-12
14

Whitsunday Game Fishing Club
Shark Rally
Valentines Day

19-20 Whitsunday Sailing Club Home Hardware
Series
26

Airlie Beach Outrigger Regatta

20-2 505 World Sailing Championships,
Hamilton Island
23

30

26

Bowen Races

31

Whitsunday Sailing Club Ladies
Skipper Races

April 2011
Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Barrier Reef
Boat Sales Challengers’ Cup

16-17 Whitsunday Game Fishing Club Open
Species Comp
16-17 Relay for Life at the Whitsunday
Sports Park

Bowen Show
Whitsunday Sailing Club Ladies Skipper

Bowen Cup

11-15

Whitsunday Offshore Yacht Racing Circuit

Pas De Deux in Paradise (The Australian
Ballet), Hamilton Island

15

Whitsunday Tourism Awards

2-9

Australian Tasar Council National
Championships Off Beach Event

10

Quota Wedding and Party Expo, Reef
Gateway Hotel, Cannonvale

November 2011

July 2011
1-3

22

Whitsunday Writers Festival

28-30 Bowen Cultural & Seafood Festival
31

Run for a Cure

31-5

AWAY Photography Course with David
Oliver, Peter Eastway, Bruce Pottinger

TBC

Great Barrier Feast with host chef TBC

20-23 Whitsunday Reef Festival

1

Melbourne Cup Day Celebrations

11

Remembrance Day

12-19 Body and Soul Festival, Club Med
Lindeman Island
15-18 Fujifilm Triathlon Workshop,
Hamilton Island
19

Fujifilm Whitehaven Beach Ocean Swim,
Hamilton Island

August 2011

20

Fujifilm Triathlon, Hamilton Island

7

Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Barrier Reef
Boat Sales Challengers’ Cup

TBC

22

Good Friday

23

Easter Saturday

11-18

Meridien Marina’s Airlie Beach Race Week

25

Easter Monday

12

Fantasea Cracker Night

25

Anzac Day Services and
Commemoration Events

19-27 Audi Hamilton Island Race Week

29-2 Wintermoon Festival, Cameron’s Pocket
via Calen, 50k Sth of Airlie Beach

October 2011
1

Variety Old Bags Lunch at Fish D’Vine

26-27 Whitsunday Game Fishing Club Barra Bash
& Camp Kanga

3

16-19 Hamilton Island Outrigger Cup

27-2 Multihull Rendezvous
27-28 Airlie Beach Triathlon
31

Whitsunday Sailing Club Ladies
Skipper Races

September 2011
3-4

Airlie Beach Festival of Sport, Triathlon &
Ocean Swim

10

Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Whitsunday
Fun Race

10-11

Whitsunday Boat and Leisure Show,
Port of Airlie

19-23 Schoolies (QLD), Airlie Beach
Great Barrier Feast with host chef TBC

December 2011
4

Carols by Candlelight, Airlie Beach

24

Carols by Candlelight, Hamilton Island

25

Christmas celebrations

26

Boxing Day

27

Christmas Day observance

31

New Years Eve Celebrations, Airlie Beach
and Hamilton Island

WEEKLY EVENTS
Wednesdays Twilight Yacht Racing 3pm,
The Whitsunday Sailing Club
Fridays

Barefoot Bowls 7:30pm,
Airlie Beach Bowls Club

Saturdays

Airlie Beach Markets, 8am-12pm
Airlie Beach Foreshore

Sundays

Bowen Lions Markets, 8am-1pm
Hansen Park, Bowen

17-18 Bowen Family Fishing Classic
25

Whitsunday Sailing Club Great Barrier Reef
Boat Sales Challengers’ Cup

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Events

Bride and Groom, The Whitsundays

EVENTS AND WEDDINGS DIRECTORY

PHONE

WEBSITE

Bookschoolies.com
Figure Head Salon
Hamilton Island Weddings
I Do Events Whitsundays
Total Weddings
Villa Botanica
Weddings Whitsundays

(07) 5572 7627
(07) 4948 2482
(07) 4946 8515
(07) 4948 0429
(07) 4946 4540
(07) 4946 1146

www.bookschoolies.com
www.figureheadsalon.com.au
www.hamiltonislandweddings.com
www.idoeventswhitsunday.com
www.totalweddings.com.au
www.villabotanica.com.au
www.weddingswhitsundays.com

The Whitsundays...
Where even the coral reef comes in a heart
shape... the ultimate in romance.
With one of the top ten beaches in the world as white as
any wedding, 74 magnificent islands set amongst the
azure waters of the Coral Sea, and the heart shaped reef,
the Whitsundays offers your wildest wedding dreams.
Increasingly, brides are looking to ditch the city and large
groups of guests, for more intimate yet indulgent weddings.
Tropical destinations such as the Whitsundays are reaping
the benefits, seeing thousands of weddings per year on its
tropical islands and coastline. If the thought of tying the knot
on the soft white sands of a tropical island or sailing into the
sunset with your newlywed sets your heart racing, then say
“I Do” to a Whitsunday wedding.
Marry under a swaying palm where the turquoise waters
lap the shore, in a unique island chapel set amongst a
stunning panoramic backdrop, on Whitehaven Beach with
the pure silica sand between your toes, at a poolside location
overlooking surrounding islands, or literally take the plunge
and scuba to your ceremony off the back of a boat.
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Unique wedding accommodation for the bridal party
and guests in the Whitsundays stretches from bed and
breakfasts, resorts, apartments, penthouses, an outer reef
pontoon and countless sailing boats. A variety of options
ensures that all styles and budgets are pleased.

Far away tropical backdrops don’t
need a far away budget
An array of venue options ensures that your wedding
achieves that desired ‘wow’ factor without going over budget.
From traditional features such as cars, cakes, beauty and
flowers right through to butterflies, helicopters, seaplanes
and fireworks, you can exchange vows in the Whitsundays
knowing that your personalised package ensures your
honeymoon budget won’t need to be delved into. For the
ultimate Whitsunday wedding experience, combine your
special day with your honeymoon and opt for a Whitsunday
wedding-moon. With so many beautiful resorts and activities
to choose from you will want to extend your stay!

E info@weddingswhitsundays.com
www.weddingswhitsundays.com

Whether your perfect destination wedding is a white sandy
beach by aquamarine waters, a tropical rainforest or a
traditional chapel, the Whitsundays has it all.
WeddingsWhitsundays.Com is the most comprehensive
online directory of Whitsunday wedding suppliers.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Events

Villa Botanica, The Whitsundays
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A Range Of ‘I Do’ Options:

·

literally take the plunge and scuba to your ceremony
off the back of a boat.,

With 74 tropical islands and a diverse coastline, you can be
as creative as you like with spots to say I Do!

·

or be as creative as you like with the huge range of
beautiful tropical landscapes as your backdrop.

·

Marry under a swaying palm where the turquoise
waters lap the shore,

·

in a unique island chapel set amongst a stunning
panoramic backdrop,

·

on Whitehaven Beach with the pure silica sand
between your toes,

·

at a poolside location overlooking the surrounding
tropical islands,

The Whitsundays 74 Island Wonders

Indulge!
If you are looking for the ultimate indulgence, you will be
spoilt for choice with pre-wedding treatments and pampering
options in the Whitsundays. Spectacular day spas are
nestled amidst the serenity of the Whitsundays both on the
coast and on select islands. After all, it is your special day!

Having The Best Holiday

Having The Best Holiday

Certification

The natural beauty of the Whitsundays will
not disappoint you, but not being prepared
for your holiday could. Just a few simple tips
will help you to plan your holiday.

There are a number of certification
programs that accommodation
providers and tour operators can
undertake that ensure you they are a
legitimate and proactive operator.

Weather
The Whitsundays enjoys a tropical climate of hot summers,
warm winters and bright spring and autumn days. Average
daily temperature range from just over 21oC in the winter
months (June/July) and up to 32oC during the height of
Summer (December/January). The average year round water
temperature remains a welcoming 25oC.
Higher rainfall can be expected during the tropical wet
season (February/March) when days can be steamy and the
summer heat is broken by tropical showers.

Temperature & Average Monthly Rainfall
Month

Temp Max.

Temp Min.

Rainfall

Jan

31.5

22.6

296.7

Feb

31.2

22.8

355.8

Mar

30.2

21.4

142.4

April

28.7

19.1

123.4

May

26.6

16.0

73.9

June

24.5

12.9

41.7

July

24.3

10.9

20.8

Aug

25.5

11.7

27.6

Sept

28.3

14.2

21.3

Oct

30.3

17.6

38.2

Nov

31.6

19.9

74.9

Dec

32.1

21.8

162.0

*Latest available data: Year ending 2010. Taken from Proserpine Airport
Station report. Temperature: ( ˚C). Rainfall: (mm).

Marine Stingers
Marine stingers may be present in the waters of tropical
Queensland year round, with the higher risk season during
October - May. By taking simple precautions to minimise
risk you can safely and comfortably swim in all parts of the
Whitsunday region. Please see www.marinestingers.com
or ask your tour operator for more information.

Australia’s Eco Certification program
recognises tourism operators who
provide genuine environmentally friendly
tours, attraction and accommodation
products. Operators are assessed on
their economic, environmental and
social sustainability and ecotourism
principles such as business ethics,
responsible marketing, contribution
to conservation and working with
communities. There are three levels of
accreditation available: Nature Tourism,
Ecotourism and Advanced Ecotourism.
Look for the logos with the operators
you are considering.
The Whitsunday Charter Boat Industry
Association issues a ‘tick’ logo to its
members, who must satisfy a number
of crew training and safety standards in
order to qualify.
Go to www.wcbia.com.au for more
information.
Businesses who are members of
Tourism Whitsundays must sign a
Code of Conduct ensuring they operate
ethically and fairly within our local
tourism industry. A directory of Tourism
Whitsundays members can be found at
www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au

Love It & Want To Stay
If your holiday to the Whitsundays was so good and you
decide you want to stay, the good news is you may be able
to. A number of Visa services as well as employment and
education businesses are based in the Whitsundays and
can assist you in securing the right permissions to stay, work
and live here.
Training opportunities range from short courses, Certificates
and Diplomas, as well as an extensive marine education
program. You can also attend an English language school
and combine your learning with a part time job or just plenty
of sight seeing.

1300 71 74 07 tourismwhitsundays.com.au
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Local Directory
CLUBS AND COMMUNITY:
Arts and Culture in the Tropics
www.wowfestival.blogspot.com
Commerce Queensland
www.cciq.com.au
Eco Barge Services
www.ecobargeservices.com
Enterprise Whitsundays
www.enterprisewhitsundays.com.au
Fauna Rescue Whitsundays Association
www.frw.org.au
Proserpine Chamber of Commerce
www.chamber.proserpine.com
Proserpine Lions Club
www.lionsclubs.org.au
Quota International Whitsunday
www.quota.org
Reef Catchments Mackay Whitsunday
www.reefcatchments.com.au
Relationships Australia
www.relationships.com.au
Rotary Club of Airlie Beach
www.rotaryairliebeach.com
Spirited Communities
www.spiritedcommunities.com.au
Volunteer Marine Rescue Whitsunday
www.vmraq.org.au
Whitsunday Charter Boat
Industry Association
www.wcbia.com
Whitsunday Game Fishing Club
www.wgfc.com.au
Whitsunday Lions Club
www.lionsclubs.org.au
Whitsunday Meditation Society
www.witmedso.com
Whitsunday PCYC
www.pcyc.org.au
Whitsunday Triathlon Club
www.whitsundaytriclub.com
WWF
www.wwf.org.au
Whitsunday Community Service
www.whitnc.org.au
Zonta Club of the Whitsundays
www.zonta.org.au

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
(07) 4945 7397
(07) 4955 8700
0417 642 815
(07) 4946 0111
(07) 4947 3389
(07) 4945 1388
(07) 4945 1884
(07) 4945 4886
(07) 4968 4200
1300 364 277
0408 461 192
1800 654 836
(07) 4946 7207
(07) 4948 0601

0409 461 371

Crossley Holden
www.crossleyholden.com.au
Hanly Confectionery
Porter’s Home and Building Centre
www.cporter.com.au
Reward Distribution
www.rewarddistribution.com.au
Whitsunday Home Hardware
www.homehardware.com.au

(07) 3003 1480

UPCOMING DEVELOPMENTS:

(07) 4946 1601
(07) 4946 5243
(07) 4948 1144

(07) 4946 7850
(07) 4948 2445

(07) 4940 2755
(07) 4946 5655

0432 481 664
(07) 4946 4680
0409 486 468

The Whitsundays 74 Island Wonders

(07) 4946 7359
(07) 4986 2200
(07) 4946 7377
(07) 4948 4500
(07) 4946 1594
(07) 4953 2799
(07) 3367 5054
(07) 4946 1333
(07) 4948 8500
0417 928 019
(07) 4948 1950
(07) 4948 3274

Ozone Whitsundays
www.ozonewhitsundays.com.au
Whitsunday Springs Pty Ltd
www.whitsundaysprings.com.au

(07) 4945 1822
(07) 4953 5673
(07) 4948 5555
(07) 4946 1477
(07) 4946 7171

(07) 4948 3567
(03) 9535 0500

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
www.derm.qld.gov.au
Tourism and Office of Fair Trading
www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au
Tourism Bowen
www.tourismbowen.com.au
Tourism Queensland
www.tq.com.au
Tourism Whitsundays
www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au
Whitsunday Regional Council
www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

(07) 4967 7355
(07) 3224 2000
(07) 4786 4222
(07) 3535 3535
(07) 4948 5900
(07) 4945 0200

(07) 4967 1099

The Whitsundays Visitor Guide 2011/12 is provided as a free guide to assist
travellers in gaining a wider knowledge of the Whitsunday region and to
assist in making their holiday choices. While every effort is made to ensure
the accuracy of information in this guide, no responsibility can be accepted
for errors or omissions. The content and offers included in advertisements
in this publication are not the responsibility of either Tourism Whitsundays or
the publishers. All enquiries related to specific ads should be referred to the
advertiser in question. No liability can be accepted by Tourism Whitsundays
or the publisher for loss, damage, inconvenience, delay, injury, accident,
expenses or negligence due to inaccuracy or incorrect descriptions within
editorial, pictorial, cartography or advertisements or any other costs incurred
arising out of information or offers included in this publication. Copyright ©
2011. Material published in The Whitsundays Visitors Guide 2011/12 is protected
under copyright and may not be reproduced in any form, stored in a computer
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(07) 4948 1788

TOURISM, TRAVEL SERVICES & GOVERNMENT BODIES:

EMPLOYMENT:
Community Solutions
www.employment.org.au
Pacific Centre - Immigration, Education & Employment
www.pacific-center.net/en
MRAEL
www.mrael.com.au
Department of Employment,
Economic Development and Innovation
www.deedi.qld.gov.au

(07) 4951 9333

RETAIL/WHOLESALE:
0437 181 296

EDUCATION AND TRAINING:
Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE
www.barrierreef.tafe.qld.gov.au
Whitsunday College of English
www.sacecoll.sa.edu.au

Connole Carlisle Accountants
www.concar.com.au
Curious Media Development
www.curiousconcepts.com
Eclipse Financial Services
www.eclipsefs.com
Fahey and Ponti
Leader Group
www.leadergroup.net.au
Macrossan and Amiet
www.macamiet.com.au
Media Whitsunday
www.welcometothewhitsundays.com
Mortgage Choice
www.mortgagechoice.com.au
Oceanic Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
www.oceanicinsure.com.au
Pacific Coast Marine and Automotive
www.pacificcoastmarine.com.au
Ray White Whitsunday
www.raywhitewhitsunday.com
Top Up Promotion Services
www.topupps.com
Voice 2 Net
www.voice2net.com.au
Whitsunday Graphic House
www.graphichouse.com.au

or transmitted by email or internet without the written authority of the publisher.
Any breach of copyright will result in legal action. NB. Properties that include star
ratings are representative of ratings independently assessed by AAA Tourism,
the national tourism body of the Australian motoring organisations. The Stars
are trademarks of AAA Tourism Pty Ltd. For more information about using star
ratings, please visit www.aaatourism.com/stars.
Published by Tourism Whitsundays. Designed by Zest Design.
Images supplied by: Adventure Whitsunday, Air Whitsunday, Coral Sea Resort,
Daydream Island, Department of Environment Resource Management, Enterprise
Whitsundays, Fantasea Cruises, Fish D’vine, Hamilton Island, Hayman Island,
Heitman Photography, Helireef, Pacific Sunrise, Pinnacles Resort, Qualia Resort,
Queensland Rail, Total Weddings, Tourism Bowen, Tourism Queensland, Tourism
Whitsundays, Tropix Photography, Villa Botanica, Weddings Whitsundays,
Whitsunday Sailing Adventures, Wings Diving.

The Whitsundays’ most
natural island experience
The region’s best

value res
ort

2010 Winner
Queensland
Tourism Awards
- Best Standard
Accommodation
Long Island Resort is the perfect place to
connect with nature. With a laid back casual
atmosphere and beautiful natural surrounds do
as much or as little as you like. For the energetic
there are a myriad of watersports, or discover
colourful coral and fish on a snorkelling tour
of the fringing reef, only 150 metres offshore.
In addition to the many resort activities, there
are over 20 kilometres of bush walking paths to
discover in the surrounding national park. For
a slower pace, guests can relax in a hammock
in the shade of the coconut palms or take a
romantic stroll along the sandy beach.

All Inclusive
Activities
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BOOK TODAY 1800 075 125

www.oceanhotels.com.au
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Wonders of the

Whitsundays
Whitehaven Beach - Camira
Day Sailing Adventure
Visit Whitehaven Beach, one of the world’s
best beaches, on one of the world’s fastest
sailing catamarans. An all inclusive day
with a tasty BBQ lunch & all refreshments.

Great Barrier Reef Adventures
An underwater paradise with over 150 different types
of coral and nearly 200 types of ﬁsh. Queensland’s
most innovative pontoon includes a giant waterslide,
underwater viewing chamber, snorkelling, diving,
semi-sub, glass bottom boat and much more.

Island Escape Day Cruises
& Resort Connections
Visit breathtaking island destinations in the
heart of the spectacular Whitsunday Islands
National Park. Staying at an island resort?
We can meet you at the airport and take
you there.

Outstanding experiences with the Region’s premier marine tourism operator

SEE OUR WEBSITE OR PICK UP A BROCHURE
TELEPHONE + 617 4946 4662

info @ cruisewhitsundays.com
www@ cruisewhitsundays.com

