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North Coast of NSW
ancient rainforests and…
On the scenic North Coast you’ll discover
a hinterland of river valleys bordered by
pristine lakes and an unspoilt coastline.
From Terrigal to the Tweed, there is a
range of holiday experiences to enjoy:
cruise quiet country roads that link
historic townships; take a horseback
tour or dine on fresh seafood by the
waterfront; luxuriate at a resort or simply
camp in the wilderness. The North
Coast is an intriguing blend of old and
new; while the uncrowded beaches and
World Heritage-listed rainforests haven’t
changed, there are new attractions and
new destinations, even new ways of
getting there.
You’ll never forget a holiday on the North
Coast of NSW – there’s no place like it.

top l – r: Barrington Tops National Park,
Photolibrary; Beach at Coffs Coast
bottom l – r: Pepper Tree Wines in the Hunter
Valley, R. Ian Lloyd; Pinnacle Lookout, Border
Ranges National Park, Colin Cooksey; Sunrise
at Hat Head, Mid North Coast, Don Fuchs
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NORTH COAST OF NSW

…unspoilt beaches

NORTH COAST OF NSW
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Lake Macquarie
It’s been Sydneysiders’ playground for decades and it’s easy to see why, with ﬁshing,
swimming, boating, hiking, and lots more, all just 90 minutes’ drive north of Sydney.

So much more than a lake
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MUST SEE AND DO
Sail or cruise on Lake Macquarie.
Bushwalk or ride a horse in the
Watagan Mountains foothills
at Cooranbong.
Visit the Lake Macquarie Art Gallery,
and notable Australian portrait painter
Sir William Dobell’s residence and
studio at Dobell House, Wangi Wangi.
Discover the natural beauty of Nine
Mile Beach.
Hire a kayak or join a kayak tour of
the local waterways.
Try something new – learn how to
surf or kite-board.

top l – r: Blacksmith Beach, Paul Foley’s
Lightmoods (PFL); Dining at Milano’s on
the Lake, Pelican Marina, Andrew Monger;
Croudace Bay, PFL; Sailing, PFL
bottom right: Waterskiing, PFL
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LAKE MACQUARIE

Lake Macquarie is edged on one side by
stretches of immaculate sandy beach. Frolic
in the water at Redhead or Blacksmiths Beach;
explore the sea caves at Caves Beach at low
tide, or scuba dive under the long jetty at
Catherine Hill Bay.
Lake Macquarie itself is the largest coastal saltwater lake in Australia, and at 24 km long it’s
four times the size of Sydney Harbour. Hire a
boat, a jet ski, canoe or yacht, or even a houseboat, and explore this vast and unique body of
water. Throw in a line while you’re out there,
and you may catch your own dinner. The lakeside is ideal for scenic walks along Greenpoint
Reserve, Wangi Wangi Flora & Fauna Reserve,
Warners Bay and Toronto.

Access each experience
Linking the beaches, lake and mountains are
more than 90 villages and communities dotted
throughout the City of Lake Macquarie. Quiet
beachside suburbs, bustling lakeside communities, key town centres, and sleepy mountainside
villages all combine to give the area a relaxed
feel. On the eastern shore, Belmont and
Swansea lie between Lake Macquarie and the
beaches. On the western shore, Toronto and
Morisset enjoy the scenic backdrop of the
Watagan Mountains, while on the northern
side, Warners Bay is a thriving village with
restaurants, galleries and a foreshore cycleway.
Lake Macquarie provides the visitor with a
surprisingly varied choice of accommodation
to set up a base from which to explore what

the area has to offer. Choose from absolute
waterfront boat cottages and beach houses
on the coast, peaceful mountain retreats, cosy
guesthouses and charming B&Bs. For tourist park
holidaymakers, modern cabin accommodation
and campsites provide the perfect familyholiday getaway.
With a diverse range of waterfront dining,
including cafés, lakeside restaurants, bistros,
pubs and clubs, there’s always a culinary
delight awaiting you just around the corner.
Or you can simply pick up some freshly
caught seafood at Swansea or Morriset.

Mountains to the sea
The Watagan Mountains provide a superb
backdrop to Lake Macquarie, and the unspoilt
bushland of the Watagan Mountains National
Park is home to many native species, including
wallabies, pademelons, bandicoots and koalas,
which you may encounter on guided night
walks. See the giant pine trees along The Pines
Trail, enjoy the stunning views from Heaton
Lookout, or take a walk along Boarding House
Dam to the moss wall. The waterfall at Gap
Creek Falls is an enthralling experience, but
even getting there is a feast for the eye: the
access road is lined with magniﬁcent red cedar
and Illawarra ﬂame trees.
For those who love the water and all the fun
it provides, there are outstanding settings
for swimming and surﬁng on the Wallarah
Peninsula at Catherine Hill Bay, a coastal village
120 km from Sydney. This charming settlement

of old miners’ cottages, lies between Lake
Macquarie and the Paciﬁc and provides stunning coastal views and walks. Well known as a
surﬁng location, it makes for a perfect starting
point for your own surﬁng safari stretching to
Hams Beach and Redhead Beach. If you like to
have your fun under water, the southern headland of Catherine Hill Bay provides several
dive sites at a variety of depths, making the
area excellent for snorkelling, as well as for
scuba. There are a number of shipwrecks to
explore including the SS Wallarah, the Lubra
and the Shamrock.

Lake Macquarie is a destination that is gradually
being discovered by tourists as a relaxed escape
from the hectic pace of Sydney and some of
the busier tourist destinations along the east
coast. With its great variety of accommodation,
long stretches of sandy beach, undeveloped
coastline, and the immense blue-water lake,
together with its easy access, this is a destination
worth discovering and rediscovering.
For more information, contact Lake
Macquarie Visitor Information and
Booking Centre, telephone: 1800 802 044,
web: www.visitlakemac.com.au

EVENTS
January: International Amateur Golf
Championships, Belmont.
February: Across the Lake Swim –
Coal Point to Belmont, 3.8 km.
March: Loop the Lake cycling tour.
Non-competitive event for riders of all
ages. Starting at either Warners Bay or
Belmont. Proceeds from the entry fee
go to John Hunter Children’s Hospital.
April: Caves Beach Ocean Swim,
1.5 km; Toronto Heritage Aﬂoat
Festival – a national festival of
traditional and classic boats.
May: Triple O & Community Try Sailing
Day – an opportunity to try your
hand aboard various-sized yachts and
cruisers to experience the thrill of
racing to Pulbah Island.
June: Watagan Bush Bash – motorcycle
event held in the Watagan Forest.
August: City of Lake Macquarie
International Half Marathon race,
Warners Bay, takes place on a
waterfront course between Eleebana
and Speers Point.
October–March: Music in the Park,
Warners Bay and Toronto. Local
musicians perform in free concerts on
the foreshore.
November: Back to the Bay Heritage
Festival, Catherine Bay.
All year: Sailing regattas, Belmont
– the place to see the many
international, national and State
sailing regattas.

LAKE MACQUARIE
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Lake Macquarie

Accommodation

HHHHI

Raffertys Mercure Resort
Lake Macquarie
Discover our hidden secret...set on a waterfront
paradise, we offer fully self-contained
accommodation, divine food and wine, and
breathtaking sunsets! Raffertys is located on the
shores of spectacular Lake Macquarie - just 90
minutes’ drive north of Sydney. Surrounded by
bushland and only minutes from pristine
beaches, Raffertys is the complete holiday
destination.

Resort guests can select from a variety of 2-, 3& 4-bedroom cottages and 2-bedroom terrace
suites, sleeping up to 8 people, plus enjoy a vast
array of recreational facilities and activities,
including: a la carte restaurant, poolside kiosk,
general store, 4 swimming pools (1 undercover
heated with spa), 4 tennis courts, massage and
beauty treatment centre, supervised kids club,
jam-packed school holiday activities program,

daily bird and pelican feeding, beach volleyball
court, games room, boat ramp and private jetty.
Don´t stay home...discover Raffertys, the
ultimate escape!

Lake Macquarie

Lake Macquarie

Lake Macquarie

Accommodation

Kemeys Mountain Hideaway

HHHHI

Accommodation

7 Raffertys Road, Cams Wharf
Telephone (02) 4972 5555 or 1800 811 712
Rates: From $240 to $325 per room per night*

Accommodation

HHHH

Lakeshores Self-catering Accommodation

Redhead Beach Holiday Park

Ideal for a romantic occasion or country escape.
Hidden in the Watagan Mountain foothills, one
hour north of Sydney. Enjoy the clean forest air,
privacy, tranquillity and 4½ star comfort.

Whether it´s by the shores of Lake Macquarie or
by the Pacific Ocean, for a weekend or a month
or more, we have the style of holiday and shortterm self-contained accommodation to suit your
needs and budget.

Escape to beautiful Redhead Beach Holiday Park
on Nine Mile Beach - perfect for surfing,
swimming and fishing. Enjoy the landscape by
walking on the boardwalk to the beach, where
you can see swans, ducks and wildlife.

Sauls Road, Mandalong
Telephone (02) 4921 0740
www.visitlakemac.com.au/kemeys

Properties from Belmont to Caves Beach
Telephone (02) 4921 0740
www.visitlakemac.com.au/lakeshores

1A Kalaroo Road, Redhead
Telephone (02) 4944 8944
www.redheadbeach.com.au

Rates: From $170 per room per night*

Rates: From $118.50 per night*

Rates: From $73 twin share per room per night*

Lake Macquarie

Lake Macquarie

Accommodation

Spinnakers Leisure Park

HHHH

Accommodation

Best Western Warners
at the Bay

HHHHI

Lake Macquarie

Accommodation

Belmont Bayview Park

HHHI

The perfect family environment or quiet
getaway. Dine out or self-cater. Air-conditioned
cabins with linen, towels and Foxtel. The park
offers a playground, mini golf, games room and 2
pools set in beautiful landscaped gardens.

For business or pleasure. Deluxe motel featuring
standard, spa, king and interconnecting rooms.
Foxtel, phone/internet, mini bar, room service,
off-street car parking. Bistro, bottle shop and live
entertainment on weekends.

This offer applies to our 2-bedroom cabins,
which contain king-sized beds, spa, kitchen, DVD,
Foxtel etc. Belmont Bayview Park is 1½ hours
north of Hornsby and only metres from Lake
Macquarie, with Belmont 16-Footer Club nearby.

687 Pacific Highway, Belmont South
Telephone (02) 4945 3405 or 1800 352 303
www.spinnakers.com.au

320 Hillsborough Road, Warners Bay
Telephone (02) 4956 6477
www.warnersatthebay.com.au

1 Gerald Street, Belmont
Telephone (02) 4921 0740
www.visitlakemac.com.au/bayview

Rates: From $75 per room per night*

Rates: From $130 per room per night*

Rates: From $60 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

8

LAKE MACQUARIE

QLPDA
,15!K=OP

ÀÊÌ iÊ«iÀviVÌÊÜ>ÞÊÌÊÀiqViVÌÊÜÌ ÊÞÕÀÊÛi`ÊiÃ]Ê
iÃV>«iÊÊ>Ê ÀÌâÊÌÀ i°ÊÕÃÌÊiÊ>ÊÕÝÕÀÞÊ ÌiÊÊ
Ü iiÃ]ÊÛi ViÃÊÃii«Ê>ÃÊ>ÞÊ>ÃÊÃÝÊ«i«iÊ>`ÊVÕ`iÊ
vi>ÌÕÀiÃÊÃÕV Ê>ÃÊ>Ê}>ÃÊÃÌÛi]ÊvÀ`}iÊ>`ÊVÀÜ>ÛiÊ>`ÊÊ
ÃÌÊ`iÃ]ÊÌiÌÊ>`ÊÃ ÜiÀ°Ê-ÊvÊÞÕ½ÀiÊ Õ}ÀÞÊvÀÊ
>`ÛiÌÕÀi]Êi>ÛiÊÌ iÊV>ÀÊ>ÌÊ i]ÊV>ViÊÌ iÊ ÌiÊÀiÃiÀÛ>ÌÊ

ÀiiV>Ê£nääÊÎääÊ{xäÊ
ÜÜÜ°LÀÌâ°V°>Õ

4(2A

>`ÊÕÃÌ°°°

Newcastle
Newcastle is an exciting city by the sea, bursting with energy
and creative activity.

Urban highlights
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MUST SEE AND DO
Chat with the locals at one of
Newcastle’s waterside pubs.
Picnic on the beach – feast on fresh
ﬁsh and chips.
Hire a bicycle at Honeysuckle and ride
down to Nobbys Lighthouse.
Stop for a swim at the Bogey Hole,
a swimming pool carved out of ocean
rocks by convicts in 1819.
Take to the air – go kite surﬁng
or hang-gliding at Nobbys and
Merewether beaches.

top l – r: Swimmer at Ocean Baths,
Newcastle, Anson Smart; Estaba Café,
Newcastle Beach, Anson Smart; Terminal
One, Honeysuckle, Anson Smart; Nobbys
Lighthouse and Beach, Matt Lauder; Swimmer
at Ocean Baths, Newcastle, Anson Smart
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NEWCASTLE

Once a major industrial centre, Newcastle has
revived its harbourside area and transformed
itself into a cosmopolitan city with a unique
setting, perched between a working harbour
and beautiful beaches. A thriving cultural
scene and diverse attractions have made it an
increasingly popular holiday getaway. Pay a
visit, and be surprised by the new Newcastle.

are renowned: Newcastle Ocean Baths for
its Art Deco design and Merewether Ocean
Baths for being the largest in the Southern
Hemisphere. Check them out when you walk
the Bather’s Way, a scenic 5 km walk that
stretches from the lighthouse at Nobbys
Headland to Merewether Baths.

Newcastle’s rich heritage

Café culture
Right on the harbour at Honeysuckle, The
Boardwalk is the place to go for sophisticated
dining and upmarket bars with superb water
views. Beaumont Street, Hamilton, known for
its vibrant multicultural atmosphere, sidewalk
cafés and thriving pub and music scene, is a favourite with the locals. The city’s precincts offer
plenty of opportunities for eating, shopping and
gallery hopping. Darby Street in Cooks Hill has
a funky mix of cafés, galleries and boutiques, set
in a heritage suburb with a young and groovy
vibe. Relax over a cup of coffee or browse in
the private art galleries in the leafy back lanes.
Just up the road from Darby Street you’ll ﬁnd
The Junction, Newcastle’s presti-gious shopping
village – the place to browse for designer
labels, precious jewellery and up-to-theminute homewares.

Convict relics
Newcastle is Australia’s second-oldest city,
with a rich heritage dating back to convict
times. The city’s historic heart is Newcastle
East, at the end of the peninsula where the
city meets the ocean. Take the time to explore
the old streets and laneways or pick up a free
guide and map from the Visitor Centre on
Hunter Street and take the signposted Heritage
Walk. The Convict Lumber Yard on Scott Street
provides a rare glimpse into convict existence,
and Fort Scratchley, built during the Crimean
War, is the only fort in Australia to engage with
the enemy in a maritime attack – ﬁring back
at a Japanese submarine that shelled the BHP
Steelworks during World War II. Lovers of ﬁne
architecture will enjoy the grand houses on The
Hill where the majestic Christ Church Cathedral
towers over the city, providing stunning views.

Hit the beach
Newcastle has six pristine beaches within easy
reach of the CBD. Nobbys Beach and Bar Beach
are great for swimmers, while Newcastle Beach
and Merewether Beach attract surfers chasing
that perfect wave. The city’s two ocean baths

Artistic edge
Newcastle has the highest concentration of artists per capita of any Australian city, infusing it
with a thriving cultural scene. The Civic Cultural
Precinct in the centre of town is home to the
Newcastle Conservatorium and the Regional

At the Hunter Wetlands Centre at Shortland
(10 km from Newcastle as the bird ﬂies) you
can hire a canoe and paddle to explore this
magniﬁcent network of ponds, which provides a
habitat for a diverse range of waterbirds – pick
up a bird guide before you start. The centre also
has a pleasant café with panoramic views.

Art Gallery, acknowledged as one of the best in
Australia. Nearby is the Art Deco Civic Theatre
where you can catch national and international
performing arts, which range from ballet and
Shakespeare to big-name comedy acts.

The 5.5 km Fernleigh Track follows a regenerated former railway corridor from Adamstown
to Whitebridge (a 10-minute journey by car or
train from the Newcastle CBD) via beautiful
parks and historic suburbs, passing through a
heritage railway tunnel en route.

Natural assets
Newcastle’s natural environs are plentiful,
diverse and easily reached from the city centre.
At Blackbutt Reserve you can explore a range
of habitats and ecosystems and see koalas,
kangaroos, emus, wombats and a wide variety
of bird species.

Stockton Sand Dunes, 20 minutes’ drive or a
short ferry ride from the Newcastle CBD, is
the largest moving sand dune system in the
Southern Hemisphere. Take a tour by quad bike,
For more information, contact the
or four-wheel-drive, and explore the 33 km of
Newcastle Visitor Information Centre,
dunes, where you’ll also get to see the Sygna,
telephone: 1800 654 558, or visit our website:
the largest shipwreck on the Australian coast.
www.visitnewcastle.com.au

Newcastle

Accommodation

Crowne Plaza Newcastle

HHHHI

Newcastle

Attraction / Activities

Newcastle

Accommodation

HHHHI

Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia

The Executive Inn Newcastle

On the foreshore of Australia´s newest harbour
playground is the Crowne Plaza Newcastle,
reflecting the excitement of the harbour. This
hotel was awarded Best Deluxe Accommodation
at the 2005 NSW Tourism Awards.

Looking for a great day out? A Haven for Wildlife
and People - enjoy over 250 wildlife species and
40 activities, from walking trails, canoeing,
feeding talks, playground and events to Nourish
@ Hunter Wetlands - and that´s just for starters.

Cnr Merewether Street & Wharf Road, Newcastle
Telephone (02) 4907 5000
www.newcastle.crowneplaza.com

Off the roundabout, Sandgate Road, Shortland
Telephone (02) 4951 6466
hwca@wetlands.org.au or www.wetlands.org.au

Base yourself at The Executive Inn to experience
the best of the Hunter. Fantastic in-house
facilities include stunning pools, choice of
restaurants, bars and entertainment. Staying at
The Executive Inn will be one of the highlights of
your Hunter Escape. Call us today.
10 Rugby Road, New Lambton
Telephone (02) 4935 1100
www.executiveinn.com.au

Rates: From $192 per room per night*

Rates: Family $9, Adult $5, Child $2.50, Concession $3*

Rates: From $145 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
NEWCASTLE
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Hunter Valley
From ﬁne wines and gourmet food to luxury accommodation and stunning
scenery, a Hunter Valley getaway offers a true taste of the good life.

Lifestyle meets the great
outdoors
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MUST SEE AND DO
Unwind at one of the Valley’s many
luxurious day spas.
Bargain hunt in the historic villages of
Wollombi, Morpeth, and Broke.
Take a guided tour of the architecturally signiﬁcant Sacred Spaces in
the Mercy Convent, Singleton.
Catch your own dinner – ﬁsh at
Lake St Clair.
Taste Pokolbin’s famous handmade,
washed rind, and white mould cheese.
Fly high in the Hunter – take a ﬂight
in a Tiger Moth or a helicopter, or
enjoy hot-air ballooning at sunrise.

top l – r: Chefs of Hunter Valley Wine Country;
Hunter Valley winery, www.travpix.com; Grapes
on the vine, R. Ian Lloyd; Border Gardens,
Hunter Valley Gardens
far right: Waterfall, Hunter Valley Gardens
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HUNTER VALLEY

The real beauty of the Hunter Valley is that
despite being one of Australia’s most sophisticated weekend getaways it still retains its
unpretentious country charm.
Whether you’re being pampered in one
of the day spas or teeing off from a
championship 18-hole golf course, you’ll
enjoy a warm, genuine country welcome.

Fine food and wine
The Hunter valley is famous for its outstanding
semillion and shiraz. Don’t miss tasting these,
and other varieties, at the many cellar doors
dotted throughout the wine areas of the
region. Pokolbin and Rothbury, Mount View and
Wollombi, Broke and Lovedale; all have their
own unique character and charm. Explore these,
in a chauffeured car or a horse drawn cart.
Indulge your sense of taste with a tempting array
of cheeses, smokehouse goods, chocolates,
fudge and coffee, olives and olive oil. You can
try the locally farmed ﬁsh, the signature spicy
grape sauce and, naturally, grapes fresh from
the vine.
Why not educate your palate by signing up for
a gourmet cooking class or a wine appreciation
seminar? There’s even a coffee-making course
for budding baristas. Classes are held throughout the year across the Hunter Valley.

National parks
Hunter Valley spoils nature lovers for choice with

its national parks: the subtropical rainforests of
the Barrington Tops National Park have a World
Heritage-listing; at Wollemi National Park you
can explore deep river gorges, and at Yengo
National Park you can discover traces of the
area’s indigenous and colonial presence, including a 70 km section of the convict-built Old
Great North Road. Watagan Mountains National
Park and State Forest areas offer views across
the Hunter and are renowned for the beauty of
their picnic spots. Also worth a visit is Lake St
Clair, which covers 15 sq km, and was created
by the Glennies Creek Dam. A popular spot for
picnics, swimming and boating, the lake is well
stocked with perch, catﬁsh and bass.

Heritage towns
Notable among the Hunter Valley’s historic
towns are the thriving centres of Wollombi,
Maitland and Morpeth. Discover Wollombi’s
convict-built guest houses and bridges. For a
glimpse into the area’s colonial past, take a
tour of the notorious Maitland Gaol. Nearby,
National Trust-classiﬁed Morpeth is home to
galleries, antique stores, cafés and restaurants.
Delight in the town’s heritage lolly and tea
shops, the ginger beer factory and the Morpeth
bakery. The area’s elaborate display gardens are
also worth visiting.
While in Singleton visit Mercy Convent’s ‘Sacred
Spaces’, a 19th century architectural jewel, set
in spacious gardens, with covered walkways,
delicate lattices and stained-glass windows.

Hunter Valley Gardens
Four years in the making and one of the area’s renowned attractions,
Hunter Valley Gardens is a tribute to the great gardens of the world.
FOOD AND WINE FACTS

Postcard gardens

Taste the Hunter Valley’s signature
wines on their home turf. Discover
why Australia’s most respected wine
writer, critic and judge, James Halliday,
has called the fresh, crisp Hunter
Semillon ‘a true national treasure,
with no equivalent anywhere’, while
Jancis Robinson, the British journalist
and international wine expert called
it ‘Australia’s unique gift to the world’.
Savour what is probably Australia’s
most famous red wine, the Hunter
Valley Shiraz – a peppery, berryﬂavoured drop that matures to a soft,
earthy red.

Located at the foot of the Brokenback Ranges
at Pokolbin, Hunter Valley Gardens features
12 separate gardens over 25 hectares. There’s
also accommodation, a gift shop, a restaurant,
a conference centre and a chapel.

Meet the wine bluebloods – renowned
dynasties who have been creating
quality wines for generations.
McGuigan, Tyrrell, Tulloch and Drayton
are just some of the names to know.
Meet celebrity winemakers of the
future – the Hunter remains a proving
ground for wine ‘young guns’ such as
Jane Turner (Bimbadgen Estate), Scott
Stevens (Tower Estate), Usher Tinkler
(Pooles Rock Wines) and Michael
De Iuliis (De Iuliis Wines).
Learn at a food and wine-matching
course why semillon goes well with
seafood and why shiraz works with
barbecued beef or kangaroo.
For more information, contact
Hunter Valley Wine Country,
telephone: (02) 4990 0900; or
Singleton, telephone: (02) 6571 5888;
Maitland, telephone: (02) 4931 2800;
web: www.huntertourism.com

Each garden evokes a different mood. The
serene Oriental Garden, a tribute to Marco
Polo, the celebrated 13th-century Venetian
explorer of the Orient, is inspired by Japanese
and Korean gardens. Featuring lantern towers,
curved bridges and a Japanese pagoda, it
also contains the largest planting of Korean
zoysia grass in the Southern Hemisphere.
To enter the Indian Mosaic Tea Garden, you’ll
walk through antique Indian elephant gates
to ﬁnd yourself transported to another world.
Sit in the 180-year-old Indian teahouse and
soak up the seductive scent of ornamental
curry plants.
Kids will love the fairytale characters in
the Storybook Garden, while rose fanciers
will be enchanted by the 8,000 roses on
display in the Rose Garden. Nicknamed
the Grandmother’s Garden, the garden
also features bronze statues of the
owner Mrs Imelda Roche and her three
eldest grandchildren.

gold of 30,000 spring daffodils to the ﬂaming
colours of autumn foliage.
Hunter Valley Gardens also gives you a rare
chance to view one of the greatest botanical
discoveries of the millennium – the prehistoric
Wollemi pine, which has survived more than
17 ice ages. Three specimens are on display in
the Hunter Valley Gardens.
For more information contact Hunter Valley
Gardens, telephone: (02) 4998 4000; or visit
our website: www.hvg.com.au

Other gardens include the Italian Grotto
and the Chinese Moongate Garden, all connected by 8 km of paths. Every season offers
a change of mood with different coloured
blooms and fragrances from the blazing

HUNTER VALLEY
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Golf in the
Hunter
If you’re keen to perfect your golf
swing, visit the Hunter Valley and tee
off in style.
The Hunter has a number of premier
championship golf courses with
panoramic views over the Valley’s
vineyards and surrounding mountains.
Test your skills on the 18-hole
golf course at The Vintage Resort,
Rothbury, designed by Greg Norman,
or visit the newly revamped Hunter
Valley Golf and Country Club,
Pokolbin. There are wide fairways
for beginners as well as lakes and
undulating greens to test the more
experienced player. Skilled professionals are on hand to help you
improve your swing, while the nearby
day spas offer a welcome opportunity
to unwind.
Add luxurious course-side accommodation, and you have the perfect
golf getaway.
For more time on the greens, play
Cypress Lakes at Pokolbin, an 18-hole,
par 72 Championship course that is
ranked among the top resort courses
in Australia.

top l – r: The Vintage Resort Golf Course; Feast of
the Olive in September
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Hunter Valley Events
The Hunter Valley is alive with great events year-round.

March

July–September

Lake St Clair near Singleton hosts Waterfest,
a biannual festival that celebrates all things
aquatic, including wakeboarding, barefoot
waterskiing and dragon-boat racing.
web: www.singletontourism.com.au

Festival of the Flowers, Hunter Valley Gardens.
See the Gardens aglow with 250,000 annuals
and 30,000 bulbs. web: www.hvg.com.au

April
Hunter Valley Steamfest, Maitland. Australia’s
premier festival of steam, where you can take
your pick of steam and vintage diesel-train
excursions, including the Great Train Race.
web: www.steamfest.com.au

September
Feast of the Olive. At this annual celebration
of all things olive you can follow the Olive
Trail through the Pokolbin wine district and
participate in olive-oil master classes.
web: www.hunterolives.asn.au

Bimbadgen Blues. Two stages and six hours of
non-stop music provided by the best blues and
Hunter Semillon and Seafood Festival, Tyrrell’s roots musicans in Australia. Enjoy a day of ﬁne
entertainment, great food and wine amongst
Winery. Discover why the Hunter’s exquisite
semillons are a perfect match for fresh seafood. the vines in the beautiful surroundings of
Bimbagen Estate.
There are also cooking demonstrations by
celebrity chefs, exhibitions, and entertainment.
October
web: www.huntersemillonandseafood.com.au
Jazz in the Vines, Tyrrell’s Vineyard. The biggest
event in Hunter Valley Wine Country. Funky
May
Treasures of the Orient, Hunter Valley Gardens. jazz in a relaxed picnic-style atmosphere
Explore everything Asian, from bonsai, origami accompanied by fantastic food from many of
the area’s restaurants and wines from many
and lotus-lantern making, to tea ceremonies
and Asian-cooking demonstrations. See kimono of the ﬁnest Hunter Valley wineries.
web: www.jazzinthevines.com.au
displays, martial arts and music performances.
web: www.hvg.com.au
The Hunter has celebrated The Lovedale Long
Lunch for 12 years – a lunch that lasts an
entire weekend. Sample the best of the Hunter
as you wine and dine your way around seven
participating wineries – enjoy wines from the
Lovedale area, gourmet food, fabulous music
and art. web: www.lovedalelonglunch.com.au

For further information on Hunter Valley
events contact, Hunter Tourism, telephone:
(02) 4990 0900; web: www.huntertourism.com

Hunter Valley

Accommodation

HHHHI

Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley
Surrounded by picturesque vineyards and
situated on an 18-hole resort golf course, the
new Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley is the perfect
place to escape everyday stress for a reviving
weekend or a family holiday.
The facilities offer something for everyone, with
150 deluxe king or twin rooms, including 12
suites, 72 2-bedroom villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars,
Tea Tree Spa, complimentary Water Dragons

Club, heated swimming pool and spa,
gymnasium, 4 tennis courts and a basketball
court. Deluxe hotel rooms feature either a
balcony or courtyard with garden, pool or golf
course views, climate-controlled air-conditioning,
king-sized beds and luxurious bathrooms. In
addition, 2-bedroom villas offer a separate
lounge and dining room, two bathrooms, kitchen
facilities, and dual balconies with golf, lake and

bushland views. Enjoy the uniqueness of one of
Australia´s most famous wine regions while
experiencing the comfort and service that only
an international brand can offer.

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Attraction / Activities

Accommodation

HHHHI

430 Wine Country Drive, Lovedale
Telephone (02) 4991 0900
www.crowneplaza.com.au
Rates: From $180 per room per night*

Accommodation

HHHH

Balloon Aloft Hunter Valley

Grand Mercure Apartments

Fly with Australia´s most experienced balloon
operator and experience the romance of a hot-air
balloon flight over the Hunter Valley, followed by
a champagne celebration. We offer daily sunrise
flights, weather permitting.

Overlooking the spectacular Greg Normandesigned championship golf course, these
apartments offer LCD televisions, ensuites, offstreet parking, private balconies with BBQs,
resort pool with spa and access to tennis courts.

In the heart of the vineyards, Harrigan’s offers
4-star accommodation with a unique style.
Spectacular gardens, vineyards and mountains
surround 48 beautifully appointed guest rooms
and suites, each with balcony or courtyard.

1443 Wine Country Drive, North Rothbury
Telephone 1800 028 568
www.balloonaloft.com

Vintage Drive - The Vintage, Rothbury
Telephone (02) 4998 2222
www.accorhotels.com.au

Broke Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4998 4000
www.harrigans.com.au

Rates: From Adult $295, Child $180**

Rates: From $259 per room per night*

Rates: From $175 per room per night*

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Accommodation

Hunter Resort

HHHHI

Attraction / Activities

Harrigan’s Irish Pub

Accommodation

HHHHI

Maitland Gaol

Peppers Convent

Nestled within its own 38-year-old vineyards,
including wine-tasting cellars, winery tours,
Bluetongue Brewery & Café, Hunter Valley Wine
& Cooking School, Heavenly Hunter Massage
Centre, horse-riding and San Martino Restaurant.

A look at life on the inside. Maitland Gaol has a
150-year history, housing Australia´s most
hardened and notorious criminals. Visitors have
the opportunity to take self-guided and themeguided or torchlight tours. Now open 7 days.

Set among beautiful gardens and vineyards,
Peppers Convent offers luxurious and private
accommodation and the ideal getaway for those
who want to indulge themselves. Located next to
Robert´s Restaurant & Pepper Tree Wines.

Hermitage Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4998 7777
www.huntervalley.com.au

6-18 John Street, East Maitland
Telephone (02) 4936 6482
www.maitlandgaol.com.au

Halls Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4993 8999
www.peppers.com.au

Rates: From $190 per room per night*

Rates: From Adult $12, Child $10*

Rates: From $315 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
HUNTER VALLEY
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Hunter Valley

Accommodation

Hunter Valley Wine Country Tourism
The Hunter Valley has come a long way. Once a
place for a quiet weekend of sniffing, swirling and
sipping local wines, it´s now Australia´s most
popular wine region. The beauty of the
countryside, with its rolling hills and vast open
paddocks. Excellent restaurants. Fine golf courses.
Sunrise hot-air balloon flights. The best
accommodation and more than 120 wineries and
cellar doors.

There’s plenty to see and do. That´s what makes
Hunter Valley Wine Country special - every week
and every month of the year.

with your booking. Visit our new website for
information on accommodation, tours,
attractions, events and wineries.

For places to stay, take your pick from glamorous
resorts and chic hotels, luxuriously appointed
vineyard cottages, welcoming guest houses and
unpretentious B&Bs. Contact our Visitor
Information Centre and let our staff assist you

455 Wine Country Drive, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4990 0900
www.winecountry.com.au

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Accommodation

HHHHI

Pepper Guest House

Accommodation

HHHHI

Tallawanta Lodge

Rates: From Adult $125 (Sun-Thurs) *

Accommodation

HHHHI

The Sebel Kirkton Park

Nestled in the heart of Hunter Valley Wine
Country, Peppers Guest House offers a stylish
accommodation base for exploring the region.
Indulge at Chez Pok restaurant, receive a
massage at Endota Spa or unwind at the bar.

Winner of Best Deluxe Accommodation in NSW
for 3 years straight, this stunning hotel is
surrounded by beautiful gardens and the best
wineries in Pokolbin. Located next to Hunter
Valley Gardens.

Set on 40 acres, The Sebel is ideal for a short
break or a romantic escape. Enjoy charming
rooms and suites that overlook beautiful gardens
and the Pokolbin countryside. Savour awardwinning cuisine at Infuzion Restaurant.

Ekerts Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4993 8999
www.peppers.com.au

Broke Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4998 4000
www.tallawantalodge.com.au

336 Oakey Creek Road, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4998 7680
www.mirvachotels.com

Rates: From $265 per room per night*

Rates: From $235 per room per night*

Rates: From $165 per room per night*

Hunter Valley

Accommodation

Hunter Valley

Hunter Valley

Tonic Hotel

HHHHH

Accommodation

Tranquil Vale Vineyard

HHHH

Accommodation

Tuscany Wine Estate Resort

HHHH

Tonic is opulent minimalism. Small, private and
modern. Just 8 secluded king suites with stunning
views and every luxury: crisp, white linen, groovy
furniture, latest gadgets and pool. Non-invasive
service with no formal check-in and check-out.

Spacious, elegant self-contained cottages with
magnificent views of vineyard and Hunter River
valley. Each with 2 double bedrooms, air-con,
open log fire and huge verandahs. Resort-style
facilities plus wine tasting and sales.

Set among the vines in the foothills of the
Brokenback Ranges, with 80-seat restaurant,
unique BBQ, tapas bar, cheese factory and
superb views. 2007 Deluxe Accommodation
Hunter Regional Tourism Award.

251 Talga Road, Lovedale
Telephone (02) 4930 9999
www.tonichotel.com.au

325 Pywells Road, Luskintyre, Hunter Valley
Telephone (02) 4930 6100
www.tranquilvale.com.au

Cnr Hermitage Road & Mistletoe Lane, Pokolbin
Telephone (02) 4998 7288
www.tuscanywineestate.com.au

Rates: From $320 per room per night*

Rates: From $150 per room per night*

Rates: From $155 to $350* per night (conditions apply)

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

16

HUNTER VALLEY

Can your car keep up with your weekends?
One day you’re driving comfortably to work, the next you’re paddling

It’s loaded with road-holding ability, thanks to the perfectly balanced

the rapids or riding a chairlift to the summit. An action-packed lifestyle

combination of a Subaru Boxer engine, symmetrical drive train and

needs a car with a personality just as diverse. It needs the perfect go-

superior All-Wheel Drive system. Together with a five-star occupant

anywhere, handle anything machine; the Subaru Forester XS.

safety rating, you’ll be filled with the confidence to explore any road,

Inside, it’s luxurious and practical. You’ll drive to work nestled in a
climate-controlled, ergonomically designed interior that comes in
a choice of beige or black, as well as leather or cloth.
Then Friday afternoon arrives and the versatile Forester really shines.

It’s packed with 121kW of power under the bonnet to get you far, far
away from the city.

no matter how tricky the terrain.
In fact, the only thing left to pack is the spacious rear storage area,
ready for whatever you need to turn an ordinary weekend into an
extraordinary one.
To find out more, visit your Subaru Dealer or www.subaru.com.au
and find out why the Subaru Forester is the new SUV.

Proud Supporter of
Regional Tourism in NSW
Roof racks shown on the Forester are an optional
accessory available at additional cost.

Barrington Tops
Explore the lush rainforests and ancient beech forests of the World Heritagelisted Barrington Tops, one of the State’s premier wilderness destinations.
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MUST SEE AND DO
Try cattle mustering on horseback,
with stockmen as your guides, in the
northern Barrington foothills.
Discover the boutique wineries on the
Gresford Wine Trail.
Picnic with llamas at a lavender and
llama farm.
Follow the Farm Gate Trail and sample
handmade goat’s cheese, perch, herbs,
alpaca meat and wine.
Take in the views at Devils Hole, the
best lookout in the Barrington Tops
National Park.

top l – r: Thunderbolts Lookout, Barrington
Tops National Park, Hamilton Lund; Wildﬂowers,
Hamilton Lund; Waterfalls, Barrington Tops
National Park, Geoff Higgins; Thunderbolts
Lookout, Hamilton Lund
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Natural wonders
Barrington Tops is a 25 km long plateau, set
among a series of extinct volcanoes and
surrounded by more than 20 valleys. Covering
1,200 sq km of unspoilt wilderness, the
Barrington Tops National Park ranges from
subtropical rainforest to subalpine snowgums
that are thousands of years old. With its pristine
rivers and historic country villages, Barrington
Tops is the ultimate retreat for nature lovers.

Barrington Tops National Park
This World Heritage-listed area of lush valleys,
high plains and extinct volcanic peaks offers
a wonderful choice for bushwalkers. Wander
through forests of subtly striped snowgums
or discover the complex ecosystem of the
subtropical rainforest, where the native ﬂora
includes delicate orchids, ﬂeshy elkhorns and
staghorns, and gigantic bird’s nest ferns.
Amid the leaf litter, caves and rock pinnacles,
you may be lucky enough to see scrub turkeys
and lyrebirds, satin bowerbirds, wallabies and
pademelons; and, on a night tour, koalas and
quolls. Sharp-eyed visitors may even catch a
rare glimpse of a platypus in a mountain creek.
In the woodlands and the moss swamps, the
ground is dotted with bluebells, paper daisies
and delicate rice ﬂowers.

accommodation can choose from B&Bs, rustic
farm stays and luxury retreats.

Historic towns
Many of the towns in the area were settled
in the early 19th century, and can trace their
origins to the timber industry, gold prospecting
and even ship-building. While you’re exploring,
why not sample the local specialties? Wander
through an Aboriginal bush-tucker garden in
Gloucester or enjoy the cuisine of talented
local chefs at alfresco cafés in Barrington,
Dungog, Gresford and Gloucester.

Gloucester and Dungog
The towns of Gloucester and Dungog offer a
window onto the colourful history of
Barrington Tops. Take a stroll along Dungog’s
wide country streets and admire the heritage
architecture of the houses, with their wrought
iron balconies and elegant lines. While at
Gloucester, a gold-rush boomtown, you
can visit Hebblewhite’s Bakery and Garner’s
General Store, in business for more than 130
years and still owned by the same families.
Dungog started life as a military post during
the campaign to rid the area of bushrangers
such as the notorious Captain Thunderbolt.
Browse through the galleries, relax in a café, or
catch a ﬁlm at the town’s original picture
theatre where screenings are held every weekend.

Wilderness lodgings
Even when you’re in the middle of the wilderIt’s not just the towns that reﬂect the local
ness, you needn’t leave creature comforts
behind – while there are many well-maintained history. Take the link road between Gloucester
and Dungog that winds through the Dungog
campsites, those who prefer conventional

State Forest and you’ll come across the
Monkerai Bridge. It’s the second-oldest timber
truss bridge in NSW, a reminder of a time when
more than 350 hardwood bridges provided
passage over fords, rivers and gullies.

of the 70 mines here. Most of the remnants
of the town have been covered by vegetation,
leaving only the historic cemetery and the
Mountain Maid Mine, where guides will take
you deep into the hillside.

tranquil pool or, if you feel like something more
adventurous, head for Dungog or Gloucester
where you can sign up for a whitewater rafting
expedition, as well as skydiving, 4WD touring
and mountain-bike riding.

Copeland
The smaller settlements of Paterson, Barrington,
Clarence Town, Gresford, Vacy and Stroud are
just as interesting, but none is more atmospheric
than Copeland, 15 minutes west of Gloucester.
Copeland was once a thriving goldﬁeld town
– more than $300 million of gold was dug out

Wet and wild
Barrington Tops is known for the Manning,
Barrington, Williams and Allyn rivers, which all
rank highly in an area renowned for its natural
treasures. Melted snow trickles from the high
peaks into wild rivers, becoming plunging waterfalls in fern-lined gorges. You can picnic by a

For more information, contact
Gloucester Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: (02) 6558 1408, and Dungog Visitor
Information Centre, telephone: (02) 4992 2212,
web: www.barringtontopstourism.com.au

Barrington Tops

Accommodation

Hookes Creek Forest Retreat

HHHHI

Beneath the World Heritage-listed Barrington
Tops you’ll find 10 luxury cedar cottages, all with
open fires and spa baths, horse-riding,
bushwalking and bird-watching plus first class
service and friendly country hospitality.
Advanced Eco Tourism Accredited.
384 Jems Creek Road, Cobark
Telephone (02) 6558 5544
www.hookescreek.com.au
Rates: From $140 per couple per night*

Barrington Tops

Attraction / Activities

Barrington Tops

Accommodation

HHHHI

Barrington Visitor Information Centres

Riverwood Downs
Mountain Valley Resort

For accommodation bookings and information
about tours and attractions in the World
Heritage-listed Barrington Tops National Park.
Open 7 days, the centres stock a large range of
locally produced arts and crafts.

5 times winner of Tourism NSW Consumer
Choice Award. Situated 2½ hours north of
Sydney, Riverwood Downs is a magnificent resort
in the foothills of Barrington Tops World
Heritage Wilderness. Pets welcome.

Dungog Visitor Information Centre, Gloucester
Visitor Information Centre
Telephone 1300 130 647
www.barringtontopstourism.com.au

311 Upper Monkerai Road, Monkerai Valley
Telephone 1800 809 772
www.riverwooddowns.com.au
Rates: From $90 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
BARRINGTON TOPS
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Mid North Coast of NSW
Whether you like camping in a World Heritage wilderness or hitting the surf,
there’s no better place to explore than the Mid North Coast.
 AP R

Outdoor fun and great food
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Sensational seafood, pristine beaches and lots
of fun activities for the whole family make
the Mid North Coast the ultimate seaside
holiday. Go whitewater rafting in New England
National Park or horse riding in the Nambucca
and Manning valleys. Nature lovers will enjoy
discovering the bays and tidal lakes of the
Great Lakes area or visiting a wildlife park, such
as Port Macquarie’s Macquarie Nature Reserve.
Golfers will want to tee off at the Bonville
International Golf Resort near Coffs Harbour or
the beachfront course at Crescent Head. And
for surfers, the area has some of the country’s
best surf breaks – just ask anyone who’s caught
a wave at Crescent Head or Saltwater.
After a day of outdoor activities, relax and
enjoy fresh seafood, organic produce and the
area’s award-winning wines at ﬁne-dining
hotspots, such as Sawtell, Bellingen, Port
Macquarie, and Port Stephens waterfront.

Go exploring
The hinterland of the Mid North Coast offers
a multitude of natural wonders. Discover deep
river valleys formed by the mighty Manning,
Hastings, Macleay, Nambucca and Bellinger
rivers. Explore the exquisite Myall Lakes – a
wetlands of international signiﬁcance. Admire
the natural beauty and the spectacular views of
the valley from Bucketts Way or Thunderbolts
Way, or travel Waterfall Way as it snakes
through a temperate rainforest.
Once inland, you’ll stumble upon living history.
The area’s townships are a delight to explore,
whether they are Heritage-listed towns such
as Stroud or Wingham, hubs of indigenous and
colonial culture like Bowraville and Bellbrook,
or peaceful settlements in the Coffs Harbour
hinterland such as Nana Glen, or Karuah, where
the river feeds Port Stephens. Stay at a luxury
B&B or set up camp by a babbling rainforest
brook or a remote lake.
Telephone: 1300 666 205,
web: www.midnorthcoastnsw.com.au
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MID NORTH COAST OF NSW

top l – r: Exploring the Manning River by canoe, Manning
Valley; Stockton Sand Dunes – Desert wilderness by the
sea, Port Stephens; North Coast surfer – a break for everyone
middle l – r: Trial Bay Gaol – beachfront colonial heritage,
Macleay Valley Coast; Bruxner Park Flora Reserve – feel
the rainforest, Coffs Coast; Tomaree Lookout – from
the mountains to the sea, Port Stephens
bottom l – r: Discovering Myall Lakes National Park,
Great Lakes; Relax at a Bellingen café, The Bellinger;
North Coast Winery – taste the fruits of their labour,
Greater Port Macquarie

MID NORTH COAST OF NSW
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Port Stephens
Just a few hours north of Sydney, Port Stephens’ beautiful bay, unspoilt
beaches and national parks offer lots of opportunities for holiday adventures.

Fun on the water
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MUST SEE AND DO
Try a new way to get wet – book some
surﬁng lessons or a sea-kayaking tour,
or try a ride on a jet boat or jet ski.
Walk up Tomaree Headland to enjoy
striking views of Nelson Bay and the
offshore islands.
Discover the underwater world of Fly
Point Marine Park, with its sea caves,
walls, sponge gardens and shipwrecks.
Visit the koala colony at the
picturesque Tilligerry Peninsula, halfhour west of Nelson Bay.
Play a round of golf at one of the
area’s many 18-hole golf courses.

top l – r: Parasailing over Shoal Bay; Fingal
Bay, Hamilton Lund; Surﬁng at Zenith Beach;
Nelsons Bay, Hamilton Lund
bottom right: Marina at Soldiers Point
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With 26 sandy golden beaches, a bay that’s
two and a half times the size of Sydney
Harbour and many beautiful inlets, Port
Stephens is the perfect place to laze away a
holiday. There is also plenty to keep you busy,
from water sports and horse riding to scenic
drives and ﬁne dining.
There are plenty of ways to explore the
delights of Port Stephens –try parasailing,
jet skiing, surﬁng, or snorkelling on our
magniﬁcent waterway.

Scuba diving
The diversity of Port Stephens’ marine life
makes it a great place to try scuba diving for
the ﬁrst time. But be warned – it could be the
start of a lifelong addiction. You’ll be enchanted by the magniﬁcent underwater world of
ﬁsh and colourful corals that lie beneath the
bay’s tranquil surface. Famed sites such as the
aquatic reserves at Fly Point and Halifax Park
are easily accessed from land.
If you feel like venturing further aﬁeld, there’s
a variety of diving cruises that explore the
underwater sponge gardens, wrecks, and
chasms at spectacular dive sites such as the
famous Looking Glass.

Sea kayaking with dolphins
At Nelson Bay or Soldiers Point, take a tour with
a difference – kayaking with dolphins. There are
tours for beginners and for more able paddlers.
You can camp overnight or take a romantic
sunset tour, sipping champagne. With experi-

enced guides on hand, even novices will soon
ﬁnd their paddling rhythm and throw themselves
into the adventure of exploring Nelson Bay.

Whale watching
From late May to early November, the seas
off Port Stephens are host to the magniﬁcent
acrobatic displays of migrating humpback
whales, some weighing up to 48 tonnes.
Watching these magniﬁcent mammals propel
themselves skyward before crashing back into
the ocean is an unforgettable experience.
Whale-watching cruises departing from Nelson
Bay provide a ringside seat, but the shoreline
around Fingal Bay and Anna Bay, just south of
Nelson Bay, are also great viewing spots.
Beachcombing
With so many beautiful beaches in the area,
it’s hard to know where to start. Of the dozen
within 10 minutes’ drive of Nelson Bay, One
Mile, Birubi and Stockton beaches are all good
for swimmers, while Nelson Bay and Boat
Harbour beaches are perfect for young families.
Surfers will ﬁnd good waves at One Mile, Birubi,
Stockton, Kingsley and Samurai, while ﬁrsttimers can pick up some tips at the surf school
at Anna Bay.
If you prefer more secluded beaches, try Zenith,
Wreck or Box beaches. Surrounded by bush and
with uninterrupted views to the horizon, you’ll
feel as if you’re miles away from civilisation.
Clothing is optional at Samurai Beach, while
the long curving beach at Shoal Bay is a
perennial favourite with holidaymakers.

Dolphins
Port Stephens is rightly regarded as the dolphin
capital of Australia. With 160 bottlenose dolphins
calling Port Stephens home, it’s no wonder
they’re sighted so often. Board one of the many
cruises departing from Nelson Bay and you’ll do
much more than just spot dolphins – listen to
them on the hydrophone, watch them on the
underwater video or get down to dolphin-level
with an exhilarating ride in the boat’s boom-net.
Fishing
Join the locals and try your luck at catching
your own dinner. Choose from beach ﬁshing,
game ﬁshing, charter trips to the reefs and
islands, or just throw a line off one of the jetties
or rock walls. The coast off Port Stephens is
now part of the Port Stephens – Great Lakes
Marine Park, with a huge diversity of marine
life including dolphins, turtles and ﬁsh. While
you’re in Port Stephens, you’ll soon learn that
life is meant to be simple but enormous fun.

Coastal desert wilderness
Port Stephens is home to a unique playground:
the coastal desert wilderness of Stockton Sand
Dunes is ideal for exploring by four-wheel-drive,
whether it’s your own or on a tour. There are
regular departures into this eerie wonder on
a variety of four- and six-wheel-drive vehicles
from Anna Bay and Williamtown. Or you can
join a tag-along tour to master 4WD techniques.
There’s also the option of quad biking down
30-metre dunes and even sand boarding. Tour
bookings and information are available from
the Visitor Centre in Nelson Bay.

Horse riding
A horse-riding adventure is a fun way to get
around. Whether you’re cantering through the
bush or galloping through the surf, it’s a unique
way to experience the local landscape. Tours
depart from Anna Bay, Williamtown and Salt
Ash, 20 minutes from Nelson Bay.
Meals with a view
Port Stephens has delicious freshly caught
seafood, but the rich local soils also produce
macadamias and healthy grape vines. With
superb local ingredients, not to mention the
picturesque surroundings, is it any wonder that

Fun on land
There are many different ways to explore the
area around Port Stephens. Historic Raymond
Terrace, 23 km north of Newcastle on the
Paciﬁc Highway, is a great base for exploring
this beautiful region. Tomaree National Park, a
20 km strip of coastline between Anna Bay and
Shoal Bay, offers a range of bushwalking trails
as well as stunning views from the lookout at
Tomaree Headland. During spring, wild ﬂowers
burst into bloom, carpeting the area with a
colourful display.

PORT STEPHENS
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Port Stephens continued…

so many award-winning chefs have chosen to
call Port Stephens home?
The area’s main dining precincts are all located
conveniently close together. Cruise from
Corlette through Nelson Bay to Shoal Bay and
check out the best of the restaurants as you
go. Within view of the elegant boats rocking
gently in the marina, Nelson Bay is the place
for sophisticated dining, while Shoal Bay offers
a more laid-back atmosphere, and Soldiers
Point, 9 km west of Corlette, is a great vantage
point for enjoying spectacular sunset meals.
There’s a great range of cuisines available too –
choose from Indian, Thai, Chinese, Italian,
Spanish, Mexican and Malaysian.

The good drop
Of course, the best way to enjoy a good meal
is with ﬁne wine, and here too you’ll be spoilt
for choice with many locally produced wines.
At Port Stephens you can buy a wide variety
of independent boutique wines, some of which
are produced by the area’s own quality wineries.
Head out to the suburb of Bobs Farm, 15
minutes from Nelson Bay, to taste the best
local wines at Port Stephens Winery, or
Wonganella Wines, where you can also enjoy a
delicious meal at the adjoining restaurants. Or
try the vintages at Divers Luck Boutique Family
Vineyard and Winery.
top l – r: Tomaree National Park, Hamilton
Lund; Whale ahoy – humpback breeching off
Port Stephens
bottom: Fishing off jetty, Port Stephens
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Look and Book
It’s easier than ever to book your accommodation at Port Stephens with the innovative
booking-engine enabled website. Simply go to
www.portstephens.org.au to get all the
information you need on the area, view
available places to stay and easily make make
any bookings online, including your dolphin
watching tours or that quad bike ride.
For more information, contact the
Port Stephens Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: 1800 808 900.
web: www.portstephens.org.au

EVENTS
March: Jazz at the Winery. Take a picnic
to Bobs Farm to enjoy some jazz.
April: Trailerboat Sportﬁshing
Tournament, Nelson Bay. Watch the
experts battle the big ﬁsh.
June: Festival of the Whales, Port
Stephens. Celebrate the whalewatching season.
November: Tastes of the Bay Food and
Wine Festival, Nelson Bay foreshore.
Sample the best of the local wineries
and restaurants.

Port Stephens

Accommodation

HHHH

Peppers Anchorage Port Stephens
On the shores of beautiful Port Stephens,
Peppers Anchorage is only two and a half hours’
drive from Sydney.
All 80 rooms and suites have private balconies,
and most have views of the sea and the retreat´s
own 90-berth marina. We offer an extensive
range of recreational facilities as well as massage
and beauty treatments.

The food and wine experience is exceptional.
Merretts Restaurant delights in taking advantage
of the freshest local seafood along with other
produce from the Hunter region.

The Hunter Valley is nearby, so it’s easy to
organise winery tours. Port Stephens itself is
renowned for its beauty and is a great place to
visit any time of year.

Of course, nautical pursuits abound. Staff are
happy to help with boat hire and fishing
information, and dolphin- and whale-watching
are popular pastimes.

Corlette Point Road, Corlette
Telephone (02) 4984 2555
www.peppers.com.au

Port Stephens

Accommodation

HHHI

Salamander Shores
‘The Big Country Hotel on the Water!´
Salamander Shores is set on 3 acres of
manicured gardens with sensational views of the
Port Stephens waterways. We offer 90 rooms
and suites to cater for a full range of budgets and
tastes.
With onsite restaurants, sports bar, cocktail
lounge, tour desk, alfresco dining, boat ramp,
jetty, all only 10 minutes from Nelson Bay, you

can do as little or as much as you like to enjoy all
that Port Stephens has to offer. For a conference,
sales-team building, product launch, wedding or
function, book one of our 4 well appointed
conference rooms. Transport is easy - 20 minutes
from Newcastle Airport and only 2½ hours’ drive
from Sydney. Daily transfers available with Port
Stephens Coaches or self-drive. Check our
website for more details on Port Stephens

activities and package options. We look forward
to welcoming you to our special part of the
world soon. The only thing overlooked is...the
water!
147 Soldiers Point Road, Soldiers Point
Telephone (02) 4982 7210
www.salamandershores.com
Rates: From $119 per room per night*

Port Stephens

Accommodation

HHHHI

One Mile Beach Holiday Park
Enjoy a traditional Aussie beach holiday right on
Port Stephens´s most popular, patrolled, kidfriendly, surfing, fishing and swimming beach.
Holiday with koalas in our beautifully maintained
award-winning setting, surrounded by
spectacular national park. All ages enjoy our
resort-style pool and heated spa, tennis court,
putt-putt golf, games room, entertainment
centre with nightly movies. Learn to surf at our

surf school. Enjoy our great value, family fun and
indulgence packages during the off-peak times of
the year and kids´ club activities in the school
holiday periods. Cabin rates suit all price ranges,
with family configurations from the basic bed for
a night, to luxurious beach houses that feature
state-of-the-art electronics and a free broadband
internet connection. Wireless internet is available
at a reasonable cost for the whole park and free

Foxtel access is available on most caravan and
ensuite sites. Book direct on our website now at
www.onemilebeach.com for your next holiday!

426 Gan Gan Road, One Mile Beach
Telephone (02) 4982 1112
www.onemilebeach.com
Rates: From Adult $68, Child $18-20*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
PORT STEPHENS

25

Great Lakes and Manning Valley
With tranquil lakes, uncrowded beaches and lush hinterland, the Great Lakes
and Manning Valley are full of unspoilt natural scenery.

From the forest to the sea
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MUST SEE AND DO
Visit Ellenborough Falls, an hour’s
drive north of Taree, to see Australia’s
tallest single-drop waterfall.
Hire a sailboat or canoe and
explore the area’s lakes – Myall,
Smiths or Wallis.
Visit Crowdy Bay National Park
and take in the spectacular 360º
views from the nearby Crowdy
Head Lighthouse.
Swim with the dolphins off Forster.

top l – r: Sugarloaf Point Lighthouse at Seal
Rocks; View of Sugarloaf Point; Ellenborough
Falls; Twin-towns, Forster-Tuncurry
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GREAT LAKES AND MANNING VALLEY

With 145 km of coastline stretching from Tea
Gardens to Crowdy Head, the Great Lakes and
Manning Valley area offers pristine waterways,
subtropical rainforests, national parks and
nature reserves. A few hours’ drive north from
Sydney, you’ll ﬁnd beaches, bays and tidal
lakes perfect for surﬁng, swimming, kayaking,
boating and ﬁshing, while the Manning Valley’s
historic townships provide year-round interest.

Seal Rocks got its name from the Australian
fur seals’ favourite sunning spot, which is on
the rugged rocks just across the water from
Sugarloaf Point Lighthouse, a short walk from
the town and past a spectacular blowhole.

An hour’s drive south of Forster, the pretty twin
towns of Tea Gardens and Hawks Nest face
each other across the mouth of the Myall River.
The towns are a perfect base for exploring
the Myall Lakes National Park – 245 sq km
Taree’s surﬁng-beach town, Old Bar, saw Charles of coastal lagoons, wild forest, swamps and
Kingsford-Smith make his pioneering ﬂights
a natural lakes system that is the largest and
from its airstrip. Hallidays Point, 20 minutes
most complex in Australia. It’s a nature-lover’s
north of Forster, is a village on an immaculate
paradise, where you can bushwalk on wellstretch of coast with an oceanfront walk
marked trails that include protected Aboriginal
through a rainforest. Harrington, just east of
sites. You can also sail, swim and kayak on the
Taree, where the Manning meets the ocean,
lakes. Nearby is the famed ﬁshing spot, Jimmys
was named by explorer John Oxley in 1818.
Beach. If you’re feeling energetic, the one-hour
walk south to Yacaaba Headland, via Bennetts
Holiday havens
Beach, offers unbeatable views. But for truly
The hardest decision you’ll have to make on
dramatic vistas, set up your tent on the
your Great Lakes and Manning Valley holiday
is where to stay. While Forster-Tuncurry, actually 100-metre high cliffs at Diamond Head in
Crowdy Bay National Park, about an hour’s
two towns linked by a bridge across Wallis
Lake, is always popular, the many tranquil town- drive north-east of Taree.
ships scattered throughout the area all have
Exploring the hinterland
their own unique charm.
Bulahdelah, a township located on the Myall
Twenty minutes south of Forster is Paciﬁc
Palms, named after the area’s cabbage tree
palms. It’s a good place from where to explore
Booti Booti National Park, Wallis and Smiths
lakes, and the sensational surf beaches of
Boomerang and Blueys. Seal Rocks, 40 minutes’
drive south of Forster, is the ideal destination
if you like bushwalking, surﬁng or scuba diving.

River, an hour’s drive from Forster, is the
gateway to the picturesque hinterland. Here
you can explore the surrounding State forests,
or take a boat trip down the river. Wingham,
just a short drive north-west of Taree, is a
lovely historic timber town on the Manning. It
has an English-style village green surrounded
by National Trust-listed Federation buildings.

A short stroll from the centre of town is the
famed Wingham Brush Nature Reserve. Here
the canopies of 1000-year-old Moreton Bay
and strangler ﬁgs are home to a major colony
of the grey-headed ﬂying fox.

Great drives
Just south of Taree take The Bucketts Way west
to the gold-rush town of Gloucester and then
south to the National Trust town of Stroud,
where 32 of the buildings were built by convicts.
Drive north from Gloucester, and you’ll ﬁnd
yourself on Thunderbolts Way (named after a
local bushranger) as it follows the rivers into the

Old Bar Beach

Meridian Resort Beachside

Accommodation

HHHH

EVENTS

hills of the Great Dividing Range. Drive north
from Wingham to Ellenborough Falls, regarded
as Australia’s tallest single-drop waterfall. Or
take the turn-off at Moorland to the Coorabakh
National Park, for the panoramic views of the
Landsdowne escarpment and Coxcombe,
Goonook and Killabakh nature reserves.

January: Manning River Summer
Festival, Taree.
February: The Battle of the Boats,
Paciﬁc Palms, is one of the largest
surfboat carnivals in NSW.
June: Festival of the Arts, Taree,
celebrates the performing arts, while
Paciﬁc Palms Arts Festival showcases
the work of local artists.

For more information, contact Great
Lakes Tourism, telephone: 1800 802 692,
web: www.greatlakes.org.au; and
Manning Valley Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: 1800 182 733, or visit our website:
www.manningvalley.info

Pacific Palms

Accommodation

BreakFree Mobys

HHHH

Right on the beach - luxury 1-, 2- and 3bedroom fully self-contained units. With 6000
sq m private ocean frontage, here you can walk
on the secluded beach, fish, swim or just sit back
and enjoy the quiet, unhurried atmosphere.

BreakFree Mobys Beachside Retreat features 1-,
2- and 3-bedroom beach houses at Boomerang
Beach, 3 hours north of Sydney. Located close to
Boomerang, Blueys, Elizabeth and Shelley
beaches and just 20 minutes from Forster.

32 Lewis Street, Old Bar Beach
Telephone 1800 650 550
www.meridianresort.com.au

Redgum Road, Boomerang Beach
Telephone 132 007
www.breakfreemobys.com.au

Rates: From $99 to $265 per room per night*

Rates: From $130 to $441 per room per night*

October: Blessing of the Fleet,
Tuncurry, is said to bring ﬁshermen
good luck.

Great Lakes

Accommodation

Myall Lakes, Booti Booti
and Wallingat National Parks
Here you will find NSW´s largest coastal lake
network, spectacular Broughton Island, deep
green rainforest, endless sand dunes,
breathtaking views and pristine beaches.
Immerse yourself in nature - there are lake,
ocean and forest camping areas in all parks.
Telephone (02) 6591 0300
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
GREAT LAKES AND MANNING VALLEY
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Greater Port Macquarie
With its vibrant coastal jewel of Port Macquarie, seaside villages of Camden Haven, and
the rural community of Wauchope, Greater Port Macquarie has just what you need.

;^ee[khhd

AP
R

k
o^
Kb
Zr
\e^
FZ

A:
A:MA>:=
G:MBHG:EI:KD
G:M
G
:M H

D^f
D^
D^fil^r
^fiil^r
il^
l^^
I:<B?B<

P>KKBDBF;>
> DBF;>
>KKBDBF;>
G:M
G
G:MBHG:EI:KD
:M
:
MBHG:
HG:E
HG:E
H
G:E
:EEI:KD
I:K
I:
:K
KD
D

AZlmbg`l
HQE>R
A

Kbo^k

PR

<hf[hrg^

LhnmaP^lm
Kh\dl

mh<h__lAZk[hnk

<k^l\^gmA^Z]

IhkmFZ\jnZkb^
PZn\ahi^
P
PZn\a
PZ
Zn\ahi
Zn\
ah
hi

D^g]Zee
mhMZk^^

EZZ
EZnkb^mhg
=HHK:@:GGI
=H
=
H

MUST SEE AND DO
Follow the heritage trail signs to 13 of
Port Macquarie’s historic sites.
Experience the pioneers’ daily life at
the Timbertown heritage theme park
in Wauchope.
Hire a boat or settle on a pier, beach
or riverbank, then cast off for bream,
blackﬁsh or tailor.
Ride a camel along Lighthouse Beach.
Explore Kooloonbung Creek Nature
Park’s wetlands, the oasis at the heart
of Port Macquarie.

top l – r: Kayak on Queens Lake; Surfers; Port
Macquarie at dusk; South West Rocks
far right: Smoky Cape Lighthouse, South
West Rocks
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GREATER PORT MACQUARIE

Adventure and lifestyle
If there’s a word that sums up Greater Port
Macquarie, it’s diversity. You can hike through
stunning national parks, explore the area’s
heritage, experience the thriving art scene,
enjoy wildlife spotting – whales, dolphins and
koalas – or just chill out on the beach.

Back to nature
A perfect year-round climate makes Greater
Port Macquarie an appealing place to visit at
any time. At Camden Haven, just half an hour
south of Port Macquarie, lies Kattang Nature
Reserve, where you can trek along bush tracks
to Perpendicular Point and its panoramic views.
Or visit during spring and tour the Flower
Bowl Circuit – a two-hour walking track that
takes you through carpets of dense wild ﬂowers. Farther aﬁeld, wander through remnant
rainforest at Boorganna Nature Reserve near
Comboyne. Follow the walk to Rawson Falls
Lookout to admire the view of the falls, the
hinterland and the surrounding lush rainforest.
If you fancy a picnic on the beach and a dip in
the surf after an easy walk through a rainforest, explore the Sea Acres Nature Reserve on
Paciﬁc Drive. There’s a 1.3 km boardwalk and
a theatrette, both suitable for wheelchairs.
Keep your eyes peeled for wildlife: Greater
Port Macquarie is rich in native fauna – it has
one of the highest urban koala populations in
NSW. In town you’ll ﬁnd the State’s only Koala
Hospital, where about 300 koalas are nursed
back to health each year. The best time to visit
is at feeding times – 7.30 am and 3 pm daily.

From the Dreamtime
North Brother Mountain in Dooragan National
Park dominates the skyline of Camden Haven.
Aboriginal legend tells of the death of three
brothers. North Brother Mountain, in the heart
of the park, is the resting place of Dooragan,
the eldest brother. Enjoy coastal views from
the summit, accessible by a sealed road. Within
the park there are three wheelchair-accessible
lookouts, a picnic area, and three walks of
varying length and difﬁculty, the most popular
being the Rainforest Loop – a half-hour stroll
through subtropical rainforest.
Penal settlement
Greater Port Macquarie’s more recent history is
no less interesting. Port Macquarie was settled
in 1821, making it one of the oldest penal settlements outside of Sydney. Two ﬁne examples
of the original, convict-constructed buildings
still stand today: St Thomas’ Church and the
historical museum. Other notable early buildings are the former courthouse, Douglas Vale
homestead and vineyard, Lake Innes Ruins and
the National Trust-classiﬁed red-mahogany Roto
House built for surveyor John Edmund Flynn.
Dolphin and whale watching
With a network of rivers and canals, lakes
and beaches, Greater Port Macquarie offers
a variety of aquatic activities, from surﬁng
and sailing to waterskiing and scuba diving.
Experience the thrill of seeing dolphins and
whales in their natural habitat. Dolphins are a
common sight all year round in the Hastings
and Camden Haven rivers, and they’ll often

Macleay Valley Coast
With great surﬁng beaches, such as Crescent Head, sheltered coves and
fertile hinterland, the Macleay Valley Coast offers the perfect escape.
FOOD AND WINE

A natural retreat

Dine out on fresh Hastings River oysters.

The Macleay Valley Coast is not only rich in
history – colonial and indigenous – but also
has a wealth of wilderness. From Kundabung
in the south, to Grassy Head in the north,
national parks and reserves cover most of
the Valley’s sand-fringed coastline, making it
an ideal destination for nature lovers.

Mix cool jazz and ﬁne wines at the
Jazz in the Vineyards concerts at Bago.
Try the local wines, cheese and produce,
and meet the growers at the monthly
Farmers’ Markets, Wauchope.
Enjoy a latte as you take in the
stunning water views from a riverside
or an oceanfront café.

greet a dolphin-watching cruise, keeping pace
with the boat. Between May and August is
whale-watching season, and spotting a whale
is a genuine natural wonder that everyone
should experience at least once in their lifetime. Pick one of the prime lookouts on the
coastal headlands or take an ocean cruise for
a close-up view of migrating humpbacks and
southern right whales.

The ﬁner things
Discover Port Macquarie’s vibrant cultural
scene. Thanks to its idyllic setting, the area has
long attracted artists of many genres. With a
packed calendar of performances, exhibitions
and activities year-round, come at any time for
some gallery browsing. A variety of cellar doors
provide the ideal way to sample the many
award-winning, locally produced wines.
For further information, contact Greater
Port Macquarie Visitor Information
Centre, telephone: 1300 303 155,
web: www.portmacquarieinfo.com.au

National parks
Stretching from Crescent Head to just below
South West Rocks, Hat Head National Park
abounds with pristine beaches, sand dunes,
headlands and wetlands. Camp by the beach,
explore the walking trails and be enthralled
by the birdlife: blacks swans and spoonbills
around the wetlands; fantails and honeyeaters on the heath. The ﬁshing is excellent; this
is where the continental shelf comes closest
to the east coast. Yarriabini National Park, a
half-hour’s drive north from Kempsey, combines steep coastal foothills with old-growth
forest and a rich Aboriginal history. It also
has a number of threatened species. Picnic
on top of Yarrahapinni Mountain and enjoy
the ocean and hinterland views.
South West Rocks
South West Rocks lies at the mouth of the
Macleay River and is a half-hour drive from
Kempsey. It’s an ideal family retreat. Many
visitors never make it past the beach, perfect
for year-round swimming, but it’s worth
taking the time to visit the local museum
and country club. The renowned Fish Rock
Cave, 2 km offshore from Smoky Cape

Lighthouse, is one of the best scuba dive sites
in Australia. Superb visibility gives divers plenty
of opportunities to spot grey nurse sharks,
turtles, pelagic ﬁsh, and spotted eagle rays.

Local legends
The area has a rich heritage, with some key
landmarks just a short drive from South West
Rocks. Among the most impressive are Smoky
Cape Lighthouse, one of the oldest (and
tallest) in NSW, and the imposing Trial Bay
Gaol. Cele-brate a different kind of history at
Kempsey, birthplace of two great Aussie icons
– Slim Dusty and the Akubra hat. The country
music star is commemorated in the Slim Dusty
Way, a 50 km inland drive from Kempsey to
the National Trust heritage village of Bellbrook.
For further information: Macleay Valley
Coast Tourism, telephone: 1800 642 480,
web: www.macleayvalleycoast.com.au

GREATER PORT MACQUARIE
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South West Rocks

Attraction / Activities

Port Macquarie

Accommodation

Port Macquarie

Accommodation

Arakoon State Conservation Area

All Seasons Ki-ea Apartments HHHHI

Beaches Holiday Resort

Arakoon is home to Heritage-listed Trial Bay
Gaol, museum, guided tours, campsites,
restaurants and sandy beaches. Accommodation
available at Historic Smoky Cape Lighthouse
cottages, secluded Little Bay & Point Plomer.
Whale watching available at Lighthouse.

• 50 spacious 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments
• Heated pools, spa, sauna, BBQs, home theatre
• Close to beach and town

Fully self-contained 2 and 3 bedroom units.
Spa in two 3 bedroom units. Security building,
solar heated pool, internal laundries, DVDs,
Austar TV, 50m to beach. Next door to shops
and restaurants.

67 William Street, Port Macquarie
Telephone (02) 6584 6466
www.ki-ea.com.au

55 Pacific Drive, Port Macquarie
Telephone (02) 6584 4433
www.beachesholidayresort.com.au

Rates: From $125 to $510 per room per night*

Rates: From $90 to $250 per room per night*

Port Macquarie

Port Macquarie

Telephone (02) 6566 6168

South West Rocks

Accommodation

Accommodation

HHHI

HHHH

Accommodation

HHHH

Heritage Guesthouse

Oxley Cove Apartments

Lovingly renovated 1880s seaside guesthouse in
the heart of South West Rocks. Nine luxurious
rooms with ensuites, garden courtyard and a
communal kitchen making Heritage Guesthouse
your ´home away from home´.

Fully self-contained 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
apartments, with reverse cycle A/C, DVD and
on site laundries. Off-street undercover parking.
300m to beach, 200m to club, 1.5km east of
the CBD.

Port Macquarie´s only absolute waterfront resort
with complimentary facilities - steam room, spa,
pool, tennis, mini-golf, canoes. Spinnakers
Restaurant and Bar on site with views
overlooking the marina.

21-23 Livingstone Street, South West Rocks
Telephone (02) 6566 6625
www.heritageguesthouse.com.au

29 Owen Street, Port Macquarie
Telephone (02) 6583 1855
www.oxleycoveapartments.com.au

20 Park Street, , Port Macquarie NSW 2444
Telephone 1800 025 271
www.sailsresort.com.au

Rates: From $110 to $160 per room per night*

Rates: From $70 to $210 per room per night*

Rates: From $138 to $365 per room per night*

Crescent Head

Port Macquarie

Port Macquarie

Accommodation

4 Shore Holiday Parks

HHHH

South Pacific Apartments

Accommodation

HHHH

Quality Resort Sails

Accommodation

The Observatory

HHHHI

NEW! Luxury, air-conditioned, waterfront, 2
bedroom villa. Watch the waves from your
master bedroom and enjoy a BBQ on your
verandah. Walk to shops, cafés, restaurants,
tennis, golf, bowls, country club and tavern.

• Just by the beach. Just perfect!
• Heated pools, spa, BBQs
• 41 modern 2 and 3 bedroom apartments

Opposite picturesque Town Beach, and only a
short riverfront stroll to the Town Centre.
Apartments and hotel rooms. Heated indoor
pool, gym, spa and sauna, restaurant and
day spa.

Pacific Street, Crescent Head
Telephone 1800 00 66 00 option 2
www.4shoreholidayparks.com.au

37 Pacific Drive, Port Macquarie
Telephone (02) 6583 8033
www.southpacificpm.com.au

Town Beach, Port Macquarie
Telephone 1300 888 305
www.observatory.net.au

Rates: From $99 to $268 per room per night*

Rates: From $135 to $330 per room per night*

Rates: From $146 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.

30

GREATER PORT MACQUARIE

I^``rLn^ÃlK^lmZnkZgm

?eZohnkl<Z_

When you are next in Port Macquarie why not visit
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Coffs Coast
On Coffs Coast you can discover the many wonders of a marine park, trek
through rainforests, play golf, browse in galleries, or simply relax.

The great outdoors
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MUST SEE AND DO
Discover the coastal towns of
Woolgoolga and Sawtell, and hinterland
towns of Bellingen, Bowraville,
Glenreagh, and the Orara Valley.
Paint your personal postcard on the
boulders of the Vee Wall breakwater in
Nambucca Heads harbour.
Visit Coffs Harbour’s North Coast
Regional Botanic Garden, featuring
rare and endangered species.
Sample the local produce – Nambucca
River oysters, Dorrigo potatoes, Orara
Valley tomatoes, Nambucca Valley
macadamias and Coffs Coast bananas.

top l – r: Dorrigo Skywalk, Dorrigo National
Park; Crystal Falls, Dorrigo National Park,
Photolibrary; Serenity Bay, Emerald Beach,
Coffs Coast Marketing
bottom right: Family on a Coffs beach,
Colin Cooksey
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Where the Great Dividing Range meets the
ocean lies the outstanding holiday destination
of Coffs Harbour and its neighbouring towns
– some of which dot the coast, others nestling
in the chocolate-box hinterland. All the towns
offer a range of attractions – from adventure
sports and world-class golf courses, to art
galleries and restaurants. Within easy reach of
Coffs Harbour are a World Heritage-listed rainforest and the Solitary Islands Marine Park.

70-metre long Skywalk, which extends over
the upper storey of a rainforest, and gaze
across the Bellinger Valley to the distant
shoreline. Or, for the best views of all, take a
helicopter ride from Coffs Harbour Airport to
see Coffs Coast in all its glory.

Family fun
Children and adults alike will enjoy a visit to
Muttonbird Island Nature Reserve, an easy
stroll from Coffs Harbour International Marina.
Every September, thousands of wedge-tailed
shearwaters migrate from the Philippines to this
breeding ground and you’ll be able to see them
at dawn and dusk skimming across the water.
Another family attraction is the Pet Porpoise
Pool in the heart of town, where you can see,
close up, dolphins, seals, sea lions and penguins.

Golf
The region is endowed with 12 challenging
golf courses, each unique. Coffs Harbour has its
own highly rated Coffs Harbour Golf Club. Then
there’s Bonville International Golf Resort in a
rainforest setting with the Great Dividing Range
as a backdrop. Less than an hour south of Coffs
is the Nambucca Heads Island Golf Club, where
Art and history
you can tee off with sea eagles soaring above
Discover the many art galleries and studios,
and dolphins frolicking in the ocean below.
where you’ll ﬁnd paintings, ceramics, sculpture
Adventure sports
and photography by local artists. The fascinatChoose from the many adventure activities to ing Bunker Cartoon Gallery in Coffs Harbour
be found around Coffs – from kayaking through is an ex-wartime bunker that’s now exhibition
Bongil Bongil National Park to the thrills and
space. The gallery holds thousands of cartoons,
spills of surf rafting at Charlesworth Bay, just
as well as historic photos and information.
minutes from town, and skydiving with the
Coffs City Skydivers. There’s also horse-riding
Nearby towns
at Valery Trails, south of Coffs, and deep-sea
Scattered along Coffs Coast are a number of
ﬁshing off the Coffs Coast.
delightful towns, each one worth a visit. Just
Rainforest vista
For spectacular views of the area, head for
Dorrigo National Park, past Bellingen along
Waterfall Way and up the escarpment. Take the

10 minutes’ drive south of Coffs Harbour is the
delightful beachside town of Sawtell, where you
can enjoy promenading along First Avenue with
its many cafés, bistros, galleries and boutiques.

The town boasts a beautifully restored 1950s
cinema. Bellingen, a half-hour’s drive from Coffs
on the way to Dorrigo and the New England
Plateau, is full of period emporiums and country
stores that are now eat-in delis and bistros.
Bellingen is also renowned as a centre for arts
and crafts.

A section of the long-abandoned Glenreagh
to Dorrigo railway line has been reopened and
steam enthusiasts everywhere are overjoyed.
The Glenreagh Mountain Railway, based in
Glenreagh, operates a lovingly restored
heritage steam locomotive, a tram, and
historic rolling stock.

EVENTS

In Emerald Beach, 10 minutes north of Coffs,
there’s a range of eateries by the seaside –
from stylish restaurants to casual alfresco.
Woolgoolga, a further 5 minutes north, is the
place to savour a real curry – the town has
regional Australia’s largest Sikh and Punjabi
population. While you’re there, visit the ﬁrst
Sikh temple built in Australia.

For more information, contact the Coffs
Coast Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: 1300 369 070, or visit our website:
www.coffscoast.com.au

October: Coffs Coast Food and Wine
Festival, with stalls representing the
area’s restaurants, wineries, and
growers of gourmet produce.

January: Pittwater to Coffs Harbour
Yacht Race, movies on the beach.
August: Bellingen Jazz Festival. Cool
jazz comes to Coffs Coast.
September: Rusty Iron Rally,
Macksville, for veteran and vintage
cars; Coffs Coast International Buskers
and Comedy Festival at Coffs Harbour.

The Nambucca Valley, 45 minutes south of
Coffs, also features a number of charming
seaside towns. Nambucca Heads, Macksville,
Bowraville and Taylors Arm welcome the visitor with delightful seaside taverns, headland
restaurants and country pubs. It’s worthwhile
to stop along the way at The Pines picnic area
in Yarriabini National Park for a calming break
amid the hoop pines and ﬂooded gums.

Local landmarks
No trip to Coffs Harbour is complete without
a visit to the famous Big Banana on the Paciﬁc
Highway. Now 40 years young, the Big Banana
is better than ever, with new interactive
displays. An even older local icon is The Pub
With No Beer at Taylors Arm, 45 minutes’ drive
inland from Coffs. Immortalised by local songwriter Gordon Parsons, the pub now houses
one of the best micro-breweries in Australia.

COFFS COAST
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Solitary Islands Marine Park
Stretching along Coffs Coast is one of Australia’s most exciting diving
locations – the Solitary Islands Marine Park.

Marine paradise
It’s what every scuba diver dreams of –
swimming with turtles, gliding past rainbowcoloured coral, watching shoals of ﬁsh as they
change direction in unison. Here is nature’s
showcase, where glorious tropical ﬁsh ﬂash
past in a riot of shapes and colours.

Under water it’s an incredible sight. There are
lush coral gardens crammed with hard coral
colonies, soft corals, tropical anemonies and
black coral trees, amid which thrive ascidians (sometimes also known as sea squirts),
sponges and sea tulips. But it takes a dive to
see it all in glorious colour detail.

For an unforgettable experience, come to Coffs
Coast to explore the Solitary Islands Marine Park.

There are options to suit all levels of diving
experience. If you’ve never dived before, you’ll
The Solitary Islands are a small group of islands ﬁnd dive operators who provide accredited
between Coffs Harbour and Wooli. The marine learn-to-dive courses. So, where better to learn
park stretches for about 75 km along the Coffs to dive than in this magniﬁcent environment?
Coast, from Muttonbird Island in the south to
Whale watching
Plover Island in the north.
From the incredible wealth of natural wonders

Perfect diving environment
Solitary Islands Marine Park’s exceptional
diving environment is due to the unique
circumstances of its location, where two great
ocean currents converge. The cool northward
ﬂow from the Tasman Sea collides with the
warmer waters of the East Australian Current
which comes from the tropical Coral Sea. The
result is a dazzling variety of marine life. You’ll
discover species whose natural habitat lies thousands of kilometres apart, all on the same day.
The park is home to seabirds, four turtle
species, more than 550 species of ﬁsh, marine
mammals, colourful sea slugs, and about
90 species of coral.

top l – r: Wandering anemones, Mark Spencer;
Humpback whales off Coffs Coast, Solitary Moments
bottom: Diving at Fish Soup, Mark Spencer
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to be seen at Solitary Islands Marine Park,
many visitors nominate watching migrating
humpback whales as a highlight.
Every autumn and winter the whales make their
way north to calve in warmer water. Then in
spring they head south again to their Antarctic
feeding grounds. The route follows the converging currents. As the whales move closer to their
tropical breeding grounds, they steer near the
coast, and that’s how they come to be swimming among the islands of the Marine Park. This
makes Coffs Harbour one of the best places for
whale watching. And although you’ll get a great
view from one of the many headlands, a close
encounter on a whale-watching cruise could be
the experience of a lifetime.

Getting out there
Whale watching off Coffs Harbour begins in
the latter part of May and ends in November.

Sometimes whales are spotted outside
that time period. A number of boat-charter companies operate from Coffs Harbour
International Marina, taking craft out into the
waters of Solitary Islands Marine Park for a
magniﬁcent close-up view of the whales.

You can book your charter trip out to the
Solitary Islands Marine Park through
Coffs Coast Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: 1300 369 070, or by
email: tourism@coffscoast.com.au

Coffs Harbour

Accommodation

HHHI

Sandcastles Holiday
Apartments

Coffs Harbour

Attraction / Activities

Coffs Harbour

Attraction / Activities

Pet Porpoise Pool
...be touched by magic

Art Of Excellence Fine Foods

63 Ocean Parade, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6652 6599
www.sandcastlesapartments.com.au

Popular with all ages, this award winning
attraction is a must see! Everyone who dares
receives FREE Dolphin and Seal KISSES. For a
very special experience, swim with our Dolphins
and make dreams come true - advance bookings
essential
Orlando Street, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6652 2164
www.petporpoisepool.com

Picnic hampers delivered to your door. All have 3
courses, coffee, wine, bottled water, newspaper,
candy. Choice of 8 different types, including
Breakfast, BBQ, Family, Seafood, Romantic and
the Ultimate Hamper, which includes 4 hours
with a chauffeur-driven limousine.
PO Box 1366, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6652 9665
www.artofexcellence.net.au

Rates: From $135 to $260 per room per night*

Rates: From Adult $26, Child $13, Concession $18.50 & 20*

Modern 2 bedroom air-conditioned apartments
with Austar TV, U/C car park, pool, spas, sauna,
BBQ. On Park Beach opposite Bowls Club, close
to restaurants and Park Beach Plaza.

Coffs Harbour

Accommodation

HHHH

Quality Resort Nautilus
Quality Resort Nautilus offers 75 luxury villas
with private balconies scattered throughout 9
tropically landscaped acres of absolute beach
frontage. Choose from 1, 2 or 3 bedroom fully
self-contained apartments or opt for a standard
room and let the team cater to your needs.
Offering a wide range of facilities including
Spa´cifique Day Spa, Deckchairs Cafe Bar, three

Resort Family Fun

Accommodation

Park Beach Holiday Park

HHHHI

Coffs Harbour

Attraction / Activities

Coffs Harbour Butterfly House

swimming pools, two tennis courts, five BBQ
cabanas, an exercise cabana, indoor and
outdoor spas and so much more. This resort
caters for everyone.

Walk amongst live butterflies and explore their
amazing life-cycle. Be puzzled by the outdoor
maze. Tempt your taste buds in the tearooms.
Marvel at turned wood items in the gallery.

Pacific Highway North, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6653 6699
www.qualityresortnautilus.com.au

5 Strouds Road, Bonville
Telephone (02) 6653 4766
www.butterflyhouse.com.au

Rates: From $136.50 to $425 per room per night*

Rates: From Adult $12, Child $6.50, Concession $11*

Coffs Harbour Beachfront

Coffs Harbour Beachfront

Aanuka Beach Bures

Accommodation

HHHHI

Breakfree Aanuka Beach
Resort

Accommodation

HHHHI

Park Beach is close to the jetty, shopping,
restaurants and service clubs.
• Modern villas to shaded camp sites
• Resort style pool and tennis court
• Ensuite and drive-through sites

Located on Diggers beachfront, Aanuka Beach
Bures offer luxuriously appointed one bedroom
spa bures set among tropical landscaped gardens.
Resort features include: large rock pools with
waterslide, tennis courts, gym, restaurant & bars.

Located on Diggers Beach, the resort offers
endless recreation facilities, health and beauty
retreat, stylish accommodation and extensive
dining choices. Choose from well appointed
studios, bures and apartments.

1 Ocean Parade, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6648 4888
www.parkbeachholidaypark.com.au

Firman Drive, Coffs Harbour
Telephone 1300 769 943
www.aanukabeachbures.com.au

Firman Drive, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6652 7555
www.aanuka.com.au

Rates: From $59 to $265 per room per night*

Rates: From $175 to $350 per room per night*

Rates: From $170 to $524 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
COFFS COAST
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What’s happening on Coffs Coast ?

Attraction / Activities

Find out at www.coffscoast.com.au
• Carols by Candlelight by the River - 15
December.
• Pittwater to Coffs Harbour Yacht Race and
Festival of Sail 2 - 6 January 2008

Coffs Harbour

Coffs Harbour

Accommodation

HHHI

Visit the website and click What’s on.
www.coffscoast.com.au

Accommodation

HHHHI

Novotel Pacific Bay Resort

34-36 Prince Street, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6652 6468
www.calypsoapartments.com.au

Facilities include Charlie´s Restaurant and bar, 9hole golf course, tennis courts, three swimming

HHHI

pools, indoor and outdoor spas, gymnasium, daily
activities program, day spa with flotation tank
and Kids´ Club (2-12 years).

Cnr Bay Drive & Pacific Highway, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6659 7000
www.pacificbayresort.com.au
Rates: From $189 to $399 per room per night*

Rates: From $82 to $208 per room per night*

Best Western
Torrington Apartments

The spectacular ocean view Opal Cove Resort is
perfect for holidays and conventions. Heated
pools, tennis courts, gym, spa, sauna, kids´ club,
massage facilities, 9-hole golf course. The perfect
place to revitalise yourself.

Rates: From $112 to $466 per room per night*

Located on the beachfront on 40 hectares of
subtropical valley, Novotel Pacific Bay Resort has
170 superbly appointed rooms and luxurious spa
suites with kitchen, spa bath, separate lounge
and laundry.

Accommodation

HHHHI

Pacific Highway, Korora, Coffs Harbour North
Telephone 1800 008 198
www.opalcove.com

11 fully self-contained 2- and 3-bedroom airconditioned apartments. Facilities include: 10-m
solar-heated pool with waterslide for the kids,
poolside BBQ and shaded area, free Austar and
wireless internet. Walk to beach and shops.

Coffs Harbour

Accommodation

Opal Cove Resort

• Coffs Coast International Buskers & Comedy
Festival - 28 September - 6 October.
• Botanica Spring Festival - 7 October.
• 57th Annual Festival of Golf - 20 - 28
October.
• Corporate Outrigger Canoe Challenge - Early
November.
• Coffs Coast Growers Markets - Every second
Thursday.

Calypso Apartments

Coffs Harbour

Coffs Coast

Bonville International
Golf Resort

Accommodation

HHHH

Just a short stroll from the patrolled main beach
and shopping centre. Self-contained 1- and 2bedroom apartments. Swim or relax in the spa or
sauna. Play with the children in the adventure
playground or in our extensive open space.

Voted ´Best Australian Resort Course 2005´ by
the readers of Golf Australia Magazine, the resort
features 30 accommodation suites situated
alongside the picturesque first fairway. Bonville
International truly is a golfing heaven!

15-17 Boultwood Street, Park Beach
Telephone 1800 118 112
www.torringtonapartments.com.au

North Bonville Road, Bonville
Telephone (02) 6653 4002
www.bonvillegolf.com.au
Rates: From $125 to $225 per room per night*

Coffs Harbour

Accommodation

Sebel Aqualuna Beach Resort HHHHI
The resort offers fully self-contained 1-, 2- and
3-bedroom villas with corner spas and balconies.
There´s an enormous array of leisure facilities,
including direct beach access, swimming pool,
tennis court, gym, games room and BBQ beach
hut.
840 Pacific Highway, Coffs Harbour
Telephone (02) 6653 7500
www.mirvachotels.com.au

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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A Constellation of great
Hotels on the North Coast.




Country Comfort Terrigal

Country Comfort Sir Frances
Drake, Raymond Terrace


 



  
  
 
 

Country Comfort
Marina Resort, Nelson Bay

Country Comfort
Port Macquarie

Country Comfort
Coffs Harbour

Pelican Beach Australis Resort,
Coffs Harbour

Call Central Reservations 1300 650 464
or visit constellationhotels.com

CH165

 

Clarence Coast and Country
From the stunning beaches at Yamba to the jacaranda trees of Grafton,
Clarence Coast and Country is a land of enchanting contrasts.
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MUST SEE AND DO
Explore part of Clarence River – take a
cruise or catch a passenger ferry.
Treat yourself to the delectable Yamba
prawns and Wooli oysters.
Experience whitewater canoeing in
the rapids of the Nymboida River.
Watch at dusk as the fruit-bat colony
leaves Susan Island, Grafton.
Play golf with the resident kangaroos
at Maclean, Yamba and Grafton.
Listen to a chorus of birds at the World
Heritage-listed Iluka Nature Reserve,
with a rainforest right on the beach.
Ride in a historic steam train on the
Glenreagh Mountain Railway.

top l – r: Heritage building, Ulmarra, Lonely
Planet Images; Fishing off jetty; Clarence River
bottom right: Yamba Beach, www.travpix.com
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The mighty Clarence
For more than 400 km, the Clarence River winds
from Queensland through some of New South
Wales’ most beautiful highland country to the
Clarence Coast, a sprawling estuary bound by
Iluka in the north and Yamba in the south. It’s
an area that’s rich in history and culture, so
take a heritage walk tracing the steps of the
early pioneers, explore art and craft galleries or
enjoy one of the many festivals or events.

Towns in Clarence Country
Some of the region’s most charming attractions
can be found along the banks of the Clarence
River. Renowned for its jacaranda-lined streets
and graceful architecture, Grafton is an elegant
provincial city. Don’t miss the Grafton Regional
Gallery, and try to time your visit for the
crowning of the Jacaranda Queen in October,
when Grafton celebrates the Jacaranda Festival.
Situated on the river and classiﬁed by the
National Trust, Ulmarra has antique, art and
craft, and collectibles shops that are great for
browsing. Half-hour’s drive south is Nymboida,
where you can go whitewater rafting, canoeing,
abseiling and rock climbing, or catch a glimpse
of the platypus in its natural habitat. For those
who enjoy a more leisurely pace, there’s the
historic Nymboida Coaching Station Inn – use
it as a base for rafting tours or just enjoy a
quiet drink overlooking the river.

features a 1930s classroom, and Squatter’s
Rest Private Museum at Tucabia offers outdoor
heritage displays. Relics of gold-mining days can
be found at the Glenreagh Memorial Museum,
while the Schaeffer House Museum displays
beautiful china, glassware and furniture. Further
aﬁeld, you can discover Yamba’s history at the
Port of Yamba Historical Museum, or explore
early Australian lifestyles at the fascinating
Maclean Bicentennial Museum.

The Clarence Coast
Yamba, described by the CSIRO as having the
world’s best climate, also boasts a range of
restaurants guaranteed to please even the
most sophisticated palate. Try the local seafood
delicacies such as Yamba prawns and Wooli
oysters. North of Yamba, Iluka is surrounded
by Bundjalung National Park and the World
Heritage-listed Iluka Nature Reserve. Iluka
Bluff is a great platform for panoramic views
and whale-watching.
Inland from Yamba, Maclean is a must-see
during the Annual Highland Gathering at
Easter, when the town calling itself ‘The Scottish
Town in Australia’ celebrates its heritage.
Visit any time to check out the 100 tartanpainted power poles, each one displaying the
colours of one of the local clans.

For a peaceful holiday, choose one of the
towns nestled in the surrounds of the Yuraygir
National Park, south of Yamba. Brooms Head,
Historic museums
Catch a glimpse of the area’s past by visiting the Wooli, Minnie Water and Angourie are secluded
villages hugging untouched areas of the coast.
museums located in and around Grafton. The
Keep your eyes peeled for emus between Red
Alumy Creek School Museum at Alumy Creek

Rock and Iluka – the only area in Australia with
a coastal emu population.

Solitary Islands Marine Park
Marvel at the astonishing variety of marine
life in the Solitary Islands Marine Park, best
reached from Wooli, from where operators
conduct ﬁshing, whale-watching and deep-sea
diving charters. May–August is the best time to
catch sight of whales and dolphins.

In the 1960s, Angourie became famous for
having one of the best point-breaks in Australia
and these days it attracts the world’s best
surfers. A number of local surf schools offer
expert instruction. Angourie is also renowned for
its freshwater Blue and Green Pools, originally a
rock quarry that ﬁlled with water when a spring
For more information, contact Clarence
was disturbed. The pools are a popular swimming
River Tourism, telephone: (02) 6642 4677,
spot. Don’t miss the Angourie walk which hugs
web: www.clarencetourism.com
the coastline south to Lake Arragan.

EVENTS
April: Australian National Goanna
Pulling Championships, Wooli. This
sport is a test of strength between
two people who try to pull their
opponent across the line; celebrate
the Scots culture at the Maclean
Highland Gathering, with pipe bands,
Highland dancing and sports such
as caber tossing, log wrestling and
hammer throwing.
July: The three-week long Grafton July
Racing Carnival is Australia’s richest
country horse-racing event, with
Grafton Cup as the pinnacle race;
Lower Clarence Arts & Crafts Expo,
Yamba, attracts artists and stainedglass artisans from around Australia.
September: Ulmarra River Festival
celebrates the heritage of this historic
river port.
October: Surﬁng the Coldstream is
Yamba’s alternative arts festival;
the Grafton Bridge to Bridge Ski
Classic is a race that attracts the
best waterskiers from Australia and
overseas; Grafton Artsfest – a series of
interactive workshops with renowned
artists as tutors.
October–November: Grafton’s
world-famous Jacaranda Festival
is Australia’s longest running
ﬂoral festival.
November: Yamba Rod Run – gleaming
duco, shiny chrome and hot cars.

CLARENCE COAST AND COUNTRY
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Grafton

Accommodation

HHHH

Quality Inn Grafton

Yamba

Accommodation

Best Western Yamba Beach
Motel and Quality Suites

HHHH

Yamba

Accommodation

Blue Dolphin Holiday Resort

HHHHH

Close to the shops, all rooms are air-conditioned
and have Austar TV. Features plenty of space for
off-street parking. Pool and heated spa. The
award-winning Victoria´s Restaurant is open
daily for an a la carte meal.

Modern motel overlooking the main beach. Sit
on your balcony with a glass of wine and watch
the fishing boats. Dine at one of the many
excellent restaurants close by.

Situated on the Clarence River and only 1.5 km
from the beach, shops and restaurants, Blue
Dolphin Holiday Resort is a fun, friendly and
family oriented resort. Something for everyone!

51 Fitzroy Street, Grafton
Telephone (02) 6640 9100
qualityinngrafton@bigpond.com

Cnr Queen and Clarence Streets, Yamba
Telephone (02) 6603 0300
info@yambabeachmotel.com.au

Yamba Road, Yamba
Telephone (02) 6646 2194
bluedolphin@freespiritresorts.com.au

Rates: From $120 to $160 per room per night*

Rates: From $110 to $250 per room per night*

Rates: From $70 to $430 per room per night*

Clarence Valley

Accommodation

Clarence Coast Holiday Parks - a variety of holiday accommodation options to suit all tastes and budgets.
Iluka Riverside Tourist Park
Telephone (02) 6646 6060
Gorgeous riverside location in the beautiful
coastal village of Iluka.

Brooms Head Caravan Park
Telephone (02) 6646 7144
Right on the beach. Experience the serene,
natural beauty of Brooms Head.

Wooli Camping & Caravan Park
Telephone (02) 6649 7671
Situated on the banks of the Wooli River with
only a 50-m walk to the beach.

Calypso Holiday Park Yamba
Telephone (02) 6646 8847
Prime location on the edge of the harbour close
to Yamba CBD, clubs and beaches.

Minnie Water Holiday Park
Telephone (02) 6649 7693
Nestled in the Yuraygir National Park with access
to great surfing beaches and deep-sea fishing.

www.clarencetourism.com or
www.clarence.nsw.gov.au

South Grafton

Clarence Valley

Yamba

Accommodation

Bent Street Motor Inn

HHHH

Attraction / Activities

Accommodation

HHHH

Clarence Valley Tourism

Yamba Waters Holiday Park

Excellent executive accommodation at
reasonable prices. Air-conditioned rooms set
back from the road for peace and quiet. Awardwinning restaurant. Close to shopping, clubs and
eateries. Free ADSL internet to rooms.

Pristine beaches, the mighty Clarence, the
Clarence Gorge, horse-riding in the hinterland,
top fishing spots, bushwalking in rainforest, birdwatching, art and craft galleries, historical train
rides, museums and much more...

Situated at the end of Golding Street, just off
Yamba Road, Yamba Waters is the perfect base
for exploring all Yamba has to offer. Only 1.5 km
from the beach, shops and restaurants. Rest,
relax, recharge and return!

62 Bent Street, South Grafton
Telephone (02) 6643 4500
www.bentstreetmotorinn.com.au

Telephone (02) 6642 4677
www.clarencetourism.com

Golding Street, Yamba
Telephone (02) 6646 2930
yambawaters@freespiritresorts.com.au

Rates: From $104 to $150 per room per night*

Rates: From $95 to $300 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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Support the future
of your sport ...

fish responsibly
Know your bag and
• size
limits, and where
you are allowed to fish

• Carry your NSW fishing licence
protected species
• Return
to the water
litter; take your
• Don’t
bait bags, fishing line and
drink containers with you
For information on fishing rules,
or to buy a licence
phone 1300 369 365

Remember - your licence fees support your sport

Ballina Coast and Hinterland
Glorious white surf beaches and a lush subtropical hinterland make
Ballina Coast and Hinterland an ideal holiday resort.
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MUST SEE AND DO
Pack a picnic hamper and head for one of
the many beautiful parks and gardens.
Stop at any of the roadside stalls for
your fresh bounty of the legendary
coffee, avocados and macadamias.
Feel the freedom of 4WD driving along
the beach from Seven Mile to the Byron
Shire boundary.
Stroll for hours along white
sandy beaches.
Experience the magniﬁcent sight of
the ﬁshing trawlers at dusk or dawn as
they negotiate the Ballina bar.
Spot koalas along Wardell Road’s
koala corridor.
top l – r: Pat Morton Lookout, Lennox Head,
Colin Cooksey; Ballina Beach; Fishing at
the mouth of Richmond River; Kayaking on
Richmond River
bottom right: Lighthouse Beach, Ballina
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Ballina
Laid-back Ballina, set in beautiful surrounds
at the mouth of the mighty Richmond River,
has a wonderful new riverside precinct offering
waterside dining and entertainment, charming
accommodation and beautiful walking paths
and cycleways. Take a river cruise or a scenic
drive to explore the delights of the river and
the hinterland. Or relax on one of the area’s
magniﬁcent beaches, such as the legendary
surﬁng beach at Lennox Head.

An island
Located on an island at the entrance of the
Richmond River, Ballina combines the casual
vibe of a coastal retreat with a touch of city
style. With direct ﬂights from Sydney and
Melbourne, landing at Ballina Byron Gateway
Airport, getting there is easy. Fossick through
the shops and markets on River and Kerr
streets, where you’ll ﬁnd antiques and curios as
well as handicrafts by local artisans. Dine out
on delicious local seafood – on warm nights
you can eat alfresco on either Fawcett Street or
River Street. With everything from luxury motels
and resorts to secluded camping grounds and
caravan parks; cosy B&Bs to self-contained
apartments and houses, you’ll ﬁnd accommodation to suit almost any taste or budget.
Maritime heritage
Learn about the area’s rich maritime heritage
at the Ballina Naval and Maritime Museum
in Ballina or at the centrally located Pioneer
Memorial Park, which honours the sailors who
have perished at sea off the coastline.

Two other historic landmarks offer some of the
area’s best views. On the northern headland,
the Richmond River Lighthouse is an ideal spot
for observing dolphins and migratory birds. The
Coast Guard Tower at Lighthouse Beach has
magniﬁcent views of the coast and the river,
and from May to August you can see migrating
humpback whales.

At the seaside
A network of cycleways and walking tracks
makes it easy to explore the scenic coastline
and riverbanks either by bike or on foot. Keen
anglers will want to settle on Ballina’s North
or South Wall and enjoy a ﬁshing spot with a
spectacular view, or try their luck at the locals’
favourite spots – Flat Rock and Angels Beach.
Exploring the area
The area’s hinterland offers many exciting
options for day-trippers. Take a cruise up the
Richmond River and admire the scenery of
the river valley, or take a kayak tour from
Ballina and discover the aquatic life of the
estuarine wetlands. For something different,
visit Thursday Plantation, Australia’s ﬁrst
commercial tea-tree plantation, just outside
Ballina. Take a rainforest walk, get lost in the
tea-tree maze or just breathe in the trees’
healing aromas. Visit Summerland House with
No Steps at Alstonville, and the Macadamia
Castle at Knockrow.
Coastal drives
A relaxing way to explore the surrounding
area is by car. Cruise along Coastal Drive 30,
a circuit that winds its way from Ballina’s town

centre along the river to the ocean, then up the
coast to Lennox Head before venturing inland
through plantations of macadamia and stone
fruit, coffee and sugarcane. Complete the loop
in a couple of hours or make a day of it.

Lennox Head
Just 12 km north of Ballina is Lennox Head,
one of the top 10 surf spots in the world.
Discover Seven Mile Beach or explore Lake
Ainsworth on the village outskirts, where
you’ll ﬁnd creeks stained deep red by tea-trees.
Have a swim, hop in a canoe or go for a sail. If
you are after some adrenalin-pumping action,
try windsurﬁng or hang-gliding – the aerial views
over the coastline are breathtaking.

Ballina’s lush hinterland is dotted with pioneer
settlements like Teven, Tinterbar and Knockrow,
where you will ﬁnd wonderful parks and
gardens, cosy cafés, country pubs, plus galleries
and shops ﬁlled with exquisite local arts and
crafts. Stop by roadside stalls for local produce
such as the area’s legendary coffee, avocados,
lychees, guavas and macadamias.
For further information, contact the
Ballina Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: 1800 777 666 or (02) 6686 3484,
web: www.discoverballina.com

EVENTS
June: All Girls Surf Showdown,
Lennox Head. The girls rule the waves.
September – January: East Coast
Sculpture Show at Thursday Plantation,
near Ballina – outdoor sculpture show
set in botanical gardens and rainforest.
November: Rivafest, Fawcett Park,
Ballina – the year’s biggest party, jet and
dragon boats and signature local cuisine.
December 26: Boxing Day Races,
Ballina Racecourse. Back a winner at
this festive season racing carnival.

At the other end of the energy scale, you can
browse the local monthly markets for farmfresh local produce or enjoy whale or dolphin
watching. Go to Pat Morton Lookout on the
scenic Coast Road where you can often spot
dolphins swimming alongside the surfers.
At Cape Byron, enjoy spectacular views of
Australia’s easternmost point – where sunrise
can be a magical experience.

The scenic hinterland
Fifteen minutes from Ballina is the historic
town of Alstonville, with its heritage buildings,
antique shops, galleries and cafés.
From Alstonville you can discover the area’s
natural delights: plunge into the waterhole in
the hidden rainforest oasis at nearby Killen Falls,
or take the boardwalk loop through the Victoria
Park Nature Reserve on the Alstonville Plateau.

BALLINA COAST AND HINTERLAND
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Lennox Heads

Accommodation

HHHHI

Headland Beach Resort

Ballina

Accommodation

HHHHH

Ballina Manor
Boutique Hotel

Ballina

Attraction / Activities

Teven Valley Golf Course

Nestled in the hills of the seaside town of Lennox
Heads, just south of Byron Bay, the resort has 1-,
2- and 3- bedroom apartments set in lush
tropical gardens, some with ocean views and
private spas on their spacious balconies.

Multi award-winning boutique hotel in the heart
of Ballina. A short stroll to beaches, Richmond
River and shops, with a fully licensed restaurant
and 12 individually designed rooms with antique
furnishings and 5-star luxury appointments.

In the gentle hills of the Ballina/Byron hinterland
you’ll find our beautifully groomed course and
friendly atmosphere make an unforgettable
golfing experience. Open 7 days. No need to
book. Pro/coffee shop. Hire. BBQ. Licensed.

7 Park Lane, Lennox Heads
Telephone (02) 6618 0000
info@headlandbeachresort.com.au

25 Norton Street, Ballina
Telephone (02) 6681 5888
www.ballinamanor.com.au

Eltham Road, Teven (10 mins from Ballina)
Telephone (02) 6687 8386
www.tevenvalleygolfcourse.com.au

Rates: From $135 to $285 per room per night*

Rates: From $190 to $364 per room per night*

Ballina

Lennox Heads

Accommodation

Accommodation

HHHHI

Ramada Riverside Ballina

Lennox Point
Holiday Apartment

Ballina’s first true boutique-style hotel. Ramada
Riverside Ballina offers superior hotel or
apartment accommodation at genuinely
affordable prices for business travellers and
holiday-makers in the heart of downtown Ballina.

Brand new luxurious beachfront apartments.
Fully self-contained with magnificent ocean
views. Queen bedroom plus fold-out bed in
lounge room. Pool, spa and entertaining areas.
Stroll to shops, restaurants and lake. Paradise...

35 Fawcett Street, Ballina
Telephone (02) 6681 9200
www.ramadariverside.com.au

20-21 Pacific Parade, Lennox Head
Telephone (02) 6687 5900
www.lennoxholidayapartments.com

Ballina

Attraction / Activities

Ballina RSL Club
At the Ballina RSL Club, we do things a little
differently. From our award-winning cuisine,
fabulous family entertainment and our wonderful
museum to our active participation in the
community...we may just surprise you.
Information for members and their guests.
240 River Street, Ballina
Telephone (02) 6686 2544
www.ballinarsl.com.au

Rates: From $150 to $300 per room per night*

Ballina

Tour

Ballina

Attraction / Activities

Lismore

Attraction / Activities

Ballina Air T&G

Ballina Visitor
Information Centre

Lismore Visitor Information Centre

Experience some of Australia’s most pristine
coastline and hinterland in the famous Bell 47
helicopter. Sit back and relax as the beautiful
scenery drifts by. With experienced, professional
and always friendly staff, you’ll step off our
helicopter with a smile. Avaliable 7 days a week.
Hanger 1, Ballina Airport
Telephone (02) 6681 4915
www.airtg.com.au

For all your local touring needs - from river
cruises to surf lessons, helicopter tours to whaleor dolphin-watch cruises - book at Ballina Visitor
Information Centre. Our friendly staff can help
with maps, brochures, accommodation and local
holiday tips. Open 7 days a week.

For accommodation bookings and information
about tours and attractions in the Rainbow
Region, visit the Lismore Visitor Information
Centre. Open 7 days, the centre has internet
access for visitors, a rainforest display and
delicious regional produce for sale.

Telephone 1800 777 666
www.discoverballina.com

Telephone 1300 369 795
www.visitlismore.com.au

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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MAKE YOUR OWN
WEATHER FORECAST.
DAILY FLIGHTS
TO NORTHERN NSW.
9'35'

Gold Coast
Ballina/Byron Bay
Coffs Harbour
Newcastle
Auckland

Christchurch

cummins © VA 5811

Whether you’re ﬂying in or out of the Northern NSW Coast, we make it easy to get away with our frequent direct and connecting
ﬂights throughout Australia, New Zealand and the South Paciﬁc. And by ﬂying with Virgin Blue you can earn points with the next
generation rewards program Velocity, along with all the things you’ve come to expect from us like Self check-in, Blue Zone Seating
and Blue Plus Fares.

Byron
One of Australia’s favourite holiday getaways, Byron offers sophisticated luxury and
alternative lifestyles, a thriving artistic scene and beautiful landscapes.

A place of many moods
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MUST SEE AND DO
Be the ﬁrst to see the sun in Australia
from Byron Bay Lighthouse, Cape Byron
– the continent’s easternmost point.
Bliss out on the beautiful beaches or
at one of the local day spas.
Enjoy a counter lunch at a seaside pub
in Byron or Brunswick Heads.
Kayak among the friendly dolphins
off Byron Bay.
Relish the ﬂavour of a cup of locally
grown coffee or tea.
Put your mind at rest and
rejuvenate your body with the
help of yoga, meditation, natural
therapies and massage treatments.
top l – r: Terania Creek, Nightcap National
Park, Wildlight; Brunswick Heads from the air,
www.travpix.com; Yoga on Byron Beach,
Mike Newling; Cape Byron Headland
far right: Arakwal people, Jeff Dawson
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BYRON

From golden beaches and unspoilt bushland
to ﬁne dining and luxurious ﬁve-star resorts,
from arts festivals to alternative therapies,
beautiful Byron has it all. People come to
Byron to escape for a while and search for
whatever they feel is missing in their lives.
At Byron they often ﬁnd it.

Beautiful by nature
Byron is the place to commune with nature.
The lush forests rolling gently towards the coast
grow out of rich volcanic soil that was formed
within an enormous rim of an extinct volcano.
There are ﬁve national parks, and a number of
nature reserves, all within easy reach of town.
Among the wilderness areas located less than
10 minutes from Byron Bay are Tyagarah and
Broken Head nature reserves, Arakwal National
Park, Cape Byron Headland and the wonders
of Cape Byron Marine Park. A half-hour drive
will take you to the Brunswick Heads Nature
Reserve. Whether you go for a bushwalk, take a
bike tour, get a bird’s-eye view hang-gliding or
hot-air ballooning, or just take in the view from
the comfort of your car, you’re guaranteed to
be entranced by the breathtaking Byron scenery.

State of the arts
Celebrated musicians from all over the world,
artists, and ﬁlm and TV actors have all helped
turn Byron into one of Australia’s premier arts
centres. Byron’s cultural calendar attracts
thousands of enthusiastic visitors year-round.
So come along to one (or all) of Byron’s
famous festivals: the East Coast Blues & Roots

Festival, the Byron Bay Writers Festival,
the Byron Bay Film Festival, the mid-winter
Splendour in the Grass contemporary music and
rock festival, and the North Coast (Bangalow)
Jazz Festival, plus a number of other smaller
festivals and concerts – there is something for
every taste, and then some. Byron has a ﬂourishing arts scene throughout the year. There
are ongoing events and attractions to suit all
tastes and interests – concerts, comedy nights,
as well as some of the best street buskers you’ll
ever come across. Check out the home-grown
ﬁne arts, fashion jewellery and homewares at
the many local galleries and studios in town,
including the Arts and Industrial Estate.

Alternative lifestyle
The Byron area was one of Australia’s original
alternative-lifestyle destinations, and it’s now
known as a centre for practitioners who focus
their skills on alternative-health therapies. Try
Hawaiian massage, oxygen treatment or aromatherapy; meditation, or a tarot-card reading.
Special destination
While it offers accommodation for all budgets,
Byron’s boutique resorts have become synonymous with intimate luxury. The area’s rich,
volcanic soils and unspoiled seas produce
some of Australia’s best produce and seafood.
Indeed, few other seaside towns can offer such
a diversity of award-winning restaurants that
range from stylish and sophisticated establishments to country-style, open-air eateries. Take
a trip into the hinterland to sample the best
farm-fresh produce, including locally-grown

Cape Byron Headland Reserve
Discover the easternmost point of Australia – beautiful
Cape Byron Headland Reserve.
coffee (reputedly the best in Australia),
macadamias and organic fruit and vegetables.
The area from Newrybar to Dunoon and
Bangalow is home to a wide variety of local
producers and a leisurely wander through the
district, tasting their delicacies is a special treat
not to be missed.

Touring the towns
While you’re on the road, visit one of Byron’s
neighbouring towns, each with its own special
charm, and all within easy driving distance.
Brunswick Heads, a 15-minute drive north of
Byron, is an historic, family-friendly seaside
town where you can still enjoy all the simple
pleasures. Relax and take in its beautiful surf
beach, river views and many glorious picnic
spots. Mullumbimby, a 20-minute drive northwest of Byron, is now a favourite destination
for New Agers and sea-changers – stop at
Crystal Castle for the full alternative experience.
Bangalow, 15 minutes by car to the south, is
an unspoilt heritage village ﬁlled with antique
shops, galleries, ﬁne food and local markets.
Ocean Shores, 25 minutes’ drive up the coast,
is surrounded by nature reserves, estuaries and
beaches. Ocean Shores has a superb golf course
set among lakes and bushland.

For further information, contact Byron
Visitors Centre, telephone: (02) 6680 8558,
web: www.visitbyronbay.com and Brunswick
Heads Visitor Centre, telephone: (02) 6685 1003,
web: www.brunswickheads.org.au

Traditional land
Just ﬁve minutes out of town, Cape Byron
Headland Reserve is the furthest east you
can go in mainland Australia. That fact alone
would make it worth a visit – but Cape
Byron has much more. Indigenous culture,
fascinating wildlife, heritage values and
breathtaking scenery combine to reward
visitors with an unforgettable experience.
It’s a walkers’ paradise too, with the many
marked tracks.
When you enter the reserve, you enter
traditional land. This area is an integral part
of the Dreamtime of the Arakwal people
and its geography and topography feature
prominently in their creation stories. Arakwal
National Park is the ﬁrst national park in
Australia to be created under an Indigenous
Land Use Agreement that recognises the traditional rights of the Arakwal to these lands.
The area also has a rich European history,
with its strong maritime tradition. Take a
guided tour of the historical Cape Byron
Lighthouse, one of the most powerful lights
in the Southern Hemisphere, and one of the
area’s most important heritage buildings.
For an unforgettable experience, stay in
one of the Heritage-listed lighthousekeepers’ cottages.

waters are perfect for scuba diving. During
the whale-watching season, from May to
November, it’s also an ideal spot for observing
the graceful antics of humpback whales.
For more information on Cape Byron
telephone: (02) 6685 5955, web: www.byronbay.com/byronbay/capebyron.html

The Cape Byron Headland Reserve is also a
haven for wildlife. The rainforest is home to
goannas, wallabies and soaring eagles, while
the Cape Byron Marine Park is a sanctuary
for dolphins, turtles and stingrays – its clear

BYRON
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Byron
at Byron

Writers Festival
and Fatherhood Festival

The Byron at Byron Resort, Spa
and Conference Centre feels like a
secluded sanctuary, and yet its
location is ﬁve minutes’ drive south
of Byron Bay, and close to Tallow
Beach and the Byron Bay Golf Club.
Nonetheless, it’s in a world of its own.

Byron Bay Writers Festival

Set in a lush rainforest, this tranquil
retreat has all the ﬁve-star luxuries
you desire: tennis court, a 25-metre
inﬁnity pool, poolside sauna, day spa,
and wellness centre. There’s a magical view of the rainforest canopy
from the main building’s 6-metre
wide verandahs. Each of the luxurious one-bedroom suites features a
self-contained kitchen and plasma
TV, as well as two enclosed balconies. During your stay, experience
Byron at Byron Restaurant, which
uses the freshest local produce to
create contemporary cuisine with
French and Asian ﬂavours.
Byron at Byron Resort. Natural luxury.
The Byron at Byron Resort Spa
and Conference Centre.
telephone: 1300 554 362,
web: www.thebyronatbyron.com.au

top l – r: Byron at Byron spa; Enjoying
fatherhood, Wildlight
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AUGUST
Think of the perfect holiday. For many of us it
would include relaxing on a pristine beach with
a great book. At the Byron Bay Writers Festival,
the chances are that the book’s author will be
sifting the sand right beside you. For the past
10 years, Australia’s most welcoming literary
festival has enabled writers of national and
international renown to get close and meaningful to their readers.
Every August, the Byron Bay Beach Resort, with
its tropical gardens and beach frontage, hosts
the Writers Festival under white marquees
where the celebration of words and ideas
unfold. With ﬁve locations, festival goers can
join panels and conversations covering a range
of topics and genres. Whether your passion is
poetry or performing arts, ﬁne arts or ﬁction,
history or humour, you’re promised an unforgettable and uniquely Byron experience. Like
the fabulous coffee on site, the festival has an
intense local ﬂavour and a richness that has
earned it an international reputation. All this
amid sand, surf and under skies that take your
breath away, just ﬁve minutes from the heart
of town.
Among more than 100 authors participating in
the festival, expect to ﬁnd the biggest names
in Australian contemporary writing, alongside
compelling new voices. For those who have
an urge to write, the festival is preceded by
ﬁve days of workshops conducted by bookindustry professionals.

Admission to events held at the Byron Bay
Writers Festival site is by 3-Day or 1-Day Pass.
Tickets may also be purchased for a range of
feature events and single sessions at selected
external venues. If you’re travelling with
children, Festival Saturday has a venue devoted
entirely to the best kids’ authors.
Festival dates, information and tickets are
available at www.byronbaywritersfestival.com
or telephone Jetset Byron Bay (02) 6685 6262.

Fatherhood Festival
SEPTEMBER
At last, a festival to celebrate the most
important men in our lives – our dads. It’s
not just fathers who are invited – mothers,
grandparents and children are all welcome
at this relaxed family celebration.
The Fatherhood Festival (1–3 September)
celebrates families and their achievements
through music, stories, dance, visual arts,
ﬁlms and seminars. There’s a special focus
on the role of fathers, both today and in
the future. Spread over three locations –
Bangalow, Byron Bay and Lismore – the
festival includes something for everyone,
including a contemporary music concert at
Lismore Town Hall, a ﬁlm festival in Byron
Bay, children’s entertainment and exhibitions
of sculpture, photography and art.
For information contact The Fatherhood
Project, telephone: (02) 6688 4357, web:
www.fatherhoodfestival.com/community.html

Byron Bay Holiday Parks

Accommodation

HHHI

Suffolk Park Holiday Park, First Sun Holiday Park and Clarkes Beach Holiday Park
Three stunning caravan parks in one beautiful
location. Under the trees at Clarkes Beach
Holiday Park, by the sea at Suffolk Park Holiday
Park, or in the heart of the vibrant town centre at
First Sun Holiday Park. Wherever you´re staying,
you’ll be comfortable in one of our cabins, using
a powered site or camping under the stars. Each
park offers all the amenities to make your stay in
Byron Bay one to remember.

Suffolk Park Holiday Park
Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park
Telephone (02) 6685 3353

Byron Hinterland

Byron Bay

Peppers Casuarina Lodge
Byron Hinterland

Accommodation

HHHHI

Peppers Casuarina Lodge is set within the natural
beauty of the lush rainforest hinterland that
surrounds one of Australia´s most beautiful
places, Byron Bay. Here you´ll find serenity,
seclusion and an escape from the stresses of
city life.
Newes Road, Coorabell
Telephone (02) 6684 7348
www.peppers.com.au

First Sun Holiday Park
Lawson Street, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6685 6544

Clarkes Beach Holiday Park
Off Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6685 6496
www.bshp.com.au

Accommodation

Breakfree Eco Beach

HHHH

Byron Bay Cycle Tours and Holidays

Enjoy the beautiful northern NSW climate from
your breezy, contemporary studio or 1-bedroom
suite with balcony or courtyard, have a dip in the
pool or take a short stroll to the beach, cafés,
restaurants, boutiques.

Tourism NSW Award-winning cycle tours and
holidays in Byron Bay’s hinterland. Licensed
National Parks operator. Hiking trips available.

35 Shirley Street, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6639 5700
www.ecobeachbyron.com.au

Byron Information Centre pick-up, Byron Bay
Telephone 1800 122 504
www.mountainbiketours.com.au

Rates: From $156 to $367 per room per night*

5%*
Rates: From Adult $99 pp day tour, Concession
5%*

Brunswick Heads Holiday Parks

Accommodation

HHHI

Massey Greene, Terrace Reserve and Ferry Reserve Holiday Parks
Imagine this: the tranquillity of the Brunswick
River meandering past one of three caravan parks
on its way to the nearby township of Brunswick
Heads.
Whether you want to fish, swim or just read a
book, this is the perfect place for a relaxing
family holiday. Cabins, powered sites and
camping areas are available.

Tour

Mountain Bike Tours NSW

Massey Greene Holiday Park
Tweed Street, Brunswick Heads
Telephone (02) 6685 1329

Terrace Reserve Holiday Park
Fingal Street, Brunswick Heads
Telephone (02) 6685 1233

Ferry Reserve Holiday Park
Pacific Highway, Brunswick Heads
Telephone (02) 6685 1872
www.bshp.com.au

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
BYRON
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Byron Bay

Attraction / Activities

Byron Bay

Accommodation

HHHHH

The Crystal Castle

The Byron at Byron
Resort and Spa

A place of magic and wonder, 5 times winner of
Regional Tourism Awards. Australia’s most
amazing crystals and jewellery. Café with great
food, panoramic views. Labyrinth, aura photos,
bookstore, playground, tarot and astrology.

Set within a stunning 45-acre lush rainforest,
only 5 minutes south of the Byron Bay township
and moments from Tallow Beach, the resort
offers a beautiful Byron Bay experience with 92
luxury suites, day spa and restaurant.

81 Monet Drive, Mullumbimby
Telephone (02) 6684 3111
www.crystalcastle.net

77-97 Broken Head Road, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6639 2000 or 1300 554 362
www.thebyronatbyron.com.au

Rates: From Adult $8, Child $6, Concession $6**

Rates: From $180 per room per night*

Byron Bay

Accommodation

Byron Hinterland Accommodation Group
Nestled in the hills behind Byron is a subtropical
hinterland with a diverse and beautiful landscape.
Within this region, Byron Hinterland
Accommodation Group enables you to soak up
peace, tranquillity and relaxed hospitality in
secluded B&Bs, cottages and farmstays.

www.byronhinterland.com.au

Byron Bay

Accommodation

Management Rights Association - Northern Rivers
Why stay at a property that is managed on-site?

Byron Bay Accommodation

* On-the-spot services and prompt attention.

* Get personalised service.

* Self-contained for independence.

* Available in a variety of locations.

* Meet the people who made your booking.

* Plenty of living space for a longer stay.

* Save money by dealing directly.

* Well maintained apartments and grounds.

Byron Bay NSW
www.byroncoastaccommodation.com.au
Rates: From $155 per room per night*

Byron Bay

Byron Quarter
Holiday Apartments

Accommodation

HHHH

Byron Bay

Oasis Resort and Treetop
Houses Byron Bay

Accommodation

HHHI

Byron Bay

Accommodation

Byron Lakeside
Holiday Apartments

HHHH

Conveniently located in Byron´s CBD, Byron
Quarter offers 23 individually decorated, selfcatering 1- and 2-bedroom apartments, all with
complimentary secure parking and just 300 m
from Main Beach.

Tranquil, spacious, self-contained apartments
and holiday houses. Austar TV, A/C, heated pool,
sauna, spa, gym, BBQs, tennis, full resort
facilities, direct access to Tallow Beach and only
minutes from the centre of Byron Bay.

Set in landscaped gardens with a large salt-water
pool, Byron Lakeside is located in a quieter part
of town but is accessible to shops, restaurants,
beaches and all that Byron Bay has to offer.

8 Byron Street, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6680 9900
info@byronquarter.com.au

24 Scott Street, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6685 7390 or 1800 336 129
info@byronbayoasisresort.com.au

5-7 Old Bangalow Road, Byron Bay
Telephone (02) 6680 9244
www.byronlakeside.com

Rates: From $115 to $425 per room per night*

Rates: From Adult $175**

Rates: From $155 to $375 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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The Tweed
Nestled in the Southern Hemisphere’s biggest eroded crater, The Tweed is a fertile
wonderland that has some of Australia’s greatest biodiversity.
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MUST SEE AND DO
Catch an exhibition at the acclaimed
new Tweed River Art Gallery near
Murwillumbah.
Tantalise your tastebuds with the
exotic tastes of Tropical Fruit World
near Kingscliff.
Explore the Art Deco delights of
Murwillumbah on the historic
walking trail.
Hire a tinny and throw out a line in
the scenic Terranora Inlet.
Enjoy a riverside meal at the
picturesque Tumbulgum Hotel.
Snorkel or dive with the turtles at
the Cook Island Marine Reserve.

top l – r: Clarrie Hall Dam, Tweed Valley;
Fingal Beach; Fishing on Tweed River, Trevor
Worden; Salt Beach House, Kingscliff
far right: Casuarina Beach
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THE TWEED

Natural wonders
While its lush wilderness is home to an
amazing variety of plants and animals, that’s
just the start of The Tweed’s charms. With more
than 37 km of unspoilt coastline and a subtropical climate with cooling offshore breezes,
The Tweed is a haven for holidaymakers. Explore
its quiet estuaries, charming villages and
deserted beaches, just perfect for sunset walks.

Ancient volcano
Located in the remnants of an ancient volcano,
with Mt Warning at its centre, The Tweed’s
rich soils have created a ﬂourishing landscape,
much of which forms part of the World
Heritage-listed Central Eastern Rainforest
Reserves of Australia.
Mount Warning National Park, 17 km southwest of Murwillumbah, has signiﬁcant
Aboriginal sites and a 4 km walk that takes you
through three types of rainforest. Border Ranges
National Park, 45 km west of Murwillumbah, is
home to Antarctic beech trees more than 1000
years old. Take The Tweed Scenic Drive, which
has magniﬁcent views over Mt Warning and
the Tweed Valley down to the coast.

Exploring the river
Winding its way through the scenic Tweed
Valley, the mighty Tweed River has inlets and
wetland areas teeming with wildlife. Take a
relaxing cruise from Tweed Heads, or hire a
houseboat and discover the river for yourself.
Highlights include watching the dolphins play
around Ukerabagh Island and mud-crab
hunting on rainforest-covered Stotts Island.

Birdwatching
The Tweed is a birdwatcher’s paradise, with
more than 200 species in the hinterland, as well
as wading birds that ﬂy in from as far away as
Siberia. Try your luck at Fingal Headland, 7 km
south of Tweed Heads; Terranora Inlet, 10 km
west of Tweed Heads; or Crams Farm Picnic
Area on the banks of the Clarrie Hall Dam
(45 km west of Murwillumbah).
Scenic drives
The best way to explore the area’s many
attractions is to take a scenic tourist drive.
Route 34, the Mountain Village Tourist Drive,
passes through the delightful villages of
Murwillumbah and Chillingham, past B&Bs at
Crystal Creek, and the Chillingham volcanics,
where rainforest clings to ancient rocks.
Route 38, the Tweed Coast Way, follows 35 km
of coastline from Fingal to Pottsville, past
unspoilt beaches, and holiday parks that range
from ﬁve-star to camping sites. Stop at one of
Kingscliff’s stylish cafés, pick up fresh produce
at roadside stalls and take a walk through the
remnant coastal rainforest at Fingal Lighthouse.

Flying visits
One of the beauties of The Tweed is its
accessibility. Situated between the Gold
Coast and Byron Bay, it’s an hour’s drive from
Brisbane, and minutes from Gold Coast Airport.
For further information, contact
the Tweed & Coolangatta Tourism,
telephone: 1800 674 414, or visit our website:
www.tweedcoolangatta.com.au

The New Tweed Coast
From Kingscliff to Cabarita, explore the delights of the
New Tweed Coast.
MUST SEE AND DO

Hot spots

Feast on ocean-fresh seafood
at Tweed Harbour.

The seaside towns of Kingscliff and Cabarita
rank among The Tweed’s best kept secrets.
Long treasured by the locals, the laid-back
vibe and stunning scenery have remained
undiscovered by most visitors – until now.
With the advent of a new generation
of designer getaways featuring ﬁve-star
amenities, these tranquil seaside towns have
reinvented themselves as the New Tweed
Coast’s hottest destinations.

Explore the area’s history at
Murwillumbah’s World Heritage
Rainforest Centre.
Go bargain hunting at one of the
area’s many weekend markets.
Visit the miniature horses and cows
at Crystal Creek near Murwillumbah.
Cycle through the wetlands and heath
at Pottsville Environment Park.

EVENTS
June: Wintersun Rock’n’Roll Revival
Festival, Tweed Heads. This nostalgia
festival includes hot rods, bands,
dancing and movies.
September: Kingscliff Art, Food and All
That Jazz Festival. A colourful street
carnival that celebrates all those
things and more; Speed on Tweed
Festival, Murwillumbah – racing in the
streets and food stalls; and Tyalgum
Classical Music Festival, world-class
performances in a 100-year-old
country hall.
October: Wollumbin Indigenous Festival
– cultural performances and workshops.

The New Tweed Coast has all the up-todate services and conveniences: you’ll ﬁnd a
world-class health spa, blue-chip conference
facilities, a state-of-the-art Rec Club and
celebrated restaurants and bars – all on
your doorstep.
Developments such as Salt at Kingscliff
and Casuarina at Cabarita boast an array
of sophisticated cafés and bars, restaurants
and boutique shopping, as well as a range of
luxury accommodation. Choose from ornate
villas and stylish apartments, ﬁve-star hotels
and upmarket beach shacks – all surrounded
by a wonderful coastal landscape.
There’s plenty to keep you occupied during
your stay on the New Tweed Coast. Nestled
in a gigantic natural bowl created by what
was once one of the largest volcanos in the
world, the area contains World Heritagelisted mountains and several national
parks. There are so many ways to explore
the neighbourhood. Hike up Mt Warning
to enjoy the views, kayak or canoe along

the scenic Cudgen Creek, or cycle the area’s
numerous bike trails, including the scenic 7 km
trail connecting Salt and Casuarina.
If you want to take some time out, ﬁnd a
quiet surﬁng cove, headland or green space,
and feel your cares drift away. Or take a stroll
on one of the many pristine beaches –
wherever you are, you’re never more than
ﬁve minutes away from a beachfront. You’ll
feel you’ve dropped off the end of the world.
It’s easy to forget you’re only 75 minutes’
drive from Brisbane and only 15 minutes
from the Gold Coast Airport – getting here
has never been easier.
For further information, contact Salt Village
Information, telephone: 1300 225 572,
and Casuarina Beach Information,
telephone: 1800 882 360, or visit our
website: www.newtweedcoast.com

THE TWEED
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Twin Towns Clubs and Resorts
Flanked by sweeping beaches and the sparkling Tweed River, Twin Towns
Clubs and Resorts has it all.

Something for everyone
Twin Town Clubs and Resorts is the all-in-one
holiday destination on the Tweed Coast.
With the opening of an additional 18-storey
accommodation tower, complete with
indoor swimming pool, mini putt-putt golf
course, gymnasium and tennis courts, the
Tweed’s favourite destination is now even
more exciting.
With luxurious four-and-a-half-star rooms, a
huge variety of holiday activities and even a
children’s fully supervised club called ‘Kidspace’
– featuring a mini-theatre, DVD and electronic
games, activities area with netball, volleyball,
basketball and a ‘sleeping cave’ – a stay at Twin
Towns has everything you need.
The Resort is located on the Tweed River and
overlooks some of the most beautiful beaches
on the Gold Coast. Guests can also take advantage of Twin Towns’ sister club, Club Banora,
with its varied program of activities: whether
it’s a game of tennis or bowls, a round of
golf on the 18-hole golf course, or laps in the
Olympic-sized swimming pool, there are plenty
of ways to stay ﬁt or just have fun.
Twin Towns boasts seven dining venues – from
casual coffee shops to alfresco waterfront or à
la carte ﬁne dining, you’re guaranteed to ﬁnd
an option to suit your mood and your budget.

top: Aerial view, The Tweed
bottom: Enjoying alfresco dining at Signatures
restaurant, the Resort
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TWIN TOWNS CLUBS AND RESORTS

A great night out
Evenings are for catching a great show. While
there’s plenty of free live entertainment
provided every day and night, Twin Towns’
1050-seat showroom has become part of the
national touring circuit for the hottest international and national acts.
The constantly changing weekly program
features everything from morning and afternoon concerts to tribute nights. And if you
have something to celebrate – a wedding or
birthday, for instance – Twin Towns can design
an event just for you.

They also host conferences and functions.
Twin Towns is truly an all-in-one experience.
So come along and enjoy the best night out
on the coast.
For further information, contact:
Twin Towns, telephone: (07) 5536 2277, or
the Resort, telephone: 1800 19 20 20;
web: www.twintowns.com.au

Murwillumbah

Hillcrest Mountain
View Retreat

Accommodation

HHHHH

Attraction / Activities

Kingscliff

Accommodation

HHHH

Tweed & Coolangatta Tourism

BreakFree Paradiso

Multi tourism award-winning romantic getaway
for couples. Enjoy peace, privacy, luxury double
spa baths, massage, solar-heated pool, A/C, wood
fire, spectacular views from Mt Warning to the
Springbrook Rainforest and jolly good food.

For the best information about attractions and
tours in the Tweed, visit one of our Visitor
Centres. Learn all about the World Heritage
rainforests of the region at the Murwillumbah
interpretive centre. Book accommodation online.

Located opposite the beach and in the heart of
the restaurant and café strip. Balinese-inspired
spacious apartments provide a perfect home
away from home. Resort facilities include a
heated pool and spa, sauna and gymnasium.

Upper Crystal Creek Road, Crystal Creek
Telephone (02) 6679 1023
www.hillcrestretreat.com

Alma Street, Murwillumbah
Telephone 1800 674 414
www.tweedtourism.com.au

78-80 Marine Parade, Kingscliff
Telephone (02) 6674 5744
www.paradisoapartments.com.au

Rates: From $160 to $350 per room per night*

Rates: From $192 to $410 per room per night*

Casuarina Beach

Accommodation

Domain Casuarina Beach Resort
Experience the pristine beaches of Casuarina
Beach on the New Tweed Coast. This awardwinning community has been designed as the
quintessential Australian beach town.
Select your accommodation from the cool,
contemporary feel of a Mainwaring Apartment to
the Balinese-inspired sophistication of Santai
Apartments; from the spacious, dramatic Beach

Houses to luxurious designer Villas. There are
elegant beachside abodes to suit everyone’s
taste.
Wherever you stay at Casuarina Beach, you´re
always close to the vibrant community heart
that includes shops, tennis courts, a swimming
pool, a hi-tech gymnasium, cocktail bar and
lounge, gourmet deli and café.

This a world-class resort on one of Australia´s
most beautiful stretches of coastline. From
where you stay to how you play, Casuarina
Beach is the place to enjoy that well deserved
getaway.
Casuarina Beach
Telephone 1800 882 360
www.domainresorts.com

Tweed Coast

Accommodation

Tweed Coast Holiday Parks
Come and experience all that our beautiful
Tweed region has to offer. From stunning surf
beaches to safe swimming creeks and great
fishing spots, you´ll find everything you need for
a fantastic holiday. The Tweed is well known for
its impressive waterways, and our picturesque
towns, villages and surrounding mountain ranges
help to make this one of Australia´s most diverse
and attractive areas.

Bordering the Gold Coast, with Brisbane just over
an hour away, the Tweed is well served by
restaurants and shopping centres, and is
renowned for its licensed clubs. With such
beautiful natural resources, plenty of
entertainment and a balmy subtropical climate,
it´s not difficult to see why The Tweed is such a
popular destination.

Well situated close to surf beaches, rivers and all
amenities, our holiday parks will provide you
with a perfect home away from home, whether
it´s for a weekend break or a family holiday.
Come and visit Tweed Coast Holiday Parks.

Telephone (07) 5523 4111
www.tchp.com.au

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
THE TWEED
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Kingscliff

Accommodation

HHHHI

Peppers Salt Resort & Spa
Discover the ultimate in beach holiday
indulgence, at the newly opened Peppers Salt
Resort & Spa on Kingscliff Beach.
With absolute ocean frontage, the 345-room
resort combines northern New South Wales´s
seaside village charm with all the luxuries
expected of one of Australia´s leading resorts.
Beautifully decorated, self-contained suites, from

1 to 3 bedrooms, including deluxe Beach House
suites offering stunning ocean views.
Roughie´s Restaurant & Bar offers gourmet
cuisine in a sophisticated casual atmosphere.
Golden Door Spa, set among beautiful gardens,
features 16 rooms with an extensive range of
massage and beauty treatments.

Kingscliff

The resort is a short stroll to restaurants, bars,
family activities and all the facilities of Salt
Village. Just 15 minutes south of Gold Coast
Airport and within easy reach of Byron Bay.

Bells Boulevard, Salt Village, Kingscliff
Telephone (02) 6674 7777
www.peppers.com.au

Accommodation

HHHHI

Mantra on Salt Beach
Mantra on Salt Beach, Kingscliff, offers
sheer beachfront bliss. With beautifully
appointed suites, kitchen and laundry facilities,
furnished in modern, rich chocolate tones,
the resort offers elegance and style with
sweeping easterly views of the Pacific.

many recreational choices including a variety of
beach sports and a choice of lagoon pools and
tennis courts. A dedicated surf lifesaving club is
located at the resort, together with the fabulous
Saltbar restaurant plus dining and retail outlets
at Salt Village.

Set within hectares of parkland, Mantra offers
guests

Mantra on Salt Beach is just two minutes’ drive
south of the thriving seaside village of Kingscliff,

Cabarita Beach

which boasts cosmopolitan cafés, restaurants
and casual pubs, and it’s only 15 minutes’ drive
south of Gold Coast Airport on the stunning
Tweed Coast.
Gunnamatta Avenue, Kingscliff
Telephone 131 517
www.mantraonsaltbeach.com.au
Rates: From $179 to $572 per room per night*

Accommodation

HHHH

The Hideaway
Cabarita Beach is the jewel of the Tweed Coast,
and one of the finest beaches along the east
coast of Australia. The village is protected by
Norries Headland, while the beach is patrolled by
surf lifesavers.

International Airport. We offer 15 fully selfcontained 1- and 2-room units, including a
luxury suite, all set in palm gardens around the
pool, with the beach behind.

The Hideaway is a secluded natural paradise
located right on the beach in the village centre.
And it’s only 20 minutes from Coolangatta

The Hideaway is the ideal place to just relax, dig
your toes in the sand and lose track of what day
it is.

We also host beach weddings and conferences.
You’re always welcome to have a look around.

21 Cypress Crescent, Cabarita Beach
Telephone (02) 6676 1444
www.cababeach.com.au
Rates: From $104 to $290 per room per night*

* Prices are valid at date of publication, October 2007 and are subject to change. Accommodation prices based on twin/double share (unless otherwise stated)
and subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply, please contact service provider for a complete list of terms and conditions.
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Rainforest Way
the way to the rainforests
;kbl[Zg^

More than just a way to the rainforests, the
Rainforest Way is a perfect way to experience
the region. This scenic touring route winds
through national parks, rainforests, rivers and
heritage towns.
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With the great caldera of Mt Warning in
northern NSW as its hub, the Rainforest Way
explores the World Heritage-listed Central
Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia. Crisscrossing the NSW–Queensland border, this
collection of touring routes provides easy
access to the rainforest experience.

GB@AM<:IGI

MHHGNF;:KGI
R:;;K:GI

<hheZg`ZmmZ
Mp^^]
A^Z]l

Loops on the Way
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Mallanganee link
Stretching between Casino and Urbenville,
this 121 km route explores pretty rural
landscapes among the foothills of the Great
Dividing Range. Atop the Richmond Range, the
Mallanganee lookout and picnic area provides
a spectacular view across the valleys of the
distant volcanic plugs forming the mountains
of the Rainforest Way.
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RAINFOREST WAY

Lions Road
Built as a Lions Club project to allow access
to the rainforests, the 68 km Lions Road crisscrosses Running Creek and Grady’s Creek on
the NSW–Queensland border at the famous
tick gate. A highlight of this scenic drive is the
spectacular engineering feat of the spiral
Border Loop – a treat for rail enthusiasts. To
enable trains to cross the Border Ranges, rail
engineers had to ﬁnd a means of gaining
altitude at a reasonable gradient.

top l – r: Blackbutts Lookout, Border Ranges
National Park; Hamilton Lund; Elebana Falls,
Lamington National Park; Nightcap National
Park, Hamilton Lund

Tamborine Circuit
Part of a scenic loop into the hinterland of
Queensland’s Gold Coast, this route begins in
Nerang and follows part of the local Tourist
Drive 8 towards Canungra and Tamborine
Mountain – a pretty holiday community with
cafés, gift shops and a village atmosphere.
There are well deﬁned rainforest walks, and
a variety of good local food and wines on
sale in the area.
Main Range
This route takes you to the beautiful town
of Boonah, with its distinctive heritage
architecture, located in the foothills 42 km
west of Beaudesert. Nearby is Mount French
National Park, which offers spectacular
lookouts and excellent rock climbing at Frog
Buttress. Stop at Carrs Lookout, 54 km from
Boonah on the way to Queen Mary and
Teviot Falls, for views of the headwaters of
the Condamine River, the origin of the mighty
Murray, Australia’s longest river. The route
to Boonah takes you through rich farmland,
punctuated by pockets of rainforest.
Mt Warning View Circuit
The Circuit follows the base of Mt Warning,
providing picturesque views of both the valley
and the rim of the caldera. Meander through
historic villages such as Uki and Tyalgum, with
cafés and galleries or walk through the eucalypt forest in Mebbin National Park. To learn
more about the creation of this magniﬁcent
landscape, visit the World Heritage Rainforest
Information Centre in Murwillumbah.

Minyon Falls
Travelling north from Lismore takes you to the
township of Nimbin, renowned for the 1970s
Aquarius Festival and the alternative lifestyle.
The route then passes Protestor Falls and winds
through picture-postcard villages including
The Channon, which hosts famous monthly
markets, before arriving at Nightcap National
Park. Take a walk or enjoy Minyon Falls, which
plunge more than 100 m from the rim of the
ridge to the valley ﬂoor.
Tweed Range Scenic Drive
For a route through spectacular rainforests that
also offer unforgettable vistas of Mt Warning
and the caldera, try the Tweed Range Scenic
Drive. This, mostly gravel, 90 km drive (best
approached from north of Kyogle) shows the
towering spire of the mountain standing in
stark relief against the vastness of the caldera,
the mosaic of farmlands and the deep green
of the rainforest, especially from the Pinnacle
Lookout. Take one of the short walks at Brindle
Creek or Bar Mountain for awe-inspiring views
over the Lost World Wilderness from the
Antarctic Beech picnic area.
For further information visit our website:
www.rainforestway.com.au
Please note: This information is not intended
for use as an independent touring guide.
Visitors are advised to seek more detailed
information on the individual park and
road conditions before embarking on the
Rainforest Way.

RICHMOND VALLEY
the valley of surprises
Leave the Paciﬁc Highway at
Woodburn and be surprised by this
alternative way north through the
Richmond Valley. Well endowed with
a variety of habitats and landforms,
national parks and nature reserves
– a tour of the Valley is made easy by
the picnic and BBQ areas provided at
many beauty spots.
Casino Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: (02) 6662 3566;
www.richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/
tourism

KYOGLE
gateway to the rainforests
Kyogle’s ancient gallery of natural
wonders greets you at every turn.
Drive, walk or ride through an
exquisite canvas painted in a rich
palette of colours and textures.
Kyogle Visitor Information Centre,
telephone: (02) 6632 1611

BEAUDESERT SHIRE
Queensland’s hidden oasis
Take a leisurely drive amid rainforests,
mountains, wineries and weekend
markets. Visit galleries and stay in
campsites, B&Bs, eco-retreats and
5-star resorts.
Beaudesert Shire,
telephone: 1300 881 164
www.queenslandshiddenoasis.com

RAINFOREST WAY
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Events
October
4 – 6 October 2007
Old Bar – near Taree
Old Bar Festival
Polish your Kombi van and head to Old Bar
for the classic ‘summer holiday’ to celebrate
everything that’s old and familiar.
25 – 28 October 2007 Coffs Coast
Coffs Food and Wine Festival
Bursting with market stalls representing the
area’s restaurants, wineries, and provedors,
visitors can feast on a selection of the best
local produce from wineries and growers.
27 October 2007 Pokolbin
Jazz in the Vines
Jazz in the Vines, Tyrrell’s Vineyard, is a picnic
day with fantastic food from many of the area’s
restaurants and produce and wines from many
of the ﬁnest Hunter Valley wineries. Enjoy
funky jazz in a relaxed atmosphere.

November
1 – 3 November 2007 Grafton
Jacaranda Festival
Australia’s oldest ﬂoral family festival takes
place when the city is blanketed in the mauve
of jacarandas. Street carnivals, exhibitions and
dragon boat racing.

top l – r: Ballina Rivafest; Lismore Lantern
Parade; Celtic Thunder in Coffs Harbour;
Hunter Valley Steamfest in Maitland
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18 November 2007 Ballina
Ballina Rivafest
The Richmond River takes centre stage. Set the
heart racing watching the almighty ‘Thundercats’
– inﬂatable boats with high-powered motors – or
relax and enjoy ﬁne food and entertainment.

February

December

March

31 December 2007 Forster / Tuncurry
New Year’s Eve Forster / Tuncurry
One of the largest New Year’s Eve events on
the North Coast, this colourful celebration
features concerts, a variety of performances
and a spectacular ﬁreworks display.

9 March 2008 Lake Macquarie
Loop The Lake
Recreational charity bike ride around
Lake Macquarie.

January
2 January 2008 Coffs Harbour
Pittwater to Coffs Harbour Yacht Race
and Festival of Sail
From 2 January more than 60 yachts race
north to Coffs Harbour in this major sailing
event. A day or two later celebrations in Coffs
Harbour include: sand-modelling competition; movies on the beach; ﬁreworks; and the
spectacle of the spinnakers in the Solitary
Island Race.
January 2008 Taree
Manning River Summer Festival
This aquatic and family fun event celebrates all
aspects of life on the river and includes round
one of the F1 Superboat Series, the Manning
Sailing Marathon Regatta and Craftathon and
Rowing Regatta.

16 – 17 February 2008 South West Rocks
Trial Bay Triathlon
The fastest growing triathlon on the
East Coast of Australia is set in the superb
natural beauty of South West Rocks.

16 March 2008 Bobs Farm –
near Nelson Bay
Annual Jazz at the Winery
Bring a chair or rug and relax to the sounds
of great Australian jazz in the natural
amphitheatre of the winery picnic grounds.
20 – 24 March 2008 Byron Bay
East Coast Blues and Roots Festival
Five days of great live music, food and
entertainment. Wicked music and sinful
food in a heavenly location.
21 – 23 March 2008 Maclean
Maclean Highland Gathering
Immerse yourself in Scottish culture with
pipe bands, dancers and Highland sports.

March – April 2008 Dungog
Dungog Shire Autumn Festival
For ﬁve weekends the shire celebrates the
colourful splendour of autumn.

March – April 2008 Newcastle
Vodafone Surfest
The longest-running international surf competition in Australia, this is the State’s only
Association of Surﬁng Professionals’ (ASP)
endorsed competition for men and women.

May 2008 Gloucester
Shakespeare on Avon Festival
For lovers of Shakespeare, this event brings
the Bard to life and features a village fair with
market stalls, music, wine, food, medieval
jousting and children’s rides.

April

June

27 – 28 September 2006
Ulmarra – near Grafton
Ulmarra Festival of the River
A celebration of the rich river heritage of this
19th century port village on the banks of the
Clarence River.

18 – 20 April 2008 Maitland
Hunter Valley Steamfest
‘Australia’s premier festival of steam’ – steam
and vintage diesel train excursions, the Great
Train Race, traction engines and miniature
steam engines.

28 September – 6 October 2008
Coffs Harbour and Sawtell
15 June 2008 Lismore
Coffs Coast International Buskers and
Lismore Lantern Parade
Comedy Festival
The Lismore Lantern Parade is a Winter Solstice
Eight days of fun, comedy and fabulous street
celebration that features dance, lanterns, ﬁre
theatre including contortionists, clowns, roving
and pyrotechnics. This year’s performance
artists and yo-yo tricksters. Enjoy music and
‘Mythlines’ takes you on a magical journey
visual treats such as indoor water-ballet.
through myth and fairytale with a 250-metre
parade of hand-crafted lanterns and giant
illuminated puppets. The parade weaves
through the streets of Lismore before
arriving at Riverside Park for a grand ﬁnale.

May

July

17 – 18 May 2008 Lovedale

25 – 27 July 2008 Byron Bay
Byron Bay Writers Festival
Audiences travel from all over Australia to take
part in workshops, join panel discussions, experience theatre and enjoy poetry readings.

6 April 2008 Port Macquarie
Ironman Australia Triathlon
This international even attracts more than
1,500 competitors from all over the world.

Lovedale Long Lunch
A progressive lunch where visitors make their
way around seven participating wineries and
enjoy gourmet food and wine, fabulous music,
entertainment and art.
30 May – 9 June 2008 Tweed Heads /
Coolangatta
Wintersun Rock’n’Roll Revival Festival
Wintersun is Australia’s leading retro nostalgia
festival featuring more than 1,000 hot rods,
custom and classic cars, bands and performers.

September
5 – 7 September 2008 Bangalow
The Fatherhood Festival
This unique community festival celebrates
fathers and families. Featuring headline
contemporary musicians and performers, chefs,
a national arts exhibition and comedy acts.

EVENTS
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Traveller information
Find out more on the web
Looking for information about
holidaying in New South Wales?
To help plan a great trip to any
part of New South Wales go to
www.visitnsw.com.au
More than 5,000 accommodation
choices are listed, from boutique
hotels and resorts, to beach
getaways and country retreats.
The best attractions in the State
are here, the museums, art galleries,
wineries, zoos and national parks

that add so much to your trip.
And there are 500 tours to help
you get out and explore the best of
New South Wales with the experts.

And if you want to plan a driving
holiday, then follow our driving
directions to plan your travel route
around New South Wales.

At any time of the year there
are great local events to enjoy
from wine shows to music
festivals, rodeos and campdrafts,
to whale-watching as well as
sporting and cultural celebrations.
Check the events section on the
website for full details.

Sign up for the latest deals
To keep up with the latest travel
tips and best holiday deals in New
South Wales, join our Escapes
club. Not only will you receive
our monthly e-news bulletin, but
you’ll have the chance to win
some great travel prizes.

www.visitnsw.com.au
Visitor safety tips
Driving and motorcycle riding
In NSW, seatbelt-wearing is compulsory as are child restraints and
baby capsules. It is illegal to leave
a child unattended in a vehicle. For
motorcyclists, crash helmets are
mandatory. The signposted speed
limit is the maximum driving
speed allowable, but some towns
have streets with a 50 km/h speed
limit which applies in all built-up
areas. Reduced speeds at school
zones, road works and other special
areas still apply. Blood alcohol limit
for drivers is 0.05% and zero for Land P-plate drivers. A major cause
of death and injury is driving while
fatigued. Ensure you are well rested
before undertaking a long trip and
take a break every two hours.
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Road conditions in NSW can vary
from multi-lane motorways to
single-lane roads. Some roads may
be gravel or compacted earth, with
narrow with unstable edges. Drive
slowly on narrow bridges and be
aware of hazards such as ﬂooded
roads which may have a current
capable of sweeping your vehicle
away. Don’t take the chance, use an
alternative route.
Watch out for kangaroos, livestock
and other animals on the road.
Apart from the suffering you may
cause the animal, even a wallaby
can seriously damage your car and
injure you and your occupants. The
most active time for kangaroos
and wallabies is sunrise and sunset.

If a kangaroo crosses in front of
you, reduce speed and do not
swerve suddenly because you may
roll your vehicle.

Water safety
Check if the beach is patrolled
by lifesavers before swimming
and do so only between the red
and yellow ﬂags. Many surﬁng
spots have strong currents called
rips. If caught in a rip don’t panic
but swim along with the rip, not
against it, and raise your hand.
Be very careful when swimming in
isolated locations in rivers, creeks
and waterholes, especially if you
have children with you. Do not dive
off rocks into natural pools which
may be too shallow as this can

cause permanent spinal injuries.
Don’t swim or surf after dark, or if
under the inﬂuence of alcohol.

In the bush
If embarking on a bushwalk, always
tell someone where you are going
and be prepared for unexpected
weather. Check the degree of
difﬁculty of your walk: the scale
is from 1–5, with ﬁve the hardest.
Never walk alone and always take
sufﬁcient water for the duration
of the walk. Limit your use of ﬁre
and seek information on conditions from the ranger station or
visitor information centre. Carry
a mobile phone if you’re within
range of a network.
In an emergency, telephone 000.

Visitor Information Centres
When you are on the road look for the distinctive blue and yellow visitor information symbol and call
into a NSW Accredited Visitor Information Centre for travel advice and to ﬁnd out what you need to
know about places to stay and things to see and do. Opening hours are 9am - 5pm, every day.

Central Coast
Terrigal Visitor Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 130 708
Rotary Park, Terrigal Drive,
Terrigal
www.visitcentralcoast.com.au
The Entrance Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 130 708
Marine Parade,
The Entrance
www.visitcentralcoast.com.au

The Hunter
Lake Macquarie Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 802 044
228-234 Paciﬁc Highway,
Swansea
www.visitlakemac.com.au
Newcastle Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 654 558
361 Hunter Street,
Newcastle
www.visitnewcastle.com.au
Hunter Valley Wine Country
Tourism Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: (02) 4990 0900
455 Wine Country Drive, Pokolbin
www.winecountry.com.au
Visitor Information Centre
Maitland
Telephone: 1300 652 320
Cnr New England Highway and
High Street, Maitland
www.hunterrivercountry.com.au
Singleton Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 449 888
3-9 George Street, Singleton
www.hunterheartland.com.au

Dungog Visitor Information
Centre
Telephone: 1300 130 647
Corner Dowling and Brown Streets,
Dungog
www.barringtontopstourism.com.au
Muswellbrook Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 065 773
87 Hill Street, Muswellbrook
www.muswellbrook.org.au
Scone Visitor Information
Centre
Telephone: (02) 6545 1526
Cnr Kelly & Susan Streets, Scone
www.horsecapital.com.au

21 Manning River Drive, Taree
www.manningvalley.info

Kew Visitor Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 303 154
Paciﬁc Highway, Kew
www.portmacquarieinfo.com.au
Greater Port Macquarie Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 303 155
Cnr Gordon and Gore Streets,
Port Macquarie
www.portmacquarieinfo.com.au
Kempsey Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 642 480
South Kempsey Park,
Paciﬁc Highway, Sth. Kempsey
www.macleayvalleycoast.com.au

Gloucester Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 130 647
Nambucca Valley Visitor
27 Denison Street, Gloucester
Information Centre
www.barringtontopstourism.com.au
Telephone: 02 6568 6954
Riverside Drive,
Mid-North Coast
Nambucca Heads
NSW
www.nambuccatourism.com
Port Stephens Visitor
Bellingen Shire Visitor
Information Centre
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 808 900
Telephone: (02) 6655 5711
Cnr Victoria Parade and
Paciﬁc Highway, Urunga
Teramby Road, Nelson Bay
www.bellingermagic.com
www.portstephens.org.au
Bulahdelah Visitor Information
Centre
Telephone: 1800 802 692
8 Crawford Street, Bulahdelah
www.greatlakes.org.au
Forster Visitor Information
Centre
Telephone: 1800 802 692
2 Little Street, Forster
www.greatlakes.org.au
Manning Valley Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 182 733

Coffs Coast Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1300 369 070
Cnr Paciﬁc Highway and
McLean Street, Coffs Harbour
www.coffscoast.com.au

Northern Rivers
Clarence River Visitor Information
Centre (Grafton)
Telephone: (02) 6642 4677
Cnr Spring Street and Paciﬁc
Highway, Grafton
www.clarencetourism.com

Clarence Coast Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: (02) 6645 4121
Paciﬁc Highway Ferry Park,
Maclean
www.clarencetourism.com
Ballina Visitor Information Centre
Telephone: (02) 6686 3484
Cnr River Street and Las Balsas
Plaza, Ballina
www.discoverballina.com
Casino Visitor Information Centre
Telephone: (02) 6662 3566
86 Centre Street, Casino
www.richmondvalley.nsw.gov.
au/tourism
Lismore Visitor Information
Centre-Rainbow Region
Telephone: 1300 369 795
Cnr Molesworth and Ballina Street,
Lismore
www.lismore.nsw.gov.au
Byron Visitors Centre
Telephone: (02) 6680 8558
80 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
www.visitbyronbay.com
Murwillumbah Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 674 414
Cnr Alma Street and Tweed Valley
Way, Murwillumbah
www.tweedcoolangatta.com.au
Tweed Heads Visitor
Information Centre
Telephone: 1800 674 414
Tweed Mall Shopping Centre,
Wharf Street, Tweed Heads
www.tweedcoolangatta.com.au
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