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Stretching from Sydney’s Royal 
National Park to Eden, near the 
Victorian border, the South Coast of 
NSW forms a string of pristine beaches 
and bays, backed by a hinterland 
that includes more than 30 national 
parks, marine parks and reserves.

Here you’ll fi nd glittering white sands 
– renowned as some of the whitest 
in the world – and an abundance of 
wildlife, from penguins to whales. 

Take the spectacular Grand Pacifi c 
Drive and discover pretty seaside 
towns and historic villages where 
you can browse in country markets 
and charming specialty stores. 
Dive under a historic wharf, learn 
about the killer whale that once 
guided whalers to their prey or just 
relax on an uncrowded beach. 

On the South Coast you’ll fi nd your 

own piece of paradise.

South Coast of NSW
secret coves… 
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The Grand Pacifi c Drive

”

◊

1

1

1

The new Grand Pacifi c Drive has quickly 

gained a reputation as one of the State’s 

most spectacular touring routes – a road 

that combines innovation, driving pleasure 

and scenic beauty.

The visual spectacle hits top gear on the 

dramatic 665-m Sea Cliff Bridge, a cantilevered 

marvel perched 41 m above sea level. The 

bridge and the Grand Pacifi c Drive give you 

your green light to even larger sea-sculpted 

dreams – the greater South Coast.  

Royal National Park
Heading south from Sydney, via the Princes 

Highway, turn off at Loftus and follow the signs 

that take you into the Royal National Park. 

The second oldest national park in the world, 

the Royal boasts rainforest, creeks, wildfl ower 

meadows, sandstone headlands, wild stretches 

of coastal heath and marvellous walking trails.

Put on your walking shoes and discover the 

wilderness or, in season (June to November), 

watch whales cruising past the headlands. 

As you spiral down from the heights of the 

park along Lady Wakehurst Drive, stop off at 

Bald Hill Lookout for an inspiring panorama 

across the beach at Stanwell Park as well as 

the coast south to Wollongong and beyond.

Coastal marvel
From Bald Hill, follow Lawrence Hargrave Drive 

and get set for the drive of a lifetime. Between 

Coalcliff and Clifton, Lawrence Hargrave 

Drive swerves out dramatically from the 

This 140-km drive takes you south from Sydney along a sensational 

coastline, through rainforests and seaside villages.

SOUTH COAST OF NSW



7

cliffs at Sea Cliff Bridge. This graceful span is 

best appreciated on foot. Stop at the parking 

zone and take your camera to the pedestrian 

walkway. During the migration season, you 

might even spot a whale off-shore.

For the ultimate thrill, hop on the pillion seat 

of a Harley-Davidson and roar along Lawrence 

Hargrave Drive. Continue through the Northern 

Wollongong coastal villages, stopping for a 

homemade gelato at Austinmer Beach or a 

snack at one of the local cafés, or take a dip 

in the sea at Thirroul. 

Wonders of Wollongong
Continue along the Grand Pacifi c Drive 

south to Wollongong Harbour. With its array 

of fi shing boats and lighthouses, the harbour 

is a fi ne backdrop for a stroll. Follow Marine 

Drive south as it curves away from the sea, 

and stop at the Five Islands Brewery to sample 

some of their product and enjoy a meal on the 

terrace overlooking the beach. 

Turn left into Corrimal Street, then right 

onto Masters Road, and follow the signs to 

Unanderra. Take the Five Islands Road exit, 

turn left into Glastonbury Road and head for 

the landmark Nan Tien Temple with its giant 

pagoda, the largest Buddhist temple in the 

southern hemisphere.

Nan Tien means ‘Paradise of the South’. Here 

you’ll fi nd extensive gardens and a dining hall 

that serves delicious vegetarian food. Tours, 

meditation or cooking classes and short-break 

stays are available.

Follow the signs to Shellharbour, past Lake 

Illawarra, and continue to Shellharbour Village. 

Shellharbour
Shellharbour’s oceanfront café strip, with a 

great mix of award-winning restaurants and 

an eclectic range of specialty stores, is fast 

becoming an attraction in itself.

South of the village at Bass Point, Bushrangers 

Bay is a Marine Aquatic Reserve with some of 

the fi nest shore diving and snorkelling on the 

South Coast. Its most prominent feature is an 

underwater cliff face with hundreds of small 

cavities that shelter sea urchins and tropical fi sh.

Kiama
Head back to Shellharbour Road and follow 

the Princes Highway south to Kiama, where 

there is much to discover, including the town’s 

famous Blowhole and the local beaches. 

Continue along the Princes Highway. Just 

south of the turn-off to Gerringong, follow 

the signs to Crooked River Winery, which 

produces a premium range of wines on a 

former dairy farm. 

Drive past Gerringong to Seven Mile Beach, 

where you can make the most of this wild 

and inspiring stretch of coast by going for a 

walk along the water’s edge.

From Shoalhaven Heads, you’ll fi nd the 

unspoilt beaches, hinterland, wilderness and 

dairy-farming areas of the Eurobodalla before 

continuing south to explore the Sapphire 

For more information, contact the

Illawarra Visitor Information Centre, 

telephone: (02) 4229 5802, or visit our website:

www.illawarratourism.com.au

Coast. Or you can turn inland on Kangaroo 

Valley Road to Berry and the Kangaroo  Valley, 

taking Cambewarra Road to the top of the 

escarpment to explore the Southern Highlands. 

Here a range of cultural, artistic and historical 

features – along with boutique wineries, 

farmhouse cheeses, berry farms, specialty 

honey and jams – are yours to discover.

THE GRAND PACIFIC DRIVE

Photographs

above left to right: Dramatic Sea Cliff Bridge,

Grand Pacifi c Drive; Farm Beach, Shellharbour

(Paul Blackmore); Bald Hill, Wollongong

below: Wollongong Harbour
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The Illawarra
Within an hour of southern Sydney, the Illawarra has the forests and peaks of the 

coastal escarpment on one side, and a ribbon of beautiful beaches on the other.

Panoramic views
The gateway to the South Coast, the Illawarra 

is one of the few points along the coast where 

the richly coloured escarpment meets the sea. 

Blessed with a combination of natural scenic 

beauty and refi ned city chic, the towns and 

villages of the Illawarra – framed by Stanwell 

Park and Wollongong in the north, south to 

Shellharbour, Kiama and Gerringong on the 

coast, with the hidden hinterland delight 

of Jamberoo, and extending to Gerroa – are 

packed with a full spectrum of delights to 

captivate any visitor.

Travel to the Illawarra via the F6 Southern 

Freeway, and pause to admire the amazing 

view at Bulli Pass Scenic Reserve. Perched on 

the very brink of the 340-m escarpment, the 

reserve commands a spectacular panorama 

of Wollongong, its beautiful harbour and the 

jewel-coloured expanse of the Greater Illawarra.

Wollongong
Wollongong is the State’s third largest city, a 

vibrant, cosmopolitan city set on a narrow strip 

of land where the green hills of the coastal 

escarpment fall into the sea. In a glorious 

natural setting, Wollongong also has superb 

beaches and a growing reputation as a city 

that appreciates fi ne food and wine. Its range 

of accommodation options also makes this a 

perfect base for exploring the Illawarra region. 

Towering 468 m above sea level and just a few 

kilometres from the coast, Mt Keira Lookout 

offers a sublime view over Wollongong and 

its coastline. If you’re feeling energetic, tackle 

the Mt Keira Ring Track, a 5.5-km walking trail 

that encircles the mountain, passing through 

rainforest and eucalypt forest.

Visitors to the Illawarra will also fi nd 

Wollongong’s Nan Tien Temple, the largest 

Buddhist temple in the southern hemisphere. 

With its towering orange-roofed pagoda, the 

temple offers extensive gardens and short-stay 

accommodation. Here you can enjoy a variety 

of classes – on meditation, calligraphy, tea 

ceremonies and cooking.

See more than sea shells 
at Shellharbour
Shellharbour, located in the heart of the 

Illawarra’s holiday playground, boasts dazzling 

beaches that make it ideal for a relaxing 

escape by the sea, an adventure getaway 

or a simple nature holiday. Beachfront 

accommodation and waterside restaurants 

and cafés make it a fi rm favourite with visitors, 

while Shellharbour’s cycleways, golf courses 

and forest reserves add to the city’s short-

break appeal. 

A walk through Blackbutt Forest Reserve or 

Macquarie Pass National Park reveals some of 

the area’s natural beauty. For an extra buzz, 

hop on the back of a Harley-Davidson and 

cruise the roads that hug the coastline and 

link lovely seaside towns.  

Take a scenic fl ight to see the spectacular 

Illawarra from the skies, or book with one of the 

MUST SEE AND DO

Experience the Grand Pacifi c Drive and 

walk along the 665-m Sea Cliff Bridge.

Soar like a bird with a tandem 

paragliding or hang-gliding experience, 

or try NSW’s only beach skydive. 

Bushrangers Bay, a Marine Aquatic 

Reserve at Bass Point, Shellharbour.

Take a journey of a different kind at the 

Nan Tien Temple, the largest Buddhist 

temple in the southern hemisphere.

Meander through Minnamurra

Rainforest – the boardwalks and walking 

tracks provide spectacular views of the 

canyon carved by the Minnamurra River.

Photographs

above left to right: Wollongong’s coastline;

There she blows! The Kiama Blowhole (Simon

Bayliss); Werri Beach near Kiama (Anson

Smart); Minnamurra Rainforest

SOUTH COAST OF NSW
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several dive and fi shing operators who can take 

you to where the action is. Wander through 

shopping precincts in search of retail thrills or 

check out the entertainment to be found in 

clubs, pubs and city venues, including the Roo 

Theatre and a cinema complex.

Playtime at Kiama
Famous for its Blowhole, Kiama sits on a 

peninsula that rises from the sweeping curve of 

Bombo Beach. On the cliffs at Blowhole Point, 

waves surging into an underground cavity are 

compressed and forced upwards, then explode 

high into the air, accompanied by a loud 

‘oomph’. The strength varies according to wind, 

waves and tides, but when it’s pumping, the 

Blowhole always draws a crowd.

Next to the visitor centre at Blowhole Point, 

the Pilot’s Cottage Museum tells the story of 

Kiama’s colourful past, from the time when 

cedar cutting, basalt quarries and dairy farming 

were the town’s mainstays.

Follow the Princes Highway and you’ll see 

Saddleback Mountain Road rise 600 m from 

the coast to a magnifi cent lookout. On a clear 

day, you’ll be able to see more than 100 km – 

from Cronulla to Pigeon House Mountain near 

Milton. Walk along Hoddle’s Trail, a 60-minute 

ramble along the edge of the escarpment.

Inland jewels
Minnamurra Rainforest looks like something 

out of the Amazon jungle. In the shadow of the 

Great Dividing Range, just inland from Kiama, 

giant roots creep across the forest fl oor, thick 

strangler fi gs lasso trees, and raucous bird calls 

erupt from the canopy high overhead. 

From the Minnamurra Rainforest Centre, a 

1.6-km elevated boardwalk winds towards 

the escarpment and across Minnamurra 

Creek, giving easy access to the 400-hectare 

rainforest. If you feel like a more substantial 

hike, there’s a two-hour return walk to 

Minnamurra Falls.

Any visit to Minnamurra Rainforest demands 

a stop at Jamberoo, a delightful little village 

surrounded by emerald green farms with the 

escarpment in the background. Jamberoo 

was established as early as 1820, originally to 

harvest the rich cedar forests that built much 

of colonial Sydney. Take a short stroll around 

town to explore its historic churches, and poke 

around in Fredericks General Store. On Sunday 

afternoons enjoy music and entertainment at 

the Jamberoo Pub.

If there are children on board, take them to 

Jamberoo Action Park, where Billabong Beach, 

Rapid River, Outback Bay and Surf Hill are the 

raw ingredients for an action-packed adventure 

playground. You can easily spend a day there, 

and count on tired and content children at the 

end of it.

Stories to tell
If the shriek of a steam whistle sends a tingle 

down your spine, the Illawarra Light Railway 

Museum at Albion Park, near Shellharbour, 

is the place for you. Dedicated to the small  

steam- and diesel-powered locomotives that 

served in the mining and agricultural industries, 

performing tasks such as hauling sugar cane to 

refi neries in the north Queensland cane fi elds, 

this museum is packed with attractions. There’s 

also a display of passenger cars and rolling 

stock, most of them beautifully restored.

Albion Park’s Tongarra Museum showcases 

the history of the Illawarra with artefacts, 

photographs, historical documents and 

sketches. The displays relate to Aboriginal 

history, the era of the timber cutters and 

the development of the dairy and mining 

industries. The focal point of the museum 

is a bronze bust of Caroline Chisholm, ‘The 

Emigrant’s Friend’, who settled more than 

20 families in Shellharbour in 1843.

Step back in time with a visit to the HARS 

(Historical Aviation Restoration Society) 

Aviation Museum at the Illawarra Regional 

Airport, Shellharbour. Dedicated to the 

preservation of aviation history, here you can 

view fully restored operational aircraft such 

as the De Havilland Tiger Moth, a Cessna 

C-180, a Consolidated PBY Catalina and, the 

pride of the fl eet, ‘Connie’ – a Lockheed Super 

Constellation, the giant of the skies.

For more information, contact the

Illawarra Visitor Information Centre, 

telephone: (02) 4229 5802, or visit our website:

www.illawarratourism.com.au

THE ILLAWARRA
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The Illawarra is made for outdoor 

adventures. The region has a premium 

array of beaches, lakes, mountains 

and wilderness, and you only have to 

watch those hang-gliders spiralling 

down from the heights above 

Stanwell Park to know that this is 

a great place to spread your wings. 

Don’t miss a scenic fl ight. 

A number of designated coastal 

cycleways make the Illawarra ideal 

for cycling, whether you’re solo and 

athletic or part of a family group. 

Except for a few road crossings, the 

Bulli to Wollongong cycleway is a 

fully off-road, purpose-built track 

that runs parallel to the ocean and is 

easily accessible by public transport 

at both ends. 

Located between Wollongong and 

Shellharbour, Lake IIlawarra is an 

aquatic paradise, offering a choice 

of canoeing, waterskiing, sailing, 

prawning and fi shing. 

Fine food and wine
The Illawarra is shaping up as a fi ne food 

destination. A number of the region’s skilled 

chefs are making a name for themselves with 

fresh and innovative recipes based on the 

exceptional regional produce. 

In Wollongong, restaurants such as Lorenzo’s 

Diner, Michael’s, The Lagoon Seafood 

Restaurant and Beachouse bring the fi ne-

dining experience to some brilliant locations. 

At Addison’s Seafood Grill & Bar, the Ocean 

Beach Hotel and Relish on Addison in 

Shellharbour Village, you can enjoy award-

winning cuisine and great views.

Travelling around the Illawarra, you might also 

notice that it’s increasingly a wine-growing 

region. The area now boasts numerous wineries 

and cellar doors offering many grape varieties 

and blends.

In Gerringong, the Crooked River Winery 

produces a premium range of wines – including 

chardonnay, cabernet sauvignon, merlot, 

sangiovese and a port made from chardonnay 

grapes – on a former dairy farm. Its café serves 

modern Australian food with a Mediterranean 

infl uence to complement the sunny views. 

Five Islands Brewery

The fi rst brewery in the Illawarra, Five 

Islands Brewery is also Australia’s largest 

microbrewery. Built as a showcase as well 

as a production facility, the brewery produces 

a range of chemical- and preservative-free 

beers that contain no added sugar.

The Five Islands Brewery’s extensive tasting 

list includes: Dapto Draught, the brewery’s 

standard lager; a dark ale known as Bulli Black; 

the Belgian-style Longboard; and Parkyns Shark 

Oil – a traditional Indian pale ale named after 

the only inhabitant of the Five Islands, who 

caught sharks to produce oil.

You can also enjoy a meal at the Sixth Island 

Bar, a terrace just 50 m from the beach, a great 

spot to enjoy a selection of bar food.

In Kiama there are plenty of options for dining 

out and enjoying harbour views at this pretty 

seaside town. The new Blue Diamond Bar & 

Bistro is part of a stylish apartment complex 

that overlooks the harbour. There’s also a Thai 

restaurant and alfresco cafe, Sugar Bag, in the 

same location.

Fish and chips are the perfect fare to enjoy 

along the foreshores of the harbour or by 

the beach. A special treat is high tea at 

Ravensthorpe Guesthouse & Restaurant where 

you can admire the delightful heritage gardens 

as you sip on a delicious brew.

Take a walk along the beach before heading 

to 55 on Collins in the main street of Kiama. 

This is delicious contemporary food served in 

a casual restaurant where you can admire, and 

even buy, the paintings that hang on the walls.

Food to drive for
When talented chefs create dishes using the best local produce in an 

inspiring location, the result is well worth a drive.

Adventures 
unlimited

Photographs

above left to right: Hang-gliding from Bald

Hill, Wollongong; Local produce inspires

talented chefs (Jane Dempster)

over, page 13: Touring delightful Gerringong

For more information, contact the

Illawarra Visitor Information Centre,

telephone: (02) 4229 5802, or visit our

website: www.illawarratourism.com.au

SOUTH COAST OF NSW 

For more information, contact the 

Illawarra Visitor Information Centre,

telephone: (02) 4229 5802, or visit our 

website: www.illawarratourism.com.au
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HHHI

A beautiful seaside location offering clean 
beaches and rural tranquility. Stay in one of our 
4 fully self-contained beachside cottages or our 
ensuite cabins with harbour and ocean views. 
Waterfront tourist sites available.

1 John St, Shellharbour

Telephone (02) 4295 1123

www.shellharbourtouristpark.com.au

Rates: From $23 to $220 per room per night*

Shellharbour Accommodation

Shellharbour Beachside
Tourist Park

HHHHI

Gerringong Accommodation

Bellachara - a sensational luxury boutique hotel 

created to offer guests a personal experience.

All of our rooms are beautifully styled in rich 

chocolate and soft white tones. They feature 

crisp white bed linen, deep long baths or double 

walk-in showers and either spacious balconies

or lovely garden views. 

All rooms have tea & coffee making facilities 

and, for those who prefer to self cater, some of 

our rooms have full galley kitchens.

Rooms at Bellachara accommodate up to

four guests, while interconnecting rooms can

accommodate six.
Fern St, Gerringong

Telephone (02) 4234 1359

www.bellachara.com.au

Rates: From $195 per room per night*

Enjoy our day spa, 2 pools and tennis court,

shop at Bellaliving for gorgeous things

or book the kids into Jaks Corner Kids Club

for fun activities.

Bellachara Boutique Hotel

HHHHI

Offering spacious, contemporary 1- and 
2-bedroom serviced apartments. Located in 
the heart of Wollongong’s CBD within an 
easy stroll of restaurants, shopping, beaches 
and entertainment. 

59-61 Kembla St, Wollongong

Telephone (02) 4221 1500

www.questwollongong.com.au

Rates: From $190 per room per night*

Wollongong Accommodation

Quest Wollongong

HHHI

• Winner 2005 Illawarra Tourism Awards
• Unique holiday park on Crooked River
• 5-minute walk from Seven Mile Beach
• 3-night package from $399 includes 4½-star 

waterfront cabin, breakfast daily and FREE 
dolphin-watch cruise.

107 Crooked River Rd, Gerroa

Telephone (02) 4234 1233

www.gerroashores.com.au

Gerroa Accommodation

Gerroa Shores Holiday Park

HHHI

Bulli, Corrimal and Windang Accommodation

www.touristparks.wollongong.nsw.gov.au

Rates: $20 unpowered site, $75 On-site cabins*

Wollongong City Tourist Parks

HHHH

A stylish and contemporary hotel located in the 
heart of Wollongong. Only a brief walk immerses 
you in all that Wollongong has to offer - shops, 
beaches and Entertainment Centre. Rydges 
Wollongong, the ultimate short break hotel.

112 Burelli St, Wollongong

Telephone (02) 4220 7800

www.ryrr dges.com

Rates: From $170 per room per night*

Wollongong Accommodation

Rydges Wollongong

*  Rates valid at date of publication, October 2006. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject

to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions. 

Picture yourself relaxing on the verandah of a
luxury cabin overlooking the water, or watching
the sun set behind the mountains while enjoying 
your own catch of the day and sipping a cool drink. 
Enjoy one of our broad golden beaches. Take a short 
scenic drive to majestic lookouts and lush rain-
forests. Dine out at superb restaurants. All these 
choices and more are available to you when staying 
at one of Wollongong’s beachside tourist parks.

•  Bulli Beach – 1 Farrell Road, Bulli
Telephone (02) 4285 5677

•  Corrimal Beach – Lake Parade, Corrimal
Telephone (02) 4285 5688

•  Windang Beach – Fern Street, Windang
Telephone (02) 4297 3166
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Jamberoo Attraction / Activities

Jamberoo Action Park

Sophisticated coastal living, magnificent views,
golden sands, great surf... all less than 2 hours by
car from Sydney. Stay at Mistral (sleeps 8) from
$300 per night or visit our website to see our
many other South Coast properties. We take the
work out of leisure.

Telephone (02) 4234 2065

www.southcoastholidays.com.au

South Coast Accommodation

South Coast Holidays - Booking agent

Experience the ultimate thrill of a 250km/h
freefall at NSW’s only beach skydive. From
14000ft, take in the views of Sydney, the
Illawarra Escarpment and the South Coast,
before landing on the beach.

Stuart Park, North Wollongong

Telephone 1800 663 634

www.skykk divethebeach.com.au

North Wollongong Attraction / Activities

Skydive the Beach

Rates: From $259.00 per person

Open to the public 7 days a week.
Enjoy the views and accept the challenge at Links
Shell Cove, destined to be one of the top 100
courses in the country. Links is attached to a
friendly licensed hotel and is only one hour’s
drive south of Sydney - 50 electric carts for hire.

Telephone (02) 4237 5555

www.linksshellcove.com.au

Shellharbour Attraction / Activities

The Links Shell Cove

Rates: 18 holes from $5*

Five Islands Brewery - Wollongong’s own
brewery on the beach. Open 7 days, the bar
offers 10 locally brewed beers, chemical-
and preservative-free. Try a beer and grab a
meal from the many options available on
the bar menu.

Cnr Crown and Harbour Streets, Wollongong

Telephone (02) 4228 2854

www.fiveislandsbreweryrr .com

Wollongong Restaurant

Five Islands Brewery

HHHH

Relax in one of our modern, spacious rooms.
Situated in the heart of Shellharbour Village,
stroll to restaurants and cafes, specialty shops
and pristine beaches. Ideally located close to
clubs, golf courses and regional attractions.

28 Maryrr Street, Shellharbour

Telephone (02) 4296 9235

www.shellharbourmotel.com.au

Shellharbour Accommodation

Shellharbour Village Motel

Rates: from $95 per night*

Enjoy the opportunity for hands-on encounters
with wildlife at Wollongong’s own zoo. Set in
6.5 hectares of bushland, Symbio is home to
crocodiles, koalas, Tasmanian devils, red pandas,
meerkats, kangaroos and alligators. Open 9.30am
daily. Picnic grounds, kiosk and swimming pools.

7-11 Lawrence Hargrave Drive, Stanwell Tops

Telephone (02) 4294 1244

www.symbiozoo.com.au

Stanwell Tops Attraction / Activities

Symbio Wildlife Gardens

*  Rates valid at date of publication, October 2006. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 

to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

NSW’s largest theme park gives visitors a wild 
ride and the perfect break every time.

The coolest new attraction is Outback Bay, a 
gigantic wave pool that rolls waves up to 1.5 m 
high onto a sandy beach. Completing the sand 
and sea theme, there is a lighthouse and wharf 
where visitors can enjoy fi sh’n’chips. There’s 
more waterside fun at Billabong Beach.

At Rapid River you’ll be thrilled by the 250 m 
white-water rafting course with bucking rapids, 
half-metre-high waves and cascading waterfalls.

Head to Surf Hill and Splash Out for high-speed 
action on giant water slides. For an exhilarating 
experience, hurl yourself from The Rock - you’ll 
plunge from the 5 m high launch pad into a 
deep-water pool.

The fun continues with bobsled tracks, a Le Mans 
racing circuit and an 18-hole mini-golf course.

Open daily from October to February (except 
Christmas Day) and on weekends and NSW 
Public School Holidays for the rest of the year. 

Jamberoo Road, Jamberoo
Telephone (02) 4236 0114
www.jamberoo.net





14

Shoalhaven

The lush 160-km arc of the Shoalhaven sweeps 

from the beaches and bays of a jewel-coloured 

coast to rich green, almost luminescent valleys 

inland. Nowra, Jervis Bay, Mollymook and 

Ulladulla are among the region’s coastal 

delights while Kangaroo Valley and Berry are 

some of the Shoalhaven’s hinterland gems. 

Jervis Bay
Located on the southern shores of Jervis Bay, 

Hyams Beach has a lot going for it – from the 

caster-sugar whiteness of the sand and the 

sparkling clarity of the water to the Hyams 

Beach Store. As well as the vital necessities for 

a day at the beach – magazines, hats, beach 

toys – the café side of the store offers stylish 

and satisfying food and great coffee.

Sociable and playful, the dolphins who live 

within the sheltered embrace of Jervis Bay can 

often be seen displaying their ‘aquabatic’ skills 

close to shore – or even close to sea kayaks 

in the bay. Take a dolphin-viewing cruise from 

Huskisson and, between June and November, 

you may also see migrating whales.

Huskisson
At Huskisson, the Lady Denman Maritime 

Museum relates the fascinating history of 

Jervis Bay from the different perspectives of 

whalers, timber cutters and the local Aboriginal 

people. It’s all here – shipwrecks, lighthouses, 

some outstanding examples of the boat-

builder’s craft and the history of the bay’s 

naval base. The highlight of the museum is 

the magnifi cently restored Lady Denman, a 

Huskisson-built timber ferry that served on 

Sydney Harbour for many years.

Berry
Surrounded by rich dairy country at the foot 

of the coastal escarpment, Berry is a delightful 

village crammed with antique shops and cafés. 

Over the past decade ‘The Town of Trees’ 

– on the Princes Highway, two hours south 

of Sydney – has become a favourite refuge 

for Sydneysiders seeking country air and slick 

cafés. On the fi rst Sunday of each month, 

Berry hosts a country market – complete with 

farm animals, toe-tapping music, homemade 

preserves, and rustic iron and timber furniture.

Just a short drive to the east of Berry, Seven 

Mile Beach National Park has a pristine arc of 

sand and a wealth of bird and animal life.

Kangaroo Valley
Surrounded by wonderful scenery, the historic 

village of Kangaroo Valley is set against the 

dark curtain of the escarpment. There are more 

than 20 walking trails in the area, from genteel 

strolls to rugged rambles through Morton 

National Park – and there is no more delightful 

drive than the Kangaroo Valley Road, which 

leaves Berry on its southern outskirts and 

spirals into the hills behind the town. 

Nowra and surrounds
On the outskirts of Nowra, the Fleet Air Arm 

Museum has a wonderful display of military 

A majestic coastal area backed by forested hinterland, the Shoalhaven 

is dotted with appealing villages and rustic country towns.

MUST SEE AND DO

Hire a boat and spend the day sailing 

or fi shing on the protected waters of 

St Georges Basin.

Browse in Milton’s craft galleries 

and antique shops, then head for 

Mollymook Beach, one of the region’s 

loveliest areas.

Explore the pristine heathlands and 

beaches of Booderee National Park.

Discover Coolangatta’s fascinating 

convict-built heritage.

Photographs

above left to right: Ulladulla Harbour;

Huskisson Beach; Sussex Inlet boatsheds

(Hamilton Lund); Mollymook (Hamilton Lund)
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aircraft that date back to the early days of 

naval aviation.

Bundanon, on the Shoalhaven River, inland 

from Nowra, was the home of the celebrated 

painter Arthur Boyd for several years. He 

created some of his most provocative 

landscapes there, and on Sundays, the house 

and grounds, Boyd’s studio and a collection of 

his work are open to the public.

Milton and Ulladulla
The town of Milton is strung out along a ridge 

between the sea and the blue peaks of the 

Great Dividing Range. Over the past few years 

Milton has blossomed into a pocket-sized 

delight, blending smart cafés, boutiques and 

galleries with its farming roots.

At Ulladulla, the Princes Highway sweeps 

past the town’s pretty harbour, where fi shing 

trawlers shelter behind the breakwater. It’s the 

perfect place to stop and grab some local fi sh 

and chips from the fi shing co-op.

National parks
Between Ulladulla and Batemans Bay, the 

wonderful Murramarang National Park offers 

coastal camping. At Pebbly Beach, you can get 

close to the friendly eastern grey kangaroos.

Straddling the Great Dividing Range inland 

from Nowra, Morton National Park is one 

of the State’s largest and most spectacular 

national parks, a wonderland of rust-coloured 

sandstone cliffs, rainforest gullies, wildfl ower 

heaths and waterfalls. The park is a maze of 

sandstone plateaus dissected by deep river 

valleys, the largest of which is the Shoalhaven 

River and its tributaries.

Despite the rugged terrain, there are some easy 

walks, but experienced bushwalkers can tackle 

some of the tougher hikes in places such as 

Monolith Valley.

At the south-eastern corner of Morton 

National Park, to the west of Ulladulla, Pigeon 

House Mountain is a local landmark. It is 

possible to climb to the top of the 720-m peak, 

but it’s a tough scramble that involves ladders 

as you approach the summit. 

Fresh produce
Oysters, tuna, kingfi sh and mussels are just 

some of the local seafood dishes to savour 

in the Shoalhaven. The area also has an 

ever-growing number of talented chefs who 

showcase local produce – anything from

olive oils to feta cheese. 

The Seagrass Brasserie at Huskisson, the Berry 

Bakery, Bannisters Restaurant at Mollymook 

and the Gunyah at Paperbark Camp are among 

the local restaurants and cafés to try. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Hyams Beach in Jervis Bay has one of 

the whitest sand beaches in the world.

Point Perpendicular is the highest sea-

cliff on the east coast of Australia.

Lieutenant James Cook named Pigeon

House Mountain on 21 April 1770.

On 26 January 1995, Arthur Boyd, 

one of Australia’s most distinguished 

artists, gave his property Bundanon, 

just outside Nowra, to the nation.

In 1822 Alexander Berry settled 

at Coolangatta, the fi rst European 

settlement on the South Coast.

SHOALHAVEN

For more information, contact the

Shoalhaven Visitor Information Centre, 

telephone: 1300 662 808, or visit our website:

www.shoalhavenholidays.com.au
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Relax in this luxury spa suite B&B on Jervis Bay
• Revive with an experience of natural beauty
• Escape, stroll in pristine parks and beaches
• Cruise with dolphins and whales
• www.sandholme.com.au

Jervis Street, Huskisson, NSW 2540

Telephone (02) 4441 8855

email: guesthouse@sandholme.com.au

Rates: From $200 per room per night*

Jervis Bay Accommodation

Sandholme Guesthouse

Shoalhaven Attraction / Activities

Kladis Wines is situated on the Princes Highway

at Wandandian, just 10 mins from the beautiful

beaches of Jervis Bay, Sussex Inlet and the

St Georges Basin. It boasts numerous awards,

including trophies for the Best Reds in the region,

for 4 consecutive years.

The Ironbark and Glass Restaurant and Bar,

within our Cellar Door complex, is the newest

contemporary venue in the Shoalhaven.

Imaginative, iconic and inspired, it merges old

with new and has become a South Coast

landmark and the premier venue for food,

wine and events.

Visit to try our award winning wines or enjoy a

surperb lunch or dinner in our restaurant Ironbark

and Glass.

Kladis Wines, Princes Hwyw , Wandandian

Telephone (02) 4443 5606

www.kladisestatewines.com.au

The winery is open 7 days a week, 10am to 6pm

during the Summer/Spring months, and 10am to

4pm during the autumn/winter months. The

Ironbark and Glass Restaurant and Bar is open

7 days for lunch and dinner.

Kladis Estate Winery

Shoalhaven Attraction / Activities

During their northern and southern migration,

most whales come very close to the Shoalhaven

coastline. The two most commonly seen whales

are the humpback and the southern right whale.

The best vantage points for spotting these giants

of the sea are usually headlands such as

Crookhaven Heads near the lighthouse, Point

Perpendicular at Jervis Bay, Red Head at

Bendalong and Warden Head at Ulladulla. During

2005, whales were spotted right in Jervis Bay.

The competitors in one sailing event were

entertained by three whales ‘frolicking’ near

the course they were sailing on Callala Bay.

In earlier years, mothers with their calves have

rested in Jervis Bay and off Warden Head at

Ulladulla - much to the delight of all.
Telephone 1300 662 808

www.shoalhavenholidays.com.au

Regular whale-watching cruises operate out

of Jervis Bay and Ulladulla and can be booked

on-line or by phone.

Whale-watching

HHHHH

A short stroll from Ulladulla Harbour, this
property has won 24 awards for excellence. Its
French restaurant Elizans, Art Gallery, library and
tropical gardens combine with classical music to
provide a relaxed and cultured ambience.

9 Burrill Street, Ulladulla

Telephone (02) 4455 1796

www.guesthouse.com.au

Shoalhaven Accommodation

Ulladulla Guest House

Rates: From $148 to $492

National Trust-listed landscape and historic
village with shops, galleries, restaurants and a
Pioneer Mueum. This lush valley offers superb
accommodations and activities including
horseriding, bushwalking, swimming and award
winning winery and canoe adventures.

Kangaroo Valley

Telephone 1300 662 808

www.visitkangaroovalley.com.au

Kangaroo Valley Attraction / Activities

One of Australia’s most beautiful valleys

SOUTH COAST OF NSW

*  Rates valid at date of publication, October 2006. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 

to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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When designing the new Subaru Outback we had a plan; to make

it better value than ever. First we redesigned the exterior, giving it a

more dynamic and athletic profile. We then fitted 17-inch alloy 

wheels that will also stop you in a hurry thanks to our intelligent 

Brake Assist technology.

When the luxurious new interior was drafted, we included a 

premium audio system complete with six-stack CD player and the

ability to play MP3 and WMA files. Cruise control functions were

repositioned onto our multi-function telescopic steering wheel.

New Subaru Outback now from $36,990RRP1.
Designed for the adventurous.

And a new reversible cargo area was added with high quality carpet 

on one side and a hard waterproof surface on the other.

Of course, not everything’s new. It still has Symmetrical All-Wheel 

Drive, 200mm ground clearance, a horizontally opposed Boxer

engine, and a 5-Star ANCAP occupant safety rating – no wonder the 

Outback has the highest resale value in its class.

Now from only $36,990RRP1 (plus dealer delivery and statutory

charges2) the new Outback 2.5i offers a lot more, for less. Arrange a test

drive at your nearest Subaru Retailer or visit www.subaru.com.au
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Eurobodalla

Nature’s trophy room
Fed by waters that rise in national parks and 

State forests to the north, the Clyde is the 

cleanest of all the major rivers on Australia’s 

east coast. For the fi nal 30 km of its journey to 

the sea, the 125-km river is broad and navigable 

by river cruisers, or you can hire a boat from one 

of several operators around Batemans Bay.

Montague Island, which sits just 9 km off 

Narooma, is a haven for marine and animal life. 

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 

manages the island and its wildlife, which 

includes the state’s largest colony of Australian 

and New Zealand fur seals. It is also one of the 

largest little penguin breeding sites in Australia 

and is home to a wide variety of birds such as 

peregrine falcons, crested terns and silver gulls.  

Guided tours of the island including overnight 

stays can be booked through the local visitor 

information centre.

Vivid visions from the past
The village of Mogo, 10 km south of Batemans 

Bay, is a relic from the past – a one-time gold-

mining village that has been given the kiss of 

life by the superb collection of galleries, craft 

shops and cafés that have sprung up there.

Old Mogo Town is a re-creation of the original 

19th-century gold-rush village, complete with 

mining equipment, historic shops and houses 

and a walk-through mine. 

Mogo Zoo is dedicated to the preservation of 

endangered species. It houses a large number 

of animals, including 38 rare and exotic species, 

such as red pandas, golden lion tamarins, 

otters, ring-tailed lemurs, Syrian brown bears, 

lions, giraffes and Bengal tigers. 

Mt Dromedary
Known by the local Aboriginal people as 

Gulaga, Mt Dromedary is the highest point on 

this part of the coast. Named by Lieutenant 

James Cook, the summit has some strangely 

shaped granite outcrops and is a sacred site 

for the Yuin people. Rainforest species thrive 

on the upper tiers of the mountain. A walking 

track to the summit starts at Pam’s General 

Store in the centre of Tilba Tilba. 

The Eurobodalla, with its stunning coastline of sparkling beaches, craggy 

headlands and serene rivers, is set against a backdrop of untamed wilderness. 

MUST SEE AND DO

Take a lunchtime cruise along the Clyde 

River from Batemans Bay to Nelligen. 

Explore Foxglove Spires, a romantic 

woodland garden at Tilba Tilba.

Cruise above the coast on a scenic

fl ight from Moruya Airport.

Take a tour of Montague Island 

or stay overnight. 

‘Move it, move it’ to Mogo Zoo, the

home of cheeky lemurs and big cats, 

including rare white lions.

Photographs

above left to right:  The Tilba Teapot Café, 

Tilba Tilba (Mike Newling); Glasshouse Rocks, 

Narooma (© Photolibrary/Robin Smith);

Tuross Heads (Mike Newling); Tuross Heads

jetty (Mike Newling)

right: Fur seals, Montague Island, off the

coast of Narooma (NPWS)

far right: Fishing, Narooma (Sally Mayman)  

SOUTH COAST OF NSW
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A clutch of weatherboard buildings perched on 

a green ridge against towering Mt Dromedary, 

Central Tilba is the postcard version of a 

country village. Established around the cheese 

factory that was built here in 1891, all but one 

of Tilba’s buildings were erected in the same 

decade, which gives the town its distinctive 

look. It is now a working village with many 

craftworkers in residence, and you can easily 

spend a couple of hours here – or better still, 

stay a night or two in one of the comfortable 

B&Bs in the area.

Drive time
Narooma Golf Course is rated one of the 

country’s fi nest – a breathtaking course set 

on the clifftops above a raging sea. The par-3 

Hogan’s Hole, named after Paul Hogan, who 

once fi lmed a commercial here, involves a 

special test of character – an ocean carry 

from tee to green.

Several other golf courses, including Catalina 

at Batemans Bay and those at Moruya, offer 

challenges of their own.

Pick up a copy of the free guide to South Coast 

golf courses from visitor information centres in 

Batemans Bay and Narooma.

Fishing the South Coast
The rivers, estuaries, beaches and ocean that make up Batemans Marine 

Park are a fi sherman’s paradise.

Facilities
Many of the locals around Eurobodalla are 

passionate recreational fi shermen, and the 

region is well provided with boat ramps,

hire boats and even houseboats. You’ll fi nd 

staff at the area’s tackle shops keen to share 

local know-how and provide assistance.

The Batemans Marine Park stretches along 

the Eurobodalla Coast, from Batemans Bay to 

Narooma. Visitors can enjoy their favourite 

pastimes here – fi shing, diving, snorkelling and 

boating. As there are some restricted areas in 

the marine park go to www.mpa.nsw.gov.au or 

call 1800 802 528 for specifi c details.

Batemans Bay
Batemans Bay is a fi ne example of the wide 

range of fi shing options available on the 

South Coast.

Upstream from the town, around the 

extensive mangroves and oyster fl ats, there 

are bream, fl athead and mulloway. From the 

bridge to the sea, you can catch whiting, 

fl athead and fl ounder off the banks, and 

bream near the rock walls. At sea, there are 

good catches of snapper, tailor, kingfi sh and 

salmon, while tuna and marlin.

Estuaries
Estuary fi shing is a family favourite. There 

are lots of sites to choose from throughout 

Eurobodalla, including Durras Lake, the Clyde 

River, Moruya River, Tuross and Coila lakes, 

Wagonga Inlet and Lake Corunna. 

Beaches
Beach fi shing comes naturally in this part 

of the world, and there’s always a sheltered 

beach close at hand. Dawn or dusk and a 

rising tide are the magic combinations, and 

many beaches have a ready supply of beach 

worms, the perfect bait. 

At sea
Big game fi shing is another option. The 

waters off Batemans Bay and Narooma 

hold a number of record catches for 

marlin, yellowfi n tuna and blue shark, and 

several towns along the coast have charter 

operators with fully equipped sport-fi shing 

boats and professional crew. 

For more information, contact the

Eurobodalla Coast Reservation Centre,

telephone: 1800 802 528, or visit our website:

www.naturecoast-tourism.com.au

EUROBODALLA
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Eurobodalla Attraction / Activities

Eurobodalla Arts & Craft

Eurobodalla ShoppingShopping

Village life

Attraction / Activities

Time and tide

Unwind and feel your stress levels drop as you 
slip into the South Coast’s easy pace.

Take the time to soak up the dazzling waterside 
vistas this area offers at every turn. Rivers, 
lakes, sheltered bays and brilliant surf beaches 
are all part of the picturesque beauty of the 
Eurobodalla Nature Coast. 

You can see the sun come up as you head out 
to sea on a fi shing charter set to chase kingfi sh, 
tuna or marlin, or take a mid-morning cruise so 
you can watch dolphins and seals surf the waves 
or, in season, migrating whales at play.  

The South Coast is a water wonderland.  It’s the 
place to splash out and enjoy watersports of 

every kind – wave skiing, sea kayaking, surfi ng, 
snorkelling and diving are all yours to enjoy.

Set sail on a yacht, power up a runabout, cruise 
the waterways or simply walk along magnifi cent 
beaches and revel in being the fi rst to make 
footsteps in the sand.

Arts & Craft

Eurobodalla

Eurobodalla

Eurobodalla

When exploring the Eurobodalla’s postcard-pretty 
towns you’ll be delighted by the artistic talents 
who have been drawn to the coast and now make 
these charming coastal villages their home. 

South of Narooma, Central Tilba is classifi ed by 
the National Trust as a working heritage village. 
Woodturners, leatherworkers and bakers are 
some of the artisans who practise their crafts 

in Central Tilba’s C19th weatherboard cottages. 
There are also historic cottages now converted 
into welcoming guesthouses and B&Bs.

Tilba Tilba is another of the area’s attractions. 
Nestled in the foothills of Mt Dromedary
(Mt Gulaga to the local Aboriginal people) this 
delightful village is famous for its scenic beauty 
including the romantic Foxglove Spire gardens.

It’s also a shoppers’ delight, brimming with 
homewares, crafts and hand-made goods.

South of Batemans Bay, the village of Mogo 
boasts pottery studios,   art galleries and a 
variety of boutique stores. Outside town, don’t 
miss Mogo Zoo – home to 38 rare and exotic 
species and Old Mogo Town, a re-creation of a 
working C19th goldmining village.

Nature’s bounty

Grown in an environment that is cherished for 
its pristine quality, the produce of the South 
Coast is exceptional. Flavoursome tomatoes, 
tasty fruits and vegetables, fresh herbs, 
homemade sauces and hand-made goods are 
some of the delicious foods available. 

Seafood is another specialty. The clean 
waterways are home to a thriving oyster 

industry and the local waters are teeming with 
prawns. You can enjoy the freshest of seafood 
including some of the best-tasting fi sh and 
you’ll be delighted by the price – on the South 
Coast fresh fi sh is as cheap as chips.

You can shop for bargains at one of the many 
local weekend markets, buy goods - including 
smoked meats and fi sh - from gourmet butchers 

and savour fabulous fresh bread, tasty pies and 
sweet pastries from artisan bakers. Of course 
you can also dine in. 

You’ll fi nd lovely cafes and restaurants scattered 
along the coast with menus that range from 
sophisticated fi ne dining to casual, but tasty, 
quick bites to eat.

www.naturecoast-tourism.com.au



Support the future

 fish responsibly

For information  on fishing rules,
or to pay your fishing fee
phone 1300 369 365

of your sport ...

Remember–your fishing fee supports your sport

•  Know your bag and size limits,   
 and where you are allowed to fish

•  Carry your NSW fishing fee receipt

•  Don’t litter; take your bait bags,   
 fishing line and drink containers   
 with you

•  Return protected species to the water
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Sapphire Coast

Family matters
Set in a valley at the junction of the Bega 

and Brogo rivers and surrounded by rich dairy 

country, Bega is a handsome, historic town 

with a proud tradition of cheese making. 

The Bega Cheese Heritage Centre, housed in 

a faithful reproduction of the original factory, 

tells the story of the cheese-manufacturing 

process and the company’s growth. 

Tathra is another family favourite, with its wide 

and wonderful surf beach and its historic sea 

wharf, a popular fi shing platform and the only 

one of its kind remaining on the east coast. 

To the north of Tathra is Mimosa Rocks 

National Park, a 17-km strip of coast where 

crashing waves have carved out sea caves from 

the cliffs and left towering rock stacks, created 

by ancient lava fl ows, stranded in the sea. 

Merimbula is a popular holiday spot, spread 

out on forested hills around the mouth of the 

Merimbula River, which forms Merimbula Lake 

at the back of town. Visitors are drawn here by 

majestic beaches and a variety of water sports.

Main Beach is 5 km long, while Short Point 

and Tura Beach are set among coastal heaths. 

Merimbula is often twinned with the historic 

village of Pambula, just a few kilometres south. 

Eden’s killer whales
In the 1920s, Eden became famous for its killer 

whales. Led by one known as ‘Old Tom’, the 

pod would alert local whalers when humpback 

and southern right whales were in the vicinity, 

and then the whalers and killer whales would 

unite to herd their victims into the shallow 

waters of Twofold Bay. 

Eden’s Killer Whale Museum, at the corner of 

Imlay and Cocora streets, has a fascinating 

display of boats, whaling gear, photographs and 

nautical apparatus. Most absorbing of all is the 

skeleton of Old Tom. 

Nature’s bounty 
Close to Bermagui, Wallaga Lake is one of 

the largest coastal lakes in NSW. It’s an area 

of outstanding natural beauty with special 

signifi cance for the local Aboriginal people. 

The Umbarra Aboriginal Cultural Centre, 

located at the lake, documents the history and 

culture of the local Yuin people, and traditional 

implements, including spears and boomerangs, 

are made in the adjoining workshop. The centre 

also conducts guided 4WD tours to signifi cant 

local sites such as Gulaga (Mt Dromedary).

Ben Boyd National Park is a sensational tract 

of wild coast, beaches, wildfl ower meadows 

and eucalypt woodland that extends north 

and south of Eden. The coast, with its fantastic 

arches, cliffs and caves, is particularly dramatic. 

The most striking built feature of the park 

is Boyd’s Tower, located at the extreme end 

of the promontory in the south of Twofold 

Bay and named after the founder of nearby 

Boydtown. Built from Pyrmont sandstone, 

quarried in Sydney, it was originally used as 

a whaling lookout. 

With its forests, lush pastures and a coastline sculpted into a succession 

of wonders by the sea, the Sapphire Coast is a place for all seasons. 

MUST SEE AND DO

the Tathra–Bermagui road, one of the

most spectacular drives on the coast.

Take a whale-watch tour out of Eden. 

Explore the Pamboola Wetlands in

Pambula and spot a golden bell frog,

a reintroduced species.

In the coastal villages from Bermagui 

to Eden you can enjoy fi sh and chips 

on the waterfront.

Make your boomerang come back 

at the Umbarra Aboriginal Cultural 

Centre, or learn how to paint in ochre.

SOUTH COAST OF NSW

Photographs

above left to right: Underwater world; Camel 

Rock, Wallaga Lake National Park, Bermagui 

(Turtle Pictures); Tathra Wharf (Adam Taylor); 

Fishpen, Merimbula

far right: Brown Mountain
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Active pursuits
Tucked into the jaws of Twofold Bay, Eden was 

the site of Australia’s fi rst mainland whaling 

station. Today, humpback whales cruise past 

the town on their annual migration, as do 

minke whales and occasionally blue whales, 

but these days they’re hunted with cameras 

instead of harpoons. 

Whales are increasing in numbers with each 

passing year, and when a whale enters Twofold 

Bay, a siren sounds from the museum.

Whale-watching cruises operate between late 

September and late November when whales, 

– some with calves – come into Twofold Bay 

to feed. Sperm and killer whales can be seen 

further out to sea near the continental shelf.  

Year-round, you can take a cruise around the 

bay to see the resident bottlenose dolphins, 

seals and penguins. 

The Sapphire Coast is known for its great 

golf courses. Among the favourites is Tura 

Beach Country Club, a coastal 18-hole course 

designed by Peter Thomson that offers a 

mixture of links-style terrain and hills, with

six par-5 holes. 

Curved around the sandy sweep of Horseshoe 

Bay, Bermagui is a small town with a big 

reputation for fi shing. The continental 

shelf is just 20 km offshore – the point 

closest to the Australian mainland – which 

means exceptional deep-sea fi shing. Fishing 

enthusiasts are attracted by the thrill of 

landing yellowfi n tuna and black marlin. 

Markets abound in the Sapphire Coast. At 

regular markets in Candelo, Bermagui, Bega, 

Merimbula, Pambula, Wyndham and Eden, you 

can buy the freshest local produce and seafood 

as well as homemade and handmade delights. 

Tranquil escapes
Wonboyn Lake, 30 km south of Eden, is one

of the most secluded spots on the coast. 

Adjacent to the Nadgee Croajingolong 

Wilderness Area, Wonboyn makes an ideal 

retreat. Here pristine forests give way to 

unspoilt beaches with rolling surf, and 

the many coastal walking tracks lead to 

magnifi cent vistas, beautiful conservation 

areas and tranquil lake systems. 

Wonboyn Lake itself winds a 10-km course 

before reaching the sea at Disaster Bay. Best 

discovered by boat, the lake has plenty of 

magnifi cent picnic spots. It also provides 

some of the area’s best fi shing locations. The 

backwaters of the lake are dotted with oyster 

leases, so when eating out on the Sapphire 

Coast, be sure to savour some of the lake’s 

tastiest bounty – you won’t taste fi ner.  

Where to stay
Over the past few years, some very plush 

accommodation has become available along 

the Sapphire Coast. Set in prime locations 

along the coast and in majestic forests are 

peaceful nature-based accommodation 

and luxury apartments and almost every-

thing in between. 

When touring the area, you can choose from 

converted historic homes and inns, purpose-

built B&Bs and boutique resorts, guesthouses 

and hotels with everything you need to enjoy 

the magic that is the Sapphire Coast. There are 

also self-contained cottages, caravan parks and

well serviced camping areas suitable for tents 

and caravans. 

For more information, contact the

Sapphire Coast Visitor Information

Centre, telephone: 1800 150 457, or visit our 

website: www.sapphirecoast.com.au
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HHHI

Enjoy magnificent uninterrupted views over-
looking the lake. Just one minute walk to shops,
cafés and restaurants. This air-conditioned, two
bedroom accommodation has a large swimming
pool, BBQs and a table-tennis room.

27 Beach Street, Merimbula

Telephone (02) 6495 1660

www.penguinmews.com.au

Rates: From $75 to $150 per room per night*

Merimbula Accommodation

Penguin Mews

Sapphire Coast Attraction / Activities

Holiday Booking Service

Sapphire Coast Attraction / Activities

A natural treasure to discover

HHHHI

Luxurious waterfront B&B with magical views,
abundant birdlife. Boardwalk access to shops and
restaurants. Large breakfast menu. Queensized
rooms with ensuite and ‘Affordable luxury that
everyone deserves’

49 Imlay Street, Merimbula

Telephone (02) 6495 3133

www.sapphirecoast.com.au/seachange

Rates: From $139 Two Adults per room per night*

Merimbula Accommodation

SeaChange Bed & Breakfast

Tathra to Bermagui Attraction / Activities

Drawn by pristine bays and beaches and inspired

by the natural wonders of the Mimosa Rocks

National Park, many creative people, including

artists, poets, writers, filmmakers, photographers

and musicians, have made their home in this

spectacular coastal area.

You’ll discover unspoilt natural beauty and the

finest art, wine and food here.

Be sure to visit the Essential Object, Tathra;

Narek Galleries, Tanja; Ivy Hill Gallery, Wapengo;

Georgina’s Cucina & Wapengo Art Studio,

Wapengo; Mimosa Wines, Bunga; and Sapphire

Coast Ecotours, Murrah.

Scenic drive - view creative wonders

HHHHH

Set amid 100 acres with absolute lake frontage,
this multi-award winning property is 3 mins
from town. B&B and fully self-contained 1 & 2
bedroom cottages offer uninterrupted water
views. Conference & wedding packages available.

188 Merimbula Drive, Merimbula

Telephone (02) 6495 4956

www.robynsnest.com.au

Rates: From $175 to $250 per room per night*

Merimbula Accommodation

Robyn’s Nest
Boutique Resort

SOUTH COAST OF NSW

*  Rates valid at date of publication, October 2006. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 

to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

Sapphire Coast

A natural treasure to discover

Take time out in paradise
Breathe in the natural beauty of ancient 
rainforests or stretch out on a spectacular
white sandy beach.

Get close to nature
Dive with the seals, watch dolphins play,
and in season, thrill at the sight of whales.

Immerse yourself in arts and history
Tour charming country towns and explore rural 
villages where there is a story on every street. 
You’ll fi nd art galleries, boutiques and more.

Feast on fl avour
Enjoy the freshest seafood, delight in country 
markets and savour wines at the cellar door.

For all the help you need in planning your
South Coast holiday, contact Sapphire Coast 
Tourism. We can help you with all your 
accommodation and tour bookings, and 
recommend things to do and places to see.

Telephone 1800 150 457
email: bookings@sapphirecoast.com.au
www.sapphirecoast.com.au

Attraction / Activities

Sapphire Coast Tourism can help you with
all your South Coast holiday needs. We can 
give you information and book your tours and 
accommodation. We can also recommend things 
to do and places to visit so you can relax and
enjoy your holiday.

Telephone 1800 150 457
email: bookings@sapphirecoast.com.au
www.sapphirecoast.com.au



A WEEK’S HOLIDAY 
AT AN AWARD WINNING 
SOUTH COAST PARK 
To enter simply visit our 
website www.tournsw.com.au

best kept secrets

Experience 

Pick up your FREE copy of The
NSW Caravan & Camping
Holiday & Touring Guide 2006 at
Accredited Visitor Information
Centres.

the South Coast’s

Experience glorious ocean views or the sounds of
bird life in the bush all from luxury accommodation 
in a tourist or holiday park.

Whether you are touring by car, towing a caravan, or
driving a motorhome, make your next stop a tourist
or holiday park.

Stay a night and you’ll never want to leave.

Win

Choose from 110 modern tourist and holiday parks from Wollongong to Eden

• The best locations at affordable rates • Luxury cabins from 3 to 5 star
• Self contained accommodation

Entries close 1 March 2007. Authorised under NSW Permit No. TPL 05/02949



July
Annual Family Fishing Carnival, Sussex Inlet

Sussex Inlet and neighbouring towns get 

down to the serious business of hook, line and 

sinker at the Family Fishing Carnival. Cheer as 

competitors land a big one, or cast your own 

line for the chance to net yourself some prizes.

August 
South Coast Nationals – Car, Bike

and Truck Spectacular, Moruya

A family event with millions of dollars worth of 

cars, bikes and trucks on show. See events such 

as the Street Cruise and Show ’n’ Shine, high-

powered street machines, hot rods, drag cars, 

vintage and classic cars, and custom cars.

September/October
Escape Artfest, Ulladulla

This event celebrates the rich selection of arts 

on the South Coast. Events include art exhibi-

tions, Sculpture in the Forest, performances, 

public art projects, theatre, fi lm and video 

screenings, and creative art workshops. 

October
Berry Garden Festival, Berry

Berry is well endowed with glorious gardens, 

and with the fi rst fl ush of spring, the gardening 

brigade throws open the front gate to show off 

its green-fi ngered expertise.

Moruya Jazz Festival, Moruya

Get into the groove at this popular musical 

festival as jazz musicians of every style create an 

exciting program of quality jazz to accompany a 

series of colourful community events.

November
Mambo Merimbula Wave Classic, Merimbula

Hit the beach at Merimbula for a thrilling 

weekend of surfi ng, windsurfi ng and kite-

boarding. Attracting board riders from around 

the globe, this is Australia’s longest running 

kite-boarding and windsurfi ng stylist event.

Eden Whale Festival, Eden

Celebrate the annual migration of the whales 

with a fun-fi lled weekend of entertainment.

March
Bermagui Seaside Fair, Bermagui

In late summer Bermagui and its neighbours 

put on face paint and costumes for a weekend 

of street parades, markets and shows.

Kiama Jazz & Blues Festival, Kiama

This annual festival features a line-up of great 

jazz and blues artists. Both free music and 

ticketed concerts are performed in restaurants 

and in the town.

April
Thirroul Seaside & Arts Festival, Thirroul

This community celebration features more 

than 1,000 performers and showcases 

some amazing talents in a long weekend of 

entertainment, workshops and exhibitions.

Blessing of the Fleet, Ulladulla

Held on Easter Sunday, Ulladulla’s commercial 

fi shermen demonstrate their strong Italian 

roots with a colourful street parade followed 

by a traditional Blessing of the Fleet. 

June 
Merimbula Jazz Festival, Merimbula

For more than 25 years, this event has 

hosted some of the biggest blow-ins from 

interstate and overseas. Held on the June 

long weekend, big bands, brass bands and 

those who love to boogie create one of the 

sweetest-sounding street parades you’ll 

ever see. 

Shoalhaven Coast Wine Festival

Showcasing the wines of the region in a 

way that entices the senses and thrills the 

tastebuds, a wine trail leads to cellar doors, 

restaurants and other venues where arts 

and music are matched with award-winning 

local wines.

Events
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Photographs

above left to right: Blessing of the fl eet, 

Ulladulla; Bermagui Seaside Fair; Wombarra

Beach (Paul Blackmore) 

* Tourism New South Wales has made every effort to ensure that the 
information in this brochure is correct at the time of publication and 
can accept no responsibility for any inaccuracies. Please check with the 
contacts listed before you take your trip. 

  Tourism New South Wales has no responsibility for the organisation or 
conduct of these events. This material is purely intended as promotion 
for these events. 

  To the extent legally permitted, Tourism New South Wales accepts no 
liability for any claims, costs or damages arising in any way out of your 
reliance on the information contained in this brochure or your use or 
attempted use of any facility or service offered under this brochure 
whether caused by negligence, and default or otherwise. 



Driving and motorcycle riding

In NSW, seatbelt-wearing is 

compulsory as are child restraints 

and baby capsules. It is illegal 

to leave a child unattended in 

a vehicle. For motorcyclists, 

crash helmets are mandatory. 

The signposted speed limit is the 

maximum driving speed allowable, 

but some towns have streets with a 

50 km/h speed limit, which applies 

in all built-up areas. Reduced 

speeds at school zones, road works 

and other special areas still apply. 

The blood alcohol limit for drivers 

is 0.05% and zero for L- and P-plate 

drivers. A major cause of death 

and injury is driving while fatigued. 

Ensure you are well rested before 

undertaking a long trip, and take a 

break every two hours.

Visitor safety tips 
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Road conditions in NSW can vary 

from multi-lane motorways to 

single-lane roads. Some roads may 

be gravel or compacted earth, with 

narrow and unstable edges. Drive 

slowly on narrow bridges and be 

aware of hazards such as fl ooded 

roads, which may have a current 

capable of sweeping your vehicle 

away. Don’t take the chance – use 

an alternative route. 

Watch out for kangaroos, livestock 

and other animals on the road. 

Apart from the suffering you may 

cause the animal, even a wallaby 

can seriously damage your car and 

injure you and your occupants. The 

most active times for kangaroos 

and wallabies are sunrise and 

sunset. If a kangaroo crosses in 

front of you, reduce speed and do 

not swerve suddenly or you may 

roll your vehicle.

Water safety

Check if the beach is patrolled 

by lifesavers before swimming 

and do so only between the red 

and yellow fl ags. Many surfi ng 

spots have strong currents called 

rips. If you become caught in a rip, 

don’t panic but swim along with 

the rip, not against it, and raise 

your hand. 

Be very careful when swimming 

in isolated locations in rivers, 

creeks and waterholes, especially 

if you have children with you. 

Do not dive off rocks into natural 

pools that may be too shallow 

as this can cause permanent 

spinal injuries. Don’t swim or 

surf after dark, or if under the 

infl uence of alcohol. 

If embarking on a bushwalk, 

always tell someone where you 

are going and be prepared for 

unexpected weather. Check 

the degree of diffi culty of your 

walk: the scale is from 1 to 5, 

with 5 the hardest. Never walk 

alone and always take suffi cient 

water for the duration of the 

walk. Limit your use of fi re and 

seek information on conditions 

from the ranger station or visitor 

information centre. Carry a 

mobile phone if you’re within 

range of a network.

In an emergency, telephone 000.

 
When you are on the road look for the distinctive blue and yellow visitor information symbol and call into 

a NSW Accredited Visitor Information Centre for travel advice. Inside, you’ll fi nd all you need to know about 

places to stay and things to see and do. Opening hours are 9 am – 5 pm, every day.

Illawarra Visitor 
Information Centres
Wollongong
Telephone: 1800 240 737
www.tourismwollongong.com

Shellharbour
Telephone: 1300 656 169
www.tourismshellharbour.com.au

Kiama
Telephone: 1300 654 262
www.kiama.com.au

Sapphire Coast Visitor 
Information Centres
Bermagui
Telephone: 1800 645 808
www.bermagui.net

Merimbula
Telephone: 1800 150 457
www.sapphirecoast.com.au

Eden Gateway
Telephone: 1800 150 457
www.sapphirecoast.com.au

Online reservations
Local online reservation systems 
allow you to research and plan 
your South Coast holiday. Send an 
enquiry, search for accommodation 
and tours, and confi rm your 
reservations with a deposit via a 
secure payment gateway.

Illawarra Booking Centre
www.illawarratourism.com.au 

Shoalhaven Booking Centre
www.shoalhavenholidays.com.au

Eurobodalla Nature Coast
www.naturecoast-tourism.com.au

Sapphire Coast Booking Centre
www.sapphirecoast.com.au

Shoalhaven Visitor 
Information Centres
Nowra and Ulladulla
Telephone: 1300 662 808
www.shoalhavenholidays.com.au

Eurobodalla Visitor 
Information Centres
Batemans Bay
Telephone: 1800 802 528
www.naturecoast-tourism.com.au

Narooma
Telephone: 1800 240 003
www.naturecoast-tourism.com.au

Traveller information 




