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The Photographer
Dan Proud
The majority of images featured throughout this publication
are the work of talented local
Toowoomba photographer Dan
Proud. Dan’s photography captures
the true essence of the Western
Downs, with a combination of
beautiful landscapes and an emotive
depiction of natural and man
made attractions.
More information about Dan Proud
and his photography can be found on
the inside back cover of this guide.

Broaden Your Horizons
If it’s classic Aussie pubs, stunning national parks or colourful
country experiences you’re seeking, then Queensland’s
Western Downs is the place for you.
Just three hours west of Brisbane, the Western Downs can be
explored while touring some of Queensland’s major arterial
highways.
Explore wide open spaces and the rich pioneering history of
the real Queensland country. Enjoy freshwater fishing,
experience life on a host farm, go wine tasting western style
and discover the peaceful lifestyle that rural communities enjoy.
To help further plan your trip, visit www.westerndownsholidays.
info where you will find more details on where to stay and what
to see and do. If you would like to know more about what is
happening in the Western Downs throughout the year, why not
join the Western Downs Explorers Club. See page 56 for
further details.

Sunset at St George

Getting There
The Leichhardt Highway adjoins the Newell Highway and links travellers from
as far south as Melbourne through to Queensland via the border town of
Goondiwindi, through to Rockhampton.
The Great Inland Way traverses the Great Dividing Range – and weaves its way
from Sydney to Cairns via St George, Surat, Roma and Injune.
The Warrego Highway heads west from Brisbane to Charleville and traverses the
Western Downs via Chinchilla, Miles and Roma.
The Adventure Way is the link from Brisbane to Adelaide via the Western Downs
towns of Moonie and St George.
The Gore Highway links Toowoomba and Goondiwindi via Millmerran.

By Coach
Greyhound Australia 131 499
Crisps Coaches
07 4661 8333
Kynoch Coaches
07 4639 1639

www.greyhound.com.au
www.crisps.com.au
www.kynoch.com.au

By Rail
Traveltrain Holidays 1800 627 655

www.traveltrain.com.au

By Air
QantasLink
Macair
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www.qantas.com
www.macair.com.au

Visitor Information Centres
Balonne Visitor Information Centre Cnr Roe Street and The Terrace, St George. 07 4620 8877
Calico Cottage Warrego Highway, Wallumbilla. 07 4623 4244
Chinchilla Visitor Information Centre Warrego Highway, Chinchilla. 07 4668 9564
Goondiwindi Visitor Information Centre Cnr Bowen and McLean Streets, Goondiwindi. 07 4671 2653
Injune Visitor Information Centre Hutton Street, Injune. 07 4626 1053
Miles Visitor Information Centre Murilla Street (Warrego Highway), Miles. 07 4627 1492
Millmerran Community Centre 30 Campbell Street, Millmerran. 07 4695 1829
Mitchell Visitor Information Centre Great Artesian Spa Complex, 2 Cambridge Street, Mitchell. 07 4623 8171
Moonie Crossroads Leichhardt and Moonie Highways, Moonie. 07 4665 0189
Roma Visitor Information Centre The Big Rig, Warrego Highway, Roma. 07 4622 4355 or 1800 222 399
Surat Visitor Information Centre Cobb and Co Changing Station 62 Burrowes Street, Surat. 07 4626 5136
Tara Visitor Information BP and Tara Coaches, Sara Street, Tara. 07 4665 3144
Wandoan Visitor Information Centre 41 Royds Street, Wandoan. 07 4627 5227
This symbol recognises Accredited Visitor Information Centres. These centres have achieved accreditation by
meeting specified industry standards and are recognised as genuine, quality information providers.

Fishing and Camping

Wineries and Vineyards

With timbered creeks and
waterways flowing, fishing in
the Western Downs is a great
option for your next holiday.

The Great Inland Way offers an outback-style wine
experience quite unlike any other. Queensland’s most
western winery can be found at St George on the banks of
the Balonne River. Follow the river north to Surat where vines
have been established on the deep sandy loam flats. Roma
is home to Queensland’s oldest winery, established 1863.

The Maranoa Balonne River
Catchment, the Murray Darling
Basin and the Dawson Valley
systems provide you with the
opportunity to hook a freshwater
feast. These waterways support a
healthy range of fish species
provided by the local fish stocking
clubs, including perch, catfish,
saratoga, yellowbelly and murray cod.

www.danproud.biz

Villacoola Winery, Surat

Please Care for the Region

The guide to Freshwater Fishing in
Queensland’s Western Downs will be
your perfect companion. With 79 great
fishing and camping spots, the information has been
collected straight from the locals, so for once you too
can find those elusive spots that only locals seem to
know about.
Fishing locations are marked on a map, complete with
directions and a list of facilities provided at each one.
For your free copy of the guide, call 1800 688 949 or
visit www.westerndownsholidays.info

When travelling through our region, please take care and
respect our local communities. There are grey water
disposal and waste dump points located throughout the
region. Ask the locals at
the Visitor Information
Centres if you have
difficulty locating them.
Please use our water
wisely and be sure to take
your rubbish with you.
www.danproud.biz
The road sides are often
Myall Park Botanic Garden,
Glenmorgan
someone’s backyard!

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Roma

- Capital of the Western Downs

Roma Railway Station

If you’re heading off on a self-drive tour of Outback Queensland and are
passing through Roma, why not stop for a day or two? Refresh, stretch
your legs and have a look at The Big Rig, Heroes’ Avenue or the excitement of
the cattle sales.
Roma is the service centre for much of South West Queensland, so you’re likely to
find whatever you’re looking for in the McDowall Street shopping area or the
shopping centre nearby. You’ll find plenty of options for a great meal in town, so
meet the locals in one of Roma’s many hotels, restaurants or coffee shops.
The friendly folk at the Roma Visitor Information Centre on Riggers Road can help
you plan your trip to get the most out of your time in Roma. Brochures and fact
sheets about many of Roma’s attractions and historical sites are available.
Roma is the ideal outback touring destination, with plenty of accommodation and
dining establishments as well as sightseeing opportunities to break your journey,
with services for re-stocking before you continue into the Outback.

Roma, situated on the
intersection of the
Warrego Highway and
Great Inland Way, an
easy 355km drive west of
Toowoomba.
Rich in pioneering
history, offering a warm
welcome and all the
services a traveller
requires.
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If you prefer to let someone else organise your transport, QantasLink, Greyhound
Coaches and Queensland Rail all offer regular air, coach and train services to
Roma from Brisbane, the Gold Coast, Sydney and other centres. For quick and
convenient access to Roma, book a flight on QuantasLink’s regional service.
Greyhound Coaches offer a comfortable and economical way to see Outback
Queensland, arriving in the centre of town at Kookas BP Service Station.
Traveltrain Holidays will help you discover the pioneering spirit of Roma and
surrounding towns on a journey aboard The Westlander. This scenic and
comfortable trip from Brisbane takes you through the rich farmlands of the
Darling Downs and across the Great Dividing Range, arriving at the railway
terminal in Station Street.

Now you’re here, why not stay a while?
If you’re not so pressed for time, Roma is the perfect place for a relaxing country
break. Rich in history and filled with colourful stories from its pioneering past,
Roma offers a host of activities and events to enjoy.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

ROMA Town

Unique Experiences
The Big Rig - An interactive interpretation of Australia’s oil and gas industry.
The Big Rig Night Show - A 30 minute audiovisual spectacular.
Adungadoo Pathway - 1.7km pathway along Bungil Creek. The pathway is
most enjoyable early in the morning or later in the afternoon.
Roma Bungil Saleyards - Australia’s largest cattle selling facility.
Romavilla Winery - Queensland’s oldest winery, established in 1863.
Mt Abundance Homestead - Built in 1860, the site of first settlement
in the region.
Lenroy Slab Hut - Built in the year 1893 this well preserved slab hut
was completely hand built from local timber to house a family of 12.
Avenue of Heroes - Heritage listed Heroes’ Avenue, featuring 138 bottle trees,
is a tribute to the fallen soldiers from the Roma District who lost their
lives in the First World War.

Adungadoo Pathway, Roma

Three Dimensional Heritage Mural - Located at the Cultural Centre this audio and moving light presentation depicts the
exploration and development of the town and surrounding district.
www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Roma Sunset

More than 150 years ago, the explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell
travelled through the district describing it ‘as a champaign
region’, meaning ’undulating country’ in an archaic French
dialect. Other explorers including Edmund Kennedy and
Ludwig Leichhardt also passed through and some early
squatters, realising the potential of the district, took up land
holdings for cattle and sheep grazing. These first
pastoralists also explored and opened up more land in what
is now known as the rich agricultural Maranoa region.

The Big Rig will take you on an absorbing journey through
the hardships and heroic stories of oil drilling and
exploration. A visit to the ‘Oil Patch’ leads you up close to
the impressive rigs that made the industry possible. An
easy and informative self-guided walking tour, gives a clear
insight into Roma’s and Australia’s heady days of early oil
exploration. Be intrigued by the stories, photographs, facts
and objects presented in a fascinating series of interpretive
panels. Marvel at the historical machinery including the last
steam driven oil rig and one of the first diesel powered rigs
ever used in Australia. Don’t miss the Big Rig’s spectacular
night show, a must see for all visitors to Roma.

There’s more to Roma than oil and gas
Wineries are becoming a common sight across Queensland,
but there is nothing common about Roma’s historic
Romavilla Winery. The oldest winery in Queensland, the
Romavilla vineyard was established in 1863. Wine lovers will
enjoy sampling the top table wines and fortified wines on
offer. It’s open Monday to Saturday for wine tasting.
St Paul’s Anglican Church, constructed of concrete blocks
made on-site during the Great War, features some colourful
stained glass and leadlight windows dating back to 1875.
Appreciate the intricate beauty at close range on a guided
tour of the church and its windows. Tours operate Tuesdays
and Thursdays, or by appointment.

www.danproud.biz

The Big Rig, Roma
6

Roma’s impressive 18 square metre clay Bicentennial
Mural in the Cultural Centre is made up of 17 elements all
brought to life with an audio and light presentation. The
mural depicts the exploration and development of the
town and district.

www.westerndownsholidays.info

Roma also boasts some impressive public buildings
including the Roma Court House, opened in 1901. The
original Court House was opened in 1873, for the trial of
infamous bushman and cattle duffer, Harry Redford.
‘The Ghost of Harry Redford’ is a short theatrical
presentation that is part of a camp oven dinner at the rustic
Maloney’s Inn, located 10 minutes from the centre of Roma.
The re-enactment is available for groups of 10 or more and
bookings are essential.
The heritage-listed Heroes’ Avenue features more than 100
bottle trees. Each of these trees is a memorial to local
soldiers who lost their lives in World War I. Don’t miss seeing
Roma’s biggest bottle tree – it has an 8.9 metre girth.
Roma’s cattle sales are the largest in the Southern
Hemisphere. Walk across the raised walkways for the best
views of the auctions. You’ll be caught up in the excitement
of the sales every Tuesday and Thursday.
Roma’s annual ‘Easter in the Country’ offers an actionpacked programme and real country entertainment for the
whole family. Featuring concerts, art exhibitions, street
entertainment and parades and novelty races, it’s the only
place to be for Easter.
The Roma Turf Club conducts the historic Roma Cup at
Bassett Park every November, while the Roma Picnic Races
are held annually in March. Soak up that special feel and
atmosphere of country racing!
Seven kilometres out of town is the historic Mount
Abundance homestead, one of Roma’s gracious old homes
and the site of the Maranoa’s first settlement. Make an
appointment to meander around this fascinating property
and enjoy smoko on the wide veranda or under the centuryold bottle trees. Winnathoola, on Northern Road, is another
famous Roma residence.

www.danproud.biz

Romavilla Winery, Roma

Wander back through time along Roma’s Historical Walk to
the beginnings of this important Western Downs town in the
1860s. See where Roma’s locals gathered to shop, conduct
business, worship and catch up on the news of the day for
almost 150 years.
As the unofficial capital of Queensland’s Western
Downs, Roma is a great place to base your stay in
this fascinating region.
Located at the junction of the Warrego Highway and the
Great Inland Way, Roma is close to the historic towns of
Surat, Injune, Mitchell and Miles. Easy day trips allow you to
explore this ‘true blue’ Queensland countryside while
enjoying Roma’s quality accommodation, superb dining and
convenient shopping.
The landscape around Roma is spectacular, with
meandering rivers, ancient rock formations and majestic
national parks providing the backdrop to the exciting story
of Indigenous Australia and early European settlement.
There’s no better place to get in touch with Australia’s
pioneering heritage than in and around Roma.
There’s sunshine and blue skies all year round in Roma and
the winter days are particularly pleasant. Bring a hat,
sunscreen and water for exploring and some warm clothes
in winter – when you’re not recounting the day’s travels in
front of a log fire with a warming glass of local wine, that is!

Accommodation

www.danproud.biz

Mt Abundance Homestead, Roma

Roma has an array of quality accommodation to suit the
overnight or long term visitor. Whether you require the easy
access of a caravan park or you prefer four star luxuries, we
have a friendly place for you to stay. Roma’s well-appointed
motels offer a warm country welcome and all modern
conveniences, meals and some have swimming pools.

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Take home a local treasure
Roma offers an innovative array of unique, attentiongrabbing gifts – like funky, eye-catching Cow Town bags.
These award-winning bags are the brainchild of local sisters
and are guaranteed to provide plenty of stylish street cred.
Local artisans create wearable and useable art from
beautiful local timbers and stunning Quilpie opals, while
distinctive products made from Australian desert limes will
tempt the gourmand in everyone.
Whatever you chose, you’ll discover Roma has many
surprising solutions for the ‘same old stuff’ blues.

www.danproud.biz

School of Arts Hotel, Roma

You can park your 4WD or camper van in one of our
centrally located caravan parks while you explore the sights
of Roma and surrounds. Alternatively, the charm and history
of a genuine western Queensland hotel may be more your
style! If your Roma experience includes a trip to Carnarvon
Gorge or other national parks, you’ll find all you need to
know at the Roma Visitor Information Centre.
A bush holiday will give you a true taste of Roma’s rural
magic. Relax and spend some quality time in the country on
a working farm. Stay in a homestead or self contained
quarters, or pitch your tent in the bush. It’s the ultimate rural
experience for the whole family. Camping on some farms
includes canvas cabins, powered sites, hot showers, toilets
and camp kitchen. Well controlled pets are permitted on
some properties.

www.danproud.biz

The Big Rig, Roma

Where to Stay
Best Western Bungil Creek Motel
5-7 Bowen Street, Roma
07 4624 2200 admin@bcmroma.com.au

Roma Aussie Tourist Park
6 Bowen Street, Roma
07 4622 6464 romaussie@bigpond.com

Bottle Tree Gardens Motel
22 Bowen Street, Roma
07 4622 6111 btgm@bigpond.com

Roma Big Rig Tourist Park
4 McDowell Street, Roma
07 4622 2538 bigrigpark@hwy54.com.au

King’s Motor Inn
77 Quintin Street, Roma
07 4622 2566 kingsmotorinn@bigpond.com

Roma Explorers Inn
44778 Warrego Highway, Roma
07 4620 1400 explorers.inn@hwy54.com.au

Mandalay Motel
39 Quintin Street, Roma
07 4622 2711

Roma Mid Town Motor Inn
41 Hawthorne Street, Roma
07 4622 2416 romamidtown@bigpond.com

Motel Carnarvon
18 Northern Road, Roma
07 4622 1599 info@motelcarnarvon.com.au

Starlight Motor Inn
20b Bowen Street, Roma
07 4622 2666 starlight@hwy54.com.au

Roma Motel

Overlander Homestead Motel
Warrego Highway, Roma
07 4622 3555 overlandermotel@bigpond.com.au

Villa Holiday Park
67 Northern Road, Roma
07 4622 1309 villapk@bigpond.net.au

School of Arts Hotel
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Auburn Bed
and Breakfast
Bryants Motel
Club Hotel/Motel
Commonwealth Hotel
Empire Hotel
Irish McGann’s Hotel
Meadowbank Museum
on Farm Camping

Royal Hotel

The Grande Hotel

Events and Festivals
March – Picnic Races
There’s nothing like a country race meeting and the Roma Picnic Races are one of
the region’s most popular events. Visitors travel from all over Australia to catch up
with friends, make new acquaintances and soak up the country hospitality and all the
fun on and off the track. 07 4623 4464 www.romapicnicraces.com.au

March (2008) April (2009) - Easter in the Country
Whatever your interest, you can indulge it at Roma’s enormously popular Easter in the Country Festival. Events range
from Cinema Under the Stars to rodeo and motor sport action, so you will never be stuck for something to do. Sample
the street markets and art show, laugh at the goat races, wander through open gardens and enjoy great
music and entertainment. Easter in the Country is an event not to be missed.
07 4622 7505 www.roma.qld.gov.au

May - Roma Show
Come and experience the atmosphere and local hospitality at the Roma Show, held annually on the second weekend
in May on Friday and Saturday. Watch the ever-popular show jumping events, stroll on down through Machinery Alley
and experience the excitement of Side-Show Alley. Pop in and view the displays of local arts and crafts in the
pavilions, plus many other events to be seen. Complete the experience by staying on for the spectacular fireworks
display on Saturday night. 07 4622 5696 www.maranoa.org.au/romashowsociety

November – Roma Cup
One of Queensland’s premier country race meetings. Dress up or dress outrageously for the Calcutta Fashions
on the Field. Book your accommodation early. 07 4622 2607 www.romaturfclub.org.au

Roma’s Social Dances
Held every second Friday in the RSL Hall, Quintin Street. 07 4622 3762.

RSL Markets
First Sunday of the month – RSL Hall, Quintin Street. 07 4622 8676

Roma’s Community Arts Centre
There is always something new happening at the centre. 07 4622 8676 www.roma.qld.gov.au

For further information on
Roma’s busy events calendar,
contact the Roma Tourism
Development Unit.
07 4622 7505
tourism@roma.qld.gov.au
www.roma.qld.gov.au

www.danproud.biz

For more general information
on Roma visit the Big Rig
Roma Visitor Information
Centre, Riggers Rd (off the
Warrego Highway).
07 4622 4355
www.thebigrig.com.au

Mt Abundance Homestead, Roma

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Romavilla Winery

ROMA BUNGIL SALEYARDS

• David, Joy and Richard Wall
• FINE WINES ESTATE GROWN & BOTTLED
• Cellar Door Sales
• Contact us for current specials.
• 10% discount for mixed dozens.
• Open 6 days - Monday to Saturday

Come and see a true working Aussie industry right here in Roma!
• Australia’s largest cattle selling centre
• Store sales - Tuesday from 9am
• Fat sales - Thursday from 8am
• Canteen facilities

Northern Road, Roma Phone/Fax: 07 4622 1822
Email: romawine@romavilla.com Web: www.romavilla.com

Warrego Highway, Roma Phone: 07 4622 1201

Roma Visitor Information Centre
Come in and meet our friendly volunteers, locals who love to help visitors to Roma. Find out more about all the things to see and do in
Roma and surrounds and the Carnarvon National Park with our excellent range of maps, brochures and books.
We also have a series of information sheets about:
• Roma’s bottle trees and Heroes’ Avenue • prickly pear • artesian water • Peter Jackson • Captain Starlight.
You’re welcome at The Roma Visitor Information Centre. Open daily 9am to 5pm (except Christmas Day & Boxing Day).
2 Riggers Road, Roma Freecall: 1800 222 399 Phone: 07 4622 8676 Fax: 07 4622 8687
Email: tourism@roma.qld.gov.au Web: www.thebigrig.com.au

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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FOR FUN AND SOME REAL COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT, ROMA’S EASTER IN THE
COUNTRY FESTIVAL OFFERS AN ACTION PACKED PROGRAM FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
An Art Show, Gospel Music Concert, Country Music Concert, Bush Poets and a
wide range of Performing Arts events will appeal to the culturally minded.
For sports lovers, there’s Drag Racing, Australia’s Richest Goat Race, foot and Novelty
Races, the Roma Turf Club’s XXXX Gold Cup Easter Race Meeting, and even a XXXX
Night Rodeo, Motocross and a Mud Derby! And... the young and young at heart will
enjoy the Street Parade, Miniature Train Rides and Street Entertainment.
Not forgetting The Hobbies and Collectables Fair, Country Markets, Cinema
under the Stars, Aussie Kids - Blue Light Disco, Historical Car Club and of course
the genuine country hospitality you’d expect from Roma, the Capital of the
Western Downs!

For more information on Roma’s annual
EASTER IN THE COUNTRY
1800 222 399 or 07 4622 7505
www.roma.qld.gov.au

Roma Explorers Inn
Luxury accommodation & fully licensed fine dining restaurant
situated at the Eastern entrance to Roma. The complex provides
a safe, secure and quiet place to stay.
• Family rooms • Handicapped Units • Pool • Courtesy Bus
• Air Conditioning • Ample parking for coaches, boats & trailers
• Austar • Broadband internet access • Undercover parking
• 1 & 2 bedroom apartments • Conference facilities
44778 Warrego Highway, Roma Phone: 07 4620 1400
Fax: 07 4620 1488 Email: explorers.inn@hwy54.com.au
Web: www.romaexplorersinn.com.au

Starlight Motor Inn
• 18 luxury units including 2 room units with spas.
• Wireless Broadband internet access. • Free Austar pay TV.
• 25 to 30 seat conference/in-house dining room.
• Facilities for disabled available. • All non-smoking rooms.
• Air-conditioning and ceiling fans.
• Room service evening meals and breakfasts.
20B Bowen Street, Roma Reservations Freecall: 1800 066 022
Phone: 07 4622 2666 Fax: 07 4622 2111

Want to be the first to know what is happening in the Western Downs?

Join the Western Downs Explorers Club – it’s free!
Receive updates regarding events, festivals and special deals.
See page 56 for more information.
12
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udget
Motel
Chain
International

Kings Motor Inn and Steakhouse

R

• 25 Ground floor units • 1 & 2 Bedroom family units • Queen size sealy beds • Self contained units • Tea & coffee facilities, toaster
• Licensed restaurant & bar • Internet access wireless or dial-up • Free Austar satellite multi channel TV • Refrigerator, microwave
• LCD TVs with DVD players • Reverse cycled air conditioning • Saltwater pool & BBQ area • Seniors & Auto Club discounts
• Coach & tour groups welcomed • Coach / trailer parking • Group, weekly & long stay rates
• All meals available • Contract workers most welcome •
AAA rated
77 Quintin Street Roma Phone: 07 4622 2566 Fax: 07 4622 3606 Email: kingsmotorinn@bigpond.com

&
LICENSED

BEST WESTERN BUNGIL CREEK MOTEL
• WINNER - Best 4 Star Property - 2005 • Ultimate quality and comfort in Roma • Undercover parking
• Relax & enjoy resort style accommodation offering you those little extras • Fabulous modern restaurant and bar
• Hi-tech conference facilities available • Broadband internet access and cable TV • King Spa Rooms
• Loyalty points offered - Fly Buys, Qantas Frequent Flyers, Best Western GCCI • Fantastic weekend specials
• 100m from The Big Rig Tourist Centre
5-7 Bowen Street, Roma Freecall: 1800 773 180 (reservations only) Phone: 07 4624 2200 Fax: 07 4622 2015

Motel Carnarvon
• 10 Four Star Self-Contained One & Two Bedroom Apartments
• 20 Three Star Plus Motel Units • Undercover parking
• Queen Beds • Quiet Reverse Cycle Split Air Conditioners
• Austar - 14 TV Channels • Pool • Spa • Broadband
• Licensed • Evening meals to unit • Opposite Bowls Club
• 1km north of KFC on road to Carnarvon Gorge
18 Northern (Injune) Road, Roma Phone: 1800 621 155
Fax: 07 4622 4147 Email: info@motelcarnarvon.com.au
Web: www.motelcarnarvon.com.au

Roma Mid-Town Motor Inn
Quiet off highway location, 19 Ground Floor Units, all
non-smoking. Dinner served to your room Monday to Thursday,
breakfast 7 days. Austar, reverse cycle air conditioning and salt
water pool. 250 metres from town centre.
41 Hawthorne Street, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 2416 Email: romamidtown@bigpond.com
Fax: 07 4622 2419 Web: www.romamidtown.com.au

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Mandalay Motel
The place to stay is the Mandalay
• 23 ground floor units • 4 family units
• Queen size beds in all units • Guests laundry
• Reverse cycle air conditioning • Non smoking rooms available
• Evening meals: Monday - Thursday
• Satellite TV in all units • Swimming pool
• Guests laundrywalking distance to most facilities
• Real Country Hospitality

bottle tree gardens motel

39 Quintin Street, Roma
Reservations Phone: 1800 069 698 Fax: 07 4622 2692

22 Bowen Street, Roma Email: btgm@bigpond.com
Phone: 07 4622 6111 Fax: 07 4622 6499

Roma motel

Roma Aussie Tourist Park

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

25 ground floor units
All air conditioned-reverse cycle
Undercover parking
200m to town centre
Laundry
Double glazed windows at front
Home cooked evening meals

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Austar all units
Ample heavy vehicle parking
D/dial phones & fax available
Fridge, coffee & tea
Electric blankets
Pool & BBQ
RACQ rated

A lovely clean, comfortable
motel, all units are
self-contained, there are
six spa units. The motel
is situated close to all government offices and 100 metres from
major shopping centre.

•
AAAT Rating • Family Parks of Australia Park
• Situated on the Warrego Highway at Eastern entry to Roma
• Camp kitchen and BBQ’s • Amenities and laundry facilities
• Self contained ensuite cabins with air-conditioning
• Motel and overnight vans available • Shady, level grass sites
• Walk to CBD and Information Centre

11 Bowen Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 2288
Fax: 07 4622 4723 Email: paul_lana@bigpond.com

6 Bowen Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 6464
Fax: 07 4622 6465 Email: romaussie@bigpond.com

Villa Holiday Park

Roma Big Rig Tourist Park

•
AAAT Rating • Big4 Park
• Self contained ensuite cabins • Quiet location
• Shady, ensuite, powered and drive thru sites
• Camp kitchen and BBQ’s • Swimming pool • Playground
• Adjacent to Winery and General Store • Dump point

•
AAAT Rating • Top Tourist Park
• Ideally located – opposite Tourist Information Centre and
walking distance to town • Amenities and laundry facilities
• Powered drive thru sites • Large motorhomes welcome
• Pets on application • Camp kitchen • Swimming Pool

65-67 Northern Road, Roma Email: villapk@bigpond.net.au
Phone: 07 4622 1309 Fax: 07 4622 1319 Toll Free: 1800 116 117
14

4 McDowall Street, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 2538 Fax: 07 4622 1277
Toll Free: 1800 222 535 Email: bigrigpark@hwy54.com.au
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Chapters of Roma

BAKEAROMA

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 1pm. Our café
serves the best coffee in town - come in & try our light
meals & sweet treats. Stocking a good range of:
• Travel books • Australiana • Latest releases
• Crime & science fiction
• Internet cafe

Coffee Shop and Bakery. Sit down and enjoy the
aroma and delights ranging from old fashioned
bread with no preservatives, no additives, no
sugar; or select from the counters - freshly made
sandwiches, rolls, fresh pies, pastries and cakes.

46 Wyndham Street, Roma (next to Target Country)
Phone/Fax: 07 4622 7222

63 McDowall Street, Roma
Phone 07 4622 4399 Fax 07 4622 4030

TARGET COUNTRY

Roma 1 Hour Photos

Trading Hours: Monday to Wednesday 8.30am – 5.30pm
Thursday 8.30am – 8.00pm
Friday 8.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday 8.30am – 5.00pm

A copy of those precious old photos NO NEGATIVES REQUIRED

50 Wyndham Street, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 1441 Fax: 07 4622 8409

Westlands Plaza Guardian Pharmacy
Wyndham Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 2270

KODAK IMAGE MAGIC

roma’s art gallery
• Paintings • Prints • Art Supplies • Coffee and Cake
Framing & Gallery
- Tina and Stefan Ossenberg
109 McDowall Street, Roma Phone/Fax: 07 4622 5118
Email: janalanframing@bigpond.com
Web: www.janalanframing.com.au

TAKE HOME A LOCAL TREASURE

Susie’s Gift’s Galore

• Eye-catching Cow Town Bags.
• Handcrafted woodwork using local timbers.
• Distinctive products made from limes native to
the area (Australian Desert Limes).
• As well as a range of other Roma and Big Rig Souvenirs.
• Open 7 days except Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

• Gifts
• Jewellery
• Homewares
• Gift cards • Mail orders
• Gift baskets available
28 Hawthorne Street, Roma Email: giftsgalore@hwy54.com.au
Phone: 4622 1220 Fax: 4622 4330 Mobile: 0429 635 387

2 Riggers Road, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 4355 Web: www.thebigrig.com.au

WESTLANDS PLAZA SHOPPING CENTRE
Convenient Air Conditioned Shopping Under One Roof
Trading Hours: Woolworths - 8am to 9pm weekdays & 8am to 5pm Saturdays
Specialty Stores - Open till 5pm weekdays & 12 midday Saturdays
Corner Warrego Highway & Wyndham Street, Roma

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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big rig cafe

signasaurus

Snacks - sandwiches - light meals - juice
- milkshakes - tea - the best coffee in the west
Open 9.30am - 4.30pm 7 days
Tour groups welcome - bookings essential

Professional signage with a difference
• Promotional products • Flat glass tinting
• Photo’s on canvas 1440 dpi
• Graphic design • Publishing, business cards, brochures etc
• Screenprinting/embroidery and clothing supply
• Trade qualified sign craftsman

Big Rig Complex, Riggers Road, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 4355 Fax: 07 4622 8687
Email: thebigrigroma@westnet.com.au

Phone: 4622 5100 Mobile: 0417 077 706
Email: sales@signasaurus.com Web: www.signasaurus.com

Kimlins Camping World

Roma Outdoors and Sports

• Swags • Fridges • Knives
• Tents • Fishing Gear
• Camping Furniture
• Sleeping Bags • Poly Tarps
• Gas Supplies • School Accessories

Call in and see us for:
• Fishing tackle, lures, yabby pots, rods, reels & knives
• Fold up chairs, stubby coolers, binoculars & Icy Tek eskies
• Shooting & ammunition supplies
• Recreational sporting equipment
Specialists in: firearms, ammunition, fishing & sporting equipment

78 McDowall Street, Roma Phone/Fax: 07 4622 1327
Email: kimlinscampingworld@bigpond.com

Shop 5/56 Wyndham Street, Roma
Phone: 07 4622 5555 Mobile: 0428 538 755

Roma Gas Supplies

Roma Betta Electrical

Sales, services and repairs of
• Gas hot water systems
• Gas stoves • Gas fridges
• Gas camping equipment
• GAS REFILLS

• Engel Car Refrigerators
• Digital Cameras and Camcorders
• Next G Pre-paid Phones • CD’s and DVD’s
• Portable In-car Entertainment
• Car Navigation Systems • Large Range of Accessories

28 Hawthorne Street Roma Email: romagas@hwy54.com.au
Phone: 07 4622 1220 Fax: 07 4622 4330

52 McDowall Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 4631
Fax: 07 4622 4632 Email: sales.swd@westnet.com.au

AMOR MOTORS

Roma Tyre and Battery Service

For all servicing and repairs
• Hand/Log Book Servicing • We can service your new
vehicle while under manufacturer’s warranty
• Repairs to: Brakes and clutch; Steering and suspension;
4WD servicing and repairs • Caravan and trailer repairs

We carry a supply of tyres to
suit most applications. We
sell Century Batteries and
can supply most brands of
tyres but specialize in the Goodyear brand.

82 Wyndham Street, Roma - opposite Commonwealth Hotel
Phone: 07 4622 2007 Dan Dawes: 0428 314 028

78 Charles Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 5445
AH: 4622 5115 UHF Channel 4 Mobile: 0427 133 640

Roma Communications

Advance Communications

• Satellite phones
• Mobile phones and accessories
• Home phones
• Car kits, patch leads, antennas and more.
• Satellite phones for hire
SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

• Two way radio - UHF - VHF - HF
• Satellite television
• Telephone & computer cabling
• Satellite telephones
• PA equipment
• Sales • Service • Installations • Hire equipment

1/110 Raglan Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 2337

Roma Computer Centre
Internet Cafe - Sales - Service - Support

72 Wyndham Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 5300
16

86 Miscamble Street, Roma Phone: 07 4622 5223
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Yuleba and Surrounds

The Long Paddock, Western Downs

Yuleba
Yuleba was involved in the very last scheduled Cobb & Co run on 16 August 1924,
when the coach ran from Surat to Yuleba. You can retrace this journey during the
dry weather and if you do, be sure to keep an eye out for the native wells dug by
Aboriginal people many years ago (20km south of Yuleba).
m Visit the Cobb & Co mural.
m Go swimming, birdwatching, camping or fishing at Judd’s Lagoon and old
Yuleba (access via Moongool Rd, 5km south-east of Yuleba).

Wallumbilla
Wallumbilla and Yuleba
all lay on the Warrego
Highway between
Miles and Roma.

Be sure to visit the Calico Cottage for refreshments when travelling through
Wallumbilla, it’s part of the Visitor Information Centre. Discover local heritage at the
Wallumbilla Heritage Centre. Entry is free to see the static displays, local artefacts
and photos. Also be sure to keep an eye out for a monument to an Aboriginal
legend at Pickanjinnie, between Wallumbilla and Roma.

Petrified wood and
agates can be found
when fossicking
throughout this area.

Rural Serenity, Western Downs

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Miles and Surrounds

Miles Historical Village

Miles was originally named Dogwood Crossing and was established on a track
blazed by the explorer, Ludwig Leichhardt in 1844. Miles’ big attraction is aptly
named Dogwood Crossing @ Miles. Marvel at the amazing seven metre tall bottle
trees that form a stunning colonnade down the centre of the building. When lit up
at night, these trees are truly magnificent. Inside, Dogwood Crossing is a place to
relax and explore the colourful tales, local life stories, the incredible feats and epic
events which have made the region the place it is today. Discover the tales of flood
and drought in the amazing water wall, flowing through the building. Watch and
listen to the stories told by the locals themselves through the captivating
recordings on the oral history electronic quilt.

Miles and the surrounding
district is known for spring
wildflowers, the invention
of the Condamine Bell
and it’s well preserved
pioneering history.
Found 215km west of
Toowoomba, at the
junction of the Warrego
Highway and Leichhardt
Highway, Miles is a vibrant
rural township with an
active arts and cultural
community.
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The Miles Historical Village is another big talking point amongst all who have
travelled this way before. Here you literally step back into history when you explore
the many buildings within this turn-of-the-century village. There are more than 30
buildings, including a hospital, café, bank, post office and bakery. In addition to
these buildings, you’ll find a number of other fantastic displays. You’ll see the
amazing shell collection – it’s one of the largest privately owned collections in
Australia. There is also the world class lapidary display, including many fine
examples of local petrified wood. The extensive collection of war uniforms and
memorabilia in the War Museum is a big attraction on its own. The Visitor
Information Centre is located at the Historical Village.
Also inside is the library, an A class regional art gallery and IT centre. View the high
quality art exhibitions on display throughout the year or use the computer
database to reveal the entire wealth of local talent. Public internet access is
available. Once outside, enjoy the beautiful landscaped picnic area and gardens.
The area features local native plants and a playground for children.
Explore the wonders of Miles and the surrounding towns on a self drive tour. Tour
brochures are available from Dogwood Crossing and the Visitor Information
Centre. The Dogwood Creek walking track is also a relaxing way to explore the
native flora and fauna around Miles.
Every second year in September, The Beef, Bells and Bottle Tree Festival
celebrations are held in Miles, coinciding with the anniversary of the Miles
Historical Village and the beginning of the wildflower season.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Unique Experiences
Visit the Miles Historical Village.
Visit Dogwood Crossing @ Miles.
Pick up a brochure and set out on a self drive tour.

MILES Town

Follow a wildflower trail during spring.
Picnic at Gil Weir on Dogwood Creek.
Go fishing on the Condamine River or Dogwood Creek.
See the rare deep pink waterlillies at Chinaman’s Lagoon
in summer.

Where to Stay
Miles Outback Motel
11 Murilla Street, Miles
07 4627 2100
milesoutbackmotel@hotmail.com
Nelgai Farm Bed and Breakfast
Redmarley Road, Condamine
07 4627 7124
nelgai@redzone.com.au
Starline Motor Inn
97 Murilla Street, Miles
07 4627 1322
starlinemotorinn@bigpond.com
Condamine Hotel
Condamine River Caravan Park
Dulacca Hotel
Columboola Country
Golden West Motor Inn
Hotel Australia
Miles Caravan Park
Miles Crossroads Caravan Park
Miles Windsor Hotel / Motel
Possum Park
Queensland Hotel

Events and Festivals
February
Dogwood Races, Miles

07 4627 1492

May
Miles Show, Miles

07 4627 1492

September
Beef, Bells and Bottle Trees Festival, Miles 07 4628 5566
Country Music Spectacular, Miles

07 4627 2900

October
Condamine Rodeo, Condamine

07 4627 1492

Miles Rodeo, Miles

07 4627 1492

Dulacca Rodeo, Dulacca

07 4627 1492

december
Murilla Arts and Craft Spectacular, Miles

07 4628 5566

ALL YEAR
Dogwood Crossings Regional Art Gallery has six to eight
exhibitions each year, featuring both local and touring
works. 07 4628 5566 www.dogwoodcrossing@murilla.com

www.danproud.biz

Farming surrounds, Miles

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Condamine
Condamine is famous for the invention of the Condamine or
Bullfrog Bell. Designed to be hung from the necks of
working bullocks, the bells ensured the stockmen were able
to locate their cattle when left to roam and graze. Stockmen
were even able to determine the distance of a bullock by the
sound of its bell. Learn more of this history when you stop
to read the inscription on the side of the large replica bell in
Bell Park.
Condamine is rugby mad with no less than three
rugby teams... no mean feat for a town with 85
residents! Drop in to watch one of the Condamine Cods
weekend matches. Surrounding Condamine are many
feedlots and a freshwater fish farm. Book ahead at the
Condamine Hotel for a tour of these properties.

Drillham
Once a thriving metropolis, Drillham was closely linked to
the railway. A railway weir on the creek provided water for
steam locomotives. Today a variety of quality grain crops
and some of Australia’s best livestock are produced here.

Fishing on the Condamine River

Dulacca
The town was established with the coming of the railway in
1879 and is named after Dulacca Station nearby. This is
the site of the first push to eradicate the menace prickly
pear, spurred on by the government’s reward of 40,000ha of
land to whoever could restore their land to its original state.
The town’s hotel, known as the ‘Waterhole on the Hill’,
dates back to 1908.

DOGWOOD CROSSING @ MILES
Dogwood Crossing @ Miles is home to our Art Gallery, Library, IT Centre and Social History and is open 7 days a week.
A great place to relax while exploring the colourful tales, local life stories, the incredible feats and epic events, which have made the
region the place it is today.
Audio and visual productions tell the history of floods and droughts as told by locals.
• Local Stories • Library • ‘A’ Class Art Gallery • IT Centre
Cnr Leichhardt and Warrego Highways, Miles
Phone: 07 4628 5566 Fax: 07 4627 1844 Email: dogwoodcrossing@murilla.qld.gov.au Web: www.dogwoodcrossing.com
20
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miles historical village

NELGAI FARM B&B

• Historical village • The finest private sea shell collection
• “Dogwood crossing” - early street of shops and other buildings
• Magnificent lapidary display • Artesian basin centre
• War museum • Catering for groups by arrangement
• Visitors information centre
Open daily 8am to 5pm. Closed Christmas Day.

Be adventurous – leave the coast and head west 41/2 hours to a cattle
property with abundant kangaroos, emus, wallabies, frogs and echidnas
around the homestead and bird life on the Arubial lagoon, property
tour, bushwalking, photography, painting or relax on the verandah or
under Coolabah tree by the billabong watching wildlife and wonderful
sunsets drinking tea from the original – “fastest quart pot in the west!”
Wild lime ice cream another Nelgai speciality.
Discover the history of the area and local attractions.

Warrego Highway, Miles Phone/Fax: 07 4627 1492

Nelgai, Condamine Phone: 07 4627 7124 Mobile: 0427 958 018
Email: nelgai@bigpond.com Web: www.nelgai.com

Starline Motor Inn

Condamine Hotel/MOTEL

The best value for Miles around
• 22 newly refurbished reverse cycle air conditioned units
• Fully licensed with Austar • RSL/Memorial Club at rear gate
• Queen beds • Wireless broadband • All units on ground floor
• Evening meals to units • Large private saltwater pool
• Ample parking for coaches, boats and trailers.

• A famous pub at the home of the Condamine Bell

97 Murilla Street, Miles Web: www.starlinemotorinn.com
Phone: 07 4627 1322 Email: starlinemotorinn@bigpond.com

Wambo Street, Condamine
Phone: 07 4627 7219 Fax: 07 4627 7003

• 13 air-conditioned motel units
• Great steaks and good times on the banks of the Condamine
• The Condamine Bell Hotel.

Warrego Highway
The Warrego Highway is a 744km fully sealed stretch of highway
that leads you from the Queensland capital, Brisbane, through the
fertile Lockyer Valley, up and over the Great Dividing Range, across
the Darling Downs, through the Western Downs and into the
Outback town of Charleville.
Along the way, you can see ancient trees from the dinosaur age,
endangered mammals, unwind in the soothing waters from the sub
artesian basin, delight in tales told over country bars or just relax
and enjoy the brilliant sunsets and starry nights and this is to name
just a few.
You could accomplish the drive in eight hours but that would mean
you would miss meeting the locals and seeing the sites and scenes
that the tales of the outback are made from.
For more information visit www.driveqld.com.au

www.danproud.biz

Chinchilla Visitor Information Centre, located on the
Warrego Highway

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Chinchilla and Surrounds

www.danproud.biz

Warrego Highway, Chinchilla

Chinchilla produces 25% of all Australia’s watermelons and to celebrate the town
hosts the nationally recognisable Melon Festival. This event is colourful and fun,
celebrating all things melon! The festival attracts people of all ages and includes
farm tours, family entertainment, fireworks and popular melon events such as
melon skiing, pip spitting and melon bungee. The Melon Festival is held every two
years, the next being February 2009.
Fossickers from all around the world come in search of the famous “Chinchilla
Red” petrified wood. Enjoy the thrill of discovery at one of the three fossicking
areas. Once cut and polished, this extremely hard stone reveals a unique beauty
and infinite variety of patterns. Before you head out on a fossicking adventure
make sure you collect your licence from the Visitor Information Centre.
Turn off the Warrego Highway and over the railway overpass to admire the
beautiful tree-lined main street of Chinchilla. The Cultural Centre is the pride of the
street, with its award winning design and inbuilt cinema, library and the White
Gums Art Gallery. Take time to sit back and relax at one of the popular cafés
before exploring the quaint country shops for that something special.

Chinchilla is the melon
capital of Australia.
An easy 169km drive
west of Toowoomba,
located on the Warrego
Highway, Chinchilla
and the surrounding
region is renowned for
petrified wood fossicking,
fishing, bushwalking and
camping.
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Well worth a visit, is the Chinchilla Historical Museum. The impressive
“Wongongera Cottage” is a must see, while other buildings such as the Old Jail
and Schoolhouse offer an insight into the colourful past. See Emerson’s steam
driven sawmill, the excellent display of petrified wood and the prickly pear exhibit
– telling the story of how this pest was eradicated.
The explorer, Ludwig Leichhardt passed through the area in October 1844 and a
monument has been erected in his honour opposite the Visitor Information Centre.
For a further glimpse into Chinchilla’s history, wander through the neighbouring
Pioneer Cemetery, which has headstones dating back to 1892.
Chinchilla is fortunate to have two excellent spots for relaxation, BBQ lunches and
birdwatching. Close to the heart of town, Charleys Creek Riverside Park has
pleasant walkways and a children’s playground. Alternatively, the Chinchilla Weir, a
popular spot for watersports, is just a five minute drive from town. Sunsets can be
especially rewarding experiences for photographers.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Chinchilla’s sporting lifestyle is well highlighted by a number
of first rate recreational facilities, including golf, tennis,
bowls, cricket, swimming, rugby league and much more.
The unique country atmosphere can be experienced at one
of the many equestrian events such as country race
meetings, polocrosse carnivals and the Grandfather Clock
Campdraft, a traditional three day event held in October,
each year.

CHINCHILLA Town

Fishing enthusiasts can throw a line in at many spots along
the Condamine River. Fingerlings are released each year to
ensure a continuous supply of fish. A map and further
information can be obtained at the Visitor Information
Centre.
The Boonarga Cactoblastis Memorial Hall, just 12km east
of Chinchilla, was erected to commemorate the eradication
of the prickly pear menace and interpretative signs beside
the shelter tell this amazing story in further detail.
The Kogan Creek Power Station, Australia’s most modern
and environmentally friendly, is clearly visible from the
Warrego Highway east of Chinchilla. Read about the
important stages of converting coal to electricity at the
viewing area, where you can appreciate the enormity of the
project.
There are seven “Tourist Drives” all which offer different
experiences. Nature lovers can adore the amazing array of
wildlife and flora, while history buffs can spend hours of
endless enjoyment at the various significant landmarks,
which are often highlighted by interpretative signs.

Unique Experiences
Attend the Chinchilla Melon Festival and learn how to
melon ski, pip spit and melon bungee. Witness the
incredible Melon Weigh In – the current record set at
the 2007 Melon Festival, was a staggering 87 kilograms!
Fossick for petrified wood.
Enjoy fishing and water activities at the Weir.
Visit the Chinchilla Historical Museum and view the
magnificent display of petrified wood.
Visit the exhibitions at the White Gums Art Gallery.
Travel one of the seven Tourist Drives – specifically
targeted to your own interests.
Visit the Kogan Creek Power Station Viewing Platform.
Take the Barakula Drive (Drive 4) to see the longest
man-made object in the world – the Dingo Barrier Fence.
Photographers will delight in discovering the Chinchilla
White Gum. This striking species of Eucalypt can be
found in various locations on the Burncluith / Pelican
Drive.

www.danproud.biz

Read about singer / songwriter Pete Murray and George
Miller, producer of Mad Max, Babe and Happy Feet, who
both grew up in Chinchilla. Their stories can be found on
interpretative signage in the main street.

Petrified Wood Fossicking, Chinchilla

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Where to Stay

Events and Festivals

Acacia Motel
96 Glasson Street, Chinchilla
07 4662 1379
info@acaciamotel.com

February
Chinchilla Melon Festival (2009)

March
Easter Saturday Markets

Bimbimbi / Little Hollow Farm Stay
Green Swamp Road, Chinchilla
07 4665 8289
littlehollow1486@yahoo.com.au

07 4668 9564

Chinchilla State School Celebration (2008)

April

Central Motor Inn
131 Heeney Street, Chinchilla
07 4669 1100
clubchin@bigpond.net.au

Brigalow State School Centenary (2008)

07 4665 7552

Chinchilla Glider Competition (2008)

0408 193 337

Chinchilla Races

0419 025 833

May

Chinchilla Mobile Park
Park Street (Wondai Road), Chinchilla
07 4662 7314
chinchillamp@bigpond.com

Rotary May Festival

07 4665 1488

Chinchilla Annual Show

07 4662 7893

June
Australian Stock Horse Show

The Laurels of Chinchilla B&B
15 Warrego Highway, Chinchilla
07 4669 1021
thelaurelsbnb@trublue.net.au

07 4665 4137

September

White Gums Motor Inn
Cnr Warrego Highway and King Street, Chinchilla
07 4669 1560
whitegumsmotorinn@bigpond.com

State Polocrosse Championship

0417 783 593

Arts in the Park

07 4662 7634

Brigalow Bush Carnival

07 4665 2190

October
The Grandfather Clock Campdraft

07 4165 8192

November

Barakula Motel, Chinchilla

Chinchilla Races

0419 025 833

Chinchilla Great Western Motor Inn, Chinchilla

Lions Mardi Gras

07 4662 7266

Chinchilla Palms Motor Inn, Chinchilla

December
Chinchilla Cup

Commercial Hotel / Motel, Chinchilla

MONTHLY EVENTS

Cypress Pines Caravan Park, Chinchilla

White Gums Gallery exhibitions

Barakula State Forest
Barakula State Forest, situated to the north of Chinchilla
deserves its reputation as being one of the most outstanding
wildflower areas in Queensland. The ideal time to visit this
area is late winter to spring, when many flowers are in bloom,
providing it’s a good season.
The popular Barakula Forestry Drive is the best way to
experience the forestry. You can visit many historic
landmarks, such as the mysterious “Guymers baby” grave,
the Dingo Barrier Fence and its sonic deterrent and the site
of Australia’s first oil bore. Even outside wildflower season,
you will see an amazing variety of flora, including cypress
pines, the stately spotted gum and the incredible hairy oak.
It is essential to check on the conditions and to obtain a
suitable map and brochure from the Visitor Information
Centre before entering the forest. It is also necessary to find
out which roads are currently open to vehicles.
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0419 025 833

Markets at Visitor Information Centre

Brigalow
Dominated by the huge grain silos, Brigalow sits 20km to the
east of Chinchilla on the Warrego Highway. The town offers a
pleasant park and general store. Nearby attractions include
the Kogan Creek Power Station, Boonarga Cactoblastis Hall
and the Brigalow Luthern Cemetery.

Kogan
Drop in and have a peaceful time at Kogan, a tiny town
situated 47km south-east of Chinchilla on the Condamine
Highway. When you arrive, take a break in the delightful
park, complete with picnic facilities. The Kogan Hotel which
was the home to artist Hugh Sawrey’s original mural
paintings, is a great place to visit.

www.westerndownsholidays.info

Café Arabica
• Licensed Café / Restaurant • Indoor or Alfresco Dining
• Wide range of coffees • Extensive & Varied Menu
• Dine in or Takeaway • Open 7 Days:
Mon – Thurs 8.30am – 8.30pm Friday 8.30am – 9.30pm
Saturday 8.00am – 9.30pm Sunday 8.00am – 3.00pm
Kitchen closes for meals an hour earlier
Shop 4, Chinchilla Central
44 Middle Street, Chinchilla Phone: 07 4662 8121

chinchilla museum

Simply Indulgent Coffee Lounge

A visit to Chinchilla’s Museum will take you back in time via
the petrifed wood story and a stroll through the Jurassic like
garden. A wander around the vast grounds will enable you to
experience Chinchilla’s progress through the years.

For that old fashioned experience, indulge in our hospitality
for the best coffee and cake in town and delicious homemade
meals. Relax in our shaded courtyard and soak up the
atmosphere or browse through the antiques, collectable
and exquisite giftware.

Chinchilla Historical Society
Open Wed - Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm

116 Heeney Street, Chinchilla
Phone/Fax: 07 4669 1408

Villiers Street, Chinchilla Phone: 07 4662 7014

White Gums Motor Inn

Chinchilla Mobile Park
•
AAAT Rating
• Self-contained ensuite cabins
• Powered sites – grass and shady
• Motel rooms • Tent sites • Dump point
• Amenities and laundry facilities • Camp kitchen and BBQ’s
Park Street (Wondai Road), Chinchilla Phone: 07 4662 7314
Fax: 07 4662 7248 Email: chinchillamp@bigpond.com

• Quality
accommodation, centrally located a few
minutes walk to all facilities in Chinchilla • Local owner/operator
• Newest motel in Chinchilla • Opposite visitor information centre
• Free austar & broadband • 16 ground floor non-smoking units
• Undercover parking • Room service meals - 7 days
• Liquor license • Catering for the traveller & businessperson
Cnr Warrego Highway and King Street, Chinchilla
Phone: 07 4669 1560 Fax: 07 4669 1215
Email: whitegumsmotorinn@bigpond.com

Chinchilla RSL Memorial Club
Bar and Gaming Lounge Open 7 days a week ( Mon – Thurs 10.00am – 10.00pm – till 1.00am on Fridays;
12.00 midnight on Saturdays and till 7.00pm on Sundays). Bistro Open Mon – Sat (12.00noon – 2.00pm Lunch;
6.00pm – 8.00pm Dinner – till 8.30pm Fri & Sat). Coffee Shop Open Mon – Sat (10.00am – 8.00pm – till 8.30pm Fri & Sat).
Milne Bay Gaming Lounge features thirty of the latest gaming machines. Keno.
Three Air-Conditioned well appointed function rooms – available for business functions, parties and wedding receptions.
61 Heeney Street, Chinchilla Phone: 07 4662 7196 Fax: 07 4662 8460 Email: chinrsl@bigpond.net.au

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Wandoan and Surrounds
Wandoan
Wandoan, or is it Juandah? The town began when Juandah Station was selected in
1853. A number of local buildings, including the Juandah Hotel Motel, kept true to
the original township name, despite the name being changed to Wandoan in 1926.

Unique Experiences
Follow the local Heritage Trail, leading to 23 points of interest.
Visit the Juandah Historical Site.
Enjoy the restful Waterloo Plains Environmental Park with its lakes, picnic areas
and water birds.

Wandoan primarily
produces cattle and wheat
and like all good wheat
towns, the skyline is
dominated by a railhead
and towering grain silos.
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Fossick for petrified tree fern.

Gulugaba
The only store fronts the Leichhardt Highway and provides groceries, Devonshire
teas, newspapers and some tourist information.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Great Inland Way
Travelling along the Great Inland
Way you can experience inland
fishing at its best, see unique emu
egg carvings, visit several wineries
and even have a beer in the famous
Nindigully Pub. As you travel further
along the highway, be sure to stop
at Wallam Creek in Bollon to spot a
koala or two and then visit Hebel,
the location where the infamous
Kelly Gang bushrangers resided.
Then there’s Surat’s Cobb & Co
Changing Station Complex where
you can learn about days gone by.
And on your way to Canarvon
National Park, make sure to stay in
Roma, a friendly country town with
bottle tree-lined streets, the first site
where oil and gas were discovered
in Australia.
For more information visit
www.greatinlandway.org.au

www.danproud.biz

Cobb & Co Changing Station, Surat

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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St George and Surrounds

www.danproud.biz

Balonne River, St George

The name St George was bestowed upon the site when Sir Thomas Mitchell and
his party made a crossing of the Balonne River on St George’s Day, 23rd April
1846. Today St George is a town where visitors find themselves drawn
to the Balonne River, with water as ‘the bread’ of this town – the source for work,
rest and play!
Indulge in scenic walks along the river parkland. For travellers towing a boat, a
ramp is located in town or at Beardmore Dam. Beardmore Dam and Jack Taylor
Weir are also among the favoured spots to picnic and to fish for yellowbelly
and murray cod. For the keen birdwatcher, the river also attracts an abundance of
birdlife.

St George and the
surrounding towns offer
a surprisingly diverse
experience – so make plans
to stay a while! Here you can
experience inland fishing at
its best, see unique emu egg
carvings, visit Queensland’s
most western winery and
have a beer in Australia’s
best pub, the Nindigully Pub.
Situated on the Great Inland
Way (195km south of Roma)
St George and surrounds
are known for cotton,
wool, beef and horticulture
industries.
28

Don’t leave town without seeing the Unique Egg, a collection of hand carved
illuminated emu eggs, situated at the Balonne Sports Store. This collection is
the work of Steve Margaritis and his daughter Panorea, whose carvings depict
some of Australia’s greatest moments.
At Riversands Vineyards, Queensland’s most western winery, you can enjoy
some fine wines and delicious liqueurs, as well as gifts with a difference, such
as the limited edition Senator Barnaby Joyce ‘Boots’ (port filled ceramic boots).
Treat yourself to a coffee and cake or a delicious cheese platter and glass of wine
in the outdoor café. You’re sure to get a laugh out of their unique jams, including
the popular “Drunken Grape Orgy”. Try some award winning wines and learn
about the history and characters of the region from entertaining wine labels.
Appreciate the town’s history from another angle – from inside the town’s
old original jail! It’s located at the Heritage Centre alongside a blacksmith’s
workshop with fascinating items from the past.
Visitors to St George comment on the ‘prettiness’ of the town. Beautiful
trees line the streets, with Bauhinias and Jacarandas painting the town white
and purple.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

ST GEORGE Town

Bollon
The township of Bollon is situated on the banks of
picturesque Wallam Creek. The small community is a place
of friendly and helpful country people.
m See the large population of koalas living along Wallam
Creek.
m Visit Rosehill Aviaries – the most complete collection of
parrots in Australia.
m Thrushton National Park is accessible 60km north of
Bollon via dirt roads. Permits are required and be
prepared to camp totally self sufficiently.

Unique Experiences
Picnic at Beardmore Dam.

m Walter Austin Park and Rayner Place are lovely spots
for a picnic.

Stop and see the Aboriginal rockwells along the Moonie
and Barwon Highways.

m Stop at the Bollon Heritage and Craft Centre.

Enjoy wine tasting at Riversands Vineyard.
Visit the Heritage Centre and Aboriginal Bush Tucker
Garden.
Spot wildlife along the riverside walk, stopping to see
Jack Taylor Weir and Mitchell’s monument and WW2
Pilot’s Monument.
Visit the Unique Egg - it has to be seen to be believed.
Take a scenic flight over the Balonne River and
surrounding agricultural area.

Thallon
The first school in Thallon was set up in a tent in August
1911 and two interesting murals exist at the school.
Camping is available with amenities at the Recreation
Grounds in Thallon or self contained travellers are welcome
to overnight at Barney’s Beach.
m See the painted murals.
m Take a walk into the old railway station (Mon-Thurs).

Mungindi

m See Bullamon Homestead (Est. 1860’s), an early
Cobb & Co changeover station.

If you’re wondering why there are two police stations in
Mungindi you’ll be relieved to know that this is the only town
in Australia that is separated by a state border, yet has one
name! This means that two state governments and two
councils cooperate to keep this little town running!
m Discover fishing and picnic spots on the Barwon River.
m Visit the Racecourse Hotel.
m Visit the one ton post, placed in 1881 by John Cameron,
believed to be the largest wooden survey peg in the world!
m The Biennial Mungindi Music Festival held on the
October long weekend 2009.

Hebel
There are many theories on the derivation of the town’s
name. It was originally known as Kelly’s Point and changed
to Hebel in the early 1880’s.
m Plan a stop at the Hebel Hotel – well worth a visit!
m The crafty Yum Yum Cottage is a surprising gourmet
delight in this isolated community.
m Visit the Hebel Store which was one of the original
1890’s dance halls.

m Camp at the ‘Barneys Beach’ recreation grounds on
the Moonie River.

Dirranbandi
The site of Dirranbandi was surveyed and named in 1885,
the name has several slightly different meanings, the most
popular being “Frogs croaking in a swap at night”.
m Railway Park is the hub of the town, visit the Rural
Transaction Centre, the Station Master’s Office built in
1913 and the Old Station Master’s Residence.
m Take the time to stroll the Centennial Walk, a display of
mosaic tiles depicting the history of the town.
m Arrange a free tour through the Sisters of St Joseph
Hostel, at the Dirranbandi Caravan Park.
m Visit Jack Dwyer Park on the Balonne Minor River.
m Visit the Culgoa Floodplains National Park for birdwatching. Permits required and be prepared to camp
totally self sufficient.

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Where to Stay
Andaar Bed and Breakfast
184 The Terrace, St George
07 4625 3071
ebehrend@bigpond.net.au
Jacaranda Country Motel
78-80 Grey Street, St George
07 4625 1011
pamdav@bigpond.com
Nindigully Pub
Sternes Street, Nindigully
07 4625 9637
hummerburns@hotmail.com
Riverland Motor Inn
72 Victoria Street, St George
07 4625 1229
info@riverlandmotorinn.com.au
Australian Hotel Motel, St George

Riversands Vineyards, St George

Events and Festivals

Balonne Motel, St George

JANUARY
Nindigully New Years Fireworks Spectacular, Nindigully

Bollon Hotel, Bollon
07 4625 9637

February
Nindigully B&S Ball, Nindigully

07 4620 8888

Begonia Homestead, St George

Cobb and Co Hotel, St George
Cotton Cottages, St George
Dirranbandi Caravan Park,
Dirranbandi

March
Hebel Campdraft, Hebel

07 4625 0920

April
Dirranbandi Show, Dirranbandi

07 4625 0856

Dirranbandi Fishing Competition, Dirranbandi

07 4620 7476

Easter in the Vineyard, Riversands Vineyards, St George

07 4625 3643

May
St George Show, St George

07 4620 8877

The Boolba Wool and Craft Show, Boolba

07 4625 7332

June
Open Golf Carnival, St George

07 4625 3506

July
Cotton Cup Race Day, St George

07 4620 8877

Merino Motor Inn, St George

Mungindi Cup Race Day, Mungindi

02 6756 5169

September
Jazz in Boots, Riversands Vineyards, St George
St George Fishing Challenge, St George

Pelican Rest Tourist Park,
St George

07 4625 3643
07 4625 3636

Dirranbandi Motor Inn, Dirranbandi

Hebel Hotel, Hebel
Hebel Store and Caravan Park,
Hebel
Hotel Francis, Thallon
Kapunda Fishing Park, St George

Racecourse Hotel, Mungindi
Riverview Hotel / Motel, St George

OCTOBER
Biennial Mungindi Art Show and Music Festival, Mungindi

02 6753 2215

December
Carols on the Balonne, St George

07 4620 8877

Twilight Markets, St George

07 4620 8333

30

Dirran Pub Hotel / Motel,
Dirranbandi
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St George Caravan Park, St George
St George Hotel / Motel, St George
Victoria Cottage, St George

Adventure Way
Retrace the tracks of Cobb & Co, the first people movers of the
outback, as you traverse the unique and fascinating Adventure Way.
Bitumen roads now replace the rutted tracks once taken by horse
drawn coaches, enabling even those in a two-wheel drive to
experience the richness of this route. The rewards are spectacular vivid sunrises and sunsets, night skies with millions of stars sprinkled
across the heavens. It will take your breath away.
The Adventure Way takes you from Queensland’s
richest grain and cotton producing area, Dalby,
through brigalow and belah belts to the outback plains
where mulga lines the road tinged orange from the
surrounding sandy soils. The mulga slowly gives way
to a treeless gibber landscape and Queensland meets
South Australia.

www.stgeorgeqld.com
The local website with
information on accommodation,
general services, industry,
events, surrounding towns
information and business index.

For further information visit www.adventureway.com.au

Phone: 07 46259159
Email: dunkerrysouth@bigpond.com

Riversands Vineyards

Nindigully Pub

Drop into Queensland’s most Western Winery for :
• Free wine tasting • Outdoor café - try our
scones with grape jam & cream • Take home
some great gifts including the port filled pottery
Condamine Bell & Boots • Open 7 days per week.

Established in 1864, the hotel is now believed to hold one of
the longest continual licenses in Queensland. You can’t beat
this for a classic outback-style pub with riverside fishing right
out the front.
• Free camping and showers • Accommodation available
• Restaurant with resident chef • New Years Eve fireworks festival

Whytes Road, St George (3km from town centre)
Phone: 07 4625 3643 Web: www.riversandswines.com

Sternes Street, Nindigully
Phone: 07 4625 9637 Email: hummerburns@hotmail.com

RiverLand Motor Inn
• St. George’s newest and multi award winning motel • Outback Motel of the year (HMAA) 2004, 2005, 2006
• River’s Restaurant, Restaurant & Catering Best Hotel/Motel Restaurant on the Darling Downs & State Finalist 2007
• 26 Luxury units • 3 Family units • Large Salt water pool
• Wireless and Dial up internet access • Free Austar • Split System Air Conditioning
72 Victoria Street, St George
Reservations Phone: 1800 001 899 Phone: 4625 1229 Fax: 4625 1227 Web: www.riverlandmotorinn.com.au

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Surat and Surrounds

www.danproud.biz

Riverside Parklands, Surat

Surat comes as a pleasant surprise to people travelling through. If it’s not one of
your scheduled stops, it’s sure to become one when you come upon the town’s
quaint main street.

Surat and surrounds is
an ideal place to enjoy a
little country relaxation.
A midway point on the
Great Inland Way, between
Roma (78km north) and
St George (116km south)
Surat is a great place for a
stop over. This area offers
a fascinating insight into
the days when Cobb & Co
coaches ruled the roads.
Surat holds an important
place in history, as the very
last scheduled Cobb & Co
coach travelled from Surat
to Yuleba in 1924.
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The main talking point is the Cobb & Co Changing Station. In days gone by
the building served as a Cobb & Co Store and a ‘drop off’ point for Cobb & Co
coach travellers and goods. Now the building is home to the Cobb & Co Store
Museum, where ever-changing displays depict the lifestyles of yesteryear. Also on
display is a 14 seater Cobb & Co coach. The Balonne River Gallery, also within
the complex, exhibits the works of local artists and travelling exhibitions. Although
only opened in 1997, the gallery has had a diverse schedule of exhibitions and
been fortunate enough to have featured works by very talented artists such as
Russell Drysdale, John Olsen, William Robinson, Fred Williams, Kenneth McQueen
and the list goes on.
The highlight for many visitors to the Cobb & Co Changing Station is the Window
to the Balonne Aquarium, a 25,000 litre freshwater fish aquarium. You’ll see
murray cod, yellowbelly and many other freshwater fish species which live in the
Western Downs river systems.
Try your luck at catching these species along the Balonne River. The Fishing and
Restocking Club regularly restock Surat’s gorgeous stretch of the Balonne River
with murray cod and yellowbelly fingerlings. Free camping is available on the
banks of the Balonne (within the Fishing & Restocking Club Park), while the
Warroo Bridge south of Surat is another great spot to drop a line. Take a walk
along the ‘River Walk’ which allows visitors to walk along the river escarpment.
If you happen to be passing this way between January and May you’re in
for a spectacular show. On a section of the Beranga Creek you will find a
colourful display of waterlillies. Beranga Creek holds a humorous history as it
was once the stage for an elaborate ghostly hoax. The “Beranga Ghost” was
once a regular sight on this river, mystifying locals. That is, until a police
enquiry found the ghost to be an array of fine wires in a gum tree suspending
a ghostly puppet!
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Near Surat you can see one of the last remaining pieces of
the horse drawn era. The ‘corduroys’ is Cobb & Co’s version
of our modern day sealed roads and an unusual sight to
behold. In wet weather ‘corduroys’ consisted of stretches of
cypress pine saplings laid across gullies and the sandy or
black soil sections.

SURAT Town

For something quite different – visit Surat’s Aboriginal Bush
Garden. A bush campsite is the centerpiece of the garden,
which features a range of native plants used by Aboriginals
for food and medicine.
If you’re looking for something to satisfy your taste buds
you’ll find just the spot at Villacoola Vineyard. Twelve acres
of vines have been established on deep sandy loam flats
bordering the river. So why not drop in for a tasting! While
staying in the town you can enjoy a game of golf, tennis or
bowls at the local clubs or go for a dip in the pool on warm
summer days.

Events and Festivals

Unique Experiences
The Cobb & Co Changing Station includes the Balonne
River Gallery, Cobb & Co Store Museum, library and the
Window to the Balonne Aquarium.
Villacoola Winery is a boutique winery with glorious cheese
platters to compliment a glass of Villacoola wine under the
shaded alfresco area.
Aboriginal Bush Gardens allow you to educate yourself on
traditional aboriginal bush food and medicine.
Surat Riverside Parklands and Riverwalk meanders
through the serene and relaxing surrounds with both
natural landscape and river views.
Traditional Aboriginal Campsite featuring the Combarngo
Brothers’ original humpy.
The Corduroys, (before motor vehicles and sealed roads),
were used on boggy sections to enable coaches to
navigate these surfaces.
Historic buildings include the Astor Theatre from the 1920’s
and the Shire Hall form the 1930’s.
Fishing and Camping along the Balonne River, complete
with free BBQ and camping facilities.
Aboriginal Interpretive Shelter displays the history of local
aboriginal families.
Waterlillies at Beranga Creek are best viewed from January
to May.

Where to Stay
Cobb and Co Country Motel, Surat
New Royal Hotel / Motel, Surat
Surat Caravan Park, Surat

JANUARY
Carp Busters Fishing Competition, Surat 07 4626 4298

March
Centenary Cup Football Match, Surat

07 4626 5299

Surat Clay Target Club Easter Shoot,
Surat

07 4626 5505

April
Surat Clay Target Club Annual
2-Day Shoot, Surat

07 4626 5299

Anzac Day Ceremony at Memorial Park,
Surat

07 4626 5299

May
Surat Cobb and Co Campdraft, Surat

07 4626 5263

AUGUST
Cobb and Co Festival, Surat

07 4626 5299

Surat Diggers Ladies Luncheon, Surat

07 4626 5263

September
Surat Diggers Race Day, Surat

07 4626 5263

Surat Encouragement Campdraft, Surat

07 4626 5263

November
Begonia Sports Club Melbourne Cup
Luncheon

07 4625 1424

December
Ambulance Carnival, Surat

07 4626 5734

New Royal Hotel New Years Eve Party,
Surat

07 4626 5310

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Balonne River Gallery Proposed Exhibition Schedule
15 March – 20 April 2008

In Focus 2008 Annual Photography Competition
Featuring challenging judging categories, producing an excellent collection
of photography.

26 April – 1 June 2008

My love affair with colour – Laura Douglas
Featuring scintillating 2 and 3 dimensional pieces, this exhibition promises to
be one of a kind.

7 June – 10 August 2008

My camera’s eye exposed! – Janine White
Exceptional photography, from a very talented photographer.

12 July – 10 August 2008

Robert Peart
Spectacular woodwork, Robert is back by popular demand.

16 August – 14 September 2008

Loretta Thomas
A meticulous painting technique producing beautiful results.

20 September – 19 October 2008

A touch of red
Various artists and artforms. Many artists working in many mediums and art
forms, all showing just a touch of red.

25 October – 23 November 2008

Maranoa Artists Inc
Recent works from the talented group of members.

29 October – 14 December 2008

Lyn Barnes
A collection of landscape paintings, portraying the intense colour pallet
of Outback Queensland.

20 December 2008 – January 2009 Hood
Automotive Art featuring in a travelling exhibition for the Queensland Arts Council.

34

www.westerndownsholidays.info

NEW ROYAL HOTEL/motel

Wendy’s Book Bazaar

• Bistro open 6 days a week - new healthy choice menu
• Internet coffee lounge • Full conference & function
facilities including gym • New units – split system a/c
broadband internet & phone system • Call local owners
Don & Karen – winners of the Warroo Shire Tourism
& Hospitality Awards ’06 & ‘07
63 Burrowes Street, Surat Email: new.royal@hwy54.com.au
Phone: 07 4626 5310 Fax: 07 4626 5429

Books bought & sold. Local crafts. Thousands of books in
stock including collectibles, Australiana, general fiction and
children’s – from the 1800’s to now – from
50c to $500. Handmade jewellery and
craft items. Home-made jams and sauces.

Cobb & Co Country Motel

Surat Caravan Park

• 10 excellent family units - all non-smoking (1 unit with disabled
facilities) • Air-conditioned, colour TV, Wireless Internet. Meals
and washing facilities • Competitive pricing, from $75 - $100.
Discounts for RACQ members, seniors, bulk bookings and long
stays • Some pets permitted by prior arrangement

• Four new cabins facing the Balonne River
• Fully self contained, air-conditioning and linen
• New drive thru ensuite sites
• Shady powered lawn sites
• Laundromat facilities   • New bbq & gazebo area
• Locally owned and operated

47-49 Charlotte Street, Surat Phone: 07 4626 5533
Fax: 4626 5544 Email: smack007@bigpond.com.au

68 Burrowes St, Surat Phone: 07 4626 5680
AH: 07 4626 5687 Email: wendysbooksandcraft@bigpond.com

Burrowes Street, Surat Phone: 07 4626 5218

wagon wheel

surat Foodtown

Café - General Store - Video Store - Hardware
Drop in and visit us - we have an extensive selection of
grocery items, fishing supplies, hardware, beverages, café
food and more…
Open 6am to 7pm - 7 days.

Trading Hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am to 6.00pm
Saturday - 8.30am to 12 noon
Sunday - 9.00am to 12 noon & 4.00pm to 5.00pm
• A large range of groceries • Fresh fruit and vegetables
• Milk and cream • Browse through the newly established nursery
• Bread and cakes • Small range of chemist and handyman items
Phone orders are welcome with free deliveries in town area.
Come shop in air-conditioned comfort.

66 Burrowes Street, Surat
Phone: 07 4626 5360

80 Burrowes Street, Surat Phone/Fax: 07 4626 5163

surat POST & NEWS

LIZ BIZ FASHIONS

• Plenty of Gift Ideas • Lots of Toys
• Australia Post Billpay and Banking Services
• Magazines • Papers • Souvenirs • Stationary
• Post Office Products and Services
• Cards, Wrapping Paper, Bows and Ribbons

Elizabeth McLean - Fashion, Accessories, Homewares
& Giftware especially for you. See up to date fashion
with the ever-changing stock and pick up a small gift on
your travels.  Two time winner of the Warroo Shire Council
Awards for Excellence in Retail/Wholesale 2006/07.

5 Charlotte Street, Surat
Phone: 07 4626 5147

76 Burrowes Street, Surat
Phone: 07 4626 5230 AH: 07 4623 5411
Email: lizbizfashions@aapt.net.au Website: www.lizbiz.com.au

surat butchery

Villacoola Winery

Quality country killed meats. Lamb, beef, fresh and frozen
poultry, pork, ham & bacon. Try our famous Surat Sausages.
FAMILY OWNED FOR 12 YEARS.
NO ORDER TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL.
Open Monday – Friday 8am till 5pm
Saturday morning 8.30am till 12 noon

Surat’s boutique winery. Your hosts Richard and Kylie McLean
will welcome you to their picturesque setting on the banks of
the Balonne River for general group and private tastings of fine
wine, gourmet foods, homemade cakes and coffee.
Open 7 days from 8am to 6pm.

11 Cordelia Street, Surat Phone/Fax: 07 4626 5259

Carnarvon Highway, Surat (just over the bridge on the right)
Phone: 07 4626 5103 Email: villacoolawinery@bigpond.com

surat tyre service

Surat Caltex

For all leading tyre brands • Yokahama • Firestone • Goodyear • Bridgestone
• Agricultural Tyres.
On the Southern edge of town on the Carnarvan Highway.

• Open 7 days
Monday - Friday: 7:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday:
7:30am - 6:00pm
Sunday:
8:00am - 5:00pm

Cnr Alexander and Cordelia Streets, Surat
Phone: 07 4626 5566 Fax: 07 4626 5024
Mobile: 0428 265 505

• 24 hrs - Ezi Service Available
Cnr Burrowes and Cordelia Streets, Surat
Phone: 07 4626 5186

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Injune and Surrounds

Looking towards Carnarvon National Park

Injune - the base for your Carnarvon experience. With a population of
approximately 500 people, Injune is rich in both European and Aboriginal cultural
significance. With an abundance of natural pastures and natural resources, Injune
is a microcosm of outback development, from old time family dairy farms to
intensive modern farming and gas fields.
The best place to catch up with the locals is either at the Bowls Club on
Wednesday nights for social bowls or at the local Injune Hotel on Friday night. Pull
up a chair, have a drink and become immersed in true country hospitality. Prepare
yourself for a long night with great helpings of bush fare and front bar hospitality at
its best. While there, why not ask them about Ludwig Leichhardt’s association with
the area or ask about the many legends that best explain the origins of the name
Injune.

Tucked at the foot of the
majestic Carnarvon Range,
93km north of Roma on the
Great Inland Way, Injune
is the perfect base for the
adventuresome traveller,
whether it is for the flora,
fauna, spectacular views,
awesome natural structures
and rare indigenous palms,
Injune has something
for everyone!
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Nestled in the Great Dividing Range, Injune is blessed with a climate that takes you
to the depths of cold crispy winters to hot summers and perfect spring and
autumn weather. Like most small towns west of the Great Divide, Injune was built
on a natural water system and the surrounding ranges give birth to five of the
major river systems in South West Queensland and New South Wales. Mt Moffatt
is part of these mountain ranges and from here, the views of the surrounding land
is nothing short of spectacular. Often cited as being the second coldest place in
Queensland, Mt Moffatt almost qualifies as ‘alpine’.
It is in this environment that one of Australia’s best kept secrets grows – cypress
pine – the deep golden timber is harvested here and is on show throughout the
town. For a unique look at the diversity of this wonderful timber, take time to
investigate the Visitor Information Centre. Here you can appreciate why this timber
is so popular - with its golden patina and insect repelling qualities aside - the
building oozes charm and country comfort.
The Visitor Information Centre is absolutely bursting with information on self-drive
tours, walking tours and has a collection of locally made arts and crafts. For the
weary traveller, why not take advantage of the ‘cuppa and a bikkie’ on offer (for a
small donation), perch yourself on the wide verandas and imagine the time when
horses ruled and life was leisurely. The experience doesn’t end there, inside the
centre is an internet café where you can keep in touch with the hustle and bustle of
the outside world or download your photos to share with your friends and family.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Stay at Injune Caravan Park and enjoy the relaxed, friendly
atmosphere. Book your site at the Injune Information Centre
and make Injune your base camp to explore the majesty of
the Carnarvon Ranges, spectacular Lake Nuga Nuga and a
palette of natural vistas.

injune Town

Regular visitors to Injune will note the subtle changes to
the streets and buildings. With increased business
operations in the community, Injune has gradually been
improving the town’s appeal and providing more
complimentary activities; changes to make your stay even
more memorable and rewarding.

Muckadilla
Travel some 40km west of Roma, along the Warrego
Highway and discover the whistlestop town of Muckadilla.
Once home to the famous Muckadilla Baths, this town may
lack the bustle of bigger towns, but not the hospitality.
m See the Whistlestop Railway Siding.
m Have a cool drink with a meal at the hotel.
m Walk through the native gardens alongside the highway.
m Let the children play on the playground equipment
situated in the native gardens.

Events and Festivals
FEBRUARY
Eumamurrin Campdraft

07 4626 1053

APRIL
Injune Campdraft, Injune

07 4626 3521

JUNE
Injune in June

07 4626 1053

07 4626 1298

07 4626 1462

OCTOBER
Injune Hospital Auxiliary Annual Garden
Fete, Injune

Injune Motel
60 Hutton St, Injune
07 4626 1328
mail@injunemotel.com.au
Telco Farm Holidays
Ashneys Rd, Roma
07 4623 3791
telco.farm@bigpond.com

Injune Hotel, Injune
Muckadilla Hotel/Motel, Muckadilla

SEPTEMBER
Carnarvon Golf Carnival, Injune

Arcadia Valley Escape
“Sunnyholt”, Injune
07 4626 7197
info@arcadiavalleyescape.com

Injune Caravan Park, Injune

JULY
Injune Pro Rodeo, Injune

Where to Stay

07 4626 1053

NOVEMBER

Unique Experiences
Drop in to the Injune Visitor Information Centre for some
great tips on what to see and do and a ‘cuppa coffee
and a bikkie’.
Camp at Lonesome National Park.

Melbourne Cup Luncheon, Injune

07 4626 3557

Injune Races, Injune

07 4626 1053

Take a swim in the town’s modern swimming pool,
opened throughout the warmer months – entry is free.

07 4626 1053

Stop at the stunning lookout across Arcadia Valley and
explore its beauty.

DECEMBER
Christmas in the Park, Injune

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Telco Farm Holidays
• 3000 acre property • Traditional Queenslander homestead
• The huge array of pets will enthral children
• Cool off in the pool after tennis • Private airstrip available
• Self-contained accommodation
Tariff: from $80/night, children 3 to 13 1/2 price.
Ashneys Rd, Roma Phone/Fax: 07 4623 3791
Email: telco.farm@bigpond.com
Web: www.telcofarm.hwy54.com.au

Arcadia Valley Escape

Injune Visitor Information Centre

Get excited! Stay in your own self contained Queenslander
homestead. Enjoy bush walking, mountain climbing,
fishing, swimming, birdwatching (200 species+), camping
and campfire cooking. Close to Carnarvon National Park,
Lonesome & Lake Nuga Nuga. Turnoff between Injune and
Rolleston. It’s more than just a place to stay!

Call in for a free
cuppa and a
chat with the locals.

Phone: 07 4626 7197 Web: www.arcadiavalleyescape.com
Email: info@arcadiavalleyescape.com

Phone: 07 4626 1053 Email: injuneic@tpg.com.au
Web: www.discoverinjune.com.au

Open 7 days
- 9am to 5pm.

Expedition National Park

Lonesome Section, Arcadia Valley

Expedition National Park is a large park with magnificent
sandstone scenery and palm-filled valleys and is the
closest ‘outback’ park to Brisbane. Within the park, scenic
Robinson Gorge winds for more than 14km between
sheer sandstone cliffs from a broad shallow basin, through
the most spectacular section, the ‘Cattle Dip’, where
sandstone cliffs rise up to 100m above the creek. Dry
eucalypt forest covers most of the park with the mature
spotted gum forest. Mt Cannondale contains one of the
largest intact softwood scrub remnants in the Central
Highlands while patches of dry rainforest scrub grow in
narrow side gorges and wildflowers flourish along the cliff
tops. Sandy Robinson Gorge is lined with cabbage palms
(a relic from the dinosaur era), bottlebrushes and wattles.
For thousands of years, Aboriginal people lived in this
area, leaving behind stencil art and sacred sites.
Marked walking tracks include a seven km round trip from
Starkvale camping area, across Shepherd’s Peak (510m)
to the Cattle Dip Lookout.
Access - 96km north-west of Taroom via the Leichhardt
Highway, Glenhaughton Road. High clearance vehicles, dry
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weather access only. Access to Starkvale camping area 128km north-west of Taroom along a gravel road. The last
16km is suitable only for 4WD vehicles.
Camping - 2 campgrounds, must be self-sufficient,
including water. Camping permits are required and fees
apply. 07 4627 3358.

Lonesome Section Expedition National Park
Lonesome Section offers spectacular views of the southern
end of Arcadia Valley and the Dawson River.
Access - From Injune travel north 37km on the Carnarvon
Developmental Road and turn right onto the Arcadia Valley
Access Road. Drive 18km (of which 4km is gravel) to
Lonesome..
Camping - Self-registered grounds.
National Parks Information - 07 4622 4266.
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Carnarvon National Park
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Carnarvon National Park

Carnarvon Gorge is an oasis in the semi-arid heart of Queensland. Hidden
amongst the towering white sandstone cliffs the steep-sided gorge with narrow,
vibrantly coloured sides was carved by Carnarvon Creek.
Carnarvon Gorge is popular for family camping holidays. Most visitors stay several
nights to walk the 21km graded tracks, explore side gorges and view Aboriginal
rock art which adorns the walls of sandstone overhangs.
The main walking track on the gorge floor criss-crosses the crystal clear waters of
Carnarvon Creek. Sections of track are steep and rough and some tracks have
steps and ladders. For the more adventurous, there are also many challenging
tracks, lookouts and gorges to explore.
Spend a quiet morning or late afternoon watching for platypus along the Nature
Trail walk. The Moss Garden is a picturesque rocky overhang featuring a tumbling
waterfall and luxurious growths of ferns and moss. Climbing and entering through
a narrow rock crevice, The Amphitheatre presents an awe-inspiring rock chasm
with perfect acoustics. Walk to Wards Canyon – here the moist shaded
environment supports the growth of rare king ferns (Angiopteris evecta) found in
only three other locations throughout Australia. The Art Gallery is the site of some
of the best Aboriginal rock paintings and stencils.

The Gorge is the best
known part of the
298,000ha Carnarvon
National Park, which also
includes drier and less
developed sections at
Mt Moffatt, Ka Ka Mundi
and Salvator Rosa.
www.danproud.biz

Walkway through Carnarvon Gorge
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Boolimba Bluff 200m above the gorge, offers a panoramic
view for those who take on this more challenging hike. The
hike to see the views from Battleship Spur is also
challenging and requires a camp overnight at Big Bend. All
remote walkers should see rangers before walking.

The great diversity of vegetation provides animal habitats,
including koalas and seven species of kangaroo and
wallaby. Birdlife is prolific with over 107 species recorded.
By night, possums, gliders, marsupial mice and quoll may
be seen.

Guided day and night tours are available. Check with
your accommodation provider for details or visit
www.ausnatureguides.com.

Access - Via the Forestvale Road from Mitchell or
north-west from Injune. If care is taken during periods of dry
weather, the park can be reached by conventional vehicle,
but the trip may be rough in some sections. Once on the
park, 4WD is required to reach many of the features. All
roads to the park can become impassable after rain.

The ideal time to visit the gorge is during the dry, cooler
months from April to October. The gorge can be cool at
night and warm by the day so be sure to pack for both.
Basic food supplies and ice are available daily from
Takarakka Bush Resort.
Length of Stay - To fully appreciate the gorge’s many
attractions allow three full days and follow this suggested
itinerary: Spend one day exploring the lower gorge (The Art
Gallery, Wards Canyon, Amphitheatre and Moss Gardens).
Explore the short walks on day two (Boolimba Bluff, Mickey
Creek and Warrumbah Gorge). Venture to the upper gorge
on day three (Boowinda Gorge, Cathedral Cave and
Big Bend). Park management recommends the itinerary
start with the farthermost point on the first day.
Access - Via Injune or Rolleston, 20km section of unsealed
road, passable for conventional vehicles and caravans in dry
weather, road may become impassible after heavy rain,
check road conditions with local rangers or your
accommodation.

Camping - Campers must be fully self-sufficient, there are
four camping areas. National Parks: 07 4622 4266.

Where to Stay
Carnarvon Gorge Wilderness Lodge
Carnarvon Gorge
1800 644 150
info@carnarvon-gorge.com
Takarakka Bush Resort
Carnarvon Gorge
07 4984 4535 takarakka@takarakka.com.au
(year round camping, powered sites, canvas cabins)
National Park - visitor area camping
(only during Easter, June/July and September
Queensland school holidays - phone Smart Service
QLD 131 304) Bookings essential.

Mount Moffatt
Section
Mount Moffatt is home to spectacular sandstone towers,
Aboriginal art and even old bushranger hideouts.
The landscape is characterised by undulating open
woodlands broken by sculptured sandstone outcrops and
ridges. The 90km network of roads lead to sandstone
formations including Marlong Arch, The Chimneys,
Cathedral Rock, the Duchess and Lot’s Wife.
Aboriginal people used the sandstone rock shelters within
the park for habitation and ceremonies. The tombs, a
network of natural tunnels were once used as Aboriginal
burial chambers and are now a famous stencil art site.
Kenniff Cave is Australia’s first verified Pleistocene site and
features stencil art, but has been closed to public to protect
the site. The cave is named after the infamous Kenniff
brothers who made this area the base for their horse
stealing and cattle duffing careers. In 1902, in Lethbridges
Pocket, they are belived to have murdered Constable Doyle
and station manager Dahlke who were executing a warrant
for the brothers’ arrest.
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Nature at its best, Carnarvon Gorge

Nuga Nuga
National Park

Lake Nuga Nuga, a natural occurrence, has extensive
birdlife and at certain times of the year the waterlillies
produce stunning flowers that cover the lake.
Access - From Injune travel 37km on the Carnarvon
Development Road and turn right onto the Arcadia Valley
Access Road. Travel 62km on gravel road (some sections
sealed) to the Lake Nuga Nuga Road turnoff. Limited
access when wet.
Camping - Self-registered grounds.
National Parks Information - 07 4622 4266.
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Leichhardt Highway
Set off on a modern day adventure as you ‘blaze a trail’ along the fully sealed
Leichhardt Highway. Together with the adjoining Newell Highway, the Leichhardt
links Australia’s second largest city, Melbourne, through Queensland’s border
town, Goondiwindi and onto the charismatic heart of the Capricorn Coast,
Yeppoon.
Follow in the tracks of the intrepid explorer, Ludwig Leichhardt, along this inland
route named in his honour. The Leichhardt and Newell Highways combine to make
the fastest touring route from Melbourne to the Tropics. It takes you away from the
hustle and bustle and avoids the more hectic pace of travel associated with the
coastal routes making it a perfect choice for your next trip.
This is a journey rich in discovery from the vast rolling pastures of the inland
grazing districts to the astounding beauty of the Great Barrier Reef. Along the way
you’ll encounter spectacular gorges, peaceful lagoons, inland waterways ideal for
casting a line, world acclaimed botanic gardens, historical treasures and unspoilt
natural treats just waiting to be discovered. Friendly locals in quaint country towns
provide a warm welcome and useful tips for where best to fish, explore and relax.
Uncover the history of past generations in museums and historical collections that
will truly amaze you and explore what was once the world’s largest and richest
gold mine, as you chart a course to Queensland’s tropical coast. With a range of
accommodation options fitting every budget and so much to discover you’ll soon
understand why this acclaimed historic route lives up to its reputation as one of
excitement and discovery.

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Gunsynd Statue, Goondiwindi
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Goondiwindi and Surrounds

Customs House, Goondiwindi

Located on the Queensland-New South Wales border, Goondiwindi and the
surrounding area is a timely stop on your travels. The border is marked by the
great Macintyre River which creates a great scenic backdrop for this friendly
country town. The name Goondiwindi comes from the Aboriginal word
‘Goonawinna’ which means ‘the resting place of birds’. This name was first given
by the Aborigines to a spot near the present site of the Goondiwindi Hospital.
Before the Macintyre River was wiered the river was little more than a chain of
waterholes connected only in good seasons. These waterholes were favourite
resting places for hundreds of birds, hence the name.

Located at the junction of
the Newell, Cunningham
and Leichhardt Highways
Goondiwindi is a well
established border town.
Tree lined streets, plentiful
water and the Macintyre
River all contribute to an
engaging visitor experience.
The surrounding area
boasts productive cotton,
grain and grazing country.

With its border location on the majestic Macintyre River at the junction of six
highways, Goondiwindi is a very popular stop-over destination for visitors. A
vibrant, contemporary town with excellent facilities and amenities, the river
frontage provides a unique and tranquil setting for one of Queensland’s fastest
growing rural communities. Tree lined streets, attractive parks and gardens,
extensive sporting facilities and well-maintained public buildings demonstrate a
strong sense of community spirit and pride. The town offers a wide range of
shopping, dining, accommodation and entertainment experiences. For residents,
a relaxed lifestyle featuring sport, hospitality, entertainment, history and outdoor
pursuits is part of the appeal.
With its clean air, clear skies and wide-open spaces, Goondiwindi and its
surrounding region is a place to discover, explore or just relax. At various times a
Tidy Towns Winner and Queensland’s Friendliest Town, Goondiwindi is renowned
for its attractive environment and country hospitality. We hope that you enjoy our
town and district as much as we do.

Unique Experiences
Take an early morning or dusk riverside walk, passing the Gunsynd statue.
Visit the Customs House Museum (Wednesday – Monday).
Pack a picnic and enjoy the Botanic Gardens of the Western Woodlands.
Goondiwindi and District boasts some of the best inland fishing in Australia.
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Events and Festivals
February
Hell of the West Triathlon, Goondiwindi

0412 717 929

APRIL
Goondiwindi Picnic Races, Goondiwindi

0429 878 662

JUNE
Riverjam Music Concert Competition,
Goondiwindi

0427 584 500

September
Gourmet in Gundy, Goondiwindi
Talwood Races, Talwood

07 4671 3264
07 4677 1172

october
Spring River Festival, Goondiwindi

07 4677 7333

GOONDIWINDI Town

Where to Stay
Best Western Ascot Lodge Motor Inn
2-6 Phar Lap Court, Goondiwindi
07 4671 5566 ascot@nsw.chariot.net.au

Binalong Motel, Goondiwindi
Border Motel, Goondiwindi

Bronte House Bed and Breakfast
21 Frideswide Street, Goondiwindi
07 4671 3772 marg_honor@bigpond.com.au
Country Comfort Goondiwindi
110 Marshall Street, Goondiwindi
07 4671 1855
manager.goondiwindi@countrycomforthotels.com
Gundy Star Tourist Van Park
36 Old Cunningham Highway, Goondiwindi
07 4671 2900 gundystarvanpark@bigpond.com

Coronation Hotel, Toobeah
Comfort Inn Goondiwindi
Country Roads Motor Inn,
Goondiwindi
Goondiwindi Motel
Goondiwindi Tourist Park

Jolly Swagman Motor Inn,
Goondiwindi
MacIntyre Motor Inn, Goondiwindi
Oasis Hotel/Motel, Yelarbon
O’Sheas Royal Hotel/Motel,
Goondiwindi
Queensland Hotel, Goondiwindi
Railway Hotel/Motel, Goondiwindi

Gunsynd Cottage, Goondiwindi

Rivergums Caravan Park,
Goondiwindi

Gunsynd Motor Inn, Goondiwindi

Talwood Hotel, Talwood

www.danproud.biz

Macintyre River, Goondiwindi
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Best Western Ascot Lodge Motor Inn
Quality accommodation in a quiet location. Experience “Cascades
Restaurant” with warm timber toning and a spectacular water
feature window. Relax in the courtyard beside our
licensed bar or laze by the pool. All rooms are ground
level and non-smoking with Austar, high speed
internet access and split system air-conditioning.
2 Phar Lap Court, Goondiwindi Phone: 07 4671 5566
Fax: 07 4671 5577 Email: ascot@nsw.chariot.net.au
Web: www.ascotlodge.bestwestern.com.au

GUNDY STAR Tourist PARK
Relax, unwind, renew at Gundy Star Tourist Park.
Our spacious, clean park is quiet and friendly and features:
• Landscaped gardens
• Deluxe ensuite cabins
• Standard cabins
• 26 drive thru sites
• Modern amenities
• Disabled amenities

Fairway Studios
Fairway Studios exhibits outstanding artworks by local & regional artists.
Established & emerging artists are represented with an ever changing
range of art forms. Regular exhibitions are held each year. Fairway
Studios also offers customised picture framing, and a comprehensive
range of art supplies is available. Centrally located opposite the Town
Park. Monday to Friday 9am – 5.30pm and Saturday 9am – 1pm
8a Moffatt Street, Goondiwindi
Phone/Fax: 07 4671 3101 Email: fairwaystudios@bigpond.com
Web: www.fairwaystudios.com.au

• Free BBQ’s
• Laundromat
• Boom gate security
• Pet friendly (conditional)
• Motorhome friendly sites
• Dump point

With free damper and hot cuppa in the winter months.
The Goondiwindi Health Springs Artesian Spa’s here in 2008.

★★★★ AAA
Old Cunningham Highway, Goondiwindi
Phone: 07 4671 2900 Fax: 07 4671 2999
Email: gundystarvanpark@bigpond.com
Web: www.gundystar.com.au

Want to be the first to know what is happening in the Western Downs?

Join the
Western Downs
Explorers Club –
it’s free!
Keep informed and connected and
plan your Western Downs adventure.
See page 56 for more information.
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Tara and Surrounds

Tara Lagoon

Tara is a quiet country town and truly a city escape. But don’t let the tranquillity
fool you, there are plenty of things to see and do while there. While away the
hours by the town’s lagoon with a fishing rod or a good book. It’s a popular picnic
and recreation spot with barbecue facilities and amenities provided. For the more
active traveller take a walk or cycle along the lagoon, a tranquil haven featuring a
diversity of flora and fauna. Take advantage of the two nights free camping on the
banks of the lagoon.
Take a tour with a difference! Take the “Tara’s Yesteryears by Shank’s Pony” tour
which allows visitors to appreciate the town’s history.
Step back in time with a visit to the Tara Historical Museum. View the shearing
memorabilia, projection equipment from the Blue Moon Picture Theatre and the
furniture from the original Court House. Get locked up in the town’s first jail, stand
at the original railway station and view the display of wooden rail wagons.

This region is proudly
home to Australia’s first
commercial oil well and
boasts an internationally
recognised botanic garden.
Tara, located 28km east of
the Leichhardt Highway,
was established on three of
the traditionally strongest
industries in rural Australia
– wool, beef and grain.
Tara also boasts one of the
largest rural residential
sub-divisions in Queensland.

Soak in the culture and excitement of Tara’s events – the Biennial Tara Festival of
Culture and Camel Races (2009) and the Western Downs Sheep Dog Trials.
Tara is also the home of the internationally acclaimed artist, Barbara Geisel and her
private collection of world famous wool paintings. Barbara’s private collection is
available for viewing by prior arrangement.
It’s really worth timing your trip with one of the great events going on during the
year. Each has a real country flavour, from yabby races to rodeos, sheep dog trials
to camel races and festivals.

The Gums
The Gums is a small settlement named by the first postmistress, after what the
drovers called their meeting place near the area. Appreciate the splendour of a
wetland habitat and visit The Gums Nature Reserve, a must see for bird
enthusiasts. Visit The Gums Cemetery one of the oldest in the area. This is also
one of the homes of the first principal of The Gums School. His other home is the
school, where it is said he still walks around at night.
m Explore The Gums Nature Reserve
www.westerndownsholidays.info
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TARA Town

Unique Experiences
Discover Tara’s best kept secret – the Tara Lagoon
featuring the Closer Settlement Park and the Walk of
Remembrance Gardens.
Try your skills on a sand green golf course (18 hole),
a game of bowls under shade or even a swim in the
50m pool.
See Hugh Sawrey’s paintings at the Commercial Hotel
while enjoying a delicious hot meal and a cold drink in
the Beer Garden.
Appreciate the treasures of the Tara Historical Museum.
Stop at the Lions Park for a skate, a game of half court
basketball, a barbeque or just appreciate the murals
painted by local youth artists.
Visit Wieambilla South Country Club, 30km north of Tara,
set amongst timber and peaceful surroundings.

Flinton
Flinton was the area’s first recorded settlement in 1840,
even prior to Leichhardt’s journey in 1847. It has been the
home of the famous Flinton Races held every Easter and is
one of the oldest bush races in Australia. The races have
been running since 1912 and have long been dubbed the
‘Melbourne Cup of the West’.
46
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Wattle Downs, The Gums

Westmar
Westmar is a small town at the crossroads of the Moonie
Highway and the Meandarra-Talwood Road. The Andersen
brothers, owners of Western and Maranoa Transport
companies, opened a fuel depot and rest stop for their
trucks at this intersection. The name Westmar was derived
from WESTern and MARanoa Transport.

Hannaford
Hannaford was originally called Red Hill. It was later
renamed Hannaford, after a prominent settler of the area,
Samuel Hannaford.
m Visit the Hannaford Historical Museum.
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Glenmorgan

Meandarra

Glenmorgan is a small community with plenty of character.
Discover the history of the railway in the area and of the
local community housed in the Glenmorgan Railway Station
aptly named the End of the Line. Not to be missed is the
Glenmorgan Vintage Car and Monty’s Garage Automobile
Memorabilia Display. Featuring approximately 60 vehicles
dating from 1921 to 1966, these beautifully restored
reminders of yesteryear motoring should feature something
for everyone’s delight. On display throughout the
community of Glenmorgan, they provide the perfect excuse
to stop and stretch the legs.
Just up the road is Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd, an
internationally recognised botanic garden, boasting
Queensland’s oldest collection of Australian semi-arid zone
flora. The gardens were developed by amateur botanist
David Gordon, AM in the 1940s on the ridge behind his
home. He and his family spent the 1950s gathering seeds
and cuttings of Australian plants from all over the continent,
which they then propagated and then planted over an area,
which covers more than 130 hectares. Many species
planted by David are now extremely rare and sometimes
extinct in their own natural habitat. Amongst the plant
species found in the garden are the famous Robyn, Sandra
and Merinda Gordon Grevilleas, named after David’s
daughters. The onsite gallery exhibits superb botanical
paintings by his wife, the late Dorothy Gordon. Follow the
interpretive signs off the beaten track on foot or on bike, to
see the very best specimens. Located 7km north-west of
Glenmorgan, the garden is open all year round except in the
Christmas period. Cabin accommodation is available.
m Explore the historic Railway Siding called the End of the
Line and enjoy all the amenities including two nights free
camping.
m Discover Monty’s Garage, a working replica 1940’s
garage/museum.
m Be inspired by the brilliant Cyberflora Mural at Myall Park
Botanic Gardens.

Meandarra is on the banks of Brigalow Creek, a creek
renowned for its superb fishing, rare waterlilies and
recreational facilities. Meandarra is considered the cultural
centre of the area, with the historic School of Arts Hall and
the Meandarra ANZAC Memorial Museum (under
construction). The Meandarra ANZAC Memorial Museum
will typify the bravery and self sacrifice of the first ANZAC’s
and will house a large and comprehensive military
memorabilia collected over the past 30 years. The artefacts
cover many of the battles in which our local war veterans
fought and represent three armed services of Navy, Air
Force and Army. The contrasting diversity of the Museum’s
pieces gives Meandarra a very unique collection including a
Canberra Bomber aeroplane, a German submarine motor, a
Grant tank in North African colours and a Water Buffalo tank
from the South West Pacific Campaigns.
m Throw a line in the creek and try catching a golden perch
or a freshwater jewfish.
m Take a walk along Brigalow Creek and admire the
abundance of Meandarra’s waterlillies.
m Enjoy the amenities of Leo Gordon Apex Park including
the powered camp sites.
m See some of the Anzac tools of trade (military) that are
on display.
m Don’t miss the ‘Me and Darra’ statue.

Where to Stay
Moonie Crossroads Motel and Caravan Park
Cnr Moonie and Leichhardt Highways, Moonie
07 4665 0200
Myall Park Botanic Garden
Riverglen Road, Glenmorgan
07 4665 6705 mpbglimited@itconnect.net.au
Royal Hotel
3 Sara Street, Meandarra
07 4665 6183 gokosk@iprimus.com.au
Wattle Downs Farm Stay
Leichhardt Highway, The Gums
07 4665 9129 wattledowns@bigpond.com

Moonie
Moonie is the site of Australia’s first commercial oil field.
Established in 1961, it still operates today pumping crude
oil. Located on the crossroads of the Moonie and
Leichhardt Highways, the small town of Moonie is alive with
activity. The Moonie Crossroads is a must see with their
brilliant murals depicting the history of Moonie. Legend has
it, bushranger Captain Thunderbolt passed through the area
on one of his many escapades.
m Explore the Moonie Rural Transaction Centre housing all
your visitor information needs and an extensive range of
local arts and crafts.

Commercial Hotel, Tara
Glenmorgan Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan
Meacle Family Caravan Park, Meandarra
Meandarra Caravan Park, Meandarra
Sara Street Café/Motel, Meandarra
Tara Caravan Park, Tara
Tara Hotel/Motel, Tara
Camping available along Brigalow Creek (Meandarra), the
Tara Lagoon (Tara) and at the End of the Line (Glenmorgan).
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Events and Festivals
january
Australia Day Celebrations, Tara
February
Meandarra Crazy Cockies B & S Ball,
Meandarra

07 4665 3133

07 4665 6812

Tara Polocrosse Carnival, Tara

07 4678 7333

Glenmorgan State School 75th
Anniversary, Glenmorgan

07 4665 6757

AUGUST
Myall Park Botanic Garden Open Day,
Glenmorgan

07 4665 6705

Tara Festival of Culture & Camel Races
(2009), Tara

07 4665 3133

September
Tara Apex Fishing Competition, Tara

07 4665 3668

March
Tara Show, Tara

07 4665 3508

Tara Campdraft, Tara

07 4678 7333

Flinton Races (Easter), Flinton

07 4676 4157

Tara Working Sheepdog Annual Trials
(Easter), Tara

07 4665 3984

Meandarra Show, Meandarra

07 4663 0742

Moonie Six-A-Side Cricket Carnival
(Easter), Moonie

07 4665 0168

St Martins Anglican Spring Fair and
Flower Show, Tara

07 4669 4210

Glenmorgan P & C Encouragement
Campdraft (Easter), Glenmorgan

07 4623 5950

April
Tara Lions Club Ivy Markets, Tara

October
Tara Races, Tara

07 4665 3216

07 4669 4660

November
Moonie Yabby Races (2009), Moonie

07 4665 0168

May
Tara Rodeo, Tara

07 4665 3379

Glenmorgan Snake Gully Cup Campdraft,
Glenmorgan
07 4665 6814
June
Hannaford Open Gymkana & Family
Fun Day, Hannaford

07 4665 9201

December
Tara Ambulance Christmas Carnival
(2009), Tara

07 4665 3396

Meandarra Santa Fair, Meandarra

07 4665 6812

Tara Lions Monthly Markets
(every 2nd Sunday), Tara

07 4669 4660
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Myall Park Botanic Garden, Glenmorgan
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If you would like more
information about Queensland’s
Western Downs, please visit
www.westerndownsholidays.info
or call 1800 688 949

Wattle Downs Farm Stay

Tara Real Estate
The only place to go for your real
estate needs. Come & see our
professional & friendly staff.
15 Fry Street, Tara
Phone: 07 4669 4100 Fax: 07 4669 4199
Mobile: 0427 818 874 Email: tararealestate@bigpond.com

A unique, relaxing Farm Holiday and B&B. Enjoy a fabulous
experience on this beautiful working Merino sheep stud and
grazing property with cattle, horses, working sheep dogs,
abundant wildlife and nature walks. Delightful fully self-contained
cottages. Meals available. Make your choice unique.
Leichhardt Highway, The Gums
Phone: 07 4665 9129 Web: www.wattledowns.com

Glenmorgan Vintage Car Museum

Tara Festival of Culture
and Camel Races

Step back in time to the 1940’s. In this old service station you
can see classic cars and trucks from the 1920’s through to the
1960’s and a large collection of automobile memorabilia. This
is a working museum where golden oldies are restored to their
former glory. Fuel also available. Open daily from 8am to 5pm.
Gold coin admission. Proprietors: John and Diane Haken

For a great weekend of fun and entertainment, be sure to
attend the Tara Festival of Culture and Camel Races on the
first weekend of August 2009 and 2011. Come along and
share the unique and wonderful elements of diverse cultures.
This weekend of non-stop entertainment is very affordable and
FREE CAMPING is available.

Phone: 07 4665 6819 Fax: 07 4665 6829 Mobile: 0418 786 850

Web: www.tara.qld.gov.au

Moonie Crossroads - BP / HOTel / motel / caravan park
• 19 ground floor standard and budget rooms with family rooms also available together with caravan sites.
• Located in the Moonie Crossroads Hotel is Graz’s Art Gallery, including over 14 metres of Moonie Murals.
• The Melon Hole Bar features a licensed restaurant and boars galore.
• 24 hour Fuel Pumps available with EFTPOS and Credit Card payments
• “Cleanest Toilets in the West”
Cnr Moonie and Leichhardt Highways, Moonie Phone: 07 4665 0200 Fax: 07 4665 0250
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Millmerran and Surrounds
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Mt Basalt, Millmerran

Millmerran is a town where you wouldn’t want to stand in one spot for too long, lest
the locals paint a mural on you and claim you as a tourist spot! Everything from the
town’s water reservoir, to the butter factory and swimming pool have become giant
canvases for Millmerran’s impressive series of historical murals. It’s well worth
following the trail of murals – it’s a unique way to learn how life once was in this
country town.
Just east of Millmerran on the Gore Highway you can see what is almost certainly
the second oldest church in Queensland. The All Saints Anglican Church in Yandilla
was consecrated in 1887 and is now a National Trust building. With its quaint
steeped roof and exquisite stained glass windows, the church truly is a must see.

Millmerran, located on the
Gore Highway, 84km southwest from Toowoomba is
where the Western Downs
begins and is the spot to
enjoy everything the heart
of the Darling Downs has
to offer. You can explore
the patchwork framing
landscape that makes the
Darling Downs famous.
Here the rich black soils see
yearly plantings of grain
and cotton crops. On the
other hand you can enjoy
the great inland fishing
opportunities for which the
Western Downs is loved.
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Millmerran is host to the Australian Camp Oven Festival every second year (October
4th & 5th 2008). Every other year the town hosts the National Open Rendezvous
(July 2009). Millmerran is in fact the ‘Rendezvous Capital of Australia’. Hard to
believe? Well just see the town’s giant tepee which stakes the town’s claim.
Mt Basalt is a unique geological and environmental landmark that features rare
volcanic formations. An information board and walking tracks through the reserve
will allow you to enjoy the sights and lookouts with ease.

MILLMERRAN Town
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Unique Experiences

Events and Festivals

MILLMERRAN

JANUARY
Australian Day Celebrations, Millmerran

Drive to Commodore Peak Lookout.

07 4695 1399

Follow the trail of historical murals.

March

Explore Mt Basalt Lookout and its unique geological
rock formations.

Millmerran Show, Millmerran

07 4695 7176

Hot Rod Show and Shine, Millmerran

07 4695 1485

Visit the Millmerran Museum and Tourist
Information Centre.

April
Fishing Competition, Millmerran

Drive to the very quaint All Saints Anglican Church
at Yandilla.
Have your photo taken with Millmerran’s giant Tepee.
Walk along the track to Back Creek Parkland.
Take a drive to Kooroongarra, one of the earliest
settlements in the area.

May
Ludwig Leichhardt Pageant, Cecil Plains

07 4668 0098

June
Campdraft Weekend, Millmerran

07 4695 4147

Cecil Plains Art Exhibition and Competition,
Cecil Plains
07 4668 0191

AUGUST
Millmerran Sheep Races, Millmerran

CECIL PLAINS

07 4693 9103

07 4695 1399

September

Visit the Historic Station Cemetery.

Chisholm Trail, Millmerran

07 4695 4235

Go fishing or picnic on the Condamine River.

National Five Stand Shotgun
Championships, Millmerran

07 4695 4267

Visit the Cecil Plains Railway Station.

October

See the giant Murals on the Town Hall.

Take a group tour through the Cecil Plains Homestead
and historical stables.

Australian Camp Oven Festival, Millmerran 0429 727 503

December
Christmas in the Bush, Millmerran

Cecil Plains

07 4695 7156

Where to Stay

Cecil Plains is perfectly located on a lovely stretch of the
Condamine River and occupies the site of the historic Cecil
Plains Station. The explorer Ludwig Leichhardt stopped in
the spot twice during his journey, setting up camp where the
Cecil Plains Homestead now lies. Today the roads in these
parts present a Queensland version of a snow-storm during
cotton picking season, when the fluffy white cotton balls are
blown from the trucks and machinery. The town’s claim to
fame is the Cecil Plains Cotton Gin, one of the largest in the
southern hemisphere.

Cecil Plains Homestead, Cecil Plains
Cecil Plains Rural Retreat Caravan Park, Cecil Plains
Millmerran Caravan Park, Millmerran
Millmerran Motel, Millmerran
Millmerran Village Caravan Park, Millmerran
Passchandale Bed and Breakfast, Millmerran
Rams Head Hotel, Millmerran
Victory Hotel, Cecil Plains

www.danproud.biz

Historic Mural, Millmerran

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Mitchell and Surrounds

Courtesy of Robert Ashdown - QPWS

Mt Moffatt National Park

The people of Mitchell invite you to experience the relaxed lifestyle and cultural
diversity of their vibrant rural community. Its ideal location and easy accessibility
provides visitors with the unique opportunity of being able experience the outback
way of life whilst not having to go without the necessities of life - great food, good
coffee, friendly hospitality and a range of cultural experiences and activities.
No visit to Mitchell would be complete without a soak in the thermal mineralised
waters of the Great Artesian Spa which is relaxing for the body and therapeutic for
the soul. The people of Mitchell recognise the value of this precious natural
resource from the Great Artesian Basin and have created this wonderful unique
outback experience.
Visitors can enjoy superb vistas and explore the magnificent sandstone formations
at numerous sites throughout the area which also boasts some of the most
spectacular panoramic scenery, pristine native ecosystems and landforms. Whilst
nature lovers will not be disappointed with the abundance of wildlife including over
250 bird species living in and visiting the area.

Mitchell is Queensland’s
gateway to the Outback and
is located a comfortable
day’s drive along the
Warrego Highway, 440km
west of Toowoomba.
Mitchell and surrounding
towns offer an authentic
outback experience
complete with friendly
hospitality and a range of
cultural experiences and
activities.
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Steeped in history, the Mitchell community is keen to preserve the treasures and
lessons from the past and have created a range of heritage and cultural displays
covering its local Indigenous cultural heritage, early explorers, bushranging past,
and social history.
The Maranoa Art Gallery is a dynamic visual arts centre which has an impressive
exhibition program that proudly showcases local artists as well as featuring
exhibitions from renowned artists. Works of art can be viewed at parks and other
public areas so why not take the time to visit and enjoy them – they’re free.

Amby
This quaint country town forms part of the eastern boundary of the Outback
Queensland Region. It can be best described as where the grain and grazing
belts meet. Well known for its country hospitality, it is recommended that visitors
stop and meet the locals and take up the challenge of the “no horse” golf course.
For more local information call into the Amby Hotel or Amby General Store.
www.westerndownsholidays.info

Events and Festivals
JANUARY
Mitchell Mudrats Mud Buggy Meet, Mitchell
Snap Photographic Exhibition, Mitchell

February
Mitchell Campdraft, Mitchell

March
Tooloombilla Rodeo, Tooloombilla

MITCHELL Town

April
Mitchell Triathlon, Mitchell

Unique Experiences

May

Relax in the Great Artesian Spa.

Mitchell Show, Mitchell

Be amazed at spectacular panoramic scenery, native
ecosystems and landforms at Mt Moffatt National Park.

Kenniff Country Quilters’ Exhibition Opening, Mitchell

View inspirational exhibitions from local, state and
nationally renowned artists at the Maranoa Art Gallery.

Kenniff Country Quilter’s Exhibition, Mitchell

Maranoa Digger’s Race Meeting, Mitchell

Be inspired by outdoor community arts projects such as
the Aerosol Art Murals and Mitchell streetscaping.

June
AUGUST
Landmark Art Show, Mitchell

Visit Bonus Downs Farm Stay and Claravale Natural
Wilderness Experience for a truly authentic outback
experience.

September

Visit The Yumba, a site of cultural significance to the local
indigenous community.

October

Mitchell School of Dance Concert, Mitchell

December

Amby Hotel, Amby

Christmas in the Park, Mitchell

Arcoona Holiday Farm Stay, Mitchell

Mungallala Christmas Tree, Mitchell

Berkeley Lodge Motor Inn, Mitchell

Amby Christmas Tree, Amby

Bonus Downs Farm Stay, Mitchell
Bridge Service Station & Caravan Park, Mitchell
Claravale Natural Wilderness Experience, Mitchell

Hotel Mitchell, Mitchell
Major Mitchell Caravan Park, Mitchell
Mitchell Motel, Mitchell
Mungallala Club Hotel, Mungallala
Rutland Bed & Breakfast, Mitchell
Western Hotel, Mitchell

Art Shoes by Pendragon Boot Company Exhibition
Mitchell Rodeo, Mitchell

Where to Stay

Courthouse Hotel, Mitchell

Mitchell Hospital Auxiliary Bridal Expo, Mitchell

For more information about these and other events,
contact the Mitchell Visitor Information Centre.
07 4623 8171

Mungallala
Mungallala is located half way between Mitchell and
Morven where the Warrego Highway crosses Mungallala
Creek. It is the original site of a Cobb & Co Changing
Station, railway town and more recently cypress milling.
So why not follow in the footsteps of a bygone era. Stop
and rest the “horses”, feed the passengers and catch up
with local news.
www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Travelling further west
Mitchell, Charleville & Queensland’s Outback
The town of Mitchell marks the Gateway to Queensland’s Outback. The Great
Artesian Spa is the centerpiece of Mitchell – it’s the largest open-air spa in Australia!
Just down the road, you come across the town of Charleville home to The Cosmos
Centre & Observatory. Here you can see the universe like you have never seen it
before! Also be sure to check out the Bilby Night Talk & Tour, as Charleville has a
significant Bilby population.
Whether you spend time with the opal fossickers of Opalton or Yowah, the miners
of Mount Isa or a local in a bush pub, you’re always welcome in Queensland’s
Outback. Get your free copy of Queensland’s Outback Travellers’ Guide –
Adventure Out There!
For your free copy of Queensland’s Outback Travellers’ Guide, phone
(07) 3211 4877 or email info@outbackqld.com.au. Visit www.outbackholidays.info.

www.westerndownsholidays.info
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Want to be the first to know what is
happening in the Western Downs?
Join the
Western Downs
Explorers Club
– it’s free!
Email enquiries@tgw.com.au or
complete and return this form with
your contact details and receive
updates regarding events, festivals
and special deals.

Keep informed and connected and plan your Western Downs adventure.

!

Email enquiries@tgw.com.au or complete and return this form with your contact details and receive
updates regarding events, festivals and special deals.
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Fax:

Email:

Your contact details will not be disclosed to third parties and will not be used for any other purpose.
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The Photographer - Dan Proud
Growing up in South East Queensland, with the outback to the west and the coast to the
east, Dan Proud’s photographic interest began with a passion for the wide open spaces. This
love of the natural world enabled Dan to develop a photographic style which is dedicated to
capturing the essence of the majestic Australian landscape.
His photographs are instantly recognisable with their rich, vibrant colours and captivating
compositions, each conveying the intense beauty of the environment in which they are taken.
While outback landscapes and moody seascapes are undoubtedly his favourite subjects, he
also enjoys more intimate close up subjects, which provide a challenging change to his
familiar style.
The South East Queensland & the Darling Downs areas have provided him with many
photographic opportunities to capture unique rural scenes, stunning sunsets, misty mornings
and much more. In addition to his Western Downs portfolio Dan has built up extensive
collections of images from the East Coast, Far West Queensland, South Australia and rural
New South Wales.
A permanent exhibition of Dan’s work is held on display in The Gallery, located in one of Toowoomba’s award-wining
restaurants, Veraison (201 Margaret St). The photographs are available as limited edition prints or canvases, printed on
the finest materials available and mounted in stunning timber frames.
Dan continues his photographic journey and hopes to be recognised as one of Australia’s leading landscape
photographers.
For further information about Dan Proud and to view his work, visit www.danproud.biz

www.danproud.biz
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