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Touring Australia By Car
Australia is one of the most magnificent countries in the
world. Admired by visitors and locals alike, the continent
of Australia has it all, with unspoilt beaches, miles of
coral reefs, fantastic harbours, rolling green fields, lush
rainforests, deep gorges, wondrous bushland, scorching
deserts, snow-capped mountains, towering peaks, all
within easy reach from bustling, cosmopolitan cities.
There is truly something for everyone in Australia, from
adventure holidays to lazy beach side vacations and
everything in between. Ski at Mt Kosciusko, swim in
crystal clear waters on the Great Barrier Reef, learn
about the incredible culture and history of Australia’s
original inhabitants, explore the Daintree Rainforest, go
hiking in the Blue Mountains, feed the tame dolphins at
Monkey Mia, taste great wines in the Barossa or
Margaret River, see the fairy Penguins at Philip Island or
climb Cradle Mountain. And that’s just scratching the
surface!
With so much to explore in Australia, the ideal way you
can see all the best is by car. Australia has a fantastic
roads and highway network with motorways that will
connect you between all the major cities quickly and
efficiently. Enjoy all the famous sites, plus you’ll have
the freedom to uncover some undiscovered treasures as
well.
This guide is aimed at the independent traveller that
enjoys the independence and comfort of their own
vehicle. We’ve included information you’ll need for a self
drive holiday in Australia, from hiring a car, rules of the
road to some great ideas for touring the different
regions and states of this wonderful country. We hope
you will find this guide helpful in planning your trip, and
that it will make your self drive holiday in Australia even
better!

The Great Ocean Road, VIC
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Driving Laws In Australia
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Cars drive on the left hand side of the road in Australia, and overtake in the right lane. Drivers sit on the right
hand side of the car.
Talking on the phone while driving in Australia is illegal.
Seatbelts must be worn at all times by both driver and passengers.
Children under 7 years of age are not permitted to travel in the front seats and must be seated in an appropriate
child seat in the back seat of the vehicle.
Driving while under the influence of alcohol is illegal in Australia, and a driver is regarded as over the legal limit if
they have a blood alcohol concentration over 0.05. Learner and provisional drivers must have a blood alcohol limit
of zero.
Speed Limits: (Unless signed otherwise)
City and Residential roads: 50-60km/h
Highways: 100 km/h
Freeways: 110km/h
School Zones: Please note, streets surrounding schools in Australia have speed limits of 40km/h at certain
times of the day.
For legal purposes, a valid license needs to be carried by the driver of a vehicle at all times, and fines can apply.
For foreign travellers with a driver’s license in another language, an English translation needs to be carried. Some
rental companies however will only rent to drivers who have an international driving permit, so be sure to check
this before booking.
In the case of accidents in Australia, it is essential to exchange details with the other parties involved. If you have
hit a parked car and the damage is minor, then you will need to leave a note with your details. When an accident
is serious and anyone is injured or any of the vehicles involved are damaged and cannot be driven from the
scene, then police must be notified.

Insurance:
Australian law requires all vehicles to have compulsory third party (CTP) injury insurance, although your car rental
supplier should already have comprehensive insurance covering their cars. In the case of an accident, it must be
reported to the insurance provider immediately, and an excess will be due. To reduce the amount of excess you may
be liable for, check with DriveAway Holidays or your travel agent to arrange extra cover.
Car Rental companies in Australia will normally include:
•
Third Party insurance: Compulsory insurance and will be included in your car hire rate. This covers you for other
people’s injury and damage to their vehicle.
•
Collision Damage Waiver (CDW): This limits your financial liability for damage to the rented vehicle, and is
normally included in prepaid car hire rates. Rentals are normally subject to liability excess, which can be
reduced at the time you collect your rental car.
•
Theft Loss Cover: This limits your financial liability for the loss or theft of the rented vehicle and is
generally included in prepaid car rental rates.
•
Fire and Liability: This limits your financial liability for bodily injury or death, and is normally included in prepaid
car hire rates.
•
Personal Accident Insurance: This covers the driver for personal injuries and is generally not included in your car
rental rates. It is considered an optional extra that you can take upon collection of the car.

Tasmanian Mountain Road
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Licence
Requirements
To rent a car in Australia, a driver will
generally need to have held a full
license for a minimum of one year.
Some suppliers may make exceptions
however fees do apply, so if you have
not held a license for over a year, make
sure you check before booking.

Min & Max Age Requirements
The minimum age for drivers renting a car in Australia does vary, with
most suppliers having a minimum of 21. It’s important to check this
when booking a rental car, and also be sure to enquire about a young
driver’s surcharge which may apply to those under the age of 24. This
charge can range from AU$20 to AU$30 per day. Some suppliers do
have a maximum age limit also, so drivers aged over 75 should check
this at the time of booking.

Important Road Signs
Stop: Red, octagonal and says ‘stop’ in
the centre
Give Way: A triangle with red border
and white centre
Speed Limits: Usually a red or black
circle with the speed limit in km/h in
the centre.
Warning/Caution signs: Usually yellow
diamond shaped signs showing the
possible threat ahead.
Touring Routes: Brown background
with white writing, indicating popular
tourist routes.

Wildlife
With wildlife found throughout Australia including near the outskirts of major cities, extra caution needs to be taken
when driving on rural roads. Take care when driving in areas that aren’t built up, particularly in the dark and at
sunrise/sunset. Kangaroos, wombats and koalas frequently venture onto roads and can cause accidents to
unsuspecting drivers.

Parking Laws

Road Tolls and E-tags

There are various forms of parking in
Australia, both paid and free forms exist,
and the larger the city you are visiting,
the more likely you will be to encounter
fees and time limits. Signage, rates, and
limits do vary between states, so it’s
important to check this depending on
where you are planning to drive.

While the vast majority of roads in Australia feature no tolls or fees,
there are some, particularly bridges, freeways and tunnels that do
charge drivers for their use. These are mainly found in Sydney,
Melbourne and Brisbane. While some will accept cash, many are now
switching to electronic tolling, where an electronic tag (also called an
E-Tag) is attached to the vehicle and is picked up by sensors along the
route. If you are planning to drive in major cities, be sure to enquire
about getting an E-Tag before you set off.

www.driveaway.com.au
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Australian Car Rental FAQ’s
What kind of car should I rent for my holiday in Australia?
This depends on where you’re travelling, how many people are travelling and the kind of driving you intend to do.
Cars range from small (economy, compact) to larger size cars (intermediate, full size), to 4WDs, convertibles and
luxury vehicles. For short trips with fewer passengers opt for the smaller cars, which will also save on fuel and for
longer trips with the family then a larger car or passenger van may suit. There are plenty of car rental options to
choose from – it all depends on your personal needs.
What car is right for me?
You can use the ACRISS system to find the car that suits your needs. This is an internationally recognised code that
will ensure that you get the same standard of vehicle wherever you rent.
Class

Fuel Capacity

Type

Transmission

Fuel/Air Cond.

M = Mini
E = Economy
C = Compact

0.8 - 1.0
1.0 - 1.4
1.2 - 1.6

B = 2 Door
D = 4 Door
C = 2/4 door

M = Manual
A = Automatic
N = Manual 4WD

R = Yes
N = No
D = Diesel Air

F = Full size

2.0 - 3.2

L = Limousine

C = Manual AWD

Q = Diesel No Air

P = Premium

2.0 - 4.2

S = Sports Car

B = Auto 4WD

H = Hybrid Air

L = Luxury

2.0 - 4.2

T = Convertible

D = Auto AWD

I = Hybrid No Air

X = Special

1.2 - 3.0

J = All Terrain

E = Electric Air

R= Recreational

C = Electric No Air

F = 4 Wheel Drive
X = Special
K = Commercial
Van/Truck
P = Ute
X = Special
E = Executive

Examples:
Examples
ECMN: E = Economy
C = 2 or 4 door
M = Manual
N = No Aircon FDAR:
FDAR F = Full Size
D = 4 Door
A = Automatic
R = Aircon

Can I hire an automatic car in Australia?
Yes, automatic cars are available in Australia and unlike many other parts of the world they are actually more
common than manual cars, and prices are generally not dearer.
Will I be able to collect my hire car direct from the airport once I arrive, or will I have to take a shuttle bus to the
depot?
In most Australian airports you will find rental companies’ desks in the arrivals hall, and cars parked not far away,
usually walking distance. In the case of some smaller airports, cars will be provided by downtown depots, however
once again you should be able to collect your car upon arrival and be on your way.
Are there additional fees to collect my rental car from Australian Airports?
As Driveaway Holidays uses a number of car rental suppliers, there are various levels of inclusions to choose from. In
general though, all-inclusive rates will be booked which include any locations fees and charges that may otherwise
apply. Remember to check at time of booking to ensure your rental will include all fees.
What about fees for collecting my hire car from Australian downtown depots?
In general there should be no fees for collecting a rental car from a downtown office. There may be special
circumstances for some remote depots though, so be sure to check this if you are collecting from a location outside
of a major town or city.
Do I need a credit card to collect my car rental?
Yes. A credit card will be needed when collecting which will be used to take a deposit. The deposit is generally the
insurance excess of the rental car which can vary between $385 and $3,500 (+tax) depending on the category of
vehicle you have booked and the rate type.
Can I take my rental car or 4WD off-road in Australia?
In most cases, car rental suppliers will not permit travel on un-sealed roads or off-road unless it’s reasonably
unavoidable. This will also include driving in rivers or through streams or beaches, and in some cases above the snow
line in the Australian ski fields. You will not be covered by insurance if you do drive in these conditions, so check
with DriveAway Holidays when you book to ensure exactly where you can drive.

www.driveaway.com.au

6

More Australia Car Rental FAQ’s
Can I collect my rental car in one Australian city and drop it off in another?
One way rentals are possible in Australia and if you meet the minimum duration etc, then a one way between
major cities is usually free. One ways to and from remote and country locations are more likely to have fees,
although many of these can be waved also if the duration is long enough.
Should I take out additional insurance on my car rental?
In general, rental rates include basic insurance: Collision Damage Waiver (CDW), Third Party Liability and Theft
Protection. In the event that your rental vehicle is accidentally damaged, regardless of who is at fault, or stolen,
the Insurance excess is the maximum amount you are liable for.
Should I hire a GPS for driving in Australia?
GPS hire is available from DriveAway Holidays. Our rates include the GPS, travel guides and entertainer;
including MP3 player and audio book player. The GPS is delivered direct to your home or travel agent before you
depart. GPS units can also be requested direct with some suppliers, however this will be at their own rates. If
time is short though, or you would simply prefer to collect your GPS unit together with your rental, then this
may be an option for you.
What do I do if I want to extend my car rental once I have already collected it?
Once the car rental has commenced you will have to call the depot where you initially collected the vehicle,
who will be able to assist you. If the car is available to be extended, you will be offered additional days at the
local rate.

Areas of Australia
States: NSW, ACT, VIC, QLD, SA, WA, TAS, NT
The East:
The most populated part of the country, the east coast is
made up of New South Wales, Queensland, the ACT and
Victoria. This is where you will find cities such as Sydney,
Brisbane, Canberra and Melbourne, as well as popular
holiday destinations such as Cairns, Byron Bay and Port
Macquarie. The east coast is home to Australia’s only ski
fields, located near the NSW and VIC borders, and
touring in a north-south direction is a common trip for
travellers.
The South:
Featuring a rugged coastline along the Great
Australian Bite, the south of Australia is where great deserts meet the Southern Ocean. Home to the cities of
Adelaide, Albany, and Coober Pedy, the south offers visitors unique destinations, and plenty of space to breathe.
If you are on a driving holiday here, be sure to spent some time exploring the Great Ocean Road, one of the
most scenic drives in the world and a trip across to the island of Tasmania is also highly recommended.
The North:
A truly mesmerizing place, the northern part of Australia is a wild and untamed place. With climates ranging
from tropical rainforests to barren deserts, there is a wonderful variety of scenery here to see. You can visit Alice
Springs and Darwin, and of course Uluru and Kakadu National Park, a highly recommended part of the country to
visit.
The West:
A huge area with few cities and seemingly endless natural space, the west coast of Australia is another great
place to explore, and one often missed by tourists. Here you can see the cities of Perth, Exmouth, Geraldton and
Broome, and also have the opportunity to cruise along thousands of km unspoilt coastline.
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Sydney
The largest city in Australia by both size and population, Sydney is also the most popular destination for visitors to the
country, and offers a great variety of things to see and do. Founded in 1788, Sydney is Australia’s oldest city, and
apart from the world famous icons such as the Opera House and Harbour Bridge, you will also find a great blend of
colonial and ultra modern architecture. Sydney covers a large area spanning around harbour inlets, rivers and
estuaries, and there are about 70 beaches to choose from.

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Sydney Festival – Three weeks of Music, Dance, Art,
Drama and Public Lectures.
March:
•
Sydney Mardi Gras – a parade of costumes and
colour, the largest gay pride event in the world
April:
•
Sydney Royal Easter Show – rides, amusement park,
agricultural show
August:
•
City to Surf – a marathon which on average attracts
over 60,000 people and passes through parts of the
city and finishes at Bondi beach. This has become the
largest running race in the world
October/November:
•
Sculpture by the Sea – a large outdoor art exhibition
which spans along two km of Sydney’s beaches
December:
•
Carols in the Domain – a large, free, Christmas
concert held in the Domain Gardens.
•
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race – departing from
Sydney Harbour on Boxing Day, this is one of the top
yacht races in the world.

The Sydney Harbour Bridge and Opera House – iconic
symbols of Sydney, a must see.
The Rocks – Sydney’s historic district, featuring classic
sandstone buildings from early days, and lots of old style
pubs.
Sydney Aquarium – one of the largest aquariums in the
world, home to over 6,000 creatures.
Darling Harbour and King St Warf - Enjoy a great lunch
with a magnificent view
Beaches – check out famous beaches such as Bondi,
Coogee or Manly, or take your pick of roughly 70 others
around the city.
Explore the Harbour - take a ferry to Manly from Circular
Quay to see one of the world’s best harbours.
Taronga Zoo - Visit Australia’s favourite zoo, situated on
the hills of Sydney Harbour
The Sydney Observatory - Take in the great views from
Observatory Hill, and see the thousands of stars at night
through the massive telescopes.
Take the lift up Sydney Tower - unparalleled views, top
restaurants and the chance to walk outside on the
Skywalk
Wander through the Botanical Gardens - see hundreds of
native and imported species of plants and trees, and the
spectacular succulent garden in magnificent surroundings.
Shop til you drop - Sydney is home to fantastic shopping,
including the Queen Victoria Building, the Strand Arcade
and Pitt St Mall.

Sydney Harbour

www.driveaway.com.au

8

Self Drive Tours from Sydney
Hunter Valley
Just two hours northwest of Sydney, the Hunter valley is famous for its many fine wineries.
Head north of Sydney on the freeway towards Newcastle, then take the exit near Freeman’s
Waterhole, which will lead you to the Hunter region. Here you will find over 120 wine
cellars, fine dining, gardens, and health spas.

Vineyards in the Hunter Valley

The Blue Mountains
Named after the colours that they appear from a distance, the Blue Mountains is one of the most visited areas near
Sydney. To get there, head west of the city, where just 50km away you can enjoy the mountains, complete with
amazing wild scenery and spectacular views. While here, be sure to visit the charming city of Katoomba, beautiful
Leura or perhaps the famous Jenolan Caves. Bushwalk along the Six Foot Track, the Megalong Valley and Wentworth
Falls. Visit the small art galleries that display the local artisans work, or see the Norman Lindsay Gallery in
Faulconbridge with magnificent gardens.
To get into the Blue Mountains from Sydney, you
can drive along the Great Western Highway and
follow the footsteps of the original explorers, which
is the more popular route or you can follow the Old
Northern Road and Bells Line of Road, which is a
little longer but just as pretty.

The Three Sisters, Katoomba
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Melbourne
The second largest city in Australia, Melbourne is Sydney’s rival, with its own culture, atmosphere, and list of great
attractions. Settled in 1835, Melbourne evolved into a world class city filled with people from many backgrounds,
creating a wonderful multicultural mix. While lacking the beaches that Sydney has to offer, Melbourne has made up
for this with a rich music and art focused culture, as well as great fine dining options and a thriving fashion industry.

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
The Australian Open – One of the world’s major tennis
tournaments, held across two weeks each January
March:
•
Australian F1 Grand Prix – Four days of Formula 1 racing
and entertainment.
April:
•
Melbourne International Comedy Festival – the third
largest comedy festival in the world, which runs for
three weeks
October:
•
Melbourne International Arts Festival – Over two weeks
of music, dance, art and theatre
November:
•
Melbourne Cup – The biggest horse race in Australia as
well as the entire Southern Hemisphere, this is an
event watched by millions and has been nicknamed
“the race that stops the nation”.

Bourke St Mall – This is the main area of Melbourne for
high class shopping, and regularly features
buskers and street entertainers.
Queen Victoria Market – The largest outdoor markets in
Australia, popular with locals and tourists alike.
Shop! – Melbourne has some of the best shopping in
Australia, from major department stores and major brand
names to funky fashion stores of independent designers
Federation Square – the cultural centre of Melbourne,
complete with art galleries, exhibition spaces, bars and
restaurants.
Phillip Island – Home to the famous Penguin Parade,
where you can see hundreds of penguins emerge from
the sea and cross the beach each night.
The Mornington Peninsular - Visit some of the most
beautiful beaches and towns in Victoria, just a short drive
south of Melbourne.

Melbourne from the Yarra
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Self Drive Tours from Melbourne
The Great Ocean Road
Covering a distance of 243km, the Great Ocean Road is regarded
as one of the most scenic drives in Australia, if not the world. Head
west of Melbourne in your rental car and travel through this
amazing part of the country, while enjoying the amazing scenery
along the way. There are a number of charming towns along the
way such as Apollo Bay, Lorne, and Warrnambool, each perfect for
a stop off or overnight stay, or perhaps pay a visit to Bells Beach,
one of the most famous surfing beaches in the country. One of the
most famous natural attractions in Australia is also located here,
which is the 12 Apostles, making the drive even more scenic and
special.

The Great Ocean Road

The Yarra Valley
A popular destination for daytrips out of Melbourne is the Yarra Valley, located a short distance east of the city.
Visitors come here partly to enjoy the scenery and great outdoors, but the main attraction is the many wineries and
farms located here. Drive your rental car out for a day
exploring the region, while stocking up on great local
produce. You can stop by the charming towns of Yarra
Glen, Warburton, Badger Creek and Milgrove, or perhaps
head into the Yarra Ranges National Park and explore the
lush forests that it contains.

Yarra Valley, VIC
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NSW & ACT
Home to Australia’s oldest and largest city, as well as the largest population, NSW is focal point for many travellers
heading to the country. While Sydney attracts the majority of visitors, NSW has a long list of fantastic places to visit,
each with its own unique attractions. With over 1,300km of coastline ready to be explores, as well as a variety of
environments including rainforests to the dry outback, NSW certainly has something to suite everyone’s tastes.

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
26 January – Australia Day. National Public Holiday
Medibank International, Sydney – International
tennis tournament
•
Tamworth Country & Music Festival – country
musicians vie for the Golden Guitar Awards at
Australia’s premier country music festival.
February:
•
Tropfest, Sydney – The world’s largest Short Film
Festival
•
Playground Weekender, Wisemans Ferry – 3 Day
camping and music festival
March:
•
Autumn Racing Carnival – Held in Randwick and
Rosehill, premier horseracing events
•
Gilgandra Coo-ee Festival - country festival
including calling competition, streets parades and
country music
April:
•
Anzac Day, 25th April – Dawn services at that
Australian War Memorial, and at cenotaphs across the
country, Australians pay their respect to
Australian and New Zealand soldiers who have fought
in wars
July:
•
Christmas in July, Blue Mountains – Experience a
European winter Christmas in the frosty Blue
Mountains.
September:
•
Floriade, Canberra – Millions of blooms on display in
this celebration of Spring
October:
•
Bathurst 1000 – Australia’s most iconic car racing
event
November:
•
Jacaranda Festival, Grafton – Massive festival
celebrating the hundreds of lilac coloured trees that
grow in Grafton.

NSW:
NSW
The Blue Mountains – A little over an hour west of Sydney
lies the World Heritage Listed National Park, full of deep
canyons, steep sandstone cliffs, and rare fauna. See the
Three Sisters, the ZigZag Railway and Jenolan Caves or take
a bushwalk on any one of hundreds of hiking tracks.
Hunter Valley – Drive through the vineyards and wineries
of this wonderful wine growing region.
Central Coast – Just over an hour north of Sydney, this area
has some of the best beaches in NSW alongside national
parks and reserves.
Byron Bay – One of the most sought after areas of NSW,
with great beaches and rain-forested hinterland
South and Saphire Coast – Visit the charming towns of
Berry, Bowral and Kangaroo Valley, and enjoy the
magnificent white sand beaches of Jervis Bay and the
Shoalhaven.
Visit the Heart of Country – Explore the wondrous inland
NSW, with great food and wine, spectacular and rugged
scenery, and lots of history to be experienced.
Visit the Snowy Mountains – Fantastic snow sports in
winter, and brilliant countryside in summertime.
ACT:
ACT
Visit Parliament House – Learn about the parliamentary
process, marvel at the architecture and modern and
indigenous art works that adorn the building.
The Australian War Memorial – Commemorating the
sacrifice of Australian men and women who have served in
war.
National Library – See rare, unusual and beautiful works,
as well as some of Australia’s oldest documented heritage.
The Captain Cook Memorial Jet on Lake Burley Griffin –
See the enormous water fountain that can reach 147
metres in height.
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Self Drive Tours around NSW & ACT
The NSW South Coast
There are some magnificent places to explore on
the south coast of NSW. One options is to follow the
Grand Pacific Drive, which begins in Stanwell Tops
just south of Sydney, and winds its way south along
the coast through such towns as Wollongong,
Kiama, Shellharbour and on to Nowra. You’ll be
able to drive along the stretch of road recently built
along the cliff tops over the waters edge. Along the
way, you’ll see fantastic beaches, coastal towns
and villages, or head inland from Kiama and do the
Illawarra Fly Tree Top Walk which offers unsurpassed views of the surrounding rainforest and the
coastline.

NSW South Coast

If you can, make time to travel further south of
Nowra along the Princes Highway all the way down
the south coast of NSW. Visit the white sands of
Jervis Bay, the fishing villages around Ulladulla, and such beautiful seaside towns of the Saphire Coast such as
Batemans Bay, Merimbula and Eden.

The Best of Country NSW
This route takes in some of the best country towns in NSW.
Begin in the town of Coonabarrabran, which you can use as a
base from which to explore the spectacular Warrumbungle
National Park or visit one of the observatories at night to see
millions of stars in the country sky. Drive through the Biddon
State Forest to Gilgandra on the Castlereagh River where you
can explore the museums and learn of the local indigenous
Wiradjuri people who first inhabited this region, and then south
on the Newell Highway to Dubbo. While in Dubbo spend a day
or two at the Dubbo Zoo or
Parliament House, Canberra
visit the Old Dubbo Gaol.
Follow the Mitchell Highway south to Wellington, where you can enjoy the
extensive town gardens, unwind or fish at the massive Lake Burrendong or explore
the Wellington Caves just outside of town. Drive east to historic Gulgong which was
famous in the gold rush era and was once home to the poet Henry Lawson. From
here, drive through one of NSW’s best food and wine producing regions south east to
the town of Mudgee. This region is full of Australian history and beautiful
vineyards creating world class wines and produce.
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Victoria
The second smallest state in Australia, yet home to the second largest population, Victoria is brimming with great
places to visit, from the grand city of Melbourne to quiet country towns and everything in between. From ski fields to
world famous beaches, shopping strips to untouched rainforests, Victoria has something to suite everyone.
Places in Victoria
East: Melbourne, Taralgon, Wangaratta
West: Ballarat, Grampians National Park, Great Ocean Road

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Audi Victoria Week – The largest sailing regatta takes
place in the city of Geelong.
February:
•
Superbike World Championships – One of the world’s
biggest motorbike races held over three days on Phillip
Island.
March:
•
Rip Curl Pro – The worlds top surfers compete at
famous Bells Beach.
October:
•
Wangaratta Festival of Jazz – A weekend of jazz and
blues held in the city of Wangaratta
November:
•
Queenscliff Music Festival – Over 200 acts perform over
three days in the seaside town of Queenscliff.
•
The Melbourne Cup - ‘the race that stops the
nation’ the world famous horse race is held on the
first Tuesday on November each year.

Melbourne - The capital of the state, Melbourne is a
vibrant multicultural hub of activity. Opportunities for
world class fashion shopping and fine dining are found
throughout the city, and a thriving community of artists
and musicians exists here too.
Ballarat - Once a famous gold mining town and the place
of Australia’s only rebellion at the Eureka Stockade,
Ballarat has become a popular destination for tourists
wishing to peek into the exiting history of the region,
particularly the Gold Rush of the 1850s. In the space of
about one year, the local population went from a small
cattle station to a bustling mining town home to over
20,000 prospectors.

The Twelve Apostles
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Self Drive Tours around Victoria
Explore the Grampians
Located roughly three hours northwest of Melbourne, Grampians
National Park is a popular destination for travellers in Victoria, keen
to unwind and enjoy the scenery. Small towns can be found
throughout the area, and while touring here you will discover
waterfalls, lakes, untouched forests and rugged mountains, which
combined create a very special place.

Grampians forest road

Grand Ridge Road, Gippsland:
This drive will take you from Latrobe Valley to the southern-most tip of mainland
Australia, near Wilsons Promontory. As you drive the 130 or so km along the
Strzelecki Mountains you will pass charming towns and villages, as well as
impressive farms and gardens. There are plenty of places to stop and enjoy
spectacular views, and a number of national parks to explore as well.

Wilsons Promontory
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Queensland
A state truly perfect for holidays, Queensland is a favourite among both Australian and international travellers alike.
With huge World Heritage listed natural areas, miles of stunning beaches, great weather and loads of attractions, it’s
easy to see why! On a driving holiday in Queensland you have a wonderful range of places to visit and things to do,
with many great landscapes and cities to explore. From lush rainforests and unspoilt beaches to the outback of the
west, exploring Queensland with a rental car will ensure you never run out of things to do.
North: Cairns, Innisfail, Port Douglas, Townsville, Airlie beach, Mackay
South: Rockhampton, Bundaberg, Hervey Bay, Brisbane
West: Mt Isa, Winton, Longreach

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Magic Millions, Gold Coast - Horse Racing Carnival 2nd in
size only to the Melbourne Cup.
May:
•
Port Douglas Carnivale – An art, music, food and
culture event, held in a tropical paradise.
June:
•
Wintersun, Coolangatta – A rock & roll and retro
nostalgia event, including music, cars and fashion from
the 1950s and 60s.
July:
•
Gold Coast Marathon – A grand running race
attracting over 20,000 competitors.
August/September:
•
Festival Cairns – An art, drama and culture festival with
a tropical theme.
October:
•
Nikon Indy 300, Surfers Paradise – A huge motorsport
event held over a weekend.
November:
•
Schoolies week – annual pilgrimage for students who
have finished high school.

Cairns - A traveller’s paradise, Cairns has everything one
could want while on holiday. Tropical weather, loads of
tours to choose from, plenty of resorts, restaurants and
bars, and not to mention lush nature only minutes from
the city. Be sure to make the drive north to Port Douglas,
along what many believe to be the most scenic route in
Australia after the Great Ocean Road in Victoria.
Brisbane - The capital and also the largest city in
Queensland, Brisbane is conveniently located in the
southeast corner of the state, providing great access to
many attractions as well as the state of New South Wales
just to the south. While here you can visit great nearby
destinations like Surfer’s Paradise and Coolangatta, or if
travelling with the kids, head over to one of the great
theme parks in the area.
The Great Barrier Reef - So large it can be seen from outer
space, the Great Barrier Reef is the largest reef system in
the world and a trip out is a must for anyone visiting
Queensland. The reef can be accessed from a number of
cities along the coastline, and in general the further north
you are the closer the reef is. Some of the popular
departure points are Cairns, Townsville, Port Douglas,
Mackay and Airlie Beach.
The Sunshine Coast - This is one of the most popular
holiday destinations in Queensland, and it’s easy to see
why. Only a short drive north of Brisbane, the Sunshine
Coast runs from Caloundra to Rainbow Beach, with Noosa
and Maroochydore being favourite towns to visit, with
plenty of beachside villages along the way. The
hinterland includes lush rainforest and beautiful
countryside, especially the magnificent Glasshouse
Mountains.

Noosa Beach
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Self Drive Tours around Queensland
Airlie Beach to Townsville
Starting off in Airlie Beach, gateway to the Whitsunday
Islands, this drive will take you through areas of amazing scenery and
intriguing history, while you enjoy the great weather the region is
famous for. The first part of the trip will take you to the town of
Bowen, home to a thriving mango industry, friendly locals, and
stunning beaches where the forest meets the sea.

Airlie Beach

Further along your journey, you’ll pass through vast sugar
cane fields, as well as other fruit farms, and also the towns of
Home Hill and Ayr. While here, be sure to head up to either
Mount Inkerman or Mount Kelly, both of which will give you
spectacular views of the area. Once you have reached
Townsville, you’ll find yourself faced with yet more great
options to explore. To the north are lush rainforests, to the
west is the start of the Queensland outback, and to the east,
more spectacular beaches and reefs.

Cairns to Port Douglas
Covering a 70km stretch of coastline, the Captain Cook Highway which travels
between Cairns and Port Douglas is one of the most highly recommended
drives in the country. A drive along this road will have you in awe with
stunning scenery on either side of the road. The inviting waters of the Coral Sea
are just metres away for most of the trip, and there are a few spectacular
lookouts to stop at on the way, such as Yule Point and Rex’s Lookout, which
both feature truly picture perfect views.

Port Douglas
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South Australia
A true gem unknown to most travellers, South Australia is a laid back friendly area to visit, complete with some great
and unique attractions all of its own. With everything from huge deserts and a grand coastline waiting to be
explored, a visit here will give you a chance to explore some amazing parts of the country that others may never get
to see.
Places in South Australia
North: Lake Eyre, Coober Pedy, Leigh Creek
South: Mount Gambier, Adelaide, Port Lincoln, Kangaroo Island

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Santos Tour Down Under – A cycling race attracting
some of the biggest names in the world.
April/May:
•
Tasting Australia – A major event showcasing
Australian food and drink.
October:
•
Global green Challenge – A solar powered vehicle
race between Adelaide and Darwin.
November:
•
Credit Union Christmas Pageant – A huge Christmas
parade held in the streets of Adelaide.
December:
•
Lights of Lobethal – Huge lighting show put on by
homes in this town.

Adelaide - The capital and also largest city in South
Australia, Adelaide is a unique alternative to bigger cities
such as Melbourne and Sydney, and has a friendly
atmosphere and relaxed pace. Adelaide is a city with a
thriving food, art and music loving culture, as well as great
beaches and charming architecture, perfect for a stress free
easy paced holiday.
Kangaroo Island - Located just a short boat ride from the
mainland, Kangaroo Island is the 3rd largest island in
Australia, and is also the first place in the state that was
settled as a colony. Isolated from the rest of the country,
Kangaroo Island has become a huge sanctuary for wildlife,
with koalas, penguins, wallabies, seals, and of course
kangaroos all living here in safety with no introduced
predators or mass developments. Kangaroo Island is also
famous for local produce, so while here be sure to sample
some of the local cheeses and wines.
Coober Pedy - Known as “the opal capital of the world”,
Coober Pedy is a desert town not only famous for the a
mazing gemstones mined here, but also for the unique
underground homes in which the locals live to escape the
summer heat. Visitors here can go on tours of mines, see
underground homes and churches, do some opal shopping,
or perhaps enjoy a round of golf on the course without grass!

Adelaide City
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Self Drive Tours around South Australia
Mount Gambier to Victor Harbour
Starting off in Mount Gambier in the southeast corner of the state, this drive
will take you along a stunning coastline passing several charming towns along
the way. Before leaving though, be sure to visit the most famous attraction of
Mt Gambier, the impressive Blue Lake, located in a volcanic crater right beside
the city. By taking the scenic coastal route rather than the highway, you’ll
pass picturesque sights such as Lake George
and Lake Ekza, and also have the chance to
stop at the tiny fishing town of Robe, and the
slightly larger Kingston, which is home to the
Giant Lobster.
Victor Harbour

The end destination, Victor Harbour is a favourite holiday spot for travellers and
also locals from nearby Adelaide, coming to enjoy the sandy beaches and whale
watching, for which it is famous.

Port Augusta to the Nullarbor Plain
This epic journey will lead you through seemingly endless deserts and some of the most
isolated parts of Australia and is a drive not to be taken lightly! Thorough preparation is a must before setting off,
but if planned well, this trip will be one to remember. You’ll pass through remote towns such as Kimba,
Wudona and Streaky Bay, and see some of the most
amazing scenery imaginable on the way. The Nullarbor
Plain itself begins at Ceduna and spans across to
Western Australia, and the name is based on Latin,
meaning no trees. The landscape you will see is indeed
very flat and almost without any trees, a truly unique
place to visit.

Sturt Highway from Port Augusta
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Tasmania
The southernmost state of Australia, Tasmania is a nature lover’s paradise offering visitors huge areas of amazing
wilderness to explore, while also having its own unique history. Truly perfect for touring in a rental car, Tasmania
features excellent roads connecting the different parts of the island, little traffic and great scenery.
Places in Tasmania:
North: Devonport, Burnie, Launceston
South: Hobart, Kingston, Port Arthur

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Taste of Tasmania, Hobart - weeklong festival
showcasing Tassie’s local food and beverage.
February:
•
Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart - fantastic
festival held on Hobart’s waterfront celebrating
Australia’s maritime culture and heritage.
April/May:
•
Targa Tasmania – A world class rally event which runs
across many parts of the island over 5 days.
June:
•
Antarctic Midwinter Festival - festival that celebrates
Tasmania’s link with the Antarctic.
November:
•
Tasmanian beerfest – join over 10,000 others
sampling boutique beers from Tasmania and around
the world.
December:
•
Sydney to Hobart – Hobart turns into one big party to
celebrate the famous yacht race.
•
Falls Festival – A new year’s eve festival of bands and
DJs which runs for 2 days.

Hobart - The capital city of Tasmania, Hobart is also one of
the oldest cities in Australia, having started off as a
convict settlement in 1803. The city has avoided massive
growth, and with a great blend of historical buildings and
modern architecture, Hobart has a charm all of its own.
While in Hobart you can visit famous Salamanca Markets,
the Cadbury Chocolate Factory, and the Tasmanian
Museum and Art Gallery.
Launceston - The second oldest and second largest city in
the state, Launceston is set in the Tamar Valley towards
the north of the island, and is an excellent base for
exploring the many attractions in the area. While in
Launceston, check out the picturesque Cataract Gorge,
take a tour of Boag’s Brewery, or take a short drive north
to Brady’s Lookout, from where you’ll get a great view of
the Tamar River and valley.
Cradle Mountain - One of the most visited places in
Tasmania Cradle Mountain can be described as
breathtaking, and is a must for anyone touring the island
with a rental car. This is possibly the best example of the
amazing unspoilt scenery for which Tasmania is famous.

Hobart Harbour
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Self Drive Tours around Tasmania
Hobart to Port Arthur
Starting off in Hobart, head east from the city, crossing the Derwent River, passing through Mornington and
Hobart Airport. The drive gets particularly scenic from here on, firstly as you cross the Sorell Causeway and Mcgees
Bridge with amazing views of the water on either side of you, then as you pass through rolling green hills and
farmland. The rest of the journey is equally scenic, if not even more impressive, as you cruise along untouched
coastline and through protected forests. When you reach your end destination of Port Arthur, it will seem almost
like a time capsule. With amazingly well preserved and restored buildings, it’s easy to imagine life here two
centuries ago.

Port Arthur

Launceston to Wineglass Bay
Heading southeast from Launceston and cutting across the vast countryside, this route will take you to one of the
most picturesque scenes in Tasmania, Wineglass Bay, which is found in Freycinet National Park. The drive will take
you roughly 2.5 hours as you pass through the classical Tasmanian landscape, and upon arrival there is a hike to the
lookout. From the lookout you will get to see what many people believe to be one of the most picturesque beaches
in the world, Wineglass Bay. Complete with picture-perfect shape, sand, and beautiful coloured water, it’s easy to
see why the beach is so highly regarded, and if you’re travelling during warmer months, a bushwalk down for a
swim might just be too tempting to resist!

Wineglass Bay
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Western Australia
The largest state of Australia, WA covers a huge area and offers visitors almost endless opportunities to explore
remote untouched places. From miles and miles of beautiful coastline to deserts and ancient forests to canyons,
Western Australia is filled with unique attractions unlike anywhere else in the world. With thousands of km between
major towns and cities, not to mention the distance from cities in other states, the remoteness and isolation of
Western Australia is a major attraction for visitors here, including Australians keen to explore a unique part of their
own country.
Places in Western Australia
North: Broome, Kununurra, Exmouth, the Kimberley
South: Perth, Albany, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Rottnest Island

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

January:
•
Hopman Cup – A world class tennis tournament which
runs for one week.
March:
•
Sculptures by the Sea – Perth’s Cottesloe Beach is
turned into an outdoor gallery for almost three weeks.
April:
•
Fremantle Street Arts Festival – buskers and
performers take to the streets to entertain over
100,000 people.
August:
•
Australasian Safari – an eight day off road race which
passes through the WA outback.
November:
•
Red Bull Air Race – this is the final round of the
competition which features planes racing above
monuments, streets and the Swan River.

Perth - The capital of the state and home to over 70% of
the population, Perth is usually first stop for most visitors
to the state. With stunning beaches and natural
attractions, as well as loads of fine dining, shopping and
nightlife, Perth has everything a traveller could desire.
Exmouth - Located on the coast of Western Australia’s
North West Cape, Exmouth is a small town which is
surrounded by some stunning natural attractions. You can
dive with whale sharks in nearby Ningaloo Reef, or
perhaps go on a whale watching tour in the bay. A short
drive from Exmouth you can also visit Cape Range
National Park, which features amazing canyons, bird
sanctuaries and beaches which are breeding grounds for
turtles.

Boab Tree in the Kimberley
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Self Drive Tours around Western Australia
Perth to Margaret River
Drive 270km south of Perth to the town of Margaret River and the surrounding area,
which is a well known winery region, producing many award winning wines. There
are over 130 wineries here, producing one fifth of Australia’s wine. The drive will
take you along the impressive south stretch of WA’s east coast, and pass through
towns of Mandurah, Bunbury and Busselton.

Perth

Broome to Exmouth – The Pilbara Coast
This is a drive that should be taken over at least a couple of days, as it is
almost 1400km in total, however this will cover some of the best parts of
the West Australian coast. Begin in Broome, where you must see the
dazzling white sand and aqua waters of Cable Beach, unique Roebuck
Bay and see how pearls are formed and harvested. Follow the Great
Northern Highway south along the coast along Eighty Mile Beach to Port
Hedland, where mining of iron ore is the predominant industry, and onto
Karratha. From here you can explore the heritage town of Cossack, the
magnificent Millstream-Chichester National Park, and learn of the local aboriginal rock art and culture.
Drive along the Northwest Coastal Highway until you reach the turnoff to Exmouth on Burkett Road. Exmouth is
the gateway to the magical Ningaloo Reef, where you can swim with whale sharks or snorkel in aquamarine
waters displaying colourful corals, or explore the rugged gorges of the Cape Range National Park.

Guantheaume Point, Broome
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Northern Territory
Covering the central northern part of the country, the Northern Territory can be described with words such as remote,
wild, breathtaking and untouched. With amazing natural attractions and landscapes appearing just as they would
have millions of years ago, the Northern Territory is one of the few places in the world that travellers can truly escape
modern life in the big city, and enjoy the splendour of the great outdoors.
Places in Northern Territory
North: Darwin, Humpty Doo, Kakadu National Park
South: Alice Springs, Uluru, Kings Canyon

What’s On

Best Things to See & Do

May:
•
Red Centre MTB Enduro – A five day mountain bike race
held on the MacDonnell Ranges.
June:
•
V8 Supercars – Darwin’s very own round of supercar
racing, held at Hidden Valley Raceway.
•
Tattersall’s Finke Desert Race – A two day race across
roughly 230km of desert
July:
•
Territory Day – A day of celebrations also known as
Fireworks Day
August:
•
Darwin Beer Can Regatta – A boat race held on Mindil
beach, where a race is held between craft made out of
beer cans.
•
Henley-On-Todd Regatta – A race involving bottomless
boats powered by people running through a dry
riverbed in Alice Springs
October:
•
Global green Challenge – Solar powered vehicles set off
from Darwin and race the 3,000km to Adelaide.

Darwin - By far the largest city in the state, and also the
only one found on the coastline. Darwin airport is the
arrival point for most travellers into the Northern
Territory, and the city itself is very worthy of a visit. One
of the most cosmopolitan cities in Australia, over 50
different nationalities are represented in Darwin, and the
combination of cultures and traditions from around the
world combined with the heritage of the local Aborigines
makes for a wonderful mix.
Alice Springs - Located near the very centre of Australia,
Alice Springs is one of the most remote communities in
the country, roughly 1,500km from another major city.
Settled around a waterhole in the middle of vast deserts,
Alice Springs has seen visitors come and go since its
earliest years, and to this day is the centre for activity in
the area.
Kakadu National Park - Famous for amazing scenery and
rich wildlife, as well as deep rooted aboriginal culture,
Kakadu is a truly remarkable place, and not only a
national park but also a World Heritage Area. Regardless
of what time of year you choose to visit here, Kakadu
will leave you in awe.

Uluru
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Self Drive Tours around
The Northern Territory
Darwin to Kakadu National Park:
From Darwin, head along the Stuart Highway, which will take you out of
the city and connect you to the Arnhem Highway which will take you
east. The drive to Kakadu National Park is roughly 250km and can be
done in three and a half hours, however a heading out in a leisurely pace
and stopping off along the way to see the sights is definitely
recommended. Particularly worth a visit are the historic town of Humpty
Doo which is just a short distance from Darwin, and also Fogg
Dam Conservation Reserve. Once you reach Kakadu, you will
have the chance to see amazing scenery and wildlife unlike
anywhere else in the world. The largest National Park in
Australia, Kakadu covers a huge area, and offers endless
opportunities to explore, from wetlands and rugged coastlines to
huge valleys and gorges, Kakadu has it all!

Alice Springs to Kings Canyon and Uluru:
Although not a short drive, the trip from Alice Springs to Kings Canyon and Uluru will take you through some
outback areas with amazing scenery. Heading southwest from Alice Springs, it will take you around four hours to
reach Kings Canyon, where you’ll fins spectacular views and great walking trails which will also lead you to
ancient rock paintings. Once you have explored the canyon, you can either spend the night at a nearby camping
ground or resort, or continue on to Uluru, which is roughly another four hours from here.
Uluru itself is a breathtaking site, standing at almost 350m tall and often appearing to change colour. For the best
viewing times, aim to be here around sunrise or sunset when the colours of the rock are at the most vivid.

Kings Canyon & Uluru
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Getting into Australia
Being an island, the main way of getting to Australia is by plane. International
flights land the airports of all major cities, and the most common points of arrival
are Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth. Being a great distance from the rest
of the world, most flights to Australia from destinations such as Europe will have a
stopover mid way. Common airports for flights to stop at are Kuala Lumpur,
Singapore, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi.

Australia Airport Information
New South Wales
Kingsford Smith Airport
18km from Sydney CBD, approx 25 mins drive
www.sydneyairport.com.au
Ph: 02 9667 9111

South Australia
Adelaide International Airport
8 kms from Adelaide city, approx 20 mins drive
www.aal.com.au
Ph: 08 8308 9211

Victoria
Tullamarine Airport
25kms from Melbourne city, approx 30 mins drive
www.melbourne.airport.com.au
Ph: 03 9297 1600

Western Australia
Perth International Airport
12kms from Perth city, approx 25 mins drive
http://www.perthairport.net.au/
Ph: 08 9478 8888

Queensland
Brisbane International Airport
20kms from Brisbane city, approx 35 mins drive
www.bne.com.au
Ph: 07 3406 3000

Tasmania
Hobart International Airport
20kms from Hobart city, approx 20 mins drive
www.hobartairpt.com.au
Ph: 03 6216 1600

Australian Capital Territory
Canberra International Airport
10kms from Canberra city, approx 20 mins drive
www.canberraairport.com.au
Ph: 02 6275 2222

Northern Territory
Darwin International Airport
15kms from Darwin city, approx 20 mins drive
www.darwinairport.com.au
Ph: 08 8920 1811

Aerial view of Sydney Harbour
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Accommodation Ideas
Motorhomes
All the convenience of accommodation and transport in one! Hire a
Motorhome from DriveAway Holidays with Australia’s the leading
campervan and motorhome specialists. For more information, go to
http://www.driveaway.com.au/motorhomes/australiamotorhome-hire.aspx
Hotels
Hotels and motels are very common in Australia and you will find
them in all major towns and cities. A great variety is available from
humble budget options to luxury five star apartments and resorts.
Booking ahead is often essential, particularly during holiday
seasons and at times that major events are on.
Resorts
With so many picturesque locations around Australia, there’s plenty
of beautiful resorts where you can kick back and enjoy being spoilt
in wonderful surroundings.
Guest Houses
Guest houses are great for families or couples as suites are
available with shower and toilet and flexible bedding options, and
cost less than hotels with more basic services.
Bed & Breakfasts
While available if you search, Bed and Breakfast accommodation is
not as common in Australia as other parts of the world.
Holiday Houses
Holiday houses are located in great holiday locations around
Australia, and are perfect for a short weekend break or family
holiday. Normally self contained with their own bathroom and
basic kitchenette.
Camping & Caravanning
You’ll find campgrounds and caravan parks along most major
highways and tourist routes, as well as near many popular lakes,
rivers and beaches.
Farm Stays
For small groups or large families, guests at farm stays are
encouraged to help with the running of the farm, ie harvesting,
milking cows, tending livestock and feeding animals. This is a great
way to get a taste of the true country lifestyle.
Youth & Backpacker Hostels
Hostels can be found in all major towns and cities, and particularly
around coastal holiday hot spots such as Byron Bay, Surfers
Paradise, and Cairns etc. Prices can vary greatly, particularly in
peak season, so booking ahead is highly recommended.
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Climate & Weather
Australia is such a large country, that one could not sum up the weather as there are so many different climates that
exist. In the centre of the Australia things tend to be most predictable, with very hot dry days and cool nights, and
the closer you get to the coastline, the more rain and variation in weather you will find. In the north the climate is
mainly tropical with rainy seasons, while in the south you will find weather resembling the traditional four season
such as in northern hemisphere. On average maximum temperatures in most cities over summer usually the 30s
(Celsius) and the minimum temperatures in winter only drop below zero in a few places, generally in the mountains.

Language & Useful Phrases

Public Holidays

English is the official language of Australia, however in some areas
popular with tourists, you may find Japanese, German, French and
Portuguese speakers as well.

2011
01 Jan
26 Jan
22 Apr
23 Apr
25 Apr
26 Apr
13 Jun
03 Oct
26 Dec
27 Dec

New Years Day
Australia Day
Good Friday
Easter Saturday
ANZAC Day
Easter Monday
Queens Birthday
Labour Day
Christmas Day
Boxing Day

2012
02 Jan
26 Jan
06 Apr
07 Apr
09 Apr
25 Apr
11 Jun
05 Oct
25 Dec
26 Dec

New Years Day
Australia Day
Good Friday
Easter Saturday
Easter Monday
ANZAC Day
Queen’s Birthday
Labour Day
Christmas Day
Boxing Day

Arvo: afternoon
Aussie: Australian
G’day: hello
Bloke: a man
Sheila: a woman
Chin Wag: a conversation

Big Smoke: the city
Tinnie: a can of beer
Dunny: toilet
True Blue: genuine
Brekkie: Breakfast
Struth: exclamation of surprise

Stay Healthy
Staying healthy in Australia is very easy. Tap water is fine to drink, and food
hygiene standards are high. Most waterways can be swum in, although caution
needs to be taken when spending time in the sun. Even an hour or two can
result in sunburn or heatstroke, so be sure to cover up with sunscreen and a
hat etc, when outdoors.

Stay Safe

Crime - Australia is regarded as a very safe country, with low levels of crime,
and good emergency services. Like anywhere else in the world, avoid dark, offbeat places late at night, and never
carry more cash and valuables on you than necessary.
Beaches - When swimming at Australian beaches, it is highly recommended to stay within the area marked by flags,
which indicated where the water is monitored by lifeguards. Strong rips, large waves, and fast currents can occur
frequently, so it is best to take extra care when in the water, and if possible never swim alone.
Wildlife - Australia is famous for the amazing range of wildlife that calls it home, however you will also find many
dangerous animals here, and it is essential to keep alert and take precautions when visiting their habitats. Among
poisonous creatures, several of the world’s deadliest snakes are found here, along with spiders and jellyfish, and in
the event of being stung or bitten, seek urgent medical attention. While many species are harmless or only mildly
poisonous, it’s better to be safe than sorry.
While attacks are rare, it is important to
remember that beaches and rivers in
Australia may contain sharks and crocodiles.
Crocodiles are generally only found in the far
northern parts of the country, while sharks
may exist
Beach camping, WA
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Where to Get Help in Australia

Australian Embassies Abroad

USA Foreign Embassy:
Embassy
Moonah Place,
Yarralumla ACT 2600
Ph: 02 6214 5600
Em: usraustralia@state.gov

Malaysia
Australian High Commission, Kuala Lumpur
6, Jalan Yap Kwan Seng
Kuala Lumpur 50450
Ph: +60 3 2146 5555

British High Commission:
Commission
Commonwealth Avenue
Yarralumla ACT 2600
Ph: 02 6270 6666
Em: bhc.canberra@britaus.net

New Zealand
Australian Consulate-General, Auckland
Level 7 PriceWaterHouseCoopers Tower
186-194 Quay Street
Auckland
Ph: +64 9 9218800

New Zealand High Commission:
Commission
140 Commonwealth Ave,
Canberra ACT 2600
Ph: 02 6270 4211
Em: nzhccba@bigpond.net.au

Singapore
Australian High Commission, Singapore
25 Napier Road
Singapore 258507
Phone: +65 6836 4100

Embassy of Ireland
20 Arkana Street,
Yarralumla ACT 2600
Ph: 02 6273 3022
Em: canberraembassy@dfa.ie

United Kingdom
Australian High Commission, London
Australia House, The Strand
London WC 2B 4LA
Ph: +44 20 7379 4334

Canadian High Commission
Commonwealth Ave,
Canberra ACT 2600
Ph: 02 6270 4000
Em: cnbra@international.gc.ca

USA
Australian Embassy, Washington DC
1601 Massachusetts Ave
Washington DC NW 20036-2273
Ph: +1 202 797 3000

For the full list of Foreign Embassies in Australia, go
to
Web: http://www.dfat.gov.au/embassies.html

United Arab Emirates
Australian Consulate-General, Dubai
Level 25, Bur Juman Business Tower
Khalifa Bin Zayed Road
Dubai
Phone: +971 4 5087 100

Local Tourist Boards

Important Phone Numbers

For further information on your holiday in
Australia, contact:
www.australia.com

Call:
000
13 11 26
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Key Facts on Australia
Location:
Location Asia-Pacific
Area: 7,617,930 km²
Area
Capital: Canberra

Largest City: Sydney, population 4.6 million
Population:
Population 23 million
Population Density:
Density 22 million

Geography:
Located in the Asia-Pacific region, Australia is a country, island and continent all
in one. The centre of the country is made up of vast deserts, the coast made up
of an impressive range of beaches, and the area in between featuring all
manner of different landscapes and environments. From dry regions that see merely a
few drops of rain each year, to lush rainforests with constantly flowing water,
Australia has everything a traveller could desire.

Communications
Telephone
The phone system in Australia is very good, with a number of providers and plan types to choose from. Sim cards for
mobile phones can be bought in many places including shopping centres and supermarkets, and credit for prepaid
phones can be topped up here too. Being such a large country with many remote areas, Australia still has many spots
where reception will be limited, so keep this in mind when travelling outside of towns and cities.
Internet
The internet in Australia is well spread out, available to most parts of the country, and reliable. The speed is not as
fast as that of Europe and Asia however this is set to improve in coming years. Wireless internet is becoming
increasingly popular, and there are certain areas with free wi-fi that you can connect to also.
Post
The postal system in Australia is regarded as safe and efficient, with various methods of sending items to choose
from. Guaranteed overnight delivery between major Australian cities is available for both letters and packages, as
well as standard post which can take up to a week on average.

Measurements
Australia uses the metric system of measurement:
1 millimetre (mm) = 0.03937 inches
1 centimetre (cm) = 0.3937 inches
1 metre (m) = 1.0936 yd
1 kilometre (km) = 0.6214 mile

1 milligram (mg) = 0.0154 grain
1 gram (gm) = 0.0353 oz
1 kilogram (kg) = 2.2046lb
1 tonne (t) = 0.9842 ton

Electricity
The standard for wall sockets and power in Australia is 230 volts AC, and 50 Hz, which is the same as most European
and Asian countries, and a simple plug adaptor will be needed to plug in electrical appliances from these areas. The
socket type features two flat pins in an inverted “V” shape, and often a 3rd flat pin for earth.

Shopping hours
Most stores in Australia trade for similar hours which are 9:00–17:00 on weekday (17:30 for some) and late trading
until 21:00 on Thursdays. Weekend times vary, most stores are open 9:00–17:00 on Saturdays, and reduced times of
10:00–16:00 on Sundays. Most supermarkets are open from 6:00 or 7:00 in the morning, and close between 22:00 and
00:00 at night, and banks trade between 09:30–16:00 on weekdays, with a few busier branches opening for a shorter
day on weekends.

Smoking
Australia has strict laws regarding smoking, and there are many areas smoking is prohibited. All states feature laws
stating smoking is banned in all government buildings and on public transport, and most states have also introduced
laws banning smoking in any workplace, enclosed public space, clubs, bars, restaurants and playgrounds. In addition
to these areas, recent laws have been introduced in some states banning smoking in a vehicle if there are any
passengers under the age of 18.

Time Zone
Being such a large country, Australia covers three time zones:
Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST): covers NSW, VIC, QLD, TAS and ACT,
Australian Central Standard Time (ACST): covers SA and NT
Australian Western Standard Time (AWST): covers WA
As a guide, AEST is Universal Time + 10 hours, ACST is Universal Time + 9.5 hours, and AWST is Universal Time + 8 hours.
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Australian Money Matters
Currency

Credit Cards

The local currency in Australia is the Australian Dollar.
One Dollar ($) = 100 cents.
Notes are in denominations of $100, $50, $20, $10 and
$5.
Coins are in denominations of $2 and $1, and 50, 20, 10,
and 5 cents.

Payment with a credit card is widely accepted in
Australia, with major card types being fine for paying
at stores, restaurants, hotels, etc.

Currency Exchange
Currency can be exchanged at many places in Australia,
including banks, post offices, airports, some major
hotels, and many of the larger travel agencies.

Banking Hours
Most banks in Australia are open from Monday to Friday
between 9:00am and 4:30pm. Some may trade for an
hour or so longer on certain days, but this will depend
on the opening hours of the shopping centre etc that
they are based in.

ATMs
ATMs can be found throughout Australia and will accept
most foreign credit cards. Fees for currency conversion
do exist, as do fees for using the ATM of a bank other
than your own, so this is something to keep in mind
when withdrawing money.

Traveller’s Cheques

In case of a lost or stolen card, you may need to
contact one of these numbers:
American Express 1300 132 639
ANZ 1800 033 844
BankWest 13 17 18
Citibank 13 24 84
Commonwealth Bank 13 2221
HSBC 132 152
VISA 1800 450 346

Tax
Apart from things like fresh foods, medical supplies,
and some educational costs, most expenses in Australia
will attract GST, which is Goods and Services Tax. The
tax amount is 10%, and should appear on your invoice
or bill.

Tipping
Unlike countries such as the USA, tipping is not so
common in Australia, although in certain places it will
be highly appreciated. Restaurants are the most
common place where tipping is assumed, and in
general a tip 10% of the bill should be plenty.

These are generally not accepted in stores as a form of
payment, however can be converted into cash at some
banks and department stores.

Pacific Highway NSW

DriveAway Holidays hopes that you find the information in this guide helpful for
your self-drive holiday in Australia. We would like to thank Tourism Australia for
the use of their images.
The touring information has been created to be used as a guide only. All prices
and information shown is correct at the time of publication.
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