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Surrounding areas  
Dubbo
Telephone: (02) 6884 1422
Cnr Newell Highway and 
Macquarie Street, Dubbo
www.dubbotourism.com.au

Griffi th 
Telephone: (02) 6962 4145
Cnr Banna and Jondaryan 
Avenue, Griffi th
www.griffi th.com.au

Hay 
Telephone: (02) 6993 4045 
407 Moppett Street, Hay
www.visithay.com.au

Narrabri
Telephone: (02) 6799 6760
Newell Highway, Narrabri
www.visitnarrabri.com.au 

Outback NSW 
Balranald
Telephone: (03) 5020 1599
80 Market Street, Balranald
www.balranald.nsw.gov.au

Broken Hill
Telephone: (08) 8088 9700
Cnr Blende and Bromide 
streets, Broken Hill
www.visitbrokenhill.com.au 

Bourke
Telephone: (02) 6872 1222
Old Railway Building, 
Anson Street, Bourke
www.visitbourke.com

Cobar
Telephone: (02) 6836 2448
Great Cobar Heritage Centre, 
Barrier Highway, Cobar
www.cobar.nsw.gov.au

Lightning Ridge 
Telephone: (02) 6829 1670
Lions Park, Morilla Street,
Lightning Ridge
www.lightningridge.net.au

Walgett
Telephone: (02) 6828 6139
Fox Street, Walgett
www.walgettshire.com

Wentworth 
Telephone: (03) 5027 3624 
66 Darling Street, Wentworth 
www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au

 

Visitor Information Centres
When you are on the road, look for the distinctive blue and yellow visitor information signs, and call 
into a NSW Accredited Visitor Information Centre for travel advice. Inside, you’ll fi nd all you need to 
know about places to stay and things to see and do. Opening hours are 9 am to 5 pm, every day.

Photographs 
top to bottom: Emu with chicks near Cobar; 
Sturt Desert Pea (Australian Geographic); 
Desert wildfl owers, Sturt National Park 
(Jean-Marc La Roque/Auscape)

Find out more on the web

www.visitnsw.com.au

Looking for information about 
holidaying in NSW?
To help plan a great trip to any
part of NSW, go to our website: 
www.visitnsw.com.au

More than 5,000 accommodation 
choices are listed, from boutique 
hotels and resorts to beach 
getaways and country retreats. 
The best attractions in the State 
are also here – the museums, 
art galleries, wineries, zoos and 

national parks that add so much to 
your trip. And there are 500 tours 
to help you get out and explore
the best of NSW with the experts.

At any time of the year there are 
great local events to enjoy, from 
wine shows, music festivals,
rodeos and campdrafts to whale-
watching and sporting and
cultural celebrations. Check the 
events section on the website
for full details.

And if you want to plan a driving 
holiday, then follow our driving 
directions to plan your travel route 
around NSW.

Sign up for the latest deals
To keep up with the latest travel 
tips and best holiday deals in 
NSW, join our Escapes Club. Not 
only will you receive our monthly 
e-news bulletin, but you’ll also 
have the chance to win some 
great travel prizes.
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While Tourism New South Wales makes every effort to ensure the information contained in this publication is true and correct at 
the time of publication, some information may be incorrect or may have changed since publication. All information contained in this 
publication is subject to change or update without notice. Before relying on any information contained in this publication you are 
therefore advised to personally confi rm all information prior to making any travel, holiday or other arrangements. Tourism New South 
Wales cannot guarantee and assumes no legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of the information.

This publication may include tourism products and service information supplied by third parties. Inclusion in this publication is not 
an endorsement of the information or of the supplier of the information.

Care has been taken to ensure legitimate usage of any copyright material. Tourism New South Wales welcomes any information 
from entities who believe their copyright may have been infringed by this publication.
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Photographs
above left to right: Mungo National Park 
(Don Fuchs); Old Mootwingee Gorge, 
Mutawintji National Park (Blue Gum Pictures); 
below left to right: Tilpa pub (Mike Newling); 
relics from the past; A day at Nyngan races 
(Australian Geographic)

The Outback is an extraordinary part of 
NSW. In this vast area bordering three 
States, great tracts of red earth merge 
with endless clear skies.

Lake Mungo, part of the Willandra 
Lakes World Heritage Area, is a  
testament to a complex and ancient 
Aboriginal culture. In this rolling sea of 
sand the burial site of Mungo Man and 
Mungo Woman was discovered.

In the Outback you can explore 
national parks and discover rich 
archaeological sites. In the country 
towns, opal fi elds and pubs along the 
Darling River, you’ll hear colourful 
stories of river-boat captains, 
stockmen, Afghan cameleers, miners 
and artists. And from the region’s  
Aboriginal people, you’ll hear their 
stories of the Dreamtime.

Take yourself on an inspirational 
journey into the wide open spaces
of NSW Outback.

NSW Outback
remarkable people...
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…inspirational journeys
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A unique land

Experience the Outback
The Outback sets Australia apart from every 
other corner of the planet. Whether you’re 
fossicking for opals, having a bet at a dusty 
race meeting, bending an elbow with the 
locals in a classic country pub or boiling the 
billy around a campfi re, NSW has Outback 
experiences in abundance. 

Australia’s unique plants and animals, includ ing 
the eucalypt and the kangaroo, created a 
sensation among 19th century naturalists and, 
along with the landscape and its Aboriginal 
culture, continue to fascinate visitors today. 

Works of art
The stark, sun-blistered landscapes, the 
dazzling night skies and even the plant life 
have a beauty all their own. For many years 
they have provided the inspiration for some of 
our most accomplished and well known artists, 
from Pro Hart and Clifton Pugh to Russell 
Drysdale and Tim Storrier. 

For many thousands of years, before these 
modern-day painters, the Outback inspired 
countless Aboriginal artists, who left their 
anonymous works inscribed on rocks and
cave walls. These days you can capture the 
ethereal beauty of the Outback with a camera, 
but don’t miss the chance to see the artworks 
in the galleries of Lightning Ridge and Broken 
Hill, and in the national parks, where Aboriginal 
rock art bears eloquent testimony to the 
connection between the original inhabitants 
and the land around them. 

Aboriginal heritage
Australia’s Aboriginal culture stretches
back to the dawn of human life on earth,
and the roots of that culture can be found 
in NSW Outback.

Using their knowledge of the landscape and
its plants and animals gained over many 
thousands of years, Aboriginal people are acting 
as interpreters of their land to the wider world. 
Walk with them in their own country and you’ll 
be inspired by the depth of their knowledge. 
Take a bushtucker tour and marvel at the 
incredible properties of the plants around you, 
listen to an Aboriginal Discovery Ranger 
decipher the rock art of Mutawintji Historic Site, 
or sit around a fi re at night and gaze at the 
starry sky while you listen to tales about the 
formation of constellations and another version 
of the story of Creation. 

At the heart of the continent, eons of sun, wind and rain have etched an ancient 

landscape where the earth, and even the silence, exert an almost mystical force.

Nowhere is the individuality 
of NSW more striking than
in its interior. Here, on the 
earth’s driest inhabited 
continent, plants and 
animals have evolved 
unique characteristics 
to enable them to survive, 
often acquiring a stark and 
surreal beauty in the process.

The most famous of the 
Outback’s natural wonders 
is Lake Mungo. This ancient 
dry lake bed has revealed the 
remains of Mungo Man and 
Mungo Woman, whose ritual 
burial provides evidence of 
an age-old and complex 
Aboriginal culture.

The earliest footprints in 
Australia – estimated to be 
more than 20,000 years old – 
were also discovered at 
Mungo National Park. 

Photographs
above left to right: Harry Nanya Tours, 
Mungo National Park (Don Fuchs);
Lunette formations, Mungo National Park 
(Jeff Drewitz/Wildlight); Billabong, Sturt 
National Park (Paul Chandler); Lake Menindee 
(Graham Robertson/Auscape)
below left to right: Mutawintji National Park; 
Sturt National Park (Sally Mayman)

A unique land
At the heart of the continent, eons of sun, wind and rain have etched an ancient 

landscape where the earth, and even the silence, exert an almost mystical force.
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Outback characters
The Outback fosters a distinctive kind of 
character – dry, down-to-earth and hilariously 
larger than life, with a personality that seems 
to swell to fi ll the giant void in the landscape.

The locals are best seen at one of the unique 
celebrations that are a feature of Outback life. 
Take in an Outback race meeting – such as the 
famous Louth Races – a rodeo, an agricultural 
show, an outdoor music festival or one of the 
many special events – such as the Great Goat 
Races in Lightning Ridge – and you’ll meet 
some of the special people who have shaped, 
and been shaped by, this unique part of the 
country. For many of the people who live on 
isolated properties, these events are some of 
the very few times they can get together with 
friends and neighbours – and they’re occasions 
for a big celebration. 

with care – you’ll fi nd comfortable places to 
stay, great food and a warm welcome wherever 
you go, whether you’re on a camping safari 
or a caravan tour, or staying overnight in 
motels and lodges along the way. A number 
of homesteads have opened their front gate 
to paying guests, giving you the chance to 
experience life, work and play on an Outback 
station. You’ll also gain a rare insight into a 
unique way of life. Although there are many 
remote places that are easily accessible in a 
conventional vehicle, if you have a 4WD the 
opportunities for exploration and discovery 
have never been better. 

National parks
Here you can experience the awesome majesty 

of the landscape, the wildlife and the sounds 

of birds around a waterhole in the morning, 

and come to appreciate the unique interaction 

between Aboriginal people and the places 

where they walked, hunted and camped. 

Most of these national parks are located 

within easy reach of towns with comfortable 

accommodation facilities, but you’ll enhance 

the experience if you spend a night out under 

the stars – either as a do-it-yourself expedition 

or as part of an organised tour – and the magic 

of the Outback will steal its way into your soul.

On the road
You might be surprised by how easy it is to 

travel in NSW Outback. Although the distances 

are huge – and you still need to plan your trip 

For more information, contact
 Tourism New South Wales, 

telephone: 13 20 77, or visit our
website: www.visitnsw.com
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Outback national parks
Explore the Outback’s national parks and you’ll discover sun-baked

sand dunes as well as lush wetlands teeming with wildlife.

An ancient land
The Outback might look timeless and rugged 
but it is actually a fragile environment, and 
the national parks of the region preserve the 
natural and cultural values of this special place. 
Spend some time exploring the back roads 
and walking tracks of these parks and not 
only will you discover the fascinating story of 
the plants and animals that have adapted to 
this harsh environment but you’ll also walk in 
the footsteps of some of the earliest human 
inhabitants on earth. 

Mungo National Park 
A journey into this wild, lonely moonscape 
of saltbush and sand dunes seared by the 
sun is an unforgettable experience. One of 
the fi rst sites in Australia to be inscribed on 
the World Heritage List, the Willandra Lakes 
Area – including Mungo National Park – was 
described as ‘a unique landmark in the study of 
human evolution on the Australian continent’. 

The lakes that once existed here dried up 
10,000 years ago and the crescent-shaped 
lunettes and dunes formed from quartz sands, 
cemented together by powdered clay, are now 
striking features of this landscape. The most 
famous of these are the Walls of China, which 
tower 30 m above the plain and run for 30 km. 

The lakes provided a rich wetland habitat and 
a natural food supply for the Aboriginal people 
who lived here about 60,000 years ago. Over 
that time burial rituals developed – this is the 
oldest known burial site – and there is also 
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evidence of one of the earliest uses of the 

grindstone in human history. The 65-km self-

drive tour through the park, easily accessed 

via Wentworth, has 15 stops and takes in all 

the main attractions of the park. 

Mutawintji National Park
In the cracks and folds of the scorched sandstone 

peaks of the Bynguano Range, north-east of 

Broken Hill, the permanent water supply made 

this area a virtual oasis for Aboriginal people. 

Even in the worst drought, they could hunt rock 

wallabies and goannas, and gather berries and 

fruit. It was here that the totemic fi gures of 

hunting tales and Creation stories were inscribed 

on the rock. The fi nest examples of rock art are 

found in the Mutawintji Historic Site, a 

restricted area that can be visited on a guided 

tour with Aboriginal Discovery Rangers. 

Mutawintji’s landscape of red rock, saltbush

and cypress pines is best explored on foot. 

One of the fi nest short walks in the park is the

track leading along a creek from the original 

Mootwingee Homestead to Homestead Gorge, 

where water trickles from a fi ssure in the sheer 

red walls into a rock pool. 

Willandra National Park
Between Ivanhoe and Hillston, this national 

park is part of what was once Big Willandra 

Station. The early 20th-century homestead 

and its outbuildings have been preserved by 

the National Parks and Wildlife Service as an 

outstanding example of an Outback pastoral 

property. The interior of the homestead looks 

much as it would have in its heyday, with books 

and letters lying open on desks and tables. The 

homestead is close to Willandra Creek, and the 

20-km drive along the Merton Motor Trail is

one of the best ways to explore Willandra’s 

natural environment. 

Kinchega National Park
Once a large pastoral station, the 44,000-

hectare Kinchega National Park offers archae-

ological sites, middens, stone relics and scarred 

trees left by the Paakantjii Aboriginal people. 

Close to the town of Menindee, a chain of 

natural lakes along the Darling River creates

a sensational wetland habitat for huge fl ocks

of birds. 

Kinchega Woolshed stands as a monument in 

corrugated iron to the millions of sheep that 

were shorn here and also to the stout hands 

that worked the blades. Remnants of the brick 

homestead are nearby. 

Sturt National Park
In the far north of NSW, bordering Queensland 

and South Australia, the park’s rolling red 

sand dunes and fl at-topped mesas provide a 

habitat for wedge-tailed eagles, noisy corellas 

and bearded dragons, but most of all, for red 

kangaroos, the kings of the bush. At times 

you can expect to see thousands of big red 

kangaroos in mobs of anything up to several 

hundred. The park has four camp sites and the 

old Mount Wood Station offers accommodation.

Paroo-Darling National Park
A rugged and isolated park in the Murray-
Darling basin, the expansive lakes that form the 
Paroo River Overfl ow give a powerful sense of 
the astonishing wildlife riches of NSW Outback. 
When conditions are favourable, this pristine 
river system attracts waterbirds, including black 
swans and brolgas, in huge numbers. The natural 
attributes of this free-fl owing river and the 
surrounding park are simply enchanting.

Gundabooka National Park
Located 50 km south of Bourke, the rust-
coloured cliffs, gorges and hills of the 
Gunderbooka Range have enormous spiritual 
resonance for the Ngemba Aboriginal people. 
Some of the park’s rock art sites can be explored 
via walking trails. The 5-km Little Mountain 
Track winds through mulga woodlands to the 
mountain summit, where the panoramas of the 
northern escarpment of the Gunderbooka Range 
are outstanding. 

Yanga National Park
Opening soon, this park is less than 10 km 
east of Balranald. It features 150 km of 
Murrumbidgee River frontage, 17,000 hectares 
of red gum forest and an 1860s homestead.

Photographs
above left to right: Mungo National Park 
(Barry Skipsey); Kinchega National Park 
(Graham Robertson/Auscape); Mutawintji 
National Park (Tourism Broken Hill); Kultarr,
a marsupial (C. Andrew Henley/Auscape)

Be sure to call NSW National Parks
and Wildlife Service for information on 
current road conditions before setting
out for any national park. Telephone: 
1300 361 967, or visit our website: 
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au



Walgett, Lightning Ridge and surrounds
From the opal fi elds of Lightning Ridge to the quiet banks of the Barwon River,

this is a great place to explore before soaking in a therapeutic artesian pool.

Walgett
Surrounded by a sprawling pastoral region, 
the town of Walgett is located at the junction 
of the Namoi and Barwon rivers. Known as 
the ‘Gateway to the Opal Fields’, Walgett has 
several opal fi elds located to the north-west
of the town via the village of Cumborah. 
It was on the Grawin opal fi eld, north-west 
of Cumborah, that the ‘Light of the World’ 
opal, which weighed close to half a kilo, was 
unearthed in 1928.

Lightning Ridge
Lightning Ridge is also synonymous with opals. 
In the parched semi-desert of the State’s 
north-west, this atmospheric mining town of 
about 3,000 people is famous for the fi ery 
opals it produces. These are a very special kind 
of opal too, as Lightning Ridge is one of the 
world’s few reliable sources of black opal, a 
glossy, luminous gem with fl ecks of red, green 
and blue that make the semi-precious stone 
radiate with an inner fi re. 

There are several places around town where 
you can shop for opals, and even watch as 
the raw, rough stone is cut and polished into 
objects of beauty.

Some of Lightning Ridge’s former mines have 
been converted to tourism facilities, where 
visitors are taken underground on guided tours 
of the pick-and-shovel side of mining. The Walk 
In Mine on Bald Hill also has a fossicking site 
where you can search for opals. There’s an opal 
showroom in case you don’t strike pay dirt.

A ‘must see’ attraction is the Black Queen, three 
hand-built limestone and ironstone cottages set 
on a mining lease. A distinctive feature of this 
museum are its walls, made from thousands 
of coloured glass bottles and aluminium cans. 
There is also a display of antique oil lamps.

Aquatic fun
At Lightning Ridge’s Artesian Bore Baths, 
water from deep underground fl ows into 
an outdoor pool at a constant 42°C. The 
potassium-enriched water is said to be 
especially effective for rheumatic and 
arthritic pains. At the very least, it’s a 
wonderful soak after a day of dusty digging.

During the summer months, entertain the
kids at the town’s full-sized Olympic pool
and Water Theme Park.

Aboriginal heritage
According to the traditional beliefs of the 
Aboriginal people of the region, the opals were 
created when a huge wheel of fi re fell to earth 
and sprayed the countryside with brilliantly 
coloured stones. In fact, lightning is attracted 
by the ridge of brown ironstone on the town 
site, and this accounts for its name. The 
Aboriginal history of the region is on display 
at the Goondee Keeping Place, which has an 
extensive collection of archaeological artefacts, 
hunting implements and other tools.

Pioneer heritage
The Heritage Cottage, which serves as a visitor 
information centre, offers a fascinating glimpse 
at the pioneering days in Lightning Ridge. Built 

MUST SEE AND DO

Sample the mineral-rich heated 
waters at one of the region’s artesian 
bore baths in Walgett, Lightning Ridge 
or Burren Junction.

Pack your rod and drop a line in the 
Barwon River at Collarenebri.

Drink in local history at Lightning 
Ridge’s unique Bottle House Museum. 

Browse the inspired works of 
Lightning Ridge artist John Murray, 
whose work offers a humorous take 
on Outback life and landscapes.

Photographs
above left to right: Lightning Ridge opals; 
Opal mining (Nick Rains); The Black Queen 
by kerosene light; Enjoying an artesian
bore pool (Nick Rains)
far right: Barwon River, Walgett
(Arthur Mostead)
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in 1932 and occupied as a private dwelling, the 
simple weatherboard house bears witness to the 
hardships and ingenuity of frontier life with its 
bark dividing walls, dirt fl oors and chimney made 
of kerosene tins. The former town hospital, a 
modest three-room house built in 1914, has been 
relocated to the rear of the cottage. 

Burren Junction and Collarenebri
Burren Junction, which lies west of Wee Waa 
on the road to Walgett and Lightning Ridge, is 
known for its artesian bore bath. Flowing for 
more than a century, it’s free for all to enjoy.

Collarenebri, a charming township north-east 
of Walgett, is a favourite spot for fi shing. Enjoy 
a day on the banks of the Barwon River, and 
you’ll fi nd cod, yellow belly and catfi sh that 
seem keen to get themselves hooked.

For more information, contact the visitor 
information centres in:

Lightning Ridge: telephone (02) 6829 1670, 
or visit www.lightningridge.net.au;
Walgett: telephone (02) 6828 6139,
or visit www.walgett.nsw.gov.au

EVENTS

January: Walgett B&S Ball. Put on your 
fi nery and get set for a great night out 
with the locals. 

Easter: Lighting Ridge Great Goat 
Races. The highlight of the Ridge’s 
festival calendar and a celebration 
that sees the town’s unique character 
come to the fore. 

May: Walgett Annual District Show. 
Town pride shines in this display of 
local produce, domestic arts, animals 
and bush skills.

July: Lightning Ridge Opal Festival is 
a vivid celebration of local culture 
and customs jam-packed with events 
for all. The event includes the Opal & 
Gem Expo, with a huge range of opals, 
jewellery, beads and gems as well as 
some of the world’s best black opals.

August: Cuddie Springs Archaeological 
Dig Open Day. This site near Carinda 
provides a fascinating window on 
Australia’s ecological past, with 
experts on hand to answer questions. 

September: Come-By-Chance Picnic 
Races. This tiny town with the 
intriguing name comes alive for this 
classic country race day.
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‘Lightning Ridge’ conjures images of opal miners, 
bright sunlight and big skies. ‘The Ridge’ is 
famous for its spectacular opal - but it also has a 
reputation for being fascinating, friendly and fun, 
a playground for the modern-day explorer.

Morilla St, Lightning Ridge
Telephone (02) 6829 1670
www.lightningridge.net.au

Lightning Ridge Attraction / Activities

Lightning Ridge
Visitor Information Centre

John Murray’s realistic portrayals of the 
Australian Outback, with vivid colour and plenty 
of humour, are not to be missed. This world-class 
gallery has a large range of original works, prints, 
posters and giftcards on sale. Open 7 days.

8 Opal St, Lightning Ridge
Telephone (02) 6829 1130
www.johnmurrayart.com.au

Lightning Ridge Attraction / Activities

John Murray Art Gallery

Rates: Free entry

If you’re travelling with a group to Lightning 
Ridge, don’t miss this multi-award-winning, fully 
licensed indoor/outdoor dining experience.
With a unique blend of rustic ambience, hearty 
camp-oven fare and outback entertainment, 
Dig In caters for groups of 10 to 200.
57 Bald Hill Rd, Lightning Ridge
Telephone (02) 6829 1671
www.digin.com.au

Lightning Ridge Restaurant

Dig In!

Rates: From $25 per person*

Experience the magical view over our award-
winning 10,000 acre Caravan Park and Holiday 
Station. Accommodation from budget 
bunkhouses to self-contained houses. We love 
guests, caravans, campers and big rigs as 
‘hospitality is Tina and Peter’s speciality’.
Opal St, Lightning Ridge
Telephone (02) 6829 0253  Mob 0429 150 634
lorne01@bigpond.net.au  Fax (02) 6829 4047

Lightning Ridge Accommodation

Lorne Holiday Station and Caravan Park

An ‘almost underground experience’, in the 
middle of town. Explore the largest range of 
opals, jewellery, souvenirs and exclusive opal clay 
pottery. Tour guides free for coaches. Located 
opposite the Post Office.

PO Box 3, Lightning Ridge
Telephone (02) 6829 0333  Fax (02) 6829 0866
opalcave@lightningridge.net.au 

Lightning Ridge Attraction / Activities

Opal Cave

Catering for breakfast, morning & afternoon tea, 
and lunch, Cafe 64 provides air-conditioned 
comfort, excellent food and exceptional service 
in an environment where you can relax. Browse 
the local crafts and condiments - they make a 
great reminder of your stay.

64 Wee Waa St, Walgett
Telephone (02) 6828 3440
don@novaemployment.com.au

Walgett Restaurant

Cafe 64

Five minutes west from the centre of Walgett, 
Nolans on the Barwon boasts relaxed and 
comfortable facilities, log cabins, licensed bar and 
restaurant onsite. Activities include fishing and 
walking trails.

Cnr Brewarrina & Cumborah Roads, Walgett
Telephone (02) 6828 1154
www.nolansonthebarwon.com.au

Walgett Accommodation

Nolans on the Barwon

Rates: From $65 single, $80 double per night*

Winner of ‘Outstanding Tourist Attraction’, the 
Black Queen is a great example of Outback 
ingenuity and recycling. An amazing retro 
environment of 3 sandstone cottages with 34 
colourful bottle feature walls. The highlight is the 
exquisite antique lamp collection.
Red Car Door E, Open Easter to Oct, 9 am-5 pm
Telephone (02) 6829 0980
www.blackqueen.net.au

Lightning Ridge Attraction / Activities

Black Queen

Rates: Adults $5 and Families $12*

• Open 7 days - visitors welcome
• Facilities: bistro, bowling green, EFTPOS.
• Weekly raffles, bingo, badge draws and
    darts competition.
• Short distance to the Burren Bore Baths
    (free camping).

Cnr Waterloo & Slackmith Sts, Burren Junction
Telephone (02) 6796 1382

Burren Junction Attraction / Activities

Burren Junction RSL & Sporting Club

*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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Bourke, Brewarrina and Nyngan 
These riverside towns are steeped in history and Aboriginal culture, 

guaranteeing every traveller a fascinating promise of adventure.

Bourke
Set on the banks of the Darling River, Bourke 
is a handsome, historic town that was once 
a thriving river port. In the late 19th century, 
wool from all over western NSW and southern 
Queensland was transported here, where it 
was loaded onto river steamers and shipped 
downstream. Much of the overland transport 
was conducted by Afghan camel drivers, who 
stationed up to 2,000 camels at a site near 
the present-day Bourke Showgrounds. Bourke 
thrived on the wool trade, and these days the 
town has a rich legacy of historic buildings. 

Over the years, Bourke has attracted some 
fascinating characters. Henry Lawson lived 
here during the 1890s. The Carriers Arms Hotel, 
which still provides comfort and consolation to 
the thirsty traveller, became The Shearers Arms 
in one of his short stories. Fred Hollows, the 
famous eye surgeon, began treating trachoma 
in the local Aboriginal community in the 1970s. 
His grave can be found in Bourke Cemetery. 

Surrounded by river red gums on the banks of 
the Darling River, the Back O’Bourke Exhibition 
Centre is a sleek and sophisticated facility 
where you can explore the history, culture, 
fl ora and fauna of the Darling River and its 
surroundings. Drawing from the very different 
strands of the paddleboat trade, the pioneering 
pastoralists, the Aboriginal people of the 
region, the bush poets, the Afghan cameleers 
and the Cobb & Co. coaches, the centre uses 
the latest audiovisual techniques to weave a 
fascinating story that makes this an essential 

experience for any visitor. Since environmental 

sustainability is a critical issue in the region, 

the centre addresses the possibilities for the 

future of the Darling River region.

Brewarrina 
Located at the head of the Darling River, at 

the point where the Barwon River becomes 

the Darling, ‘Bre’, as it’s known to the locals, 

is infused with a mellow, languid charm that 

derives from its long and colourful history.

Brewarrina marks the deepest inland point that 

river steamers could reach. Off Bathurst Street 

is the town’s original road bridge, the Barwon 

Bridge, which could be raised or lowered to 

allow steamers to pass. It’s one of two surviving 

lift bridges in NSW.

Because of its large Aboriginal population, 

Brewarrina has special signifi cance in the 

region. Here, on the Barwon River, stone traps 

used during the fi shing season were the site of 

initiation ceremonies and exchanges that drew 

together several thousand Aboriginal people.

Estimated to be more than 40,000 years old, 

the traps consist of a series of stone weirs and 

ponds arranged to form a ‘net’. The largest of 

their kind, these National Heritage-listed traps 

stretch half a kilometre along the river and 

indicate a sophisticated culture capable of 

executing complex engineering works. Guided 

by Aboriginal people, visitors can tour this site 

and other cultural areas, including Hospital 

Creek and the Ochre Beds.

MUST SEE AND DO

Take a guided tour of the Brewarrina 
fi sh traps – 40,000-year-old stone walls 
that stretch across the Barwon River. 

Ride aboard the paddleboat
PV Jandra out of Bourke.  

Don’t miss the experience of a country 
race meeting. The Louth Races, held in 
August, are some of the best.

Pick up a ‘Mud Map’ from the visitor 
information centre and follow in the 
footsteps of Henry Lawson, or the 
explorers Sturt and Oxley.

Visit Nyngan Museum and learn about 
one of the State’s biggest rescue 
efforts during the 1990 fl ood. 

Photographs
above left to right: Nyngan races (Australian 
Geographic); Wildfl owers (Arthur Mostead); 
Fish traps, Brewarrina (Reg Morrison/Auscape); 
PV Jandra, Darling River, Bourke
far right: Back O’Bourke Exhibition Centre



15BOURKE, BREWARRINA AND NYNGAN 

Nyngan
On the banks of the Bogan River, Nyngan is an 
energetic rural town. Set on the divide between 
Australia’s interior and the Outback regions, 
Nyngan features a diverse range of fl ora and 
fauna from both areas. More than 200 bird 
species and a similar number of reptile, 
amphibian and animal species have been 
recorded here.

Spend a leisurely hour at the Rotary Park near 
the Peter Sinclair Bridge and you’ll probably 
spot several of these birds and animals.

The Nyngan Museum has a fascinating local 

history collection. Included in the museum are 

exhibits that outline the 1835 journey of the 

explorer Major Mitchell, the fi rst European to 

document a journey along the Bogan River. 

Railway displays and local domestic appliances 

that were once common on early sheep stations 

form part of the exhibit. From the modern era, 

there are dramatic illustrations of the huge fl ood 

of 1990 when the entire town was airlifted out 

of reach of the swelling waters of the Bogan 

River – one of the State’s biggest rescue efforts. 

The Mid-State Shearing Shed is a proud local 
monument to Nyngan’s shearing industry. Built 
by a group of retired shearers and housed in 
a former railway shed, the facility has various 
displays highlighting the contribution that 
sheep and shearers have made to modern 
Australia, and also a number of large murals 
that showcase the talents of local artists. 

For more information, contact visitor 
information centres at: Bourke:

(02) 6872 1222; Brewarrina: (02) 6839 2152; 
or Nyngan: (02) 6832 2335.
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Photographs
above left to right: Old mine works, Cobar; 
Newey Reserve, Cobar
right: Old miners’ lamps (Australian Geographic)
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Cobar 
At the crossroads of the Barrier Highway and 
the Kidman Way, Cobar is a fl ourishing town 
built around the thriving mining and pastoral 
industries. Mining commenced here in the 
1870s and, since that time, the town has been 
an important source of copper, lead, silver, zinc 
and gold, its fortunes fl uctuating with the rise 
and fall of demand.

Housed inside the former Administration 
Building of the Great Cobar Copper Mine, the 
Great Cobar Heritage Centre is an information 
centre and museum that provides an essential 
introduction to the town and its surroundings. 
With historic artefacts and displays chronicled 
in lavish detail, the centre explores the history 
of Cobar, from the time of the Ngiyampaa 
Aboriginal people to the fi rst European 
pastoralists and miners and on to the mining 
industry of the present day. A magnifi cent 
timber staircase leads to the upper storey 
and various models and displays from the 
mining and pastoral industries, including a 
model woolshed and a stamper battery, a 
large metal machine used for crushing ore 
and extracting gold. 

From the centre, the Cobar Heritage Walk takes 
in most of the town’s historic buildings, which 
include a number of distinguished works from 
the Victorian and Edwardian eras, as well as the 
simple cottages built by the miners themselves. 
One of Cobar’s architectural highlights is the 
Great Western Hotel. Built in 1898, it has an 
iron-lace verandah that’s more than 100 m 

Cobar 
Complemented by the rugged beauty of its Outback surroundings, Cobar is 

a thriving town, justly proud of its long connection with the mining industry. 

MUST SEE AND DO

Stroll down Cobar’s side streets and 
discover the town’s colonial treasures.

Stop off for refreshment at the 
longest iron-lace verandah in 
NSW – at the Great Western Hotel.  

Explore the Aboriginal rock art at 
Mount Grenfell, where three main 
rock shelters feature more than 
1,000 images.

Discover Cobar’s history at the 
renowned Great Cobar Heritage Centre.

View the open-cut mine and Cobar’s 
surroundings from Fort Bourke Hill 
Lookout, the site of the town’s fi rst
gold mine.

For more information, contact 
the Cobar Visitor Centre, 

telephone: (02) 6836 2448, or visit 
our website: www.cobar.nsw.gov.au

long, making it the longest in the State. A 
detailed map of the Cobar Heritage Walk is 
available from the Great Cobar Heritage Centre. 

Around the town 
On the outskirts of town is Cobar’s weather 
station, one of nine of its kind in Australia.
A half-hour tour, starting at 8.45 am, includes 
the daily release of a weather balloon and a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the facilities.

Located 67 km north-west of Cobar on the 
Barrier Highway, the Mount Grenfell Historic 
Site boasts some outstanding examples of 
Aboriginal rock art. The site’s three main rock 
shelters feature more than 1,000 images that 
depict human and animal fi gures painted with 
ochre, clay and other natural pigments. There 
are also some fi ne examples of hand stencils. 
At one time, these rock shelters were used as 
refuges by Aboriginal people, who were drawn 
here by the semi-permanent waterhole nearby.

Cobar is experiencing another gold and copper 
boom. The drive up Fort Bourke Hill offers a 
panoramic view over Cobar and its surrounding 
mines. Rising 60 m above the town, the hilltop 
is the site of the New Cobar Gold Mine, Cobar’s 
fi rst gold mine. Here a viewing platform affords 
a spectacular view of the mining operations.
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White Cliffs, Menindee, Tilpa, Wilcannia 
White Cliffs and the towns along the Darling River are rich with memories 

of a time when paddle-steamers opened up the dry heart of the continent.

White Cliffs
White Cliffs is one of the most unusual towns 
in Australia, although the reason might not be 
immediately obvious – because most of the 
town is underground. When opal mining began 
here in the 1880s, the shortage of building 
materials coupled with the fi erce temperatures 
made life above the surface diffi cult. In the 
underground shafts, however, conditions were 
relatively comfortable. When they wanted to 
create a home, the miners simply put a door 
on the front of a mineshaft and set up house. 
Today White Cliffs has motels, B&Bs, museums 
and art galleries – all underground.

Australia’s oldest commercial opal fi eld, 
White Cliffs was the fi rst to establish this 
country as the world’s leading producer of this 
fi ery stone. The opals mined here were far 
more vivid and vastly superior to opals mined 
in other countries, and White Cliffs opals 
quickly became popular, particularly in Europe, 
paving the way for the opening of opal fi elds in 
other parts of Australia. The galleries here are a 
great place to shop for locally mined opals that 
have been cut and set by expert jewellers. 

Solar energy
Since 1981, White Cliffs has been the site of
a solar power station whose mirror-plated
discs stand out from their stark surroundings
like props in a science fi ction movie. The 
experimental facility designed by the Australian 
National University is no longer operational, 
but the 5-m dish-shaped collectors make 
dramatic subjects for photographers. 

Menindee
Menindee, the fi rst town to be established 

along the Darling River, quickly became a port 

for the river steamers carrying cargoes of wool 

downriver. The town was an important outpost 

that made European settlement viable for the 

sheep stations scattered across the parched 

semi-desert of western NSW.

The Maidens Hotel, the second oldest pub 

in the State still serving beer, underlines the 

town’s long history. Its most famous visitors 

were the explorers Burke and Wills, who arrived 

by river steamer in 1860 during their ill-fated 

expedition to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

Kinchega National Park
The arid land surrounding Menindee is greened 

by irrigation schemes from the Darling River, 

providing water for citrus groves and stone-

fruit orchards. When water is in plentiful 

supply, the bird life in the area is sensational.

Menindee is also the gateway to Kinchega 

National Park, where the Darling forms a chain 

of natural lakes. Irrigation dams have broadened 

these lakes, where the dead river gums add a 

stark, surreal edge to the landscape. Menindee 

Lakes is seen at its best when the setting sun 

turns the trees into silhouettes.

Tilpa
Like many Outback towns, Tilpa is famous for 

its pub. The Tilpa Hotel is made entirely from 

corrugated iron and is covered with graffi ti that 

encapsulates the dry wit of the bush.

MUST SEE AND DO

Follow in the footsteps of drovers 
and stockmen, and travel the Long 
Paddock on the Cobb Highway.

Visit White Cliffs’ opal-cutters and 
jewellers in their dug-outs.

Admire the historic National Trust-
listed centre-lift bridge over the 
Darling at Wilcannia.

Take a self-guided heritage walk 
around Menindee.

Have the quietest night’s sleep 
of your life at White Cliffs – all 
accommodation is underground.

Photographs
above left to right: Solar station, White Cliffs 
(Arthur Mostead); Tilpa Hotel (Mike Newling); 
Darling River, Menindee (Angus Oborn/Lonely 
Planet Images); PJ’s Underground, White Cliffs
far right: Out for a drive in White Cliffs
(Dorothea Schmid-Bilderberg)
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Despite its small size, Tilpa is remarkable in 
several ways. When the Darling fl oods here, it 
spills across a fl oodplain that’s 70 km wide. The 
town is also known for its bushranger heritage 
and has the shortest Heritage Walk in the 
country – just two signs, on opposite sides off 
its main street. The Tilpa cemetery is Australia’s 
only site without a single grave. 

Wilcannia
Wilcannia was once a thriving port for the 
wool cargo that was shipped along the Darling 
by river steamers. Those days are long gone, 
but the town still has a legacy of magnifi cent 
stone buildings. Among its heritage buildings 
are the 1880 post offi ce and its attached 
residence, the Club Hotel, which dates from 
1879, and the Athenaeum Library, now the 
town’s Rural Transaction Centre. Here you can 
consult National Parks Discovery Guides, who 
can arrange town tours and provide detailed 
histories of all the town’s major buildings.

Paroo-Darling National Park
Located 60 km from Wilcannia, Paroo-Darling 
National Park is a major wetland system, 
part of the only section with unregulated 
fl ow in the Murray-Darling river system. This 
free-fl owing river sustains a rich and diverse 
ecosystem that is home to a large number 
of bird species, including black swans and 
brolgas. The area around Peery Lake, which 
has the most extensive bone midden deposits 
in the State, is an area of profound cultural 
signifi cance for the Paakantji Aboriginal people.

Ivanhoe
Located 200 km east of Menindee on the 
Cobb Highway, Ivanhoe is a peaceful town 
with an array of visitor amenities. The self-
guided Ivanhoe Heritage Trail, which includes 
the town’s major historic sites and public 
buildings, is a great way to explore this classic 
Outback town.

For more information, contact 
the Broken Hill Visitor Centre,

telephone: (08) 8088 9700, or visit our
website: www.centraldarling.nsw.gov.au

DID YOU KNOW?

At the Tilpa Hotel, you can add your 
own wit to the graffi ti wall for the 
price of a donation to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service.

Central Darling Shire is the largest 
local government area in NSW – over 
53,000 square kilometres, similar in 
size to the State of Tasmania.

Wilcannia was the third largest inland 
port in Australia in the 1880s, when it 
was known as the Queen City of
the West.



The largest underground motel in the world. 
Swimming pool, underground bar and licensed 
restaurant. Experience the superior quiet, deep 
dreaming and peace of sleeping underground.  

Smiths Hill, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8091 6677 
www.undergroundmotel.com.au

White Cliffs Accommodation

White Cliffs Underground Motel

Rates: From $79 single, $99 double/twin*

Bush and Paradise jewellery combining opal with 
other nature’s gifts. Follow the ‘Eye in the Hand’ 
around Smiths Hill to find a huge range of 
jewellery, souvenirs, opals and Aboriginal art. 

Dugout 142, Smiths Hill, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8091 6634 

White Cliffs Attraction / Activities

Outback Treasures

Your starting point for discovering the national 
park is the informative display at the
Paroo-Darling National Park Visitor Centre. 
Open most days between 8.30 am and 4.30 pm.

Keraro Rd, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8083 7900
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

White Cliffs Attraction / Activities

Paroo-Darling National Park
Visitor Centre

There is plenty of icy cold beer at the White 
Cliffs Hotel Motel, where Graham and Maxina 
are ready to serve you. Enjoy the authentic 
Outback hotel atmosphere, entertainment and 
comfortable accommodation, including ensuites, 
air-conditioning and tea-making facilities.

Telephone (08) 8091 6606
www.whitecliffshotelmotel.com.au

White Cliffs Accommodation

White Cliffs Hotel Motel

HHHI

Sleep underground nestled in the century old 
opal mines of Turley´s Hill.  Six clean, light and 
spacious B&B rooms (ask about our ensuite). 
Rates include breakfast and mine tour. 
Prospector´s Parcel dinner by booking. Families 
welcome.
Dugout 72, Turley’s Hill, White Cliffs 
Telephone (08) 8091 6626
pjsunderground@bigpond.com

White Cliffs Accommodation

PJ’S Underground B&B

Rates: From $110 to $170 per room per night*

Located in the historic Athenaeum, we offer 
visitor information and internet access for 
travellers, while National Parks and Wildlife 
Service Discovery Guides offer Discovery Tours - 
fees apply and bookings are essential.

37 Reid St, Wilcannia
Telephone (08) 8083 8910
council@centraldarling.nsw.gov.au

Rates: From Adult $7.00, Child $2.00, Concession $4.00*

Wilcannia Attraction / Activities

Wilcannia Rural Transaction Centre & 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 

HH

A peaceful camping area with twenty powered 
sites. Hot showers, disabled facilities, BBQ areas 
and laundry. Pets under control welcome. Fees 
charged for powered and camping sites.

Johnston St, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8091 6688

White Cliffs Accommodation

Opal Pioneer Caravan and 
Camping Tourist Park

This underground photographic gallery features 
exhibits on remote places. See spectacular 
images of Outback NSW and other world sites.
Discover a range of souvenirs, including books, 
posters, postcards, coolers and magnets. 

Dugout 126, Smiths Hill, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8091 6713
www.ottophoto.com

White Cliffs Attraction / Activities

Otto Rogge Photography

HH

Rates: From $

Accommodation

filler1
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*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.



WHITE CLIFFS, MENINDEE, TILPA, WILCANNIA 21

*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

Cutting across western NSW, the Darling River Run 
follows the course of the Darling from Bourke to 
Wentworth – where the Darling meets the Murray. 
It’s rich with legends forged by explorers, and stories 
from the time when the paddle-steamers opened up 
the heart of the State. 

Although the intervening years have cushioned some 
of the hardships, the countryside is still rugged and 
challenging, and the journey along the Darling is still 
potent with a sense of adventure. 

The total length of the trip is approximately 750 km. 
While a 4WD is recommended for the full journey, 
the Wilcannia to Wentworth leg can be tackled in a 
conventional vehicle, except after heavy rainfall. 

For more information, contact visitor information 
centres in Bourke, Broken Hill and Wentworth
(see page 39).

For road conditions, telphone the 24 hour hotline 
(08) 8091 5155.

Darling River Run
Bourke to Wentworth – 3 days Attraction / Activities

This is an area where both the scenic grandeur
and the remarkable people who live there are 
constant reminders of the uniqueness of the 
Australian continent.

Close to the town of Menindee, a chain of natural 
lakes along the Darling River has created a 
sensational wetland habitat for huge fl ocks of birds. 

Local operators in the area provide boat tours that 
explore the bird rookeries along the banks and also 
offer fi shing tours. Sunset is a magical time to be on 
the lake, with the river red gums becoming striking 
silhouettes against a glowing, richly coloured sky.

Kinchega National Park, another highlight of the 
area, was once part of a 800,000-hectare
pastoral lease. 

Visitors can follow several drives through the park 
and tour Aboriginal cultural sites as well as historic 
buildings from Australia’s iconic shearing era.

For more information, contact the Menindee Tourist 
Information Centre: Telephone 1300 361 967.

Lake Menindee & Kinchega National Park

Menindee Attraction / Activities

Open 7 days a week with a great selection of 
cold beers and refreshments. Select from our 
Country Style Counter Menu, available for both 
lunch and dinner. Be sure to drop in or stay the 
night in our comfortable and affordable 
accommodation.

Yartla St, Menindee
Telephone (08) 8091 4208   Fax (08) 8091 4334

Menindee Accommodation

Maidens Menindee Hotel HHH

Fifteen modern units with ensuites, disabled unit, 
colour TV, electric blankets, air-conditioning and 
queen-sized beds. Interconnecting unit available. 
Toasters, tea and coffee in all units. Free BBQ 
and special rates for coaches.
We accept MC, Visa & EFTPOS.

Yartla St, Menindee
Telephone (08) 8091 4313

Rates: From $60  to $130  per room per night*

Menindee Accommodation

Burke and Wills 
Menindee Motel

Enjoy Menindee and its surrounding areas. Free 
maps of Menindee Lakes and the Heritage Trail, 
with the history of Menindee, are available. Local 
historical archives, national parks, fishing, 
birdwatching, camping and magnificent sunsets. 

Menindee St, Menindee 
Telephone (08) 8091 4274
menindeelakes@onewire.net.au

Menindee Attraction / Activities

Menindee Tourist Information Centre



22 NSW OUTBACK

Broken Hill
Discover a rich mining heritage and a vibrant arts community in the Silver City, 

where the great Australian Outback is right on your doorstep.

Silver City
The unoffi cial capital of NSW Outback, Broken 
Hill is known for its isolation as well as its rich 
silver deposits. It’s the town that gave birth to 
BHP, now reincarnated as Broken Hill Billiton, 
the world’s largest mining company. 

In 1883, Charles Rasp, a boundary rider at 
Mount Gipps Station, found what he thought 
were tin deposits here. The tin turned out to 
be silver, and Rasp staked a mining claim of 
16 hectares, setting up a syndicate of seven to 
buy all the surrounding land. The land held the 
richest silver-lead-zinc concentration ever found, 
a continuous ore body 7 km long and 220 m 
across. Today, mining still plays an important 
role in the working life of Broken Hill, and its 
historic signifi cance is underlined by the huge 
piles of crushed rock that dominate the city. 

Artworks
The vast skies, sun-seared rocks and even the 
towering mining equipment of Broken Hill 
and its surroundings have inspired some of 
Australia’s best known artists. The city has a 
large population of working artists and more 
than 25 art galleries – in fact, the Silver City 
has as many galleries as pubs. 

The most illustrious artists are the so-called 
‘Brushmen of the Bush’, a group of self-taught 
artists who drew their inspiration from Broken 
Hill and its harsh surroundings. Pro Hart, a 
famous Broken Hill native, was renowned for 
his colourful and often irreverent works. His 
Wyman Street gallery houses a collection of 

the late artist’s works as well as a signifi cant 
private collection of European masters.

The most unusual gallery in Broken Hill is 
probably White’s Mineral Art Gallery. Made to 
look like a mineshaft, with stout beams and 
rock walls, the gallery is the creation of Kevin 
White, who uses ground-up minerals to paint 
his pictures. There’s even an art pub. Another 
monument to the artistic urge and located close 
to the heart of Broken Hill, Mario’s Palace Hotel 
is an ornate Victorian building that dates from 
the town’s mining heyday. Inspired by the city’s 
wealth of creative talent, Mario himself painted 
a copy of Botticelli’s Venus de Milo on the 
hotel’s ceiling. The hotel featured in the fi lm 
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert.

Sculptures in the desert
About 10 km north of Broken Hill, in the middle 
of the Living Desert Reserve, is Sundown Hill, 
site of the Living Desert Sculptures. This group of 
12 impressive sandstone sculptures was created 
by a group of international artists in 1993. The 
sculptures are particularly striking at sunset, as 
is the view from the ridge.

Mining memorabilia
The Albert Kersten GeoCentre is an interactive 
museum and interpretive centre that unravels 
the history of the earth with a fascinating, 
hands-on insight into geology, mineral 
exploration and mining. Included in the centre’s 
exhibits are several hundred artefacts from the 
city’s mining history as well as almost 2,000 
specimens, including a 42-kg silver nugget.

MUST SEE AND DO

At Mutawintji National Park see some 
extraordinary Aboriginal rock art that 
dates back 30,000 years.

Take a sunset stroll around the 
spectacular Living Desert Sculptures.

Tour the city’s galleries, and take 
home a one-off souvenir.

Sample local culture in the Silverton 
Hotel and, while you’re there, check 
out its movie memorabilia.

Rock on and view the mineral 
collection at the Albert Kersten 
GeoCentre, Broken Hill.

Photographs
above left to right: Mining heritage; Town 
centre (Hamilton Lund); Rock art, Mutawintji 
National Park (Mitch Reardon/Lonely Planet 
Images); Living Desert Sculptures
far right: Vast horizon (Broken Hill Tourism)
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Outback classroom
The School of the Air has a total enrolment of 

only about 80, but its ‘classroom’ covers an area 

of more than one million square kilometres. 

Most of the school’s students live on isolated 

sheep and cattle stations scattered across the 

Outback, and they use computers linked by 

satellite to communicate with their teacher 

and classmates, supplementing what would 

otherwise be a dull educational diet. Visitors 

are welcome to sit in on the class, held from 

Monday to Thursday from 8.30 to 9.30 am, 

except for school and public holidays, but you 

must be at the school by 8.15 am. Bookings 

are made through the Broken Hill Visitor 

Information Centre.

Mutawintji National Park
Situated 130 km north-east of Broken Hill, 

Mutawintji is one of the State’s most accessible 

and spectacular national parks. Its centrepiece is 

the Bynguano Range – a tortured landscape of 

scorched, tumbled sandstone, twisted cypress 

pines and tiny streams that is a favourite subject 

for the painters of Broken Hill. 

An important cultural site and ceremonial 

place, the water holes of these ranges once 

attracted Aboriginal people, who created 

galleries of some of humankind’s oldest art 

in the shelter of the rock overhangs. There are 

more than 300 archaeological sites dating back 

30,000 years scattered throughout the park, and 

the fi nest examples are found in the Mutawintji 

Historic Site. 

The semi-permanent water holes in these 
ranges attract a diverse range of wildlife, 
so you can expect to see wallaroos or rock 
wallabies and shingleback lizards as well as 
a rich and colourful variety of bird life that 
includes corellas, ringneck parrots, nankeen 
kestrels and peregrine falcons. 

Silverton
The town of Silverton, 25 km west of Broken 
Hill, was once the largest township in the 
Barrier Ranges. The town boomed after silver 
was discovered here in the 1880s, and within 

a short period it had a population of 3,000, 

plus schools, banks, pubs and all the other 

public buildings that are typical of a thriving 

mining township. When the town’s silver boom 

ended just a few years after it had begun, the 

miners moved to Broken Hill, and Silverton was 

virtually abandoned, its rich legacy of impressive 

buildings left to the elements. 

If you happen to be in Silverton in the evening, 

drive 5 km to the lookout west of town and 

watch the sun sink across the Mundi Mundi 

Plain – the land seems to stretch to eternity. 
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Photographs
above left to right: Silverton Hotel, Silverton
(Mike Newling); Kangaroos (Hamilton Lund); 
Kinchega National Park (James McEwan); 
Milparinka historic sites 
right: Maiden Plate race day, Broken Hill 
(Australian Geographic)
far right: Dingo fence, Cameron Corner 
(Broken Hill Tourism)

DID YOU KNOW?

The Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery 
is the oldest regional gallery in NSW.
Established in 1904 to meet the 
cultural needs of this isolated city, this 
is a great place to see some of the 
best known of the ‘Brushmen of the 
Bush’ artworks in a single location.

The collection’s 1,300 images include 
works by local artists such as Pro Hart, 
Hugh Schulz, Eric Minchin and Badger 
Bates. Works by Johnny Bulun Bulun, 
Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri, Trevor 
Nickolls and Anne Petyane are also 
featured. The gallery holds changing 
exhibitions throughout the year. 

The Outback ‘Hollywood’
Today Silverton has a population of less than 70, 
but its photogenic qualities – blood-red earth 
and sunsets, solitary stone buildings and camels 
in the main street – have made it a favourite 
with visitors as well as fi lm- and commercial-
makers in search of authentic Outback scenery. 

In fact Silverton is now known as the Hollywood 
of the Outback. The list of fi lms made in and 
around the town includes Mission Impossible II, 
Wake in Fright, A Town Like Alice, Dirty Deeds, 
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert, 
Razorback and Mad Max II. 

Featured prominently in these cinematic 
works, the Silverton Hotel has a display of still 
photographs from fi lms that have been shot 
locally. There’s also a replica of Mad Max’s
V8 Interceptor parked outside. 

The town has several resident artists, and 
except for the hot summer months, there 
are usually studios and galleries open. 

At the corner of Burke and Loftus streets, 
the former Silverton Gaol is now the town’s 
museum, which brings the story of Silverton’s 
history vividly alive with an enthralling collection 
of photographs, documents, household items 
and pastoral and mining equipment. The 
exhibits continue across the road at the old 
Court House.

Daydream Mine 
At the Daydream Mine, near Silverton, take a 
one-hour walking tour through the silver mine 
and gain an insight into the gruelling business 

of mining a century ago. Opened in 1882 
and worked intermittently for almost a 
century, the mine employed 150 men and 
20 boys who toiled by candlelight. The mine 
shafts were so narrow that the miners often 
had to lie on their sides to work.

For more information, contact the 
Broken Hill Visitor Centre,

telephone: (08) 8088 9700, or visit our
website: www.visitbrokenhill.com.au or
www.silverton.org.au
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EVENTS

March: St Patricks Races. One of the 
Outback’s premier social events, with 
an eight-race program and fashion to 
the fore.

May: ARB Warn 4X4 Outback 
Challenge. One of the toughest 4WD 
challenges in the world, with highly 
modifi ed vehicles churning through 
sand scrub over the nine-day event. 

May: Agfair Broken Hill. A bi-annual 
event scheduled to take place in 
2008. Held at Broken Hill racecourse, 
this event has all the colour, excite-
ment and thrills of a traditional 
agricultural fi eld day.

June: Silverado Shootout. Competitors 
dress in western gear to test their 
skills in an old-fashioned shootout.

October: Country Music Roundup.
Put on your best western shirt and 
top boots and listen to leading 
country music artists perform at 
selected venues around town.

Tibooburra & Milparinka
Although Tibooburra has a population of 
about 100, the town is the major service 
centre for the region and has a range of 
facilities far greater than its size might 
suggest. Tibooburra is also the gateway to 
Sturt National Park.

Charles Sturt passed through Tibooburra in 
1845, searching for Australia’s inland sea – 
and dragging a whaleboat in his supply train. 
You’ll see a full-sized replica of Sturt’s boat in 
Pioneer Park. Burke and Wills travelled 
through the area in 1860 on their way from 
Menindee to the Gulf of Carpentaria.

Today, Tibooburra has many stories to tell and 
you’ll hear them at The Family Hotel. This pub 
is quirky enough from the outside but step 
inside, and you’re in for a surprise. The walls 
have been decorated by some of the greats of 
Australian art – Russell Drysdale, Eric Minchin 
and Clifton Pugh, a one-time owner, whose 
paintings leave nothing to the imagination.

Milparinka’s place in Australia’s history is also 
connected to Sturt’s travels – he spent six 
months camped nearby at Depot Glen. 
Today, visitors are keen to explore the area. 
Attractions in the award-winning Heritage 
precinct include the 1880s Albert Hotel and
a historic walking track that starts at the 
hotel and includes the cemetery. 

Aboriginal heritage
For 25,000 years this region was home to 
the Wangkumara and Maljangapa Aboriginal 

people, whose middens, quarries, camp sites, 
ceremonial sites and tool ‘workshops’ are 
scattered throughout the area. Tibooburra’s 
Keeping Place Museum has a collection that 
includes tools and photographic material 
related to the Aboriginal history of the region.

Cameron Corner
At Cameron Corner, 145 km north-west of 
Tibooburra, you can stand at the intersection 
of three states – NSW, South Australia and 
Queensland. In this vast area of sand dunes 
and granite outcrops is the famous ‘dingo 
fence’, the world’s longest, running for 
5,000 km along the SA and NSW border. 

Bordering three states, this region offers visitors a vivid combination of 

history, wildfl owers, rugged landscapes and classic Outback station life. 

For more information, contact the Broken Hill 
Visitor Centre, telephone: (08) 8088 9700, or 
visit our website: www.visitbrokenhill.com.au, 
or www.outbacknsw.com.au

Corner Country
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Air-conditioned ensuite rooms, conference and 
business facilities. Licensed restaurant, with room 
service, open 7 days. Groups and coaches 
welcome, off-street parking available. 

326 Crystal St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 2344
comfortm@bigpond.net.au

Rates: From $95 to $150 per room per night*

Broken Hill Accommodation

Comfort Inn Crystal

HHHI

Broken Hill Accommodation

Stay in comfort at the newly refurbished Desert 
Sand Motor Inn. The brand new luxurious décor 
creates the perfect ambience for a comfortable 
and relaxing stay.

Situated a short distance from the city centre, 
the Desert Sand Motor Inn is complemented by 
the attached Southern Cross Hotel and 
Restaurant, one of Broken Hill’s finest. 

357 Cobalt St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 4122
minerslamp@westnet.com.au

Rates: $88 to $150 per room per night*

Room features include broadband internet 
access, LCD television and reverse-cycle air-
conditioning.
A delightful experience for a reasonable price.  

Desert Sand Motor Inn

HHHI

Broken Hill Accommodation

In the heart of the Silver City, this motel offers 
comfortable, clean accommodation.
Refurbished in 2004-05, we provide all the 
amenities needed for a relaxing stay. Enjoy a 
delicious breakfast on the patio overlooking the 
solar-heated swimming pool or relax in the 
privacy of your own room.

120 Argent St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 4044
minehost@iinet.net.au

Rates: From $88 per room per night*

Adjacent to the Visitor Information Centre, we 
are a short walk from eateries and entertainment 
venues. We have a tour desk at reception for all 
of your tour enquiries and reservations.

Mine Host Motel

HHHI

Positioned on the hill top only a few minutes 
from the town centre. This makes us a great and 
convenient location for exploring our town and a 
quite place to come home to. Also enjoy Italian 
cuisine at Betina’s Restaurant.

271 Kaolin St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 2999
www.comfortinnhilltop.com.au

Broken Hill Accommodation

Comfort Inn Hilltop

Eldee Station is a working sheep and cattle 
station boasting great Outback hospitality 
coupled with rich Outback scenery in the Barrier 
Ranges and the Mundi Mundi plains. Our 
accommodation facilities include refurbished 
rooms and luxury suites with ensuites. 

Telephone (08) 8091 2578
www.eldeestation.com

Broken Hill Accommodation

Eldee Station

Rates: From $100 per night per person*

HHHH

7 self-contained, fully furnished 2- and 3-
bedroom luxuriously appointed cottages, 
including 3-bedroom units with disabled 
specifications. Undercover parking,         
conference and service facilities available.

332 Crystal St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 2344
comfortm@bigpond.net.au

Broken Hill Accommodation

Line of Lode Cottages

Rates: From $155 to $215 per room per night*

HHHI

Pristine deluxe rooms, each with ensuite, chic 
and well designed facilities, cable TV. BBQ & 
outdoor pool, breakfast to rooms. Friendly 
personalised service with complementary pick-up 
from airport or railway. Proud winner of 
CountryLink Inland NSW Tourism Award 2006. 
252 Mica St, Broken Hill 
Telephone (08) 8088 2722
www.lodgemotel.com.au

Broken Hill Accommodation

The Lodge Outback Motel

Rates: $69 to $120 per room per night*

*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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Located in the heart of Broken Hill’s CBD, Broken 
Hill Regional Art Gallery is the oldest regional art 
gallery in NSW, showcasing a quality program of 
exhibitions by local, national and international 
artists. Highlights of the Gallery’s collection are 
on permanent display. 
404-408 Argent St, Broken Hill
Telephone (08) 8088 6897 
artgallery@brokenhill.nsw.gov.au

Broken Hill Attraction / Activities

Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery

Enjoy spectacular views whilst dining with us for 
lunch, dinner or coffee and cake. We pride 
ourselves on our superior service and great food. 
An experience to remember. Also visit our Miners 
Memorial and Gift Shop. 

Federation Way, Broken Hill 
Telephone (08) 8087 1318
www.brokenearthrestaurant.com.au

Broken Hill Restaurant

Broken Earth Cafe

Milparinka Attraction / Activities

Discover beautifully restored colonial buildings 
filled with unique interpretations of local histoy, 
exploration, settlement and the gold-mining 
heritage of the region.

Walk the heritage trail, or visit the park and 
children’s play area.

If you’re in the area from April to October, call in 
and say ‘hullo’ to the ‘Visiting Volunteers’ who 
operate the Family History and Visitor 
Information Centre.

Create the nicest of memories with evenings in 
the Albert Hotel. Fall into an easy camaraderie 
with locals and visitors from all over Australia.

Milparinka, www.outbacknsw.com.au 
Telephone (08) 8091 3862 or (08) 8091 2524
info@outbacknsw.com.au

Or, head out and stay at Theldarpa Station 
where the landscapes and sunsets are stunning, 
and the night skies amazing. Nearby, you can 
also visit Sturt’s Depot Glen, and climb Mt Poole 
for panoramic views.

Award-winning Milparinka: completely surprising

Silver City Tours specialise in full and half-day 
tours - 3 to 7 day packages are available. Silver 
City Tours provide accommodation, pick-ups, 
expert commentaries and air-conditioned 
coaches. Transfers available.

380 Argent St, Broken Hill
Telephone 1300 723 583
sctbhq@iinet.net.au

Broken Hill Tour

Silver City Tours

Stay Outback & Underground at Trilby Station 
near Louth and relax by the Darling River. Dig in 
for the night at PJ’s Underground B&B in the 
opal-mining town of White Cliffs. Indulge in fine 
heritage accommodation at The Imperial in 
Broken Hill - for couples or families.

Telephone (08) 8087 7444
www.outbackbeds.com.au/deals

White Cliffs, Louth & Broken Hill Tour

6 Nights Outback and Underground Tour

Rates: Accommodation & meal package from $1,128 double*

The Outback’s most awarded tour company can 
take you on a real adventure to some of those 
famous places you’ve always dreamt of visiting. 
Travel with friendly and knowledgable guides in 
air-conditioned 4WD vehicles. Be amazed by the 
diversity of wildlife and landscapes.
478 Lane St, Broken Hill 
Telephone (08) 8088 2389
www.tristate.com.au

Broken Hill Tour

Tri State Safaris

Tibooburra, Capital of the Corner Country.
A remote and friendly town set among 
impressive granite boulders, surrounded by 
a vast and beautiful landscape of gibber plains 
and mesas. A must-see destination!

Briscoe St, Tibooburra 
Telephone (08) 8091 3388
www.tibooburra.org

Tibooburra Attraction / Activities

Access Tibooburra

*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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At the junction of Australia’s two greatest rivers you’ll discover a colourful

river-boat history as well as iconic Australian Aboriginal sites.

The meeting of the waters
Situated at the confl uence of the Darling and 

Murray rivers, Wentworth is the region’s oldest 

town, with a fascinating history that includes 

explorers and the colourful river-boat trade.

The fi rst European to arrive here was Charles 

Sturt, who sailed past in a whaleboat in 1830 

on his second great river journey. On 23 January, 

he turned into ‘a new and beautiful stream’, and 

after a short investigative journey, he correctly 

identifi ed this as the Darling River, a river he 

had explored the previous year. He resumed 

his voyage to the confl uence point and named 

the ‘broad and noble river’ the Murray.

At the point where the two rivers meet, Junction 

Island Nature Reserve is a beautiful place for a 

stroll. A walking track around the reserve takes 

in a ‘canoe tree’, one of many scarred river red 

gums, from which the local Aboriginal people 

once cut bark for their canoes and utensils.

Historical links
Settled around 1840, Wentworth became the 

centre of a thriving river trade as paddle-

steamers towed barges loaded with wool and 

cargo downstream to the river ports in South 

Australia. By the time Wentworth was declared 

a municipality in 1879, it was the State’s busiest 

inland port.

The expansion of the railway network later in 

the century spelt the end of Wentworth as a 

commercial port, but the town was left with 

much of its historic infrastructure intact.  

Wentworth has a thriving houseboat industry, 
and there is no better way to explore the river 
than at a puttering pace in a fl oating home of 
your own, tying up to the riverbank at night 
and waking to the sounds of birds in the river 
red gums. No boat license is required, and 
houseboats come in all possible confi gurations, 
up to luxury models that can sleep 12.

Built in 1879–81, the Courthouse and Old 
Wentworth Gaol are classifi ed by the National 
Trust as the country’s fi rst Australian-designed 
courthouse and gaol. Last utilised as a prison in 
1927, the gaol still held unwilling inmates until 
1963, when it was used as extra classrooms for 
the Wentworth Central School.

Local heroes
At the corner of Adelaide and Adams streets
is a monument to an unusual local hero, the 
Ferguson TEA20 tractor. During the ‘1 in 100 
years’ 1956 fl ood, the Darling and Murray 
rivers peaked on the same day. Threatened by 
the fl ood waters for many months, the town 
was eventually saved by local returned soldiers, 
who used their Ferguson tractors to build a 
levee bank. 

Another fi ne example of Wentworth’s civic 
pride, the PS Ruby is a 1907 paddle-steamer 
purchased by the local Rotary Club in 1968. 
It was donated to Wentworth in 1996. After 
a total overhaul by volunteers, the Ruby was 
restored to her former glory and refl oated in 
2002. Once again she cuts a majestic fi gure
on the river.

MUST SEE AND DO

Say ‘Hello, Darling’ from the 
observation tower, where Australia’s 
two greatest rivers – the Darling and 
the Murray – meet.

Stand beneath the canopy of ‘The 
God Tree’, an ancient river red gum 
that has survived the centuries, now 
stranded amid rolling red sand dunes.

Climb the red dunes of the prehistoric 
Perry Sandhills, the backdrop for many 
fi lms and commercials.

Photographs
above left to right: Murray and Darling 
River Junction (Nikki Bond); PS Ruby; Old 
Wentworth Gaol (Nikki Bond); Harry Nanya 
Tours, Mungo National Park (Don Fuchs)
far right: Perry Sandhills (Photolibrary)

Wentworth and surrounds
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For more information, contact the 
Wentworth Visitor Centre,

telephone: (03) 5027 3624, or visit our
website: www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au

EVENTS

March: Music under the Stars. Part of 
the Mildura Wentworth Arts Festival, 
this event takes place against the 
dramatic setting of Perry Sandhills.

August: Wentworth Show. Country 
comes to town, with displays of riding 
skills and bushcrafts, animals, market 
stalls and local food and wine. 

September: Mildura Country Music 
Festival. With 800 hours of free music 
on the program, this is the third biggest 
country music festival in Australia.

Touring the area
The incredible array of produce from this area, 

combined with some exceptionally talented 

local chefs, make cellar door tastings and local 

restaurants a highlight of any tour. On the Silver 

City Highway between Wentworth and Mildura, 

Dareton is at the centre of the Coomealla 

Irrigation Area and is best known for its superior 

dried fruit and wine grapes.

In Buronga, the border town across the 

Murray from Mildura, the Australian Inland 

Botanic Gardens have attracted national and 

international attention. Just a few kilometres 

upstream is the town of Gol Gol, once a staging 

post for the legendary Cobb & Co. coaches.

Situated 116 km north of Wentworth, 

Pooncarie was once a thriving Darling River 

port, and to many locals it’s still ‘The Port’. 

Stop off to absorb the atmosphere and 

hospitality of this genuine country town.

Rich Aboriginal heritage
Wentworth is the gateway to Mungo National 

Park, a World Heritage Area and a remarkable 

corner of the State.

Before the last Ice Age, much of this area was 

covered by the Willandra Lakes, and today these 

vast, dry lake beds provide a snapshot that 

has helped unravel some of the mysteries of 

Aboriginal life in Australia as much as 60,000 

years ago. Aboriginal people have always lived 

along our great waterways. Their knowledge 

of the landscape and its plants and animals 

has been passed down in stories over many 
thousands of years. Harry Nanya Tours, an 
Aboriginal tour operator, has earned many 
accolades for its excellent interpretative tours  
based on traditional knowledge. For anyone who 
wants a unique perspective on this special part 
of NSW Outback, this is the perfect choice.
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*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

HHHI

Set amidst beautiful landscaped gardens, this 
resort provides a range of quality affordable 
accommodation. It is ideally located within a 
short walk of the Coomealla Club and Golf 
Course which overlook the Murray River.

Silver City Hwy, Dareton
Telephone 1800 854 737
www.coomeallaclub.com.au

Dareton Accommodation

Coomealla Club Motel & 
Caravan Park Resort

Rates: From $75 per night twin share*

HHH

Located in the centre of town, with 19 rooms - 
some with spa. Only 50 m from Wentworth 
Services Club and 5 minutes from the Junction of 
the Murray and Darling rivers.

51-53 Adams St, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3535
wcmotel@bigpond.net.au

Wentworth Accommodation

Wentworth Club Motel

Rates: From $55 per room per night*

Moored at one of the most attractive locations 
near the junction of the mighty Murray and 
Darling rivers. With over 200 km of Australia’s 
famous river playground at your disposal, cruise 
up the Murray to Mildura, downstream towards 
Lock 9 or, available only from Wentworth, take a 
leisurely cruise up the Darling.

Wentworth Accommodation

44 Cadell St, Wentworth
Telephone 1800 817 731
www.adelora.com.au

Rates: $1,425 for 3 nights*

Houseboats are fully equipped in every way, 
sleeping up to 12 people. Attractive rates and 
private, safe onsite parking available.

Adelora Houseboats

HHHHI

Wentworth Accommodation

Situated on the banks of the Darling River and 
surrounded by lush tropical gardens, this 4.5-star 
resort offers air-conditioned rooms, from Queen 
Suites to Presidential State Rooms.

You can relax by the solar-heated pool and spa, 
or enjoy a quiet meal in our restaurant. Why not 
try your luck at the Wentworth Services Club - 
there’s direct access via reception.      

61-79 Darling St, Wentworth
Telephone 1800 021 937 or (03) 5027 2225
www.wentworthgranderesort.com.au

Rates: $89 to $200 per person per night*

Off-street parking, 24-hour reception, cable TV, 
internet kiosk and more. Conference facilities 
also available - day rates or accommodation 
packages. You’ll be glad you stayed.

Sundowner Wentworth Grande Resort

HHHH

This family-owned and operated motel is set on 
beautiful lawns overlooking bushland and Thegoa 
Lagoon. Ideal for families or corporate travellers 
looking for a relaxing escape.
Visit us at www.murrayriver.com.au/
accommodation/two_rivers

Silver City Hwy, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3268

Wentworth Accommodation

Two Rivers Motel

Rates: From $70 to 90 per room per night twin share*

Cruise in relaxed style. Our 8 to 12 berth 
houseboats are immaculately presented and 
matched with service second to none. Private 
secure parking and on-site boat ramp. Deliveries 
to the boats are provided for your convenience.

PO Box 317, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3621
www.sunraysiahouseboats.com

Wentworth Accommodation

Sunraysia Houseboats

Rates: From $1,750 (min 4 nights stay)*

HHHI

Winner of 2004 & 2005 Business Excellence 
Awards and 2005 Inland NSW Award, 
Wentworth Central Motor Inn provides cottage 
garden surrounds in a quiet central location, a 
short walk from the centre of town. Facilities 
include pool, spa, BBQ area and in-house movies.
41 Adams St, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3777
mail@fringeofthedesert.com.au

Wentworth Accommodation

Wentworth Central
Motor Inn

Rates: From $60 per night*
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*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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HHH

Mungo National Park Accommodation

Mungo Lodge, adjacent to the World Heritage-
listed Mungo National Park, offers hotel-style 
rooms, self-contained cabins and a camping 
ground. Facilities include licensed à la carte 
restaurant, airstrip, kiosk, gift shop, tour desk
and BBQs.

Mungo Lodge lies 110 km NE of Mildura, 150 km 
NW of Balranald and 300 km SW of Broken Hill.

Arumpo Rd, Buronga
Telephone (03) 5029 7297
mungolodge@bigpond.com

Rates: From $98 per person per night*

Discover Aboriginal and European history and the 
beautiful lunettes that surround Lake Mungo. 
Wander through the old Wool Shed, built in 
1869. All groups welcome. Excellent for artists 
and photographers.

Mungo Lodge

This Heritage-listed homestead on the Darling 
River offers three levels of accommodation, plus 
camping. A homestead stay includes all meals. 
Self-contained accommodation is also available. 
Eco-tourism attraction. River for swimming and 
fishing year-round. Tennis court.
Avoca Station, via Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3020
www.users.bigpond.com/lawsavoca

Wentworth Accommodation

Avoca-on-Darling Hospitality

Rates: From $25 to $110 per person per night*

Wentworth Restaurant

Entertainment plays a large part at ‘The Family 
Club’, with live bands performing every Friday 
and Saturday night. Sunday nights are Old Time 
Dance nights.

The club has a range of indoor and outdoor 
sporting facilities, including snooker and pool 
tables, an 18-hole golf course, 14 tennis courts 
and 2 superb lawn bowls greens.

TAB, Keno, Coffee Shop and Bar facilities are on 
site, along with regular game shows and raffles, 
plus a supervised creche and junior room where 
fully qualified staff entertain the children.

Enjoy the serenity of the Darling River while 
dining in the sensational first-floor Riverview 
Bistro, which has quality meals at affordable 
prices for all the family. 

61-79 Darling St, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3302
www.wentworthclub.com.au

So have a little fun where the mighty rivers run - 
Wentworth Services Sporting Club.

Wentworth Services Sporting Club

Wentworth Attraction / Activities

Wentworth Visitor Information Centre is open 
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5pm; weekends & 
public holidays, 10 am to 2 pm.

Friendly staff welcome your enquiries, supply 
information and maps for historic Wentworth 
and natural attractions, including the Darling and 
Murray rivers and Perry Sandhills. Experience the 
village atmosphere and warm climate; enjoy eco-

66 Darling St, Wentworth
Telephone (03) 5027 3624
www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au

tours, cultural heritage, easy river access as well 
as community clubs, golf courses; and indulge in 
food and wine. Relax and enjoy Wentworth 
district, a unique holiday destination.

Wentworth Visitor Information Centre

HHHI

Comfortable refurbished rooms, only a short 
walk to the junction of the Darling and Murray 
rivers, the town centre and Services Club. 
Families, corporate guests and groups welcome. 
Outdoor entertainment area, BBQ and pool.

Cnr Silver City Hwy & Armstrong Ave
Telephone (03) 5027 3636
djmotorinn@aanet.com.au

Wentworth Accommodation

Darling Junction Motor Inn

Rates: From $60 per room per night*
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Balranald and Hillston
Deep in riverine country, this area sums up the best of Outback country life, 

including wildlife, a wonderful history and a warm-hearted welcome.

Balranald 
A riverfront oasis surrounded by saltbush and 
mallee plains, Balranald was the original 
settlement on the lower Murrumbidgee River. 
Today this former paddle-steamer port
offers reminders of its pioneering past.

Several historic buildings – including the old 
gaol, the relocated Wintong school house, the 
historic museum and the start of the town’s 
Heritage Walk – have been incorporated into 
the town’s Heritage Park. 

Balranald also boasts important ecological 
credentials. Situated at the south-west
corner of the 217,000 hectares of the lower 
Murrumbidgee fl oodplain, which extends all 
the way to Maude, the area is the home of the 
endangered Southern Bell or ‘Growling Grass’ 
frog. The fl oodplain, which includes the largest 
remaining wetlands in the Murrumbidgee 
Valley, also contains 35,000 hectares of red 
gum forest.

The Balranald Common Bird Trail passes 
through remnant black box, red gum and 
lignum vegetation habitats and is an ideal 
place to see some of the unique local birdlife.

The area’s red gum forest, along with the Yanga 
Station Homestead, 8 km south-east of 
Balranald, will become central features of the 
soon to be proclaimed Yanga National Park.

Close to the Lachlan, Murrumbidgee, Murray, 
Wakool and Edward rivers, Balranald’s Five 
Rivers Fishing Trail provides ideal locations for 
keen fi shing folk. 

To the north-west of Balranald is the acclaimed 
Willandra Lakes World Heritage Area. At the 
centre of this series of dry lake beds is Mungo 
National Park, famous for its eroded Walls of 
China and spectacular archaeological fi nds.

Hillston
On the banks of the Lachlan River, Hillston is a 
small town with a colourful history that’s been 
given new life by an extensive irrigation 
system. Now a major fruit-producing region,
its orchards and citrus groves stand in stark 
contrast to their parched surroundings. Here 
you can experience some of the beauty of
the Outback, including Sturt’s Desert Pea
and majestic river red gums, while at Lake 
Woorabinda, you’ll see kangaroos, emus and
an abundance of birdlife. 

Located in Keats Street – also known as the 
Kidman Way – the Hillston Historical Museum 
has an intriguing collection of machinery, 
household goods and a restored late 19th-
century homestead. 

The Red Dust and Paddy Melons Gallery 
showcases the paintings, sculptures and craft 
work of the Hillston Creative Arts Council. 
Much of it has been inspired by the unique 
fl ora, fauna and scenery of the area.

For more information, contact
visitor information centres in

Balranald: telephone 1800 444 043,
or visit www.balranald.nsw.gov.au or
Hillston: telephone (02) 6967 2555, or
visit www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au

MUST SEE AND DO

Take a snapshot of the Walls of China 
in Mungo National Park. 

Stroll across Hillston’s swing bridge 
for access to a nature reserve and 
walking tracks on the northern side
of the Lachlan River.

Go back in time – visit the Heritage Park 
in Balranald’s Market Street.

Take binoculars and a guidebook and 
go birdwatching on the local waterways.

Spend a night in Willandra National Park 
– stay at the Homestead or camp site.

Picnic or try your luck at fi shing on 
the banks of the Murrumbidgee River.

Photographs
above left to right: Yanga Station offi ce, 
part of the proposed Yanga National Park 
(Excitations); Lachlan River, Hillston
far right: Willandra National Park
(Blue Gum Pictures)



* Rates valid at date of publication, May 2006. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

HHHI

Situated in the centre of Balranald, the Shamrock 
Motel offers a licensed resturant and 21 air-
conditioned rooms. We’re located close to a 
number of tourist attractions, heritage sites and 
Mungo National Park.

96 Market St, Balranald
Telephone (03) 5020 1107
shamrock.motel@bigpond.com

Balranald Accommodation

Balranald Shamrock Motel

Rates: From $58 to $120 per room per night*

Built in 1929, the Clubhouse Hotel epitomises 
rural Australia and retains all the charm of that 
era. We have full bar facilities, an excellent dining 
room for lunch and dinner, and 17 guest rooms. 
Come in and enjoy our hospitality.

147 High St, Hillston
Telephone (02) 6967 2514
cle56399@bigpond.net.au

Hillston Accommodation

Club House Hotel

Rates: From $25 per person per night*

HH

Rates: From $

Accommodation

Outback

This historic hotel offers a family-friendly 
country pub experience, with excellent home-
made food. The camping ground offers guests a 
range of accommodation. Get ambushed at the 
Homebush Hotel, 27 km north of Balranald.

Ivanhoe Rd, Penarie
Telephone (03) 5020 6803
www.homebushhotel.com.au

Balranald Accommodation

Homebush Hotel

Rates: From $15 per person*

Willandra was once famous for its wool, but 
these days it offers an unparalleled insight into 
our pastoral history. Wander around historic 
buildings, explore along Willandra Creek or stay 
with us and experience the wide open plains. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service
Telephone (02) 6966 8100
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Hillston Attraction / Activities

Willandra National Park

Rates: Campsites $3/night, Accommodation $25 to $60/night*

HHHI

Sleep underground nestled in the century old 
opal mines of Turley’s Hill. Six light and spacious 
B&B rooms (ensuite available), rate includes 
breakfast and mine tour. Prospector’s Parcel by 
booking for dinner. Families welcome.

Dugout 72, Turley’s Hill, White Cliffs
Telephone (08) 8091 6626
pjsunderground@bigpond.com

Rates: From $110 to $170 per room per night*

White Cliffs Accommodation

PJ’S Underground B&B

HHHI

We offer a range of room styles, including 
deluxe, spa and 2-bedroom suites. Facilities 
include pool, games room, laundry, Austar TV 
and parking. Enjoy dining at the Billabong 
Restaurant - open 5 nights a week.

154 Market St, Balranald
Telephone (03) 5020 1104 
RoudPlain@bigpond.com.au

Balranald Accommodation

Balranald Motor Inn

Rates: From $80 single, $85 double, $100 family*

A gallery run by volunteers and located in the 
main street of Hillston. Check out the fabulous 
works of the Hillston Creative Arts Council - 
there are paintings, sculptures and craft. The art 
and craft for sale highlight the beautiful flora, 
fauna and scenery of Hillston and surrounds.

170 High St, Hillston
Telephone (02) 6967 1594

Hillston Attraction / Activities

Red Dust and Paddy Melons Gallery

Rates: Gold coin donation*

HHHI

Stay in comfort at the newly refurbished Desert 
Sand Motor Inn complimented by the attached 
Southern Cross Hotel and Restaurant, one of 
Broken Hill´s finest. Only a short distance from 
the city centre, rooms include broadband 
internet access, LCD TVs and air conditioning.
357 Cobalt Street , Broken Hill 2880
Telephone 08 8088 4122
minerslamp@westnet.com.au

Broken Hill Accommodation

Desert Sand Motor Inn

Rates: $88- $150 per room per night

Willandra National Park is less than an 
hour’s drive from Hillston. In the middle of 
the 19th century this area was known as 
Big Willandra Station, a famous merino stud 
that stretched from Hillston to Mossgiel – an 
area eight times the size of the present-day 
20,000-hectare national park.

The Willandra Homestead, shearers’ quarters, 
ram shed and woolshed have been preserved 
as models of the time when Australia rode 
on the sheep’s back, and they’re all open for 
inspection. The national park, which includes 
Willandra Creek, provides a habitat for many 
birds and animals such as red kangaroos, the 
largest of all the marsupials. 

Before setting out, contact Carrathool Shire 
Council on (02) 6965 1306 to check the 
road conditions.

BALRANALD AND HILLSTON 33

*  Rates valid at date of publication, March 2007. Accommodation prices based on twin / double share (unless otherwise stated) and subject 
to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact the service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.



Outback Beds
  Stay in the Outback with friends

Staying with the Outback Beds network allows you to experience working sheep and cattle stations, 
bush pubs, log cabins, living underground, B&B’s, a little luxury, fantastic river campsites… even camel 
campouts. Join us for an extraordinary experience.  

Telephone: 1800 005 298  Website: www.outbackbeds.com.au



Why not hop in a hot bore bath at Comeroo Camel Station… rock on your verandah at Kidman’s Camp… 
stay with the Young Farmer of the Year at Bokhara Hutz… luxuriate in fine heritage accommodation at 
The Imperial… sleep in the original century-old coach house at Nomads Cryon… throw a line in and 
fish the Darling River at Trilby Station… have fun feeding the animals at Meadow View Farmstay… see 
biodiversity on the Barwon River at Caloola B&B… or dig in for the night at PJ’s Underground B&B. 
Stay in the Outback with friends.

Phone us on 1800 005 298 for your free Outback map…

Slow down… stay a while and experience our Outback hospitality… Stay with friends at some of the Outback Beds properties.

Brewarrina - Bokhara Hutz
Ph: 02 6874 4921
www.bokharaplains.com

Bourke - Kidman’s Camp
Ph: 02 6872 1612
www.kidmanscamp.com.au

Bourke - Comeroo Camel Station
Ph: 02 6874 7735
www.comeroo.com   

Broken Hill - The Imperial 
Ph: 08 8087 7444
www.imperialfi neaccommodation.com

Walgett - Nomads Cryon
Ph: 02 6828 5237
www.nomadscryon.com

Louth - Trilby Station 
Ph: 02 6874 7420
www.trilbystation.com.au

White Cliffs - PJ’s Underground B&B
Ph: 08 8091 6626
www.babs.com.au/pj

Walgett - Caloola B&B 
Ph: 02  6828 1124
www.outbackbeds.com.au/caloola

Tottenham - Meadow View Farmstay
Ph: 02 6892 8205 
www.outbackbeds.com.au/meadowview
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Outback roads 
Road conditions in NSW can vary from multi-lane 
motorways to single-lane roads. Some roads may 
be gravel or compacted earth, with narrow and 
unstable edges. Be sure to drive slowly on narrow 
bridges and be aware of hazards such as fl ooded 
roads. Be on the alert for livestock that may 
wander onto the roads and take extra care around 
sunrise and sunset when native animals are active. 

Drive safely
In NSW, seatbelt-wearing is compulsory as are 
child restraints and baby capsules. It is illegal 
to leave a child unattended in a vehicle. For 
motorcyclists, crash helmets are mandatory. 

The signposted speed limit is the maximum 
driving speed allowable. Reduced speeds at school 
zones, road works and other special areas apply. 
The blood alcohol limit for drivers is 0.05% and 
zero for L- and P-plate drivers.

Always check road and weather conditions prior 
to travelling into remote areas and advise local 
authorities of your intended itinerary. Storms 
and heavy rains can occur during summer and 
fl ooding may isolate towns. Two-way radios, 
satellite or CDMA mobile phones are strongly 
recommended when travelling in the region 
as normal mobile phones may not work.

Visitors need to take extra care when driving in 
NSW Outback – drive at a safe speed, especially
on unsealed roads, and when passing other 
vehicles. Slow down for oncoming vehicles,
moving off to the left when large vehicles such
as road trains approach.

A major cause of death and injury is driving while 
fatigued. Avoid driving between midnight and 

dawn and ensure you are well rested before 
undertaking a long trip. Remember: stop, revive 
and survive. Take a break every two hours and 
share the driving whenever possible. 

Always check distances that need to be travelled 
and carry appropriate levels of fuel and water with 
you. On major highways fuel stops are rarely more 
than 200 km apart and it should not be necessary 
to carry spare fuel (check the services grid on page 
38 for fuel stops). However, if you carry extra fuel, 
ensure that it is kept securely outside the vehicle 
and stored in approved containers.  

Ensure your vehicle is mechanically sound and 
that your spare tyre is at the correct pressure. You 
may want to carry other spares, including radiator 
hoses and fanbelts, along with a good tool kit. 

If your vehicle breaks down, do not leave it. Your 
vehicle will provide you with shelter until help 
arrives and will be easier for a search party to spot.

Fruit Fly Exclusion Zone
As a way of protecting valuable crops, NSW 
Outback has a Fruit Fly Exclusion Zone. Road 
signs will tell you when you are approaching 
the zone. Please be sure to dispose of all fruit 
and vegetables before entering the zone.

Weather conditions
When travelling in the Outback, always take 
clothing that’s appropriate for changeable 
weather conditions. Summer temperatures can 
be very high, but you may also experience low 
temperatures, particularly overnight. It is easy to 
get sunburnt in the Outback. In some areas shade 
is scarce and extra sun protection is required – 
wearing a broad-brimmed hat and sunscreen is 
recommended year-round.

In the bush
If embarking on a bushwalk, always tell someone 
where you are going and be prepared for 
unexpected weather. Seek information on 
conditions from the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service or visitor information centres 
prior to departure. 

Water safety
Be careful when swimming in isolated locations 
in rivers, creeks and waterholes, especially if you 
have children with you. Do not dive off rocks into 
natural pools that may be too shallow or you may 
sustain permanent spinal injuries. Don’t swim 
after dark, or when under the infl uence of alcohol. 

More information
National Parks and Wildlife Service Visitor Centres, 
visitor information centres and local police can 
provide up-to-date information on park rules and 
regulations, road and weather conditions and fi re 
bans. Telephone the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service on 1300 361 967.

Outback etiquette
Many roads in the Outback cross station properties 
and you may need to use station gates on your 
travels.  The rule of the Outback is to leave gates in 
the same way you fi nd them. If the gate is closed, 
ensure you close it after you drive through – it’s 
important for the protection of valuable livestock.  

Be aware that not all station owners are amenable 
to visitors travelling through or camping on their 
properties. Call into the homestead and ask the 
owner’s permission before setting up camp, and 
never take fi rearms or pets onto properties
without permission.

In an emergency, telephone 000. 

Visitor safety tips

Photograph
Sturt National Park (Sally Mayman) 
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Travelling time and distance table

Sydney to Broken Hill
Distance:  1,167 km west of Sydney
Car:  approx. 14 hours
Train:   13.5 hours from Sydney. CountryLink offers a direct service 

from Sydney to Broken Hill every Monday. The service from 
Broken Hill to Sydney operates on Tuesday. CountryLink also 
operates a daily service from Sydney to Dubbo. Transfers from 
Dubbo to Broken Hill are via coach. The Indian Pacifi c operates 
twice a week (in both directions) – an 18-hour trip.

Air:   Regional Express operate fl ights to Broken Hill via Dubbo daily.

Adelaide to Broken Hill
Distance:  512 km north-east of Adelaide
Car:  approx. 5.5 hours
Train:  The Indian Pacifi c operates twice a week – a 7-hour trip.
Air:   Regional Express operate a daily direct service to Broken Hill – 

a one-hour fl ight.

Melbourne to Broken Hill
Distance:  834 km north-west of Melbourne
Car:  approx. 9 hours 
Air:   Qantas and Regional Express operate fl ights from Melbourne 

to Mildura. Transfers from Mildura are via coach.
Bus:   Victorian Government V/Line Bus runs from Melbourne to 

Mildura Sunday to Friday. Connecting buses run three times 
a week from Mildura to Broken Hill.
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ADELAIDE • 9.4 14.3 12.5 11.5 22.05 5.35 12.3 20.2 12.5 11.3 12.35 14.05 16 12.4 8.5 14 8.05 16.4 8.5 16.35 14.05 19.05 14.4 16.25 19.35 22.4 9.5 4.55 14.05

Albury 868 • 5.4 5.3 10.35 16 10.1 4.5 15.45 5.2 4.1 7.5 5.4 7 5.05 3.15 6.5 3 12.3 2.1 10.1 6.5 13.4 8 12.5 13.25 20.35 1.45 6.3 6.55

Bateman’s Bay 1306 489 • 4.25 10.5 14.2 13.25 2.05 9.25 2.35 4.2 6.3 2.05 4.6 1.55 6.5 4.2 8.2 10.35 5.5 5 1.2 7.3 3.1 8.05 11.3 13 4.4 11 2.05

Bathurst 1174 472 333 • 6.5 11.5 10.4 3.1 8.35 4.3 1.2 2.3 6.2 3.25 2.3 4.5 1.2 8.35 6.35 4.3 4.2 3.35 6.5 3 5.05 8.3 11.35 4.2 9.1 3.35

Bourke 1042 871 867 574 • 10.5 7.05 9.05 12.1 10.3 6.3 4.15 11.55 9.25 9.3 7.1 8.05 11.55 5.5 8 9.55 11 11.4 10.05 7.45 8.4 13.4 9.15 8.55 10.1

BRISBANE 2024 1393 1216 974 928 • 16.5 14.1 5 15.3 12.2 9.35 16.3 10.3 13.2 14.1 12.2 18.35 5.3 13.5 9.45 13.3 7.4 11.15 6.45 3.2 1.25 14.2 118.35 12.15

Broken Hill 512 830 1135 958 619 1546 • 13.15 16.2 13.45 9.2 8.25 13.35 13.2 13.3 8.25 12 8.55 12.1 7.5 14 15.15 15.5 14.15 11.55 14.1 19.5 9.5 2.45 15.2

CANBERRA 1164 347 151 257 748 1208 1103 • 12 1.25 2.2 5.1 3.05 4.4 1.2 4.55 4 6.5 9.5 3.5 6.25 3.05 9.55 4.15 9.35 11.2 16.5 3.25 9.2 3.1

Coffs Harbour 1808 1102 816 699 951 404 1337 821 • 13.25 9.5 8.5 11.3 5.35 10.4 16.1 7.3 15.1 5.4 12.05 5.45 10.25 2.25 8..05 4.25 3.3 4.5 14.45 16.45 9.45

Cooma 1199 385 245 366 859 1316 1141 111 932 • 3.4 6.35 1.5 5.2 2.45 6.2 5.2 6.55 11.15 4.05 7.35 4.3 11.2 5.4 11 12.35 18.15 3.55 9.15 4.35

Cowra 1068 366 336 106 542 1070 873 194 804 305 • 2.4 5.2 4.4 2.3 3.3 2.35 7.2 6.5 3.1 5.35 3.55 8.05 4.2 6.1 9.35 12.4 3 7.55 3.55

Dubbo 1167 575 498 205 369 859 755 398 650 509 212 • 8.05 5.3 5.25 5 3.5 9 4.4 4.25 5.4 6.25 8.2 5.5 4.25 7 12.2 5.25 9.1 5.55

Eden 1279 454 206 534 1015 1421 1309 284 1020 169 473 684 • 6.15 4 7 6.25 6.05 12.1 5.55 7.1 3.25 9.4 5.2 10.2 13.35 15.05 4.55 11.5 4.2

Gosford 1431 614 350 235 793 869 1178 342 470 455 341 425 556 • 3.7 8.2 2.15 10.5 7.1 7.2 1.1 2.5 3.45 1 4.2 7.45 9.5 6 12.1 2

Goulburn 1180 375 146 187 776 1114 1137 94 727 205 210 426 372 252 • 5.1 3 7 10.05 4 5.05 1.45 8.35 2.55 8.15 10.25 15.3 3.4 9.5 1.5

Griffi th 803 262 505 421 526 1272 738 349 1131 479 315 390 639 630 377 • 6.05 5.2 9.4 1.1 10.35 6.55 14.05 8.35 9.25 11.35 17.15 2.25 5.1 7

Katoomba 1273 571 328 98 672 1007 1057 318 612 427 204 304 533 148 224 520 • 9.5 7.05 5.5 3.1 3 5.4 1.4 5.35 9 11.1 5.35 10.3 2.2

MELBOURNE 727 310 759 775 976 1680 834 656 1386 620 675 821 554 923 672 457 880 • 13.05 4.35 10.55 8.25 13.2 9 12.5 16 19.05 4.55 6.55 8.25

Moree 1545 953 877 540 457 479 1065 776 458 887 591 378 1063 556 804 768 573 1120 • 8.3 7 11 6.55 8.45 3.25 3.25 8.2 10.05 13.5 10.1

Narrandera 825 71 486 402 664 1252 767 343 1036 379 296 394 548 611 340 97 501 428 773 • 7.55 5.25 10.25 6 8.1 11.2 14.25 1.05 5.15 5.25

Newcastle 1516 706 437 320 777 797 1163 425 402 536 426 408 642 91 331 735 234 1008 503 695 • 4.5 3.4 2.3 4 7.1 10.35 8.45 13.4 4

Nowra 1306 506 119 287 892 1095 1262 225 709 336 336 523 324 232 131 508 211 798 800 485 313 • 8.2 2.35 8 10.1 15.15 5.25 10.3 1.05

Port Macquarie 1750 952 672 555 930 560 1316 671 170 782 661 629 876 326 577 981 468 1242 495 930 252 559 • 6.1 3.55 4.55 7.15 12.15 15.35 7.3

SYDNEY 1370 572 275 201 781 937 1167 291 552 402 307 412 479 74 197 607 103 862 633 549 156 159 402 • 6 8.25 12.4 6.35 11.1 1.3

Tamworth 1508 922 666 403 648 575 1034 693 303 804 498 347 870 336 59 737 436 1163 273 736 284 581 282 414 • 3.25 7.55 9.5 12.5 7.1

Tenterfi eld 1778 1147 963 700 747 275 1299 954 285 1063 797 613 1168 635 860 1025 733 1434 299 1006 525 845 439 685 299 • 3.05 11.4 16.2 9.25

Tweed Heads 2034 1427 1115 955 1019 104 1588 1146 325 1257 1052 901 1320 767 1052 1296 911 1689 593 1262 727 1034 495 877 554 256 • 17.45 19 14.2

Wagga Wagga 919 130 389 329 665 1274 858 254 1014 283 223 390 451 514 273 196 428 457 768 99 604 404 850 470 737 1030 1291 • 6.15 5.3

Wentworth 402 571 985 840 797 1689 266 824 1473 863 735 831 1034 1097 844 468 941 572 1209 492 1177 969 1411 1034 1172 1446 1696 583 • 10.35

Wollongong 1317 519 196 246 818 1020 1275 238 635 349 347 449 401 157 144 521 148 810 726 497 239 79 485 80 507 770 960 417 982 •

Brisbane to Broken Hill
Distance:  1,546 km south-west of Brisbane
Car:   approx. 16.5 hours
Train:   Services from Brisbane to Sydney operate twice a week. 

Refer to Sydney information for connections to Broken Hill.
Air:   Daily fl ights from Brisbane to Sydney. Refer to Sydney 

information for connections to Broken Hill.

100 km = 62 miles  100 miles = 160 km Approx. distance between towns (km)Approx. travelling time between towns



38 NSW OUTBACK

Traveller Information

1. CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access): Wireless, ultra-high frequency digital telephone. Refer to your mobile carrier for details.
2. RFDS (Royal Flying Doctor Service) provides emergency medical services in the Outback.
All efforts were made to ensure this service directory was accurate at the time of printing. Always check with visitor information centres for current information (see page 39).

Use this services guide to plan your trip through towns in Outback NSW
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FUEL  
Petrol • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
LPG • • • • • • • • • • • •
Diesel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
VISITOR SERVICES

       

Visitor information • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Hotel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Motel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Caravan park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Camping • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Cabins • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
B&Bs • • • • • • • • • • • •
Farmstay • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
SERVICES

Mobile phone1 • • • • • • CDMA CDMA CDMA • CDMA • CDMA • CDMA CDMA • CDMA CDMA • • • • • •
Internet access • • • • • • • • • •
Churches • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Post offi ce • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Banking • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
ATM • • • • • • • • • • • • •
EFTPOS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Motorhome dump • • • • • • •
Mechanical repairs • • • • • • • • • • Minor • • • • •
Boat ramp • • • • • • •
Food 7 days • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Take away • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Restaurant • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Supplies • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
EMERGENCY

Hospital • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
RFDS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Police • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
NRMA • • • • • • • • • • •



1 Price is the manufacturer’s recommended retail price for Outback 2.5i manual 
(shown above) only and may vary between dealers. Dealer delivery and statutory 
charges are additional. Vehicles may only be purchased from Authorised Subaru 
Dealers. 2 Dealer delivery charges vary between dealers. Statutory charges (Registration, 
Compulsory Third Party Insurance and Stamp Duty) vary depending on the 
purchaser. Ask your dealer to confirm dealer delivery and statutory charges. SUR0909/TNSW

When designing the new Subaru Outback we had a plan; to make 

it better value than ever. First we redesigned the exterior, giving it a 

more dynamic and athletic profile. We then fitted 17-inch alloy 

wheels that will also stop you in a hurry thanks to our intelligent 

Brake Assist technology.

When the luxurious new interior was drafted, we included a 

premium audio system complete with six-stack CD player and the 

ability to play MP3 and WMA files. Cruise control functions were 

repositioned onto our multi-function telescopic steering wheel.

New Subaru Outback now from $36,990RRP1. 
Designed for the adventurous.

And a new reversible cargo area was added with high quality carpet 

on one side and a hard waterproof surface on the other.

Of course, not everything’s new. It still has Symmetrical All-Wheel 

Drive, 200mm ground clearance, a horizontally opposed Boxer 

engine, and a 5-Star ANCAP occupant safety rating – no wonder the 

Outback has the highest resale value in its class.

Now from only $36,990RRP1 (plus dealer delivery and statutory 

charges2) the new Outback 2.5i offers a lot more, for less. Arrange a test 

drive at your nearest Subaru Retailer or visit www.subaru.com.au
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