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Welcome to Sydney
Welcome to Sydney, one of the most spectacular and exciting cities in the world. 

Use this guide to help you discover Sydney’s top attractions and activities by 

following our suggested daily itineraries.

Sydney at a glance

Sydney doesn’t exactly hide its charms. ‘If you’ve got it, flaunt it’ 

could well be the harbour city’s motto. 

Endowed with a sparkling harbour, dazzling beaches and a sunny, 

Mediterranean climate, its setting alone has guaranteed Sydney 

a place among the most glamorous cities on the planet. 

Grafted onto those natural splendours is an impressive array 

of worldly treasures, including a rich blend of cultures, a relaxed, 

unbuttoned lifestyle and an appetite for life that makes this the 

most exhilarating city in the South Pacific. 

Must do’s in Sydney

• Climb the majestic Sydney Harbour Bridge

• Enjoy Sydney Harbour on a ferry, yacht, kayak or cruise

• Take a tour of the Sydney Opera House

• Learn to surf at Bondi Beach

• See koalas and kangaroos at Taronga Zoo

When to visit

Sydney enjoys about 300 sunny days a year, making it an ideal 

year-round destination. Australia’s seasons are opposite to those 

in the northern hemisphere, with summer officially starting in 

December and winter in June. 

Sydney enjoys a temperate climate; the warmest months are 

December to February, with an average maximum temperature 

of 25º (77F). The average minimum temperature from June to 

August is 9º (48F).

To and from the airport

Located eight kilometres from the city centre, Sydney Airport 

has three terminals (T1 international, T2 and T3 domestic). 

Taxis to the city cost around $25 and take about 20 minutes. 

The Airport Link train runs approximately every 10 minutes 

and takes 13 minutes to the city. 

There are also a number of bus services from the airport to 

the city and to selected hotels. For more information, visit

www.sydneyairport.com.au

Getting around

Sydney’s transport system comprises a rail network, light rail, 

monorail, ferries and buses. There are plenty of taxis, as well as 

water taxis. For transport information, visit www.131500.com.au

The Sydney Explorer Bus and the Bondi Explorer Bus offer lively 

commentary about Sydney’s key attractions. Visitors can hop 

on and off as many times as they like. The Bondi Explorer travels 

from the city through the eastern suburbs to Bondi, stopping at 

Sydney’s most scenic harbourside locations and surf beaches. 

The Sydney Explorer Bus takes visitors on a 27-stop tour of the city. 

For more information, visit www.sydneypass.info/sydneyexplorer

Travel passes

The Sydney Pass allows unlimited travel on any public bus or 

harbour ferry, the Airport Express Bus, the Sydney Explorer buses 

and the three sightseeing cruises operated by the State Transit 

Authority. It also includes return travel between Sydney Airport 

and the city, and provides discounted entry to a number of 

Sydney attractions. Three-, five- or seven-day Sydney Passes 

are available. www.sydneypass.info

For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com



Area focus Circular Quay and city centre

Experiences Visit the Sydney Opera House, take a harbour cruise, explore harbourside gardens

SYDNEY 
HIGHLIGHTS
Day 1

GETTING THERE

The Sydney Opera House is located 

at Bennelong Point, near Circular 

Quay. Take a train or bus to 

Circular Quay and walk along the 

promenade to the Opera House.

Sydney Opera House Tour (map ref 19)

www.sydneyoperahouse.com

One of Australia’s most famous landmarks should be your first, and 

perhaps most memorable, sight in Sydney. Completed in 1973, Danish 

architect Jørn Utzon’s building has become one of the most distinctive 

and famous buildings of the 20th century. Take a one-hour Sydney 

Opera House Tour or a two-hour Backstage Tour.

GETTING THERE

Sydney Tower is located above 

Centrepoint Shopping Centre, at the 

corner of Pitt and Market Streets in 

the city centre.

Sydney Tower (map ref 20)

www.sydneytower.com.au

See Sydney from a different perspective: 250 metres high, the Sydney 

Tower Observation Deck is the highest in the southern hemisphere and 

offers panoramic views, with free telescopes and free guided tours. The 

adventurous can experience open-air, 360-degree views from the roof 

during a Skywalk that has moving, glass-floored viewing platforms.

GETTING THERE

Cruises operate from Circular 

Quay and include short highlights 

or lunch and dinner cruises. Tribal 

Warrior Aboriginal Cruise gives an 

Aboriginal perspective on Sydney.

Sydney Harbour cruises (map ref 17)

www.captaincook.com.au | www.magisticcruises.com.au | 

www.matilda.com | www.tribalwarrior.org

Sydney Harbour, one of the world’s most beautiful harbours, is also a 

national park. A leisurely cruise on this vast, blue expanse takes you 

past the Opera House and Harbour Bridge, some of Australia’s most 

expensive real estate, harbourside gardens and beaches.

GETTING THERE

Take a ferry to Darling Harbour 

from Circular Quay or catch the 

monorail from the city centre. 

Darling Harbour is a short walk 

from the city centre.

At night – Darling Harbour (map ref 8)

www.darlingharbour.com.au

Finish off the day at this lively waterfront precinct that is one 

of Sydney’s largest dining, shopping and entertainment areas. 

King Street Wharf is packed with sleek dining establishments, while 

Cockle Bay Wharf offers waterfront promenades with alfresco cafés, 

bars and restaurants.

GETTING THERE

The Gardens overlook the 

Opera House. Guided walking 

tours including an Aboriginal 

Heritage Tour are available.

Royal Botanic Gardens (map ref 15)

www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

Wrapped around Farm Cove at the edge of Sydney Harbour, this oasis 

in the heart of the city occupies one of Sydney’s most spectacular 

positions. The Gardens have an outstanding collection of both national 

and international plants, winding pathways, ponds and a restaurant.

Learn about Sydney’s rich Aboriginal culture in a display garden.

For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com



Area focus The Rocks, around the harbour

Experiences Climb the bridge, visit the zoo, discover cultural attractions

SYDNEY 
HIGHLIGHTS
Day 2

GETTING THERE

BridgeClimb entrance is at 

5 Cumberland Street, The Rocks. 

It is a 10-minute walk from 

Circular Quay along George Street.

BridgeClimb (map ref 4)

www.bridgeclimb.com

This is the ‘must do’ in Sydney, an adventure that you will never forget. 

From the summit of one of the world’s most recognised structures, 

there are breathtaking views over the stunning harbour and city. 

BridgeClimb is the original tour, while the newer Discovery Climb 

takes you inside the arches to the top. 

GETTING THERE

A 10-minute walk from the 

city centre. Circular Quay is a 

hub for trains, buses, ferries and 

water taxis.

The Rocks (map ref 14 and 11)

www.therocks.com | www.mca.com.au

The Rocks is a maze of cobblestone lanes, cul-de-sacs and courtyards, 

jam-packed with shops, warehouses and terraces that were built in the 

early 19th century. Visit the Rocks Discovery Centre or join a Rocks 

Walking Tour, an evening ghost tour or historic pubs tour. The Museum 

of Contemporary Art is also well worth a visit.

GETTING THERE

Ferries depart Wharf 2, Circular 

Quay, every half hour and take 

12 minutes. It is also accessible 

by bus from Wynyard Station.

Taronga Zoo (map ref 21)

www.zoo.nsw.gov.au

At this award-winning zoo you’ll see Australia’s unique wildlife as well 

as exotic animals from around the world. There are over 2,000 rare and 

endangered animals, such as Western Lowland gorillas, Sumatran tigers, 

Kodiak bears, giraffes, chimpanzees and five Asian elephants. The latest 

addition to the zoo is the 2.4ha Wild Asia, a complete Asian rainforest.

GETTING THERE

The Rocks area is located 

beneath the Harbour Bridge and 

Circular Quay is a hub for trains, 

buses and ferries.

At night – The Rocks and Circular Quay (map ref 7)

www.therocks.com | www.bestrestaurants.com

The many restaurants, bars, hotels and cafes here serve up great views 

of “the harbour, the house and the bridge” with their creative menus. 

It’s simply a matter of choice when dining out in The Rocks and around 

Circular Quay. There are historic pubs, celebrity chefs, fresh seafood 

platters and modern Australian cuisine at its very best.

GETTING THERE

A short walk from the city 

centre to the Domain parklands. 

The gallery is on the Sydney 

Explorer bus route (stop 6).

Art Gallery of New South Wales (map ref 1)

www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au

The Art Gallery of NSW has a rich and diverse collection with 

permanent Australian, European, Asian, contemporary and photographic 

galleries, including works by Brett Whiteley and Margaret Preston. 

The Yiribana Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Gallery offers an 

excellent introduction to the indigenous art and culture of Australia.

For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com



Area focus Darling Harbour

Experiences See great Sydney attractions

SYDNEY 
HIGHLIGHTS
Day 3

GETTING THERE

Darling Harbour is a 5-minute 

walk from the city centre. 

Arrive by ferry or water taxi, 

monorail or Metro Light Rail.

Darling Harbour (map ref 8)

www.darlingharbour.com.au

This horseshoe-shaped bay on the western side of the city has some 

of Sydney’s top attractions. Waterside restaurants, cafes and bars at 

Cockle Bay Wharf and King Street Wharf are arranged around the 

sparkling waterside park. Take a spin on the harbour in a jet-boat, 

enjoy a harbour cruise or leisurely sail departing from Darling Harbour. 

GETTING THERE

Short walk from Darling Harbour 

or Chinatown. Sydney Explorer 

Bus stop 18, Metro Light Rail 

Paddy’s Market Station.

The Powerhouse Museum (map ref 13)

www.powerhousemuseum.com

Based in a massive, 19th century power station, the Powerhouse is 

Sydney’s largest museum with an outstanding collection of treasures 

and rare objects from Australia and around the world. It’s a welcoming, 

kid-friendly museum using interactive displays, touch screens, 

performance and workshops to keep everyone entertained.

GETTING THERE

Located right on Darling Harbour 

and 5 minutes from the city centre. 

Sydney Explorer Bus stop 22, ferry 

from Circular Quay or monorail. 

Sydney Aquarium and Sydney Wildlife World
(map ref 16)

www.sydneyaquarium.com.au | www.sydneywildlifeworld.com.au

Walk underwater through tunnels at Sydney Aquarium to see sharks, 

manta rays and fish swimming above. See the largest collection of sharks 

in captivity, some over 3m in length. The aquarium is part of Sydney 

Wildlife World which houses 6,000 Australian animals, all under one roof.

At night – Chinatown and Haymarket (map ref 5) 

www.seesydney.com

Chinatown and Haymarket offer an exciting mix of restaurants, 

food halls, noodle bars and Asian supermarkets. Dine at any time of 

the day at one of the 80 Asian restaurants in the area (some stay open 

until 3 am). Nearby there’s a lively Spanish Quarter, the place to buy 

jamon and chorizo and to try paella and Spanish dancing. 

GETTING THERE

Short walk from Chinatown or 

Darling Harbour or Central 

Station. Take Metro Light Rail to 

Haymarket Station or monorail 

to Entertainment Centre Station.

Chinese Garden of Friendship (map ref 6)

www.chinesegarden.com.au

This oasis in the heart of the city has winding pathways, pavilions, 

lakes and waterfalls. The design for the one-hectare garden is based 

on a typical private garden from the Ming dynasty. Enjoy walking 

through the garden and have a jasmine tea in the traditional-style 

Chinese teahouse.

For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com

GETTING THERE

A 10-minute walk from the 

city centre or bus trip from 

Circular Quay. Central Station 

is the closest rail station.



Area focus Bondi or Manly

Experiences Enjoy a day at the beach

SYDNEY 
HIGHLIGHTS
Day 4

GETTING THERE

Bondi Beach is 7 kilometres from 

the city centre. Stop 12 on the 

Bondi Explorer Bus route from 

the city or take a bus from Bondi 

Junction to Campbell Parade.

Bondi Beach (map ref 2)

www.seesydney.com

Inhabited by backpackers, board riders and devotees of the body 

beautiful, Bondi is one of Sydney’s most eclectic and exciting precincts. 

A walk along its promenade gives you the chance to experience its 

carefree, sun-drenched lifestyle. Campbell Parade, has surf shops, 

souvenirs, cafés, bars and organic produce. 

GETTING THERE

A short walk along Manly Cove 

promenade from Manly Wharf. At 

the Spit Bridge catch a bus back to 

Manly or in to the city.

Manly to Spit Walk (map ref 10)

www.seesydney.com

This 9.5 km walk from Manly to the Spit Bridge is a sensational walk 

around Sydney Harbour’s northern foreshores. A study in contrasts, the 

walk takes you through some of Sydney’s most glamorous harbourside 

real estate, past gun emplacements, hidden beaches, subtropical 

rainforest, Aboriginal middens and tracts of wild coastal heath. 

GETTING THERE

For the Bondi to Bronte walk, get 

out at stop 12 or 13 on the Bondi 

Explorer Bus route from the city. 

For the South Head walk it’s stop 

at Watsons Bay.

Coastal walks near Bondi (map ref 3 and 18)

www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au | www.seesydney.com

Part of Sydney Harbour National Park, South Head has spectacular 

scenery, with sandstone cliffs overlooking the entrance to Sydney 

Harbour. There are several short walking tracks around the headland. 

The one-hour Bondi to Bronte Coastal Walk is another great Sydney 

walk that follows the coastline.

GETTING THERE

Manly ferries to the city operate 

until late. Buses and trains to the 

city operate from Bondi Beach and 

Bondi Junction until late.

At night – Manly and Bondi (map ref 9 and 2)

www.seesydney.com

Both Bondi and Manly beaches are now just as well known for their 

great restaurants, cafes and bars as they are for their waves. In Bondi you 

can dine in a sleek restaurant on a headland, sip on a cocktail watching 

the sun set or munch on a delicious pizza. In Manly enjoy a refreshing 

beverage at Manly Wharf, or dine in style overlooking the beach.

GETTING THERE

Catch a Manly ferry from Circular 

Quay. The ferry trip is 30 minutes 

or 15 minutes by Manly Jetcat.

Manly Beach (map ref 9 and 12)

www.seesydney.com

A visit to Manly by ferry from Circular Quay is a “must do” Sydney 

experience. Manly combines a laid-back attitude with a sophisticated 

dining scene and stylish boutiques. Walk, roller-blade or cycle along the 

oceanfront, take a learn-to-surf class, visit Oceanworld Manly to get a 

fish-eye view of the underwater world. 

For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com
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For more information on Sydney, visit www.seesydney.com
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