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Are you an Intrepid traveller?

Australia continued
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Why choose Intrepid?				

28 Kangaroo Island

PPAK

2

390

390

4

Intrepid on the ground				

29 Outback Tracks

PPOA

10

1895

1895

6

Intrepid’s Styles & Themes				

29 Flinders Ranges & Outback

PPAO

3

495#

495#

9

Responsible Travel				

30 Victorian Wildlife & Parks

PJAM

4

640

640

30 Melbourne to Adelaide

PJAG

4

640

640

31 Tassie Explorer

PPRT

6

845#

795#

31 Sydney Bush Adventure

PPAS

4

795

795

32 East Coast Explorer

PERS

15

2990#

2990#

33 Experience Sydney

PEAS

3

595#

595#

		

35*

35*

6

1090

1120

		

300*

285*

10 Intrepid Foundation				
12 Australia
14 Central Explorer

PISC

6

895^

930^

15 Uluru Express

PISD

2

499^

515^

15 Central Rock & Canyon

PISR

3

645^

670^

16 Iconic Central Australia

PIKC

4

-

1650

			

		

-

605*

17 Uluru & Larapinta Experience

PISX

5

-

1195^

17 The Ghan Adventure

PISGC

9

-

2005^

18 Total Top End

PISE

4

975#^

1010#^

		

Dec to Mar departures			975#

1070#

		

Dec to Mar departures		

270*

33 Fraser Island & Reef Experience

33 Cape York Complete

PPAF

PPOY

14

2965^

2995^

36 New Zealand Explorer

PTRZC

21

3105#

3105#

145*

37 South Island Adventure

PTRS

10

1450#

1450#

34 New Zealand

19 Kakadu & Litchfield

PISL

3

725^

750^

37 North Island Tracks

PTRN

11

1825#

1825#

20 Kakadu & Katherine

PISK

3

815^

825^

38 Spirit of New Zealand

PIKZC

17

4425

4425

20 Kakadu Camping Safari

PIST

2

555^

570^

		

1485*

1630*

21 Kakadu Dreamtime Safari

PISF

3

1149^

1195^

22 4x4 Kimberley Cruiser

PIOK

9

1850

23 Great Western Safari Northbound PIOWC

22

24 Kimberley Safari Southbound

PIOD

24 West Coast Safari Southbound

PIOS

			

39 Bay of Islands Explorer

PIAB

3

275

350

1995

39 Abel Tasman Kayak

PIAN

4

540

555

3675

3895

39 Kaikoura by Train

PIAK

2

350

395

11

1950

2050

11

1850

2150

†
†

25 Wild Kimberley

PKOW

9

1995

1995

26 Spirit of the Kimberley

PKOSC

8

1995

1995

26 Kimberley Gorges Safari

PKAK

4

895

895

27 Broome to the Bungle Bungle

PKAB

5

1295

1295

27 Cape Leveque & the Gorges

PKAG

5

1245

1245

27 Cape Leveque Experience

PKAC

3

695#

695#

28 Western Wildlife Experience

PPOW

10

1495

1545

2010-11 Prices shown are ‘from’ prices and valid for departures between 1 September 2010 and 		
31 March 2011.
2011-12 Prices shown are ‘from’ prices and valid for departures between 1 April 2011 and 		
31 March 2012.

# Accommodation upgrade - On some trips an accommodation upgrade is available for an additional cost. The upgrade must be requested at the time of booking and is subject to availability.
^	Sole-use tent upgrade - On some camping trips a sole-use tent upgrade is available for an
additional cost. The upgrade is optional and includes most nights of the trip. When we are not
camping, twin share accommodation will be used. The upgrade must be requested at the time of
booking and is subject to availability.
* Single Supplement - An additional payment required on top of the listed trip price if you wish to
book a single room (where available). The supplement must be requested at the time of booking
and is subject to availability.

welcome to the

Intrepid way of travel…
“As an Intrepid traveller you are not your average tourist.
You will leave behind international hotels, air-conditioned
buses and the tourist masses. Instead you will escape to
beautiful countryside, remote beaches and stay in tranquil
guesthouses run by local families.”
So were the opening words in our very first brochure over
22 years ago. I suspect they ring as true for travellers today
as they did all those years ago. That year we took just 47
travellers to one country - Thailand. This year we’ll take
around 100,000 people to around 100 countries. Some for
the first time, some returning after many trips and even
some who travelled as a result of that very first brochure!
Back in 1989 there was only Geoff and me. To be honest
we had no idea what we were doing! We had no travel
industry experience, had never run a company before or
employed staff. We also had very little money! But somehow
we seemed to understand how to put together and operate
great trips. One way or another through a bit of skill, a lot
of luck and a mountain of support from our past travellers
and staff, Intrepid has grown enormously. These days we
have close to 1,000 staff members, companies in around 15
countries and a level of technology that keeps me well away
from the server room! We’ve also won lots of business and
environmental awards and have a level of staff retention
that makes many companies jealous. And yet the more
things change, the more they stay the same. Operating trips
is still the thing we do best - in fact our traveller feedback
shows we do it better than ever. And, as they were in the
beginning, our trips are still guaranteed to depart, and we
have the smallest group size around.
This year we’ve formed a partnership with Australian Pacific
Touring’s (APT) award-winning Connections brand to form
Intrepid Connections. We now have an outstanding range of
small group trips in Australia and New Zealand of which we
are really proud! We hope you love these
adventures as much as we do.
As I said in 1989… Happy travelling!
Darrell Wade
Intrepid CEO & co-founder

Mt Cook, New Zealand - Cameron Gaze
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Real life experiences are those
moments you know you’re
really alive and experiencing
something special…

see, touch and taste

the real world…
freedom & flexibility...

innovative & interactive itineraries...

Sometimes people hesitate to travel in a group for fear of
being shepherded from one place to another and losing the
opportunity to do your own thing. One of the best aspects
of travelling with Intrepid Connections is that it’s quite
a lot like travelling independently, but with none of the
drawbacks. You have the convenience of travelling within a
group but the freedom to do as you choose. You can be as
spontaneous as you like; pursuing your own interests one
day and taking part in activities we’ve arranged the next. It’s
up to you how much or how little you do. After all, it’s your
holiday and we want you to get the most out of it.

On an Intrepid Connections trip you’re more than just
a passenger, you’re part of the crew, pitching in to help
prepare food, searching for firewood, sometimes putting
up your tent and even helping out with the cooking. And,
like all great adventures, the more you put in the more
you’ll get out! Please check the Trip Notes for the level of
participation required for each trip.

small groups, real experiences...
We think the smaller the group, the better the experience.
That’s why we limit the numbers on every Intrepid
Connections trip. Travelling in such a small group is a bit
like travelling with a group of friends - you just haven’t
met them yet. It also means you get to experience more
of the local culture, something that’s not always possible
in a larger group or by yourself. As a small group, we don’t
dominate - you can actually get to know the people you
meet and you’re more likely to be invited to join in, not just
asked to buy stuff.

real value...
The one thing all Intrepid Connections trips have in
common, without exception, is fantastic value for money.
However, what you’ll get from your trip is much more
than just a great-priced adventure. The local knowledge
that guides you is invaluable. You’ll eat in restaurants not
found in any guide book, stay in accommodation that
really captures the spirit of the place and join locals to
explore their towns, shop in their markets and visit them
in their homes. The real value of travelling with Intrepid
Connections is that you’ll take home many unforgettable
experiences you can only find with local knowledge.

it’s all in the journey...
Half the fun of travel is the travelling itself. That’s why
Intrepid Connections adventures come with all manner
of weird and wonderful transport options. You could find
yourself in a 4x4, on a bike, a boat, or a camel. The actual
mode of transport will depend on where you go, as well as
the trip style.

guaranteed departures...
Because of our small group sizes, we’re able to guarantee
departures for almost all of our trips. Unlike other operators,
we generally run trips on a ‘maximum number’ basis, not a
minimum. So unless minimum numbers are specified, once
you have booked and paid your deposit, your trip is on!

responsible travel...
We are committed to a style of travel that is
environmentally, culturally and socially responsible - we call
this Responsible Travel. Travelling this way means you will
contribute more directly to local economies and have more
opportunities to meet the locals.

3 real value
q
3 small groups, real experiences
q
3
q
3
q
3
q
3
q
3
q

freedom & flexibility
innovative & interactive itineraries
it’s all in the journey
guaranteed departures
responsible travel

Left: Photo Competition, Cape Tribulation, QLD, Australia - Mark Smith
Right: Kings Canyon, NT, Australia - Sally Johnson

3

think globally

travel locally…
leading the way...
Behind every great trip is a great leader. Their enthusiasm
and knowledge of local culture is second to none − in
most cases because they’re taking you around their home
country. In fact, 90 per cent of our leaders are local. Others
are ex-pats with an urge to share their passion for travelling
in foreign lands and every one of them is the reason why so
many travellers return to us year after year. You may even
have the added bonus of being accompanied by a local
guide with specialised knowledge of your destination.
And while it doesn’t matter where they come from, it does
matter that they pass our rigorous training with flying
colours. During their training they cover everything from
managing group dynamics, to keeping groups safe and
practising responsible travel. They also spend time on the
road with a real group and an experienced leader getting
hands-on experience. We’d like to say our leaders and
guides are our unsung heroes, but there seem to be plenty
of travellers out there singing their praises. Our leaders
are frequently nominated for Wanderlust Magazine’s Paul
Morrison Guide Awards and we’re proud to say in 2009,
Intrepid leader Tejendra Singh won the bronze award!

Luke Paterson, Group Leader, Australia
“It dawns on me what an amazing
situation I find myself in. I’m here
sitting around a glowing campfire
and enjoying the company of
new friends. We’re recalling what
a special day we’ve had, seeing
rock art, spending time with a
local community and watching
an unforgettable sunset. These
moments are irreplaceable.”

Ben Price, Group Leader, Australia

…it could be the instant you see
one of the world’s great icons…

“Tour leading is a mutually
rewarding experience. For my
clients, I’m an interactive street
entertainer doing a juggling
act; managing my client’s
involvement, expectations and
perceptions, while encouraging
them to expand their world and
step outside their comfort zone in
a friendly and fun environment.”
Left: Photo Competition, Harbour Bridge and seagull, Sydney, NSW, Australia - Ng Jun San

multiple trip discount...
There’s nothing quite like beating those post-adventure
blues by heading out on another trip. Each Intrepid
Connections traveller who books three trips or more for
themselves in the same booking, will receive a five per cent
discount off the total trip price (some exclusions do apply).
Find out more on our website.

price guarantee...
Alice Springs

Our trip prices are based on currency exchange rates as
of September 2010. Fluctuations in exchange rates, taxes
or local operator costs may result in surcharges being
added to the trip price. However, we will not surcharge any
booking for travel within the validity period of this brochure
once your trip is paid in full. So to lock in your trip price, we
recommend you pay in full at your earliest convenience.

how was it?

The Kimberley

We think all our trips are fantastic, but naturally you’ll
want to know what past travellers think of us. Find out by
heading to our website where unedited (and unbiased)
feedback is published.

there’s more by mouse...
There’s a lot more to our world than we could squeeze into
this brochure. At Intrepid Connections, our sole focus is
on Australia and New Zealand. Head online to check out
in-depth country information, additional adventures we
couldn’t squeeze into this brochure and itinerary updates.
You’ll also be able to sign up to our e-newsletter and
keep up-to-date on all our news, views, special offers and
competitions. To find out lots more visit our website.

Auckland

Intrepid Connections in australia & new zealand...

recognition...

Wherever your travels take you in Australia and New Zealand,
we’ve got you covered. We believe that by having offices on the
ground, we’re able to provide our travellers with an altogether
better travel experience. You’ll have access to plenty of expert
local knowledge and the security of knowing we’re working
hard behind the scenes to ensure your trip runs smoothly.
From the far reaches of the Kimberley to Alice Springs in the
Red Centre, from the Top End of Australia to the cosmopolitan
cities of Auckland and Sydney, our team is passionate about
the region and will make sure that your adventure is filled with
real life experiences. They share a love of travelling the Intrepid
Connections way and they strive to make sure each and every
one of our travellers does too.

Intrepid Connections was honoured at the 2009 Qantas
Australian Tourism Awards as the WINNER of the Major Tour
and Transport Operators category. This prestigious award
acknowledges the dedication and commitment of our team
to consistently deliver the quintessential Outback Australian
experience to travellers from all corners of the globe.
WINNER
2009 AUSTRALIAN
TOURISM AWARDS
MAJOR TOUR &
TRANSPORT OPERATORS
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your style

of travel…
Our travel styles share a common philosophy of
getting out there and experiencing the real world.
Take a moment to choose the style for you.
BASIX
The best value journeys on the planet! On a Basix trip you
can expect amazing experiences, but none of the inclusions
that you may not want. Which means budget (1-2 star)
accommodation, plenty of free time, activities that are
optional and the freedom to choose meals to suit your
budget. On some trips you may be camping and required
to set up your own tent. You’ll also have access to a group
leader to offer advice and help you uncover the region’s
hidden gems. On a Basix journey, the way you travel is all
a part of the adventure. Depending on destination and
itinerary you could find yourself travelling on anything from
a donkey to a bus or a private safari vehicle. These trips are
ideal for first-time travellers seeking fun and independence
with the support of a group leader. They’re also ideal for
independent travellers looking to make the most of their
travel time with minimum hassle and maximum experiences.
ORIGINAL
Original trips are classic Intrepid adventures. With a mix
of included activities and free time they offer plenty of
opportunity to explore at your own pace and join in activities
that really get beneath the skin of a destination. While the
occasional meal may be included, you’ll have the freedom
to seek out your own culinary adventures. Accommodation
is generally budget or tourist class (2-3 star) but you’re as
likely to find yourself as a guest of a local family as staying in
a hotel or camping. Transport will vary as well. Depending
on the destination and the itinerary you could find yourself
travelling on anything from a camel to a train or a private
safari vehicle. It’s all a part of the adventure! Original
travellers have a desire to make the most of their travel time
and really get to know a place, its people and cultures.
COMFORT

…or that moment you reconnect
with the great outdoors…

Comfort is your style of travel if you want the whole
grassroots experience with more inclusions, meals and
creature comforts. While accommodation is predominantly
tourist class (3-4 star), on some itineraries there is the
opportunity to stay with a local family, spend the night on a
train or camp out in exotic places (without putting up your
own tent of course!). Along the way you’ll really experience
the destination up close. You’ll mingle with locals and gain
special insights from your leader. This is not luxury travel but
real world experiences, just with a softer landing.
Left: Canefields, QLD, Australia - Sally Johnson

Some of our journeys have a special interest
or theme. Keep an eye out for them as you’re
searching for your perfect trip.
OVERLAND

physical ratings...

Big adventures through immense landscapes. These journeys
take you off the beaten track to experience the sights
and sounds of remote regions. Travelling in purpose built
vehicles, you’ll explore with a group of up to 24 travellers.
Accommodation depends on the style of adventure you
choose. If camping, most meals are included and if there is a
kitty you will be required to pitch in and cook meals. Like all
big adventures, the more you put in the more you’ll get out!

You’ll find the physical rating next to the itinerary. This
indicates how much physical activity is required of you on
the trip – from none at all (unless you feel like it) to 8+ hours
a day hiking or biking. It also tells you how fit you need to be
to enjoy it. Physical ratings range from easy and relaxing;
to
only for the seriously fit, who are ready for a
full-on, active adventure. Choose a
trip for inclusive
activities that only require a moderate level of fitness.

SHORT BREAK
Short Breaks are the ideal add on to a longer adventure, or
just a short break in an amazing destination. With a duration
of 2-5 days these trips range from relaxing beach breaks,
to excursions with a local guide or a short but sweet group
adventure. With guaranteed frequent departures, group size
will vary from the single traveller to an average size of 12.
Also guaranteed is the opportunity for the type of real life
experience that makes travel so rewarding.

culture shock ratings...
You’ll also find the culture rating beside each itinerary.
This gives you an idea of the degree of culture shock you
can expect – whether there’s any familiar food, health
considerations and how much you’ll need to adapt to
local customs. Culture ratings range from little or no
adjustment required; to
expect a real culture
shock. On a mid-point,
rated trip you can expect
unusual food and some language barriers but still access
to home comforts.

ACTIVE
Thrilling adventures is the simplest way to describe these
trips. As you’d expect, activity is the key – though we’re
talking cycling, kayaking and walking rather than rock
climbing or paragliding. You don’t need to be super fit for all
Active trips, but they’re ideal if you want a physical challenge
with plenty of cultural interaction.

Above: Billy tea by the campfire, NT, Australia - Sally Johnson

I’ve travelled with Intrepid Travel all over the world
and the one thing that is always the same is that feeling
of uniqueness. You’re not just ticking off sights, you’re
meeting locals, seeing ‘behind the scenes’ and really
experiencing a place, its culture and its people.
Max Chandler
Intrepid Traveller
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…it could be hearing stories of the Dreamtime…

there’s more to life than

the world you live in...
responsible travel…
Wherever we go in the world, we take a responsible
approach. That means travelling in a way that both
respects and benefits the local people, their culture and
the environment. We mostly take public transport, stay
and eat in small-scale, locally owned establishments,
travel in small groups and spread the word of sustainable
tourism wherever possible. Every year we evaluate each
trip to ensure its compliance with our Responsible Travel
Code of Conduct. By taking these small steps, we’re able
to make a big difference. And that goes for the whole trip
experience too. Our travellers have the chance to meet
local people and really get to know their culture first-hand.
You’ll contribute directly to local economies and help
develop cross-cultural understanding. In other words, enjoy
a real life experience. In fact, our whole Responsible Travel
philosophy starts with this brochure. We use paper from
sustainable forests and every year our staff get together to
plant hundreds of native trees.
Find out more about how to be a responsible traveller at

intrepidtravel.com/responsibletravel

Tips for being a responsible traveller…

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Learn as much as you can about the country you’re
visiting: its religion(s), values, customs and rules.
Pay particular attention to appropriate behaviour,
dress and body language.
Learn some of the local language and don’t be
afraid to use it − a simple hello can break the ice.
Always ask before taking photos of people and
offer to send back copies if possible.

“Climate change is perhaps the greatest
challenge the world has ever faced. We believe
that as a travel company, it is time for us to
become a part of the solution, rather than just
a part of the problem.”
Darrell Wade, CEO & Co-founder

reducing our carbon footprint…
Somewhere in the middle of Botswana, Intrepid Travel’s
CEO Darrell Wade had, what he called, “a moment of truth.”
He realised that by sending people to travel on the other
side of the world we were actively contributing to the
world’s largest environmental crisis. And so, in 2006, we
launched our Carbon Management Project.
A big step towards reducing our environmental impact has
been the release of our Carbon Offset trips. Traditionally,
we’ve designed trips in a way that ensures emissions are
kept low so that our footprint remains light, but we’re
now taking this one step further. Our Intrepid adventures
have been assessed for their greenhouse gas emissions
by measuring their most carbon intensive components
- transport, accommodation and waste by region and
trip style. From this we were able to determine carbon
emissions of our trips and build in a carbon offset
component, which helps neutralise the impact of these
harmful emissions. We offset each trip through purchasing
carbon credits from accredited providers and projects. This
means you can take an Intrepid journey knowing that your
environmental impact is significantly reduced.
Most of our trips are carbon offset, except those where
we do not have pricing control. In this brochure, the trips
featured without carbon information are not offset.

Minimise your water and energy use and avoid
plastic bags and packaging.

Please note: Carbon emission information in this brochure
relates to amount of emissions offset per person, per trip
(pp per trip).

Where possible refill your bottle with purified water
rather than purchasing bottled water.

For more information, please see

intrepidtravel.com/ourtrips/carbon

Avoid activities that involve the mistreatment
of animals or that promote the exploitation of
endangered species.
Support local business by purchasing locally made
products, food, arts and crafts rather than imported.

Left: Aboriginal artwork, Alice Springs, Australia - Cameron Gaze
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see the world,

and make a difference.
travellers making a difference…

two ways you can help…

Travel can be an enormously enriching experience,
giving you very special and long lasting memories. Now
you have an opportunity to give something lasting
back to the communities you’ve visited. Through the
Intrepid Foundation you can help support community
organisations and projects in health care, education,
human rights, child welfare, sustainable development
and environmental and wildlife protection.

By donating to The Intrepid Community Project Fund
you’re supporting the grassroots work of non-government
organisations that are making a valuable contribution to the
local community. These include many small organisations you
may visit during your Intrepid adventure.

Since the foundation’s creation we have distributed
over AU$2 million to a variety of long-term charitable
programs. You could help us contribute even more. All
donations to the Intrepid Foundation will be matched by
Intrepid Travel dollar for dollar up to AU$5,000 per donor
and a total of AU$400,000 for all donors in each financial
year. We also guarantee that 100% of your donation
reaches your nominated project because administration
costs are entirely funded by Intrepid Travel.

Donations to The Intrepid Perpetual Fund are divided equally
each year. Half is retained in the account to conserve and
grow capital for the future and half is put into an annual
grants pool, supporting a number of well-known and
respected international non-government organisations.
Find out more and make a donation at:

theintrepidfoundation.org

…these moments are what travelling is all about,
giving you an experience like no other.

Tasmanian Devil Wildlife Sanctuary - Australia

Indigenous Culture - Australia

“The Tasmanian Devil, once
hunted to near extinction,
now faces another enemy,
the Devil Facial Tumour
Disease. Almost 50% of
the population has been
infected and there’s no cure.
Protected habitats and sanctuaries are their only hope.
Visiting a sanctuary to see these feisty (but cute) devils is
a great opportunity to see what’s being done to restore
their numbers.”
Kym Campton - Australia & NZ Destination Manager

“We’re proud to be
working with indigenous
communities to help
promote their culture.
In Central Australia our
travellers join a dot painting
class on a visit to the Wallace
Rockhole Aboriginal community. And in the Top End,
we are privileged guests of the Murdudjurl Aboriginal
community. We believe experiencing indigenous
cultures is an important part of any visit to Australia.”
Jacquie Burnside, Deputy GM, Intrepid Connections

Whale Watch Kaikoura - New Zealand
“Owned by the indigenous
Kati Kuri people of Kaikoura,
this award-winning company
has been running whale
watching trips since 1987.
Not only does Whale Watch
give our travellers a rare
chance to see these giants of the ocean, they’ve also
helped create jobs for the local Maori community. Their
respect for the whales and their unique habitat, makes
this experience very special.”
Leah Johnson - New Zealand Industry BDM

Snoozing on the swag, Australia - Cameron Gaze
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australia

Intrepid Connection’s real life experiences in australia…
With bright blue skies, immense red deserts, sun-bronzed beaches and vast green wetlands,
Australia is big, bold and full of contrasts. Come and experience the kaleidoscope of brilliant
colours this country showcases.

Darwin
Top End

Cairns
The Kimberley
Broome

NORTHERN
TE RRITORY
Red Centre

Alice Springs

QUEENSLAND

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Brisbane

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH
WALES

Perth

Sydney
Adelaide

VICTORIA
Melbourne

TASMANIA

Hobart

Outback Farmstay

Fraser Island

Uluru Sunset

Learn To Surf

Great Western Safari
page : 23, PIOWC

East Coast Explorer
page : 32, PERS

Central Explorer
page : 14, PISC

Western Wildlife Experience
page : 28, PPOW

Get a taste for life on the
land at a working station.
500,000 acres of sprawling
land is home to horses, a
meandering river and a
plethora of wildlife.

Jump in a 4x4 to explore
the largest sand island on
the planet. See ancient
rainforests give way to
endless stretches of pristine
sandy beaches.

Watch Uluru change colour
each minute during a
specatcular sunset. Take
a guided walk around the
rock’s base to learn about
its spiritual importance.

Discover your inner surfer
on Australia’s southern
shores. That magic moment
where you and the wave
become one could be the
start of a life-long addiction.
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Refreshing Dip

Twelve Apostles

Kakadu Dreamtime Safari
page : 21, PISF

Melbourne to Adelaide
page : 30, PJAG

Beat the steamy Top End
heat with a dip beneath
cascading waterfalls.
Swim, float and soak up
the serenity of an ancient,
outback swimming hole.

Come face-to-face with an
iconic Aussie view. Count
apostles guarding the
immense Southern Ocean
while driving along the
Great Ocean Road.
Uluru, NT, Australia - Cameron Gaze

14 Red Centre

Central Explorer
trip
code

PISC

original

4 days, ex Alice Springs
Departs daily in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock)
Surrounded by hills and craggy ridges, Alice Springs is the
gateway to Central Australia. Astounding Uluru awaits with its
ever-changing hues. Explore its vast base and discover ancient rock
art and waterholes that bring life to the surrounding desert. Take
some time to learn about one of the oldest cultures in the world
and its relationship to Uluru, with a visit to a local cultural centre. In
the evening, enjoy unforgettable sunset views of the magnificent
monolithic rock. Day 2 Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)/Kings Creek
Station View a spectacular sunrise to remember at Kata Tjuta. Hike
through winding gorges and past sandstone domes in the Valley
of the Winds. Enjoy a traditional camp oven dinner cooked in the
hot coals of the fire at Kings Creek Station. Swap stories and be
mesmerised by thousands of stars sparkling from the clear desert
night sky. Day 3 Watarrka National Park (Kings Canyon)/
ACCOMMODATION Permanent tents with shared facilities (3 nts) TRANSPORT
Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 3
Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily
from Jul-Oct & every Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun from Nov-Jun GUARANTEE
Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 634 kg pp per trip NOTES
1. This trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and finishes at 17.00 on day 4. Please consider
this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Short on time? Join this trip
at 13.00 on day 1 from either Ayers Rock Airport or Ayers Rock Resort. See trip
code PISCY. Please enquire at time of booking.
Above: Permanent camp, Red Centre, NT - Intrepid Connections
Below: Kings Canyon, NT - Sally Johnson

Wallace Rockhole Hike between sheer cliffs and diverse plant
species at Watarrka, then walk down to explore the Garden of
Eden rockpool. After a picnic lunch, head to Hermannsburg - an
aboriginal mission famous for its arts and crafts. Learn about the
life of renowned Indigenous artist Albert Namatjira and view
his unique artwork at the gallery. After a drive through the red
sands of the country, arrive at the Wallace Rockhole Aboriginal

Physical
culturAL

• Discover rich
diversity in the Alice
• Experience Uluru’s
mythic beauty
• Marvel as the sun rises
over spectacular
Kata Tjuta
• Learn about an
ancient land from an
Indigenous host
• Enjoy bush hikes and
remote campsites
• Embark on a 4x4 trek
across desert plains
• Share a tasty bush
tucker feast at
Wallace Rockhole
• Take a hike around
the rim of mighty
Kings Canyon

community for an unforgettable evening of tasty bush tucker
cooked on the barbecue. Take this opportunity to indulge in
some of Australia’s more unusual culinary delights - kangaroo,
emu and camel. Day 4 Western MacDonnell Ranges/Alice
Springs Visit Wallace Rockhole’s ancient rock paintings and
carvings with a knowledgeable local guide. There’s also a chance
to learn the special techniques behind traditional dot painting
during a class. After getting creative, continue on to the Western
MacDonnell Ranges. Explore the rich earthy beauty of Standley
Chasm and Simpsons Gap. Enjoy a peaceful picnic in the beautiful
surroundings and perhaps take a hike to spot local rock wallabies
that inhabit the area. Say goodbye to new friends back in the
outback town of Alice Springs, perhaps over a cold Aussie beer or
delicious kangaroo steak.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Prefer to be guided in
French or German?
See trip code PISCF
for French departures
& trip code PISCG for
German departures.

trip
code

PISD

original

15 Red Centre

Uluru Express
SHORT BREAK

2 days, ex Alice Springs
Departs daily
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock)
Welcome to the Red Centre. Departing Alice Springs, head south,
stopping for a short visit at an outback camel farm. Continue on
to Yulara, gateway to the magnificent Uluru-Kata Tjuta National
Park. Spend the afternoon exploring Uluru on a guided walk. Learn
Physical
culturAL

about one of the oldest cultures in the world while walking around
the base of this giant monolith. Visit rockholes, explore ancient
caves and see superb Indigenous rock paintings. As the sun sets,
be awed by the kaleidoscope of colour changes that the rock
showcases. Celebrate the end of a very special day with a sparkling
wine toast as the last rays of sun disappear from the horizon. Return
to camp at Yulara and enjoy a traditional Aussie meal. Day 2 Kata
Tjuta (The Olgas)/Alice Springs Rise early to see sunrise light up
the rocks of Kata Tjuta (The Olgas), an area of great importance to
the Anangu people. Have cameras ready to capture the moment
when dawn breaks. Once the sun is up head off on a walk through
the 36 domes which combine to form the many beautiful gorges
throughout the area. During this time, learn about the unique
fauna and flora found here. Also learn about the fire management
practices which are used in this national park. Then take a wander
through the red sandstone domes and past the winding creek

• Meet camels at
an outback farm
• See an unforgettable
sunset over Uluru
• Hike through dramatic
bush landscapes
• Catch a glimpse of
ancient rock paintings
• Explore Kata Tjuta
• Enjoy a traditional
Aussie barbecue

beds of the Valley of the Winds. After time spent enjoying this
remarkable and culturally significant site, head back to the
campsite for lunch. With full stomachs it’s time then to hit the road

ACCOMMODATION Permanent tents with shared facilities (1 nt) TRANSPORT
Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 1
Breakfast, 2 Lunches, 1 Dinner BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of
meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily
GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 317 kg pp
per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.00 on day
2. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Short on
time? Join this trip at 13.00 on day 1 from either Ayers Rock Airport or Ayers
Rock Resort. See trip code PISDY. Please enquire at time of booking.
Photo Competition, Rosie, local artist, NT - Marianne Le Fevre

and return to Alice Springs where the adventure ends.

Central Rock & Canyon
trip
code

PISR

original

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Alice Springs
Departs daily
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock) Travel
from modern-day Alice Springs to ancient Uluru. Along the way,
make a stop at an outback camel farm. For those that are keen,
there’s the option to go for a short ride on one of these ‘ships of
the desert’. Continue on to a permanent campsite at Yulara for a
tasty lunch. Spend time in the afternoon exploring Uluru. It’ll be
difficult not to be impressed by this massive rock that captivates
with its size and vibrant colours. Walk the perimeter and learn
about traditional Indigenous culture. At sunset, witness the rock’s
chameleon hues while sipping on a glass of bubbles. Day 2
Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)/Kings Creek Station Enjoy daybreak
over Kata Tjuta, a truly special experience. Then head off on a

Physical
culturAL

• Be awed by Uluru
• Watch daybreak
over Kata Tjuta
• Hike at King’s Canyon

eight km hike through the spectacular Valley of the Winds. In
the afternoon travel through the red sand dunes on the way to
Kings Creek Station where optional activities are abundant. Try a
traditional camp oven dinner, cooked in the coals of the fire, before
discovering the constellations of the desert sky during a star-gazing
session. Fall asleep to the sounds of the Outback. Day 3 Watarrka
National Park (Kings Canyon)/Alice Springs Discover the Lost
City and the Garden of Eden on a seven km hike past the towering
walls, tranquil rockpools, crevices and plateaus of Watarrka. The
photo opportunities here are endless so be sure to bring a camera.
There’s bound to be time for a dip in one of the tranquil rockpools.
Return to Kings Creek Station for lunch and then make the journey
back to the outback town of Alice Springs.

Prefer to be guided in
French or German?
See trip code PISRF
for French departures
& trip code PISRG for
German departures.

ACCOMMODATION Permanent tents with shared facilities (2 nts) TRANSPORT
Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 2
Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily
GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 476 kg pp
per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and finishes at 17.00 on day
3. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Short on
time? Join this trip at 13.00 on day 1 from either Ayers Rock Airport or Ayers
Rock Resort. See trip code PISRY. Please enquire at time of booking.
Photo Competition, Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, NT - Jeremy Simons

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel
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Iconic Central Australia
trip
code

PIKC

comfort

4 days, ex Alice Springs
Departs every Friday in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Wallace Rockhole/Glen
Helen Leave Alice Springs behind and journey to the Aboriginal
community at Wallace Rockhole. View amazing Indigenous rock
art before joining a dot painting class to learn about traditional
techniques used. Arrive at Standley Chasm in the Western
MacDonnell Ranges in time to see the midday sun cast a red glow
on its sandstone walls. Keep eyes peeled for rock wallabies that
are often seen in this area. Continue on to the gum tree-lined
Ellery Creek and the nearby Ochre Pits, which have been used
for generations by the local Aboriginal people as a mine for this
ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), motel (1 nt), permanent tented camping
lodge (1 nt) TRANSPORT Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE
Max 20 MEALS 3 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional
costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Every Fri from Jul-Dec & selected Fri from Jan-Jun GUARANTEE Departure
guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 634 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This
trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and finishes at 17.00 on day 4. Please consider this
when booking flights and accommodation.
Start
2011
01 Apr
15 Apr
29 Apr
06 May
20 May
03 Jun
17 Jun
01 Jul
08 Jul

Finish
04 Apr
18 Apr
02 May
09 May
23 May
06 Jun
20 Jun
04 Jul
11 Jul

15 Jul
22 Jul
29 Jul
05 Aug
12 Aug
19 Aug
26 Aug
02 Sep
09 Sep
16 Sep
23 Sep

18 Jul
25 Jul
01 Aug
08 Aug
15 Aug
22 Aug
29 Aug
05 Sep
12 Sep
19 Sep
26 Sep

30 Sep
07 Oct
14 Oct
21 Oct
28 Oct
04 Nov
11 Nov
18 Nov
25 Nov
02 Dec
09 Dec

03 Oct
10 Oct
17 Oct
24 Oct
31 Oct
07 Nov
14 Nov
21 Nov
28 Nov
05 Dec
12 Dec

Above: MacDonnell Ranges, NT - Sally Johnson
Below: Kings Canyon rim walk, NT - Intrepid Connections

16 Dec
23 Dec
2012
06 Jan
20 Jan
03 Feb
17 Feb
02 Mar
16 Mar
30 Mar

19 Dec
26 Dec
09 Jan
23 Jan
06 Feb
20 Feb
05 Mar
19 Mar
02 Apr

colourful mineral. Finally reach our outback motel which will be
home for the night. Toast a day well spent with a cold beer on
the back veranda of this restored homestead. Day 2 Watarrka
National Park (Kings Canyon)/Kings Creek Station Travel
into the breathtaking Watarrka National Park, home of Kings
Canyon. Slip on comfortable shoes for an unforgettable hike
around its rim. Discover the Lost City and the Garden of Eden.
Spend the night at a wilderness lodge at Kings Creek Station, a fully
operational cattle and camel station. Be treated to a three-course
gourmet outback dinner; camel, kangaroo and barramundi may

Physical
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• Spend time exploring
Watarrka’s Lost City
• Get creative in a
dot painting class
• Wait for the midday
sun to light up
Standley Chasm
• Enjoy a beer on the
back veranda
• Take a wander around
Kings Canyon
• Enjoy a delicious
outback feast
• Learn of an ancient
culture at Uluru
• Have a special
moment as the sun
rises at Kata Tjuta

be on the menu. After, sit back and relax around the campfire with
a glass of wine and soak up the sights and sounds of the Outback.
Day 3 Uluru (Ayers Rock) Pass through red sand dunes and
desert oak country on the way to Yulara, the base for exploring
Uluru (Ayers Rock). Discover caves, view impressive art and learn
about the oldest culture on earth on a guided walking tour around
Uluru’s base. And as the sun sets, prepare to be awed by the
magical sight of the changing colours of this ancient rock. Day 4
Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)/Alice Springs Get up before the sun
and head to Kata Tjuta (The Olgas). Watching the sunrise over the
36 domes here is a moving experience. Be sure to bring a camera to
capture the beauty of this area as dawn breaks. Then, on a guided
walk, discover some of Kata Tjuta’s unique flora and fauna and learn
about the fire management procedures adopted by this park. After
pictures have been taken and vistas sufficiently soaked up, return
back to Alice Springs where the adventure comes to an end.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

It was a longheld dream come true
to visit the Outback
and it proved to be
every bit as exciting
and wonderful as I’d
expected it to be.
The leader’s knowledge
was exceptional.
Dianne,
New Zealand

trip
code

PISX

original

17 Red Centre

Uluru & Larapinta Experience
ACTIVE

5 days, ex Alice Springs
Departs daily from July - October
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock)
Start this active outback journey with an afternoon exploring
mythic Uluru - a place of great spiritual value, natural beauty and
cultural significance. Take a walk and view ancient Indigenous
rock paintings and caves. Raise a glass and watch Uluru change
colours with the sunset. Day 2 Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)/Kings
Creek Station Wake early for an unforgettable sunrise at Kata
Tjuta. Walk amid the splendour and mystery of the 36 magical
domes. Savour a traditional dinner cooked in the hot coals of
the campfire at Kings Creek Station while catching up on some
star gazing. Day 3 Watarrka National Park (Kings Canyon)/
Wallace Rockhole In the morning, head off to Watarrka National
Park for a hike around the rim of Kings Canyon. Camp the night

Physical
culturAL

• Camp under a starfilled desert sky
• Hike part of the
famous Larapinta Trail
• See Indigenous art

at Wallace Rockhole Aboriginal community. Enjoy the hospitality
and try bush tucker delicacies such as kangaroo and emu. Day 4
Western MacDonnell Ranges Venture out with a local guide to
view and learn about Aboriginal rock art. Participate in a traditional
dot painting class and learn about techniques handed down
through the generations. Visit impressive Standley Chasm in the
Western MacDonnell Ranges and camp the night in Glen Helen.
Day 5 Larapinta Trail/Alice Springs Start the day with an
energetic hike along a section of the Larapinta Trail in the cooler
temperatures of the morning. Work up an appetite and enjoy
lunch at Redbank Gorge. Stop at Simpsons Gap to spot native rock
wallabies before returning to Alice Springs in the afternoon.

Prefer to be guided in
French or German?
See trip code PISXF
for French departures
& trip code PISXG for
German departures.

ACCOMMODATION Permanent tents with shared facilities (4 nts) TRANSPORT
Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 4
Breakfasts, 5 Lunches, 4 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Daily from Jul-Oct GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS
OFFSET 793 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and
finishes at 17.00 on day 5. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Short on time? Join this trip at 13.00 on day 1 from either
Ayers Rock Airport or Ayers Rock Resort. See trip code PISXY. Please enquire at
time of booking.
Local wildlife, Western Macdonnell Ranges, NT - Sally Johnson

The Ghan Adventure
trip
code

PISGC

ORIGINAL

Overland

9 days, Alice Springs to Darwin
Departs every Thursday from Apr - Dec
ITINERARY... Day 1 Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock) Flanked
by hills and ridges, Alice Springs is the gateway to Uluru. Explore
Uluru’s vast base and discover rock art. In the evening, enjoy
unforgettable sunset views of this magnificent monolith. Day 2
Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)/Kings Creek Station See a sunrise to
remember at Kata Tjuta and hike through the Valley of the Winds.
At night, enjoy a traditional camp-oven dinner at a remote cattle
station. Fall asleep under thousands of stars. Day 3 Watarrka
National Park (Kings Canyon)/Wallace Rockhole Hike
between sheer cliffs at Watarrka. Learn about the life of renowned
Indigenous artist, Albert Namatjira, on a visit to Hermannsburg.
End the day with tasty bush tucker at Wallace Rockhole. Day 4
Western MacDonnell Ranges/Alice Springs Start the day
viewing rock art before enjoying the beauty of Standley Chasm
and Simpson Gap in the Western MacDonnell Ranges. Head back
to Alice Springs. Day 5 The Ghan Board the legendary Ghan
and embark on one of the world’s great train journeys. Day 6
Katherine/Darwin Stop off at Katherine before continuing the
rail journey to Darwin. Day 7 Kakadu National Park Be on the
lookout for crocs on a Kakadu cruise. Day 8 Mt Bundy Station
Enjoy time further exploring the spectacular surrounds of Kakadu.
Be sure to bring your swimsuit as there’s bound to be a chance
for a refreshing dip. Spend the night at Mt Bundy Station. Day 9
Litchfield National Park/Darwin Visit Florence Falls and Wangi
Falls in scenic Litchfield National Park before returning to Darwin.

Physical
culturAL

• Experience Uluru’s
mythic beauty
• View art by a
renowned
Indigenous artist
• Enjoy bush hikes and
remote campsites
• Travel to Darwin on
the legendary Ghan
• Spy crocodiles on a
Kakadu cruise

ACCOMMODATION Hotel (2 nts), permanent tents with shared facilities (5 nts),
overnight train (1 nt) TRANSPORT Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle,
train GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 5 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches, 5 Dinners BUDGET
See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional activities &
personal spending DEPARTS Every Thu from Apr-Dec GUARANTEE Departure
guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 1269 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This
trip starts at 6.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.30 on day 9. Please consider this
when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Short on time? Join this trip at
13.00 on day 1 from either Ayers Rock Airport or Ayers Rock Resort. See trip
code PISGY. Please enquire at time of booking.
The Ghan, Finke River, NT - Great Southern Rail, Tom Roschi

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel
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Total Top End
trip
code

PISE

original

SHORT BREAK

4 days, ex Darwin
Departs daily in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin/Kakadu National Park A colourful
blend of frontier charm and modern cosmopolitan attitude, Darwin
is an exciting launch pad into the Never Never. After an early
start from this tropical capital, take a wilderness cruise. Keep eyes
peeled and cameras ready and try to spy a magnificent crocodile
patrolling the waters. Afterwards, venture deep into the wilderness
of Kakadu National Park. Steeped in Dreamtime history, learn how
this landscape helps maintain Indigenous tradition and culture.
Be captivated by the park’s ever-changing terrain and untamed
beauty. After lunch head to Ubirr Rock to view some of the world’s
finest Aboriginal rock art. Have cameras ready here as the 360
degree-views are impressive. Day 2 Katherine After breakfast,
head out to explore more of Kakadu. Cool off with a swim in
crocodile-free waters and be sure to soak up the spectacular
sandstone country while there. After lunch, travel south out of the
park into the historic mining area of Pine Creek. Stop along the
way for a refreshing dip in Edith Falls. Settle in for the night at our
campsite at the historic Springvale Homestead near the remote
town of Katherine. Fall asleep tonight to the sounds of an ancient
land. Day 3 Katherine Gorge/Mt Bundy Station Take a cruise
along the waters of Katherine Gorge or explore under your own
steam by paddling a canoe. The gorge, formed by the Katherine
River flowing from Arnhem Land to the Timor Sea, is breathtaking.
Heading north again, camp for the night at remote Mt Bundy
Station, which once was the largest cattle station in the Northern
Territory. Enjoy a special ‘Territorian’ meal with opportunities to
sample croc or even kangaroo. Day 4 Litchfield National Park/

Physical
culturAL

• Revel in Darwin’s
laid-back charm
• Enjoy a wetlands
cruise in Kakadu
• Marvel at ancient
Aboriginal art
at Ubirr Rock
• Learn about
Indigenous traditions
and cultures
• Embrace WorldHeritage Kakadu
National Park
• Sample a special
Territorian dinner
• Paddle a canoe along
the tranquil waters of
Katherine Gorge
• Stay overnight at
Mt Bundy Station
• Explore Litchfield’s
stunning surrounds
• Beat the heat in a
Top End watering hole

Darwin Filled with waterholes and waterfalls, Litchfield National
Park is a great place to relax and well deserving of all its hype. This
park is nothing short of spectacular. Visit Florence Falls, Wangi Falls
and Buley Rockholes, walk through beautiful rainforests and cool
down with a dip in one of Litchfield’s picture-perfect swimming
holes. As with all good things, this Top End adventure must come
to an end. Hit the road and head back to steamy Darwin. Perhaps
enjoy a night out on the town to toast the adventure with newlymade friends.
ACCOMMODATION Apr-Nov: permanent tented camp with shared facilities
(3 nts), Dec-Mar: ensuite cabins (2 nts), lodge (1 nt) TRANSPORT Airconditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24 MEALS 3 Breakfasts,
4 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily from JulNov & every Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat from Dec-Jun GUARANTEE Departure
guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 45 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip
starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.30 on day 4. Please consider this when
booking flights and accommodation. 2. Cabin upgrade available Apr-Nov,
subject to availability and at an extra cost. Please enquire at time of booking.
Above: Aboriginal rock art , Kakadu National Park, NT - Sam Dcruz
Below: Photo Competition, Aboriginal kids, NT - Rebecca Harris

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Prefer to be guided in
French or German?
See trip code PISEF
for French departures
& trip code PISEG for
German departures.

trip
code

PISL

original

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Darwin
Departs daily in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin/Kakadu National Park Welcome
to Darwin and the Top End of Australia! Arrive early to spend
time exploring some of the hidden treasures and soak up the
multicultural vibe of this northern capital. Perhaps watch the
sunset from a harbour cruise, or pull up a deckchair to catch a flick
at the outdoor cinema. Then meet up with the group and head
south towards one of the most famous parks in the world, Kakadu.
This area is one of the few places on earth which has been World
Heritage-listed for not only its natural attributes but also for its
cultural significance. Hop aboard a wilderness cruise through the
tropical wetlands. Be sure to have cameras ready in the hope of
spotting crocs in their natural habitat. Continue on to appreciate
360-degree views and spectacular rock art at Ubirr Rock before
bedding down for the night in a local campsite. Day 2 Mt Bundy
Station The morning provides ample time to further explore
Kakadu. Head out for a walk through the surrounding sandstone
landscape and enjoy a swim in a watering-hole that’s crocodilefree. This national park holds great significance to the Indigenous
people of this land - in fact, the word ‘Kakadu’ is derived from one
of the languages spoken in the area. After a lunch stop to refuel,
travel further south to Pine Creek, a historic gold mining area.
Continue to Mt Bundy Station and enjoy a special ‘Territorian’ meal.
Try kangaroo or possibly even crocodile! Spend the night camping
here. Day 3 Litchfield National Park/Darwin After breakfast
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Kakadu & Litchfield
Physical
culturAL

• Soak up chilled-out
vibes in Darwin
• Have cameras ready on
a wilderness cruise
• Enjoy postcard
views at Ubirr Rock
• Fall asleep to the sounds
of an ancient land
• Discover a golden
history at Pine Creek
• Spend the night on a
working cattle station
• Sink into a cool plunge
pool in Litchfield
• Take a stroll down a
rainforest trail
• See the cascading
waters of Wangi Falls
and Florence Falls
• Keep a look out for
termite mounds

ACCOMMODATION Permanent tented camp with shared facilities (2 nts)
TRANSPORT Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24
MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional
costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Daily from Jul-Oct & every Tue, Wed & Sat from Nov-Jun GUARANTEE
Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 34 kg pp per trip NOTES
1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.30 on day 3. Please consider
this when booking flights and accommodation.
Above: Crocodile, Kakadu National Park, NT - Sam Dcruz
Below: Bush tucker - Tourism Australia

make tracks for Litchfield National Park, famous for its scenic
beauty, termite mounds and numerous waterfalls that cascade over
the sandstone Tabletop Ranges. This park is of great importance
to the Marranunggu, Werat, Koongurrukun and Warray Aboriginal
people, all of whom have ancestral ties to this land. A visit to
Florence Falls, Wangi Falls and the Bluey Rockholes are included
stops today. As many of the swimming holes here are safe, bring
along a swimsuit to cool off from the heat of the outback sun. For
those who prefer to stay dry, a walk through the beautiful rainforest
is highly recommended. Make a pit stop at the tiny township of
Batchelor, located on the outskirts of the national park, on the way
back to Darwin.

Our expectations
were exceeded
without exception.
One of the major
contributing factors
to the trip’s success
was our leader’s work
ethic, knowledge and
enthusiasm.
Tim & Jill,
United Kingdom

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel
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Kakadu & Katherine
trip
code

PISK

original

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Darwin
Departs daily in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin/Kakadu National Park Leave
the relaxed harbour city of Darwin behind and journey to World
Heritage-listed Kakadu. Covering more than 20,000 sq km, this park
is impressive whichever way you look at it. Home to ancient rock
art, lush wetlands and unique ecosystems, be left with no doubt
Physical
culturAL

that this place is pretty special. Head off to spot crocodiles on a
cruise through the watery byways of the park. Enjoy views straight
out of Crocodile Dundee at Ubirr Rock. Day 2 Katherine There’s
much to see in this breathtaking sandstone country and luckily
plenty of time for further exploration of Kakadu this morning. With
croc-free waters nearby, be sure to take this opportunity for a swim.
Then head to the historic mining town of Pine Creek and discover
its gold rush past. Stop off at the picturesque Edith Falls on the
way. Spend the night at Springvale Homestead on the banks of
the Katherine River. Look out for wallabies that are sometimes seen
nearby. Fall asleep under an outback sky, dreaming of an ancient
land. Day 3 Katherine Gorge/Darwin Rise early to maximise

• Join a cruise through
Kakadu’s wetlands
• Get snap happy
at Ubirr Rock
• Take a dip under the
waters of Edith Falls
• Canoe through
Katherine Gorge

time spent at majestic Katherine Gorge. Formed by the Katherine
ACCOMMODATION Permanent tented camp with shared facilities (2 nts)
TRANSPORT Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24
MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional
costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Daily from Jul-Oct & every Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat from Nov-Jun GUARANTEE
Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 34 kg pp per trip NOTES
1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.30 on day 3. Please consider
this when booking flights and accommodation.
Photo Competition, Emu - Nick Jacobs

River flowing from Arnhem Land out to the sea, this is a must-see
attraction on any visit to the region. Here you can either enjoy a
leisurely two-hour cruise along the river’s tranquil waters or, for the
more active, the option to paddle out on a canoeing adventure.
The waters are clear, cool and croc-free and the ancient sandstone
scenery is jaw-droppingly beautiful. In the afternoon it’s time to
pack up and return to Darwin.

Prefer to be guided
in French or German?
See trip code PISKF
for French departures
& trip code PISKG for
German departures.

Kakadu Camping Safari
trip
code

PIST

original

SHORT BREAK

2 days, ex Darwin
Departs every Tuesday & Saturday
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin/Kakadu National Park Depart
Darwin and tackle the Top End with a trip south to experience the
rich biodiversity of World Heritage-listed Kakadu National Park. For
more than 50,000 years this spectacular park has been home to
the local Aboriginal people. Enter murky and mysterious waters
on a thrilling wilderness cruise. Keep eyes peeled for crocodiles.
If luck permits, maybe witness the well-honed hunting instincts
and primal nature of these fascinating creatures with prehistoric
bloodlines. After lunch, head to Ubirr Rock to view fine examples
of Aboriginal rock art. Some of these paintings were created over
2,000 years ago and depict creatures that are now extinct, such as
the Tasmanian tiger. This area is also known for its stunning views
- the panoramic scenery will leave an impression! Tonight camp in
the heart of Kakadu and fall asleep reliving the days’ adventures.
Day 2 Kakadu National Park/Darwin Be immersed in cool
Kakadu waters with a refreshing post-breakfast swim. Walk through
the sandstone surrounds and feel the earthy energy of this sacred
land. After lunch continue on to discover why this park holds
ACCOMMODATION Permanent tented camp with shared facilities (1 nt)
TRANSPORT Air-conditioned all-terrain safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 24
MEALS 1 Breakfast, 2 Lunches, 1 Dinner BUDGET See trip notes for additional
costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Every Tue & Sat GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed CARBON EMISSIONS
OFFSET 23 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and
finishes at 18.30 on day 2. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation.
Termite mound, NT - Intrepid Connections

great significance to the local indigenous communities. Learn a
little more about the habitat, landscape and culture of spectacular
Kakadu at the informative and well-resourced Bowali Visitor Centre.
Featuring audio-visual presentations, displays and a library, the
knowledgeable staff at the centre can answer any questions about
this famous national park. Return to cosmopolitan Darwin with the
memories of Kakadu fresh in your heart.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Physical
culturAL

• Look for primeval
beasts on a
wetlands cruise
• Camp in the
heart of Kakadu
• Swim in pristine
Kakadu waters
• View ancient
Aboriginal rock art
• Revel in a sandstone
landscape
• Learn about the
unique Kakadu
habitat at the Bowali
Visitors Centre

trip
code

PISF

original

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Darwin
Departs every Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat from May - November
ITINERARY... Days 1-2 Darwin/Kakadu National Park Set
off from Darwin bright and early on this journey into the heart of
the Kakadu wilderness. Discover how this breathtaking landscape
helps maintain Indigenous tradition and culture. Kakadu is steeped
in Dreamtime history and current significance, from the artwork it
contains to the wildlife it nurtures. Be completely captivated by the
park’s ever-changing terrain and untamed beauty. Stop off at Ubirr
Rock to view colourful rock art. Marvel at the spectacular setting
of this ancient gallery, which is home to paintings that are more

Physical
culturAL

• Soak up the steamy
charm of Darwin
• Glimpse impressive
art at Ubirr Rock
• Discover Dreamtime
history at Kakadu
• Learn about an ancient
culture on a visit with
the Murdudjurl people

than 20,000 years old. Each painting is a page in the history books

• View iconic Twin Falls

of this timeless country. Learn more about the local inhabitants of

• Take a 4x4 trek
through remote terrain

this vast land on a cultural tour with the Murdudjurl people. Spend
an unforgettable evening as privileged guests of the Murdudjurl.
Enjoy dinner around the campfire before falling asleep under the
seemingly endless starry Kakadu sky. Rising early, head to Twin
Falls by 4x4 and pass through some of the Top End’s most remote
terrain. This is an area of incredible natural beauty - the rock pools
and surrounds are magnificent year round and well worth the
journey. Board a boat for a short ride through a spectacular gorge
before arriving at the base of the falls. Enjoy a picnic lunch on a
secluded stretch of beach. Then hike through steamy rainforest to
the crystal clear waters of Jim Jim Falls, the park’s most iconic sight.
And while swimming is allowed here, be sure to keep a lookout for
the freshwater crocodiles who call these waters home. Return to
the Murdudjurl camp for another night. Day 3 Darwin Cruise the
Yellow Water Billabong, looking out for the big saltwater crocodiles
that patrol the area. Also keep your eyes peeled for exotic birds and

21 Top End

Kakadu Dreamtime Safari

• See Jim Jim Falls the Top End’s most
recognised waterfall
• Be on croc-watch
during a Yellow Water
Billabong cruise
• Try to catch a glimpse
of a fabled billabongdwelling bunyip
• Enjoy a dip in
an outback
swimming hole

the fabled bunyip, rumoured to lurk in Top End billabongs! Cool
off in a true blue outback swimming hole at Barramundi Gorge or
visit Nourlangie Rock. Soak up the scenic beauty of this great land

Got extra time?

before hitting the Arnhem Highway and travelling back to the

Explore further on
the 5 Day 4x4 Kakadu
& Arnhem Land
extension. See trip
code PISA.

Darwin. Once back in the Top End’s capital, why not stay on for
further explorations? Perhaps head to the Territory Wildlife Park to
learn more about some of the native animals seen on this trip, join
a city walk to see some of Darwin’s historically significant sites or
simply watch the sun set on this Top End adventure.

ACCOMMODATION Permanent tented camp (2 nts) TRANSPORT 4x4 safari
vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 12 MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners
BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional
activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat from MayNov GUARANTEE Subject to min 2 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 34 kg pp
per trip NOTES 1.This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.30 on day 3.
Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation.
Above: Twin Falls, NT - Intrepid Connections
Below: Aboriginal culture, NT - David Silva, Tourism NT

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel

22 Western Australia & The Kimberley

4x4 Kimberley Cruiser
trip
code

PIOK

Basix

OVERLAND

9 days, Darwin to Broome
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin/Katherine Leave the tropics of
Darwin and journey south to the tiny township of Adelaide River.
Stop off for a dip in the cooling pools at Edith Falls before making
tracks to Katherine Gorge. Here there’s the choice to join a twohour cruise through this spectacular region or, for the energetic,
there’s the option to paddle along Katherine River in a canoe. End
up at historic Springvale Homestead for a night under the stars.
Day 2 Kununurra Cross the WA border and head to Lake Argyle
for a cruise along its scenic waters. There’s much wildlife here,
including crocs, so be sure to bring the camera. With an appetite
built up, it’s time to partake in a quintessential Aussie experience,
a sausage sizzle barbecue lunch. If time permits, perhaps cool off
with a swim before heading back to set up camp. Days 3-4 El
Questro Stop in at the Zebra Rock Gallery which showcases arts
and crafts from the East Kimberley region. Grab a bite to eat before
continuing on to one of the world’s largest unspoilt frontiers, El
Questro. Wake up the following morning with a soothing soak in
the thermal pools at Zebedee Springs and then head off to explore
more gorges. Days 5-6 Purnululu National Park (Bungle
Bungle Ranges) Marvel at impressive landforms 20 million years
in the making at the Bungle Bungle Ranges. Explore these amazing
striped rock domes and spend time wandering through Cathedral
Gorge and Echidna Chasm. Perhaps choose an optional scenic
flight for an unforgettable perspective on this timeless land. Day 7
Fitzroy Crossing Hit the Northern Highway heading towards
Halls Creek and on to Fitzroy Crossing, a true outback town that
will be home for the night. Day 8 Windjana Gorge Journey into

Physical
culturAL

• Take a leisurely cruise
along Katherine Gorge
• Flex your muscles on a
canoe adventure
• Go star gazing at
Springvale Homestead
• Enjoy an Aussie
sausage sizzle
• View local Kimberley
arts and crafts
• Be awed by the
untamed beauty of
El Questro
• Take a dip in the
Zebedee Springs
• Wander through
Cathedral Gorge
• Marvel at Windjana’s
sheer cliffs
• Discover grim times at
the Boab Prison Tree
• See the sparkling
waters of the
Indian Ocean

Geikie Gorge and see multi-coloured rock cliffs. Look out for freshwater crocodiles, birds, dingoes and wallabies. Enjoy a wet and dark
underground walk at Tunnel Creek and spend the night among
the sheer cliffs of the spectacular Windjana Gorge. Day 9 Broome
Discover a grim history at the infamous Boab Prison Tree, once
used as a temporary prison for the local outlaws. The journey ends
on arrival into Broome. With its romantic pearling history, turquoise
waters, red sandstone cliffs and atmospheric Chinatown, it‘s well
worth staying on in Broome for a few more days.
ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (8 nts). TRANSPORT 4x4 safari
vehicle, boat GROUP SIZE Max 18 MEALS 8 Breakfasts, 8 Lunches, 8 Dinners
BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional
activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Mon, Wed, Sat & Sun from
May-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 399 kg
pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 17.00 on
day 9. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Please
bring a sleeping bag or hire one from the crew for AU$25. Please enquire at
time of booking.
Start Finish
2011
09 May 17 May

01 Jun 09 Jun
25 Jun 03 Jul
18 Jul 26 Jul

08 Aug 16 Aug
03 Sep 11 Sep
26 Sep 04 Oct

17 Oct 25 Oct

Above: Outback boab tree, WA - Evan Collis, Tourism WA
Below: Great Aussie sunset - Cameron Gaze

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Want to travel from
Broome to Darwin?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PIOR
for further details.

trip
code

PIOWC

Basix

OVERLAND

22 days, Perth to Darwin
ITINERARY... Day 1 Perth While waiting for your fellow
travellers to arrive, why not relax on the banks of the Swan River?
Day 2 Kalbarri National Park Explore surreal moonscapes
in the Pinnacles Desert. Spend a relaxing evening around the
campfire on a riverside ranch in Kalbarri. Days 3-4 Monkey Mia
Encounter dolphins up close and discover the magnificent sights
of Gathaagudu (Shark Bay) through Indigenous eyes. Days 5-6
Coral Bay Snorkel, scuba or swim in Coral Bay and on the amazing
Ningaloo Reef. Keep an eye out for manta rays and turtles, or get
close to the ocean’s largest fish, the whale shark. Days 7-8 Karijini
National Park Explore red gorges and stunning wildflowers. Cool
off in idyllic Karijini waterholes then, once the sun sets, tell tall tales
by starlight. Day 9 Eighty Mile Beach Camp near the sweeping
shores of Eighty Mile Beach and take in panoramic Indian Ocean
views. Days 10-12 Broome Shop for pearls, take a sunset camel
ride or chill out with a cocktail on Cable Beach. Explore Broome’s
cultural diversity on an optional afternoon tour of the town. Sample
local mangoes, beers, seafood and bush tucker, at a sunset beach
barbecue. Day 13 Windjana Gorge Venture off the beaten track
in the Kimberley Ranges. Explore amazing underground caves at
Tunnel Creek and spy crocodiles basking in the afternoon sun at
Windjana Gorge. Days 14-15 Gibb River Road The rugged Gibb
River Road snakes through the King Leopold Ranges and some
outstanding gorges. Cool off in tranquil rockpools and camp in the
Kimberley bush. Days 16-17 El Questro This sprawling outback
cattle station can be explored by land, water or air. Ride horses, take
a river cruise or fly over the property by helicopter to experience
the Never Never’s vast, desolate beauty. The choices are many

Physical
culturAL

• Relax on the banks
of the Swan River
• See the bizarre
Pinnacles Desert
• Encounter dolphins in
Monkey Mia
• Discover the
underwater worlds at
Ningaloo Reef
• Traverse the
gorges of Karajini
• Camp on the shores of
Eighty Mile Beach
• Chill out on
Cable Beach
• Enter caves at
Tunnel Creek

ACCOMMODATION Hotel (2 nts), lodges (2 nts), camping with facilities (10
nts), bush camping (6 nts), farmstay (1 nt). Please note some accommodation
is on a multishare basis. TRANSPORT Safari vehicle, 4x4 safari vehicle GROUP
SIZE Max 18 MEALS 19 Breakfasts, 11 Lunches, 17 Dinners BUDGET See trip
notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal
spending DEPARTS Selected dates from Apr-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6
CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 975 kg pp per trip Notes Please bring a
sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please enquire at time of booking.

• Travel the bumpy
Gibb River Road

Start Finish
2010
18 Sep 09 Oct
11 Oct 01 Nov

2011
10 Apr 01 May
03 May 24 May
26 May 16 Jun

• Experience the
beauty of El Questro

Above: Photo Competition, The Pinnacles, WA - Chloe Warden-Flood
Below: Sunset camel ride, Broome, WA - Intrepid Connections

18 Jun 09 Jul
11 Jul 01 Aug
03 Aug 24 Aug

26 Aug 16 Sep
18 Sep 09 Oct
11 Oct 01 Nov

• Explore the mysterious
Bungle Bungle Ranges
• Enjoy a yarn over an
icy-cold beer in Darwin

here. Days 18-19 Purnululu National Park (Bungle Bungle
Ranges) Tackle a rough, dusty dirt road to reach the Bungle
Bungle ‘beehives’, created by erosion and river flows over 20 million
years. Be amazed by the fact that until recently the region was only
known to locals. Day 20 Timber Creek Travel across Gregory
National Park and over the border into Timber Creek, reputedly
Australia’s best barramundi fishing spot. Days 21-22 Darwin Take
a refreshing dip at Edith Falls en route to Darwin.

Want to travel from
Darwin to Perth?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PIOGC
for further details.

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel
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Great Western Safari Northbound

24 Western Australia & The Kimberley

Kimberley Safari Southbound
trip
code

PIOD

Basix

OVERLAND

11 days, Darwin to Broome
ITINERARY... Day 1 Darwin With a unique mix of culture,
character, mystery and beauty, tropical Darwin is packed with
things to see and do. Day 2 Timber Creek A dip in the waters of
Edith Falls offers a refreshing break on the way south. Camp in the
tiny community of Timber Creek. Days 3-4 Purnululu National
Park (Bungle Bungle Ranges) Test the terrain-conquering ability
of the 4x4 while travelling to Turkey Creek. Head into Purnululu
National Park, home to the spectacular Bungle Bungle Ranges.
Explore the black and orange striped domes of theses ranges,
which were 20 million years in the making. Spend time visiting
Cathedral Gorge and Echidna Chasm. Days 5-6 El Questro Step
into the unspoilt world of El Questro Wilderness Reserve, spanning
a million acres. Soak in the thermal waters of Zebedee Springs
and maybe crack open a tinny at an outback bar. Days 7-8 Gibb
River Road Journey into the Kimberley through sunbaked terrain
and rugged gorges, no doubt spotting plenty of wildlife along the
way. Stay overnight in a remote bush camp. Day 9 Windjana
ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), camping with facilities (4 nts), bush camp
(5 nts) TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 18 MEALS 9 Breakfasts,
7 Lunches, 8 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected dates
from Apr-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 487
kg pp per trip NOTES Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Start Finish
2011
20 Apr 30 Apr

13 May 23 May
05 Jun 15 Jun
28 Jun 08 Jul

21 Jul 31 Jul
13 Aug 23 Aug
05 Sep 15 Sep

28 Sep 08 Oct
21 Oct 31 Oct

Photo Competition, Cathedral Gorge, Bungle Bungle Ranges, WA - Helen George

Physical
culturAL

• Marvel at the stripey
rocks of Bungle Bungle
• Visit Echidna Chasm
and Cathedral Gorge
• Enjoy El Questro’s
untamed wilderness
• Sunbathe on the white
sands at Broome

Gorge Further along the rugged Gibb River Road the sheer cliffs
of Windjana Gorge tower above white sands. Keep eyes open for
freshwater crocs often seen sunning themselves here. Days 10-11
Broome Explore the region’s oldest cave system, taking a dark and
fascinating underground tour at Tunnel Creek. Visit the infamous
Boab Prison Tree before arriving in Broome where dramatic red
cliffs meet pristine tropical waters. Take time here to delve into the
pearling history of this remote beach resort.

Want to travel from
Broome to Darwin?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PIOB
for further details.

West Coast Safari Southbound
trip
code

PIOS

Basix

OVERLAND

11 days, Broome to Perth
ITINERARY... Day 1 Broome Hop on the Heritage Trail, hit the
beach or check out the latest flick at the world’s oldest outdoor
cinema; the choices are endless in Broome. Day 2 Eighty Mile
Beach Step into the pages of history at Broome’s Japanese
cemetery. Then hit the road and head to Eighty Mile Beach, soaking
up spectacular coastline vistas on the way. Arrive in time to catch
the sun setting over the Indian Ocean. Days 3-4 Karijini National
Park Swap the ocean for the Outback at Karijini National Park.
With its combination of dramatic gorges, tumbling waterfalls and
swimming holes, this park will impress. Swap stories around the
campfire, sleep under the stars and marvel at the sheer vastness of
the Outback. Days 5-6 Coral Bay Swim, snorkel or scuba dive in
Coral Bay, an ocean sanctuary for whale sharks, dugongs, manta
rays and sea turtles. At Ningaloo Marine Park, Western Australia’s
largest coral reef, strap on a snorkel to see over 200 species of coral.
There’s plenty to do here in free time. Day 7 Monkey Mia Enjoy a
ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), lodges (2 nts), farmstay (1 nt), camping
(4 nts), bush camping (2 nts) Please note some accommodation is on a
multishare basis. TRANSPORT Safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 18 MEALS 9
Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 7 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Selected dates from Apr-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 CARBON EMISSIONS
OFFSET 487 kg pp per trip NOTES Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for
AU$25. Please enquire at time of booking.
Start Finish
2011
10 Apr 20 Apr

03 May 13 May
26 May 05 Jun
18 Jun 28 Jun

11 Jul 21 Jul
03 Aug 13 Aug
26 Aug 05 Sep

Photo Competition, Lancelin Dunes, Perth, WA - Angelica Tan

18 Sep 28 Sep
11 Oct 21 Oct

close encounter with dolphins at Monkey Mia. Every day a number

Physical
culturAL

• Explore waterfalls
and gorges in
Karijini National Park
• Experience Aboriginal
culture in Gathaagudu
• Camp in the
Aussie Outback
• Roam the Pinnacles

of dolphins swim into the clear shallows of the bay to interact with
humans. At night embark on a cultural tour of Gathaagudu (Shark
Bay) with our Indigenous hosts. Days 8-9 Kalbarri National
Park After time spent exploring the rugged Kalbarri National Park,
relax by a campfire at an outback ranch next to the Murchison
River. Days 10-11 Perth Visit the famous Pinnacles in Nambung
National Park. Then, catch a game of AFL, hit the shops or head to
Rottnest Island; there’s something in Perth for every taste.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Want to travel from
Perth to Broome?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PIOP
for further details.

trip
code

PKOW

Basix

OVERLAND

9 days, ex Broome
Departs every Tuesday from May - October
ITINERARY... Day 1 Broome/Windjana Gorge Visit the famous
Boab Prison Tree then hit the rugged Gibb River Road to reach
towering rocks at Windjana Gorge. Home to freshwater crocodiles,
birdlife and native flora, Windjana Gorge is an example of Mother
Nature at her wild best. Explore Tunnel Creek’s secret caves, relax
in a cool waterhole and return to camp. Day 2 Mt Barnett Cattle
Station Bliss out among cascading waterfalls and fresh pools of
clear water at Bell Gorge. Travel to Mt Barnett Cattle Station and
enjoy an afternoon trek into Manning Falls. Revel in an explosion
of cool water, wildlife and scenic landscapes. Tonight, camp by
a billabong and sleep in outback serenity. Days 3-4 El Questro
Travel to the spectacular El Questro Cattle Station. Marvel at the
space and diversity that this unique land offers. Soaking in thermal
pools at Zebedee Springs is the perfect way to recharge for a
hike through Emma Gorge. There are plenty of opportunities for
adventure, with optional extras such as horse riding, river cruising
or scenic helicopter flights all available. Day 5 Kununurra/Lake
Argyle Spend a few hours exploring Kununurra then camp on
the shores of Lake Argyle - Australia’s largest body of fresh water.
Join an optional sunset boat cruise to experience the lake’s vast
glory. For a glimpse of the past visit the historic Durack Homestead
Museum. Alternatively, take a hike through one of the many bush
trails in the area. Days 6-7 Purnululu National Park (Bungle
Bungle Ranges) Discover a place so remote that outsiders only

25 Western Australia & The Kimberley

Wild Kimberley
Physical
culturAL

• Bush-bash down the
rough Gibb River Road
• Spot a basking
crocodile beside
Windjana Gorge
• Explore hidden caves
and hear outback lore
at Tunnel Creek
• Experience serenity at
pristine Bell Gorge
• Soak in remote
thermal pools at
Zebedee Springs
• Be awed by the curious
Bungle Bungle domes
• Swim in remote crystal
clear rock pools
• Camp by the side of
the Fitzroy River
• Cruise past silvery
fish in majestic
Geikie Gorge

discovered it in the early 1980s - Purnululu National Park, home
of the famous Bungle Bungle Ranges. Marvel at the extraordinary
striped ‘beehive’ domes, explore Echidna Chasm and Cathedral
Gorge. Sleep in a wilderness camp. Day 8 Fitzroy Crossing
Admire the remarkable China Wall quartz vein in the town of Halls
Creek. After lunch, visit a remote Indigenous art gallery to view a
collection of local artists’ work. Spend the evening at camp by the
idyllic Fitzroy River. Day 9 Geikie Gorge/Broome A leisurely
morning cruise down majestic Geikie Gorge caps off this adventure.
Carved by nature millions of years ago, this is a great opportunity to
spot wildlife. Return to Broome in the afternoon with a mind full of
unforgettable, colourful memories.

A great way to see
the Kimberley in a short
space of time. This is an
excellent tour that takes
you to the heart of a
spectacular part of the
country, and at a good
pace. I loved it.
Sarah,
United Kingdom

ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (5 nts), basic bush camping (3nts)
TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle, boat GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 8 Breakfasts,
8 Lunches, 5 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Tue from
May-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.30 on day
1 and finishes at 18.00 on day 9. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Start
2011
03 May
10 May
17 May
24 May
31 May

Finish
11 May
18 May
25 May
01 Jun
08 Jun

07 Jun
14 Jun
21 Jun
28 Jun
05 Jul
12 Jul
19 Jul

15 Jun
22 Jun
29 Jun
06 Jul
13 Jul
20 Jul
27 Jul

26 Jul
02 Aug
09 Aug
16 Aug
23 Aug
30 Aug
06 Sep

03 Aug
10 Aug
17 Aug
24 Aug
31 Aug
07 Sep
14 Sep

13 Sep
20 Sep
27 Sep
04 Oct
11 Oct

21 Sep
28 Sep
05 Oct
12 Oct
19 Oct

Above: Manning Gorge, WA - Jen Bird
Below: Campfire cooking - Intrepid Connections

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel
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Spirit of the Kimberley
trip
code

PKOSC

Basix

OVERLAND

8 days, ex Broome
Departs every Saturday from April - October
ITINERARY... Days 1-2 Broome/Cape Leveque From Broome,
see Beagle Bay’s mother-of-pearl church altar and hunt for bush
tucker through Bardi ‘saltwater country’. Tuck into fresh billy tea
and campfire-baked damper, then reach wild Cape Leveque in
time for a barbecue dinner. Be soothed to sleep by the sound of
Physical
culturAL

waves. The next day, snorkel, fish, kayak or lounge on a soft, sandy
beach. Day 3 One Arm Point/Broome Travel to the One Arm
Point community at the tip of the Dampier Peninsula, the ideal
spot to view the spectacular Buccaneer Archipelago and see huge
tidal flows. These coral lagoons are home to saltwater crocodiles
and sea snakes. Tour the aquaculture hatchery then enjoy lunch
in the Lombadina community before returning to Broome. Day 4
Geikie Gorge/Fitzroy Crossing Picnic by the Fitzroy River then
cruise the majestic Geikie Gorge, spotting crocodiles, birds and
fish. Camp overnight by the river in the remote town of Fitzroy
Crossing. Days 5-6 Purnululu National Park (Bungle Bungle
Ranges) See the huge China Wall quartz vein and striped ‘beehive’
domes. Stay overnight in Purnululu National Park and the next day,
ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), camping with facilities (4 nts), basic bush
camping (2 nts) TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle, boat GROUP SIZE Max 20
MEALS 5 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches, 5 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional
costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Every Sat from Apr-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts
at 6.30 on day 1 and finishes at 19.00 on day 8. Please consider this when
booking flights and accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one
for AU$25. Please enquire at time of booking.
Geikie Gorge, WA - Tourism WA

marvel at Echidna Chasm’s towering palm trees. Day 7 Mimbi
Caves Delve into the Dreamtime with a Gooniyandi guide. Hear
traditional stories and learn the secrets of Mimbi Caves, a sanctuary
of crystal clear pools, rare fossils and rock art. Day 8 Windjana
Gorge/Broome Once an ancient reef, Windjana Gorge teems
with freshwater crocodiles, birds and bush tucker. Explore Tunnel
Creek’s caves and cool off in a waterhole. Return to Broome.

• Scout for bush tucker
with a Bardi guide
• Witness tidal flows
in the Buccaneer
Archipelago
• Spot sunbathing crocs
at Geikie Gorge
• Catch some rays on a
deserted beach
• Be impressed by the
Bungle Bungle Ranges
• Hear ancient stories of
the Dreamtime with a
Gooniyandi guide
• Explore Tunnel Creek

Kimberley Gorges Safari
trip
code

PKAK

Basix

SHORT BREAK

4 days, ex Broome
Departs every Wednesday from May - October
ITINERARY... Day 1 Broome/Windjana Gorge Visit a hollow
boab tree that was once used as a prison, before journeying down
the bumpy Gibb River Road. At Tunnel Creek in the ancient Napier
Ranges, hear the legend of an Indigenous rebel who used the
underground caves as a hideout, evading capture for years. Grab
torches and embark on a guided walk through the watery cavern
before a swim in an idyllic waterhole. Camp beneath the cliffs at
Windjana Gorge and enjoy a barbecue dinner under a sparkling
Kimberley sky. Day 2 Mt Barnett Cattle Station Venture deep
into a million-year-old reef. Learn about the area’s Dreamtime
legends. Drop in at the Imintji Aboriginal community for lunch,
then enjoy an afternoon swim among water lilies and the remnant
rainforests of Galvans Gorge. Pitch tents at Mt Barnett Cattle Station
and relax by a shady billabong. Day 3 Silent Grove Start the
morning with a true blue bush shower at a waterfall oasis, admiring
rust-coloured rock faces. Explore wandering streams and come
face-to-face with local birds and mammals. Go west to the tranquil
waterhole at Adcock Gorge, which will be a refreshing escape
ACCOMMODATION Camping with basic facilities (3 nts) TRANSPORT
4x4 safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 3 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 3
Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included,
optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Wed from May-Oct
GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.30 on day 1 and
finishes at 19.00 on day 4. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Photo Competition, Red sand, Broome, WA - Kathryn Buder

from the midday heat. In Silent Grove, relax by the campfire in
the shadow of the mighty King Leopold Ranges. Day 4 Broome
Cool off below cascading waterfalls and in the crystal clear pools of
Bell Gorge - a hidden highlight of the West Kimberley - or bask on
the rocky ledges like the local reptiles do. This is an easy place to
while away a few hours. Return to the Kimberley’s tropical capital,
Broome, through outback cattle country.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Physical
culturAL

• Take a ride along the
Gibb River Road
• Explore secret caves
at Tunnel Creek
• Take a bush shower at
a waterfall oasis
• Experience rugged
desert terrains
• Gaze over Windjana
and Bell gorges
• Enjoy lunch with
the Imintji people
• Overnight at a
working cattle station
• Relax in balmy Broome

trip
code

PKAB

Basix

5 days, ex Broome
Departs every Tuesday from April - October
ITINERARY... Day 1 Broome/Geikie Gorge The adventure
begins with a picnic lunch in Geikie Gorge. Enjoy a cruise and camp
by the remote Fitzroy River. Days 2-3 Purnululu National Park
(Bungle Bungle Ranges) Travel through the gold rush town of
Halls Creek. Wander the ‘beehives’ of the Bungle Bungle Ranges, or
opt for a scenic flight. Visit Echidna Chasm to see sloping cliff faces
and towering palm trees. Take a dip under a waterfall at Cathedral
Gorge. Sleep under the stars. Day 4 Mimbi Caves/Fitzroy
Crossing Delve into Dreamtime with our Gooniyandi guide
who reveals the secrets of Mimbi Caves. Share a billy tea with the
Gooniyandi traditional owners before heading to Fitzroy Crossing.
Day 5 Windjana Gorge/Broome Enter the Napier Ranges and
discover an ancient reef system. Spot freshwater crocs at Windjana
Gorge. Explore Tunnel Creek’s cave systems. Return to Broome.

Physical
culturAL

• See the ‘beehives’ of
the Bungle Bungle
• Discover secrets in
the Mimbi Caves
• Hear of the Dreamtime
with a local guide

ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (2 nts), bush camping (2 nts)
TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle, boat GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 4 Breakfasts,
5 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Tue from
Apr-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.30 on day
1 and finishes at 19.00 on day 5. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Bungle Bungle Ranges, WA - Darrell Wade

Cape Leveque & the Gorges
trip
code

PKAG

Basix

5 days, ex Broome
Departs every Thursday from April - October
ITINERARY... Day 1 Broome/Geikie Gorge Travel from
Broome to Geikie Gorge. Enjoy a cruise through the gorge to
learn about its geology and the local Aboriginal culture. Day 2
Tunnel Creek/Windjana Gorge/Broome Explore hidden caves
and see wildlife at Tunnel Creek then search out crocodiles and
bush tucker at Windjana Gorge. Visit the Boab Prison Tree before
returning to Broome. Days 3-4 Cape Leveque Traverse the
Dampier Peninsula along rugged 4x4 tracks towards Cape Leveque.
The shimmering waters, sandy coastline and rocky clifftops
here embody the Kimberley’s wild beauty. Visit an Indigenous
community and learn about Bardi ‘saltwater country’. End the day
with a spectacular sunset and a barbecue. Day 5 Broome Further
explore the peninsula. See Buccaneer Archipelago, eat with the
Lombadina community and drive back to Broome.

Physical
culturAL

• Search out crocodiles
at Windjana Gorge
• Learn about Bardi
saltwater culture
• Enjoy an Aussie
barbecue at sunset

ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), camping with facilities (3 nts) TRANSPORT
4x4 safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 3 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches, 3
Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included,
optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Thu from Apr-Oct
GUARANTEE Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.30 on day 1 and
finishes at 18.00 on day 5. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Aboriginal boy- Tourism Australia

Cape Leveque Experience
trip
code

PKAC

Basix

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Broome
Departs every Saturday from April - October
ITINERARY... Days 1-2 Broome/Cape Leveque Head for the
Dampier Peninsula along rugged 4x4 tracks. Discover Dreamtime
legends on a guided bushwalk through traditional Bardi ‘saltwater
country’. Camp at Cape Leveque and fall asleep to the sound of
ocean waves. Next day, join a snorkelling, fishing or sea kayaking
adventure. Alternatively, take it easy on the beaches that make
the cape famous. Enjoy a flame-grilled dinner then sleep under
the Kimberley sky. Day 3 One Arm Point/Broome Journey to
the One Arm Point community, perched on the tip of the Dampier
Peninsula and witness the Buccaneer Archipelago’s huge tidal
flows. Saltwater crocodiles, sharks and sea snakes make their home
here in waters where humans rarely venture. Visit the aquaculture
hatchery then enjoy lunch in the gardens of the Lombadina
community. Return to Broome where the adventure ends.

Physical
culturAL

• Fill up on billy tea
and damper
• Pay a visit to an
aquaculture hatchery
• Catch some rays on a
deserted beach

ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (2 nts) TRANSPORT 4x4 safari
vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners
BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional
activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Sat from Apr-Oct GUARANTEE
Subject to min 6 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 6.30 on day 1 and finishes at 18.00
on day 3. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2.
Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please enquire at time of
booking.
Photo Competition, Broome, WA - Lauren Hamilton

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel

27 Western Australia & The Kimberley

Broome to the Bungle Bungle

28 Southern Australia

Western Wildlife Experience
trip
code

PPOW

Basix

OVERLAND

10 days, Adelaide to Perth
Departs every Wednesday in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Adelaide/Flinders Ranges Journey into
the rusty, rugged gorges, abandoned homesteads and ghost gums
of the southern Flinders Ranges National Park. Experience life of
the early pioneers with a camel trek before watching the sun set at
Lake Gairdner in the Gawler Ranges National Park. Day 2
Eyre Peninsula Teeming with wildlife, the Eyre Peninsula
offers the option to swim with dolphins and sea lions. Day 3
Koonalda Learn to surf both on the waves and on the sand in
one of Australia’s surf meccas. Day 4 The Great Australian
Bight/Eucla Travel across the iconic Great Australian Bight to
ACCOMMODATION Hostel (1 nt), farmstay (1 nt), camping with facilities
(5 nts), bush camping without facilities (2 nts) TRANSPORT Minibus, camel
GROUP SIZE Max 20 MEALS 9 Breakfasts, 10 Lunches, 9 Dinners BUDGET
See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional activities
& personal spending DEPARTS Every Wed from Dec-Mar & selected Wed
from Apr-Nov GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed NOTES 1. This trip
finishes at 18.00 on day 10. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.

the outback town of Eucla which struggles to hold back the tide

Start
2010
01 Sep
22 Sep
13 Oct
27 Oct
10 Nov
24 Nov
01 Dec
08 Dec
15 Dec
22 Dec
29 Dec

National Park. Enjoy the combination of granite, bush and beach.

Finish
10 Sep
01 Oct
22 Oct
05 Nov
19 Nov
03 Dec
10 Dec
17 Dec
24 Dec
31 Dec
07 Jan

2011
05 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan
26 Jan
02 Feb
09 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
02 Mar
09 Mar
16 Mar
23 Mar
30 Mar
06 Apr

14 Jan
21 Jan
28 Jan
04 Feb
11 Feb
18 Feb
25 Feb
04 Mar
11 Mar
18 Mar
25 Mar
01 Apr
08 Apr
15 Apr

20 Apr
04 May
18 May
07 Sep
21 Sep
05 Oct
19 Oct
02 Nov
16 Nov
30 Nov
07 Dec
14 Dec
21 Dec
28 Dec

29 Apr
13 May
27 May
16 Sep
30 Sep
14 Oct
28 Oct
11 Nov
25 Nov
09 Dec
16 Dec
23 Dec
30 Dec
06 Jan

2012
04 Jan
11 Jan
18 Jan
25 Jan
01 Feb
08 Feb
15 Feb
22 Feb
29 Feb
07 Mar
14 Mar
21 Mar
28 Mar

13 Jan
20 Jan
27 Jan
03 Feb
10 Feb
17 Feb
24 Feb
02 Mar
09 Mar
16 Mar
23 Mar
30 Mar
06 Apr

Photo Competition, Driving through the Nullarbor Plain, WA - Daniel Bloor

of shifting desert sands. Day 5 Nullarbor Plain Take in the
endless horizons of the Nullarbor Plain on this big day of driving.
Quickly develop an appreciation of how very vast this country is.
Days 6-7 Esperance/Cape Le Grand National Park Leave
the desert behind and travel through Esperance to Cape Le Grand

Physical
culturAL

• Enjoy a camel trek in
the Flinders Ranges
• Swim with sea lions
and dolphins
• Travel across the
vast Nullarbor Plain
• Experience
Indigenous storytelling

Day 8 Albany Take a hike through a national park before arriving
in Albany. Great pubs, friendly locals and a stunning location
make Albany a true delight. Day 9 National Park Camping
Travel along stunning coastline before leaving the ocean and
continuing into towering old growth forests. Explore the forest on
a leisurely walk. Day 10 Margaret River/Perth Head to Margaret
River, famous for its surf, wine and caves. Learn about the area’s
Indigenous people before travelling to Perth.

Want to travel from
Perth to Adelaide?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PPOE
for further details.

Kangaroo Island
trip
code

PPAK

Basix

SHORT BREAK

2 days, ex Adelaide
Departs daily in season
ITINERARY... Day 1 Adelaide/Kangaroo Island Leave the
‘City of Churches’ behind and head off to experience the untamed
natural beauty of Kangaroo Island. Get close to native wildlife
at a birds of prey show at the stunning Vivonne Bay. Visit the
strange rock sculptures of the Remarkable Rocks for a multitude
of impressive photo opportunities. See fur seals while hiking to
Admirals Arch in the Flinders Chase National Park. In the afternoon,
head to the Western River wilderness region for a chance to see
koalas and to enjoy a swim at sheltered beaches protected from
the wild southern waters. After a day of action, experience the
true essence of camping with an overnight sleep under the stars
in a traditional Aussie swag. Day 2 Kangaroo Island/Adelaide
Start the day by kayaking along the pure waters of the Harriet
River. Gliding with stealth through this pristine wilderness allows
for some great opportunities to encounter the wildlife for which
the island is famed - not to mention it’s great fun! Then, ramble
among giant sand dunes at Little Sahara before joining a National
Park Ranger for a guided walk along the beach at Seal Bay. See
how many sea lions you can count basking in the sun and be sure
to soak up the sweeping coastal vistas here. This bay is a definite
ACCOMMODATION Your choice of camping out around the campfire in
a swag or dormitory accommodation. Full linen is supplied. TRANSPORT
Minibus, charter boat, kayak GROUP SIZE Max 21 MEALS 1 Breakfast, 2
Lunches, 1 Dinner BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily from Nov-Apr
& every Tue, Thu & Sat from May-Oct GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed
Photo Competition, Kookaburra - Rafaelo Porter

highlight of this trip. With free time in the afternoon take this
opportunity to hit one of the island’s magnificent beaches for the
chance to enjoy snorkelling, swimming and hiking. Breathe in fresh
sea breezes on the return ferry journey to the mainland. Arrive back
in Adelaide late in the evening where the adventure ends.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Physical
culturAL

• Admire some
remarkable rocks
• Wake up to the sounds
of a kookaburra laugh
• Share stories in
your swag under a
blanket of stars
• Kayak along the
pristine Harriet River
• Conquer the Little
Sahara sand dunes
• Search out sea lions
basking in the sun
• Take a dip in a
secluded beach

trip
code

PPOA

Basix

29 Southern Australia

Outback Tracks
OVERLAND

10 days, Adelaide to Alice Springs
Departs every Thursday
ITINERARY... Day 1 Adelaide/Flinders Ranges Journey into a
land of rugged gorges, abandoned homesteads and ghost gums.
Ride into camp on camels, hear stories of the Dreamtime around
the campfire, then roll out a swag under the stars. Day 2 Wilpena
Pound According to Dreamtime legend, two giant snakes coiled
together to form the massive wall of the Wilpena Pound. Enjoy
a bush walk and take in the magnificent views of this natural
amphitheatre. Day 3 Oodnadatta Track Follow the old Afghan
camel route into the heart of Australia. Then cross the dingo fence
and quench that thirst in an outback pub. Enjoy a bush camp
under millions of stars. Day 4 Coober Pedy This hole-pocked
town is famous for opal mining and underground dwellings.
Camp in the magnificent Painted Desert. Day 5 Simpson Desert
Head into a region of stark natural beauty. Relax in Dalhousie Hot
Springs and visit Australia’s geographical centre. Days 6-7 Uluru
(Ayers Rock) Prepare to be awed by the sight of Uluru. Circle

Physical
culturAL

• Explore ancient
Wilpena Pound
• Marvel at underground
life in Coober Pedy
• Hear stories of the
Dreamtime around
the campfire

the base of the rock to learn about its spiritual significance and
witness its changing colours at sunset. Day 8 Kata Tjuta (The
Olgas) Explore Kata Tjuta and hike the eerie Valley of the Winds.
Sleep among red dunes and desert oaks. Day 9 Kings Creek
Station/Watarrka National Park (Kings Canyon) Pay a visit to
a working cattle and camel station before a guided walk through
the gorges and valleys of Watarrka National Park. Day 10 Alice
Springs Travel along the Western MacDonnell Ranges, stopping at
Glen Helen Gorge and Ormiston Gorge en route to Alice Springs.

A two-day express
return trip operates
from Alice Springs to
Adelaide.
For further details see
trip code PPAD.

ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (1 nt), bush camps (8 nts)
TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle, camel GROUP SIZE Max 15 MEALS 9
Breakfasts, 10 Lunches, 9 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Every Thu & selected Mon GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 NOTES 1. This trip
finishes at 18.00 on day 10. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Bushcamp swags - Cameron Gaze

Flinders Ranges & Outback
trip
code

PPAO

Basix

SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Adelaide
Departs every Friday
ITINERARY... Day 1 Adelaide/Flinders Ranges Depart early
from Adelaide and hit the highway towards one of South Australia’s
hidden gems, the Flinders Ranges. Stop off for lunch on the way
at Alligator Gorge National Park. Be greeted with spectacular views
of the nearby mountains and the waters of Spencer Gulf. Continue
on through the picturesque Pichi Richi Pass heading towards
Quorn, which is the start of the original Ghan Railway. Explore
the deserted Willochra Plain and view Aboriginal artwork at the
Yourambulla Caves. Arrive at Rawnsley Park Station, in the heart of
the Flinders Ranges. Enjoy a relaxing evening around the campfire.
Day 2 Wilpena Pound/Flinders Ranges Wake up to the call of
kookaburras and the sight of majestic Wilpena Pound. This region is
known to the local Aboriginal people as Ikara. Get acquainted with
the area on a visit to Bunyeroo and Brachina Gorges. Wallabies,
kangaroos, emus and even the wedge-tailed eagles are prolific
in the ranges so keep your eyes peeled. Perhaps even be lucky
enough to see the elusive yellow-footed rock wallabies who live
here. Day 3 Clare Valley/Adelaide Make tracks to Melrose,
the oldest settlement in the area. Drop into Bluey Blundstone’s
Blacksmith Shop, a building nearly as old as the town itself. Finally,
no trip to South Australia is complete without a visit to one of its
award-winning wine regions. Pull up in the Clare Valley and enjoy
a spot of wine tasting. This region is known for producing excellent
Reislings so be sure to try one of these. Then, it’s time to make the
journey back to Adelaide.

Physical
culturAL

• Enjoy Indigenous art at
Yourambulla Caves
• Spin yarns around
a campfire under
a desert sky
• Stride out across
Wilpena Pound
• Try to spot the
wedge-tailed eagle
• Take a wander in
Brachina Gorge
• Hear stories of yore in
a blacksmith shop
• Sip some of the Clare
Valley’s finest wines

ACCOMMODATION Camping with facilities (2 nts) TRANSPORT Off-road
vehicle GROUP SIZE Max 15 MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners
BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional
activities & personal spending DEPARTS Every Fri GUARANTEE Subject to min
4 NOTES Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please enquire at
time of booking. 2. A hostel or twinshare upgrade can be requested, subject to
availability and at an extra cost. Please enquire at time of booking.
Photo Competition, The Summit, Wilpena Pound, SA - Paul Lumbewe

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel

30 Southern Australia

Victorian Wildlife & Parks
trip
code

PJAM

Basix

SHORT BREAK

4 days, ex Melbourne
ITINERARY... Day 1 Melbourne/Phillip Island After a bright
and early start, head out through Melbourne’s leafy suburbs
towards Phillip Island. Known for its coastal vistas and abundant
wildlife, this island is one of Victoria’s premier attractions. Once
there, hire a bike or sea kayak to appreciate the stunning surrounds
Physical
culturAL

of this place up close. With free time in the afternoon, why not
sign up for a surf lesson? At dusk make time to meet the island’s
most famous residents, the little penguins, as they return to shore.
Days 2-3 Wilsons Promontory Granite headlands, mountains,
forests and fern gullies all combine to create outstanding Wilsons
Promontory. Known to the locals as ‘the Prom’, this national park
is located on the Australian mainland’s most southerly point.
With two days here there’s ample time to explore this pristine
environment. Enjoy a wander along Tidal River at Norman Bay,
ACCOMMODATION Hostel (1 nt), camping with facilities (2 nts) You will be
camping under the stars in swags (bedrolls containing mattress, pillow and
sleeping bag). TRANSPORT Minibus GROUP SIZE Max 14 MEALS 3 Breakfasts,
3 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Tue from
Nov-Mar GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 177 kg
pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 17.00 on
day 4. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. A
double room can by requested at extra cost for the night not camping. Please
enquire at time of booking.
Start
2010
09 Nov
23 Nov
14 Dec

Finish
12 Nov
26 Nov
17 Dec

2011
08 Feb
22 Feb
08 Mar
08 Nov

11Feb
25 Feb
11 Mar
11 Nov

22 Nov 25 Nov
06 Dec 09 Dec
13 Dec 16 Dec

2012
31 Jan
14 Feb
28 Feb
13 Mar

03 Feb
17 Feb
02 Mar
16 Mar

Scenic coastline, Wilsons Promontory, VIC - Ben Goode

climb Mt Oberon for unobstructed panoramas, walk through
the Lilly Pilly Gully or stroll along a beach known for its ‘singing
sands’. Spend both nights here camped out under the impressive

• Enjoy coastal vistas
at Phillip Island
• Travel to the
mainland’s
southernmost point
• Discover why the
locals love ‘the Prom’
• Taste Yarra Valley wine

constellation of the Southern Cross. Day 4 Yarra Ranges
National Park/Melbourne Continue on to the Yarra Valley, and
the township of Healesville. Nestled between mountains, forests
and rolling hills dotted with wineries, fruit and berry farms, this
town’s location is certainly idyllic. Slip on walking shoes for a hike in
the beautiful Yarra Ranges National Park. Of course there’ll be time
here to drop in at a local vineyard to taste some of the fine wines
famous to this region, before returning to Melbourne.

Staying on in
Melbourne?
Paddle through the
city’s heart on
Urban Adventure’s
Moonlight Kayak Tour.

Melbourne to Adelaide
trip
code

PJAG

Basix

4 days, Melbourne to Adelaide
ITINERARY... Day 1 Melbourne/Great Ocean Road/Apollo
Bay Arrive early to enjoy all the culinary delights of the foodies’
mecca, Melbourne, then embark on one of the world’s greatest
drives along the Great Ocean Road. Stop off at Bells Beach for a
cuppa with the locals. Continue through the Great Otway National
Park and arrive in Apollo Bay. Be lucky and perhaps spot some
magnificent southern right whales from the Great Ocean Walk
(seasonal). Take a dip in the sea, play a spot of beach cricket then
cap off a memorable day with a barbecue. Days 2-3 Grampians
National Park Have cameras ready on a visit to the impressive
Twelve Apostles. Make a pit stop at a 30,000-year-old volcano, and
ACCOMMODATION Hostel (1 nt), camping with facilities (2 nts) You will be
camping under the stars in swags (bedrolls containing mattress, pillow and
sleeping bag) TRANSPORT Minibus, bicycle GROUP SIZE Max 14 MEALS 3
Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of
meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected
Sun GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 7.00 on day 1
and finishes at 17.00 on day 4. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 2. A double room can by requested at extra cost for the night
not camping. Please enquire at time of booking.
Start
2010
10 Oct
24 Oct
14 Nov
28 Nov
19 Dec
2011
02 Jan
16 Jan
30 Jan
13 Feb

Finish
13 Oct
27 Oct
17 Nov
1 Dec
22 Dec
05 Jan
19 Jan
2 Feb
16 Feb

27 Feb
13 Mar
27 Mar
10 Apr
24 Apr
08 May
22 May
05 Jun
19 Jun
03 Jul
17 Jul
31 Jul

2 Mar
16 Mar
30 Mar
13 Apr
27 Apr
11 May
25 May
08 Jun
22 Jun
06 Jul
20 Jul
03 Aug

14 Aug
28 Aug
11 Sep
25 Sep
09 Oct
23 Oct
06 Nov
13 Nov
20 Nov
27 Nov
04 Dec
11 Dec

17 Aug
31 Aug
14 Sep
28 Sep
12 Oct
26 Oct
09 Nov
16 Nov
23 Nov
30 Nov
07 Dec
14 Dec

Photo Competition, Great Ocean Road, VIC - Maureen Randell

18 Dec
2012
01 Jan
15 Jan
22 Jan
29 Jan
05 Feb
19 Feb
04 Mar
18 Mar

21 Dec
04 Jan
18 Jan
25 Jan
01 Feb
08 Feb
22 Feb
07 Mar
21 Mar

continue on to the Grampians. Arrive in time for an orientation
before heading out on a night walk to spot nocturnal critters. Fall
asleep in a swag under a galaxy of stars. Rise with the sun the next
day and cycle to the Brambuk Aboriginal Cultural Centre. Learn
about the local Aboriginal people, the Gariwerd, and be taught to
throw a boomerang. Spend more time exploring by bicycle before

Physical
culturAL

• Drop in on Bells Beach
• Meander along the
Great Ocean Walk
• Count apostles
guarding the sea
• Bike in the Grampians
• Sample some great
South Aussie wine

enjoying a free afternoon. Perhaps take this chance to visit the
Pinnacle Lookout. Day 4 Adelaide Head across the vast plains
of the mighty Wimmera, dropping in at the small community of
Murtoa along the way. Stop off at Mt Arapiles, renowned for its
rock climbing, and enjoy brilliant views from its summit. Be on the
lookout here for the resident Peregrine falcons. Cross the South
Australian border, make a pit stop at a local winery for a tasting and
finish this road trip in Adelaide.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Want to travel
from Adelaide to
Melbourne?
See trip code PJAR for
details on travelling in
the reverse direction.

trip
code

PPRT

31 East Coast & Tasmania

Tassie Explorer
Basix

6 days, ex Hobart
Departs every Wednesday
ITINERARY... Day 1 Hobart/Port Arthur Head south to the
photogenic Tasman Peninsula. Learn about the chilling realities
of life as a convict amid the sandstone prison buildings of Port
Arthur. Visit a Tasmanian conservation park on the way back to
Hobart. Day 2 Freycinet National Park/Bicheno Explore the
Physical
culturAL

Freycinet Peninsula and hike to Wineglass Bay, voted one of the
world’s top ten beaches. This beach is loved as much by the sunseeking wallabies as it is by the local surfers. For the active there’s
the option for further exploration of this pristine area in a kayak.
Overnight in Bicheno. Day 3 Bay of Fires/Launceston Soak up
the coastal scenery from Bicheno to St Helens. Stretch legs and
revitalise senses on a peaceful walk at the Bay of Fires. Explore
rainforests and visit St Columba Falls, before heading into the leafy
city of Launceston. Day 4 Cradle Mountain Spend the day at
Cradle Mountain, exploring some of the numerous walks within
this World Heritage-listed national park. Take a stroll around Dove
Lake, or head off to test your lungs with a hike to Marion’s Lookout.
Day 5 Strahan Climb the Henty Sand Dunes and stroll along the
endless stretch of Ocean Beach with nothing but the wild ‘Roaring
Forties’ between you and South America. Spend the evening in
seaside Strahan and be sure to try Tassie’s famous oysters. Day 6
Hobart Head inland and arrive at Nelson Falls. Stop to take a drink
in the clear waters of the Franklin River. Visit peaceful Lake St Clair
and explore Mt Field National Park. Travel through the Derwent
Valley back to Tasmania’s capital.

• Take a picturesque
wander along
Hobart’s streets
• See spectacular
Wineglass Bay
• Sample fresh
Tasmanian produce
• Step into history
at Port Arthur
• Soak up postcard
views at Bay of Fires
• Experience the beauty
of Cradle Mountain
• Visit a Tassie devil
conservation park

ACCOMMODATION Hostel (5 nts) TRANSPORT Minibus GROUP SIZE Max
21 MEALS 5 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Every Wed & selected Mon & Sat from Sep-May GUARANTEE Subject to min
4 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 7.30 on day 1 and finishes at 18.00 on day 6. 2.
Accommodation is on a multishare basis. Upgrades can be requested for extra
cost but are subject to availability. Please enquire at time of booking.
Wineglass Bay, TAS - Intrepid Connections

Sydney Bush Adventure
trip
code

PPAS

Basix

SHORT BREAK

4 days, ex Sydney
ITINERARY... Day 1 Sydney/Mudgee Arrive early to enjoy some
of this city’s famous sights before leaving the Big Smoke behind.
Head to a koala sanctuary for an encounter with Australia’s unique
wildlife. Stop for a bite to eat in the Blue Mountains and continue
on to Mudgee, a town renowned for its delicious local food and
wine. Spend the night in a traditional country pub and enjoy eating
locally. Day 2 Inglevale Homestead Farmstay Get immersed in
farm culture at Inglevale Homestead. See demonstrations of sheep
shearing and working dogs. Feast on Aussie tucker by the campfire,
hear bush poetry and, weather permitting, go on a tour of the
night sky’s heavenly bodies as our hosts explain the constellations
and their Aboriginal legends. Camp out under a sea of sparkling
stars. Day 3 Abercrombie Caves/Blue Mountains Dose up on
rustic charm while driving through historic villages in country New
South Wales. Learn about a local fossil site that’s 360 million years
old. Wander through the Abercrombie Caves and explore a historic
mining village. Finish the day in the Megalong Valley located in

Physical
culturAL

• Meet furry locals at a
koala sanctuary
• Taste damper fresh
out of a camp oven
• Pay a visit to the
Blue Mountains
• Spend an evening
yarning with locals

the stunning World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains. Overnight
in cabins nestled in the heart of the Aussie bush. Day 4 Sydney

Free time in Sydney?

Saddle up for an optional horse ride or take a scenic walk through

Share a cold beer and
a yarn or two with
Sydneysiders on a
Rocks Pub Tour with
Urban Adventures.

nearby bushland before heading to Katoomba to ride the world’s
steepest railway to the Jamison Valley. Catch a glimpse of the Blue
Mountain’s three famous sisters, stop off to view Aboriginal rock
art near Glenbrook before hitting the highway back to the bright
lights of Sydney.

ACCOMMODATION Cabin (1 nt), country pub (1 nt), camping (1 nt)
TRANSPORT Minibus GROUP SIZE Max 11 MEALS 2 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches,
2 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included,
optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Sun GUARANTEE
Subject to min 4 NOTES 1. This trip starts at 8.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.00
on day 4. Please consider this when booking flights and accommodation. 2. Please
bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25. Please enquire at time of booking.
Start
2010
26 Sep
24 Oct
07 Nov
21 Nov
05 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
27 Dec
2011
02 Jan
9 Jan
16 Jan

Finish
29 Sep
27 Oct
10 Nov
24 Nov
08 Dec
15 Dec
22 Dec
30 Dec
05 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan

23 Jan
30 Jan
06 Feb
13 Feb
20 Feb
27 Feb
06 Mar
13 Mar
27 Mar
10 Apr
23 Apr
08 May
22 May
12 Jun

26 Jan
02 Feb
09 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
30 Feb
09 Mar
16 Mar
30 Mar
13 Apr
26 Apr
11 May
25 May
15 Jun

10 Jul
14 Aug
11 Sep
25 Sep
09 Oct
23 Oct
06 Nov
20 Nov
27 Nov
04 Dec
11 Dec
18 Dec
27 Dec

13 Jul
17 Aug
14 Sep
28 Sep
12 Oct
26 Oct
09 Nov
23 Nov
30 Nov
07 Dec
14 Dec
21 Dec
30 Dec

2012
02 Jan
08 Jan
15 Jan
22 Jan
29 Jan
05 Feb
12 Feb
19 Feb
26 Feb
04 Mar
11 Mar
25 Mar

05 Jan
11 Jan
18 Jan
25 Jan
01 Feb
08 Feb
15 Feb
22 Feb
29 Feb
07 Mar
14 Mar
28 Mar

Shearing sheep - Sally Bray

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel

32 East Coast

East Coast Explorer
trip
code

PERS

Basix

Physical
culturAL

15 days, Sydney to Cairns

• Explore Sydney Harbour

ITINERARY... Days 1-2 Sydney This East Coast adventure begins

• Hire kayaks to uncover
coastal Yamba

in harbourside Sydney. Mingle with locals at Bondi Beach, hire
a bicycle and ride across the Harbour Bridge or take a pub tour
through the historic Rocks region. Of course, no trip to Sydney is
complete without a visit to the Sydney Opera House. Be spoilt for
choice in this iconic city. Days 3-4 Yamba With gorgeous beaches
and a relaxed vibe, Yamba is a must-see town. Grab a rod and go

• Discover inner
peace in Byron Bay
• Head to the beach in
Hervey Bay

fishing, hit the waves for a surf, jump in a kayak to explore pristine

• See Fraser Island by 4x4

waterways or simply indulge in a fresh seafood meal and discover

• Take a train ride along
the tropical coast

what the locals here have known for a long time - this town is a
true hidden treasure. Then, with a local guide, explore the nearby
villages of Angourie and Wooloweyah. Days 5-6 Byron Bay This
traveller’s paradise has something for everyone. For the active, why
not go for a surf? Or join the leader for a hike to the lighthouse that
marks Australia’s most eastern point. For those wanting to relax,
perhaps head to an art gallery, catch a band or try to spot dolphins
from the beach. Day 7 Hervey Bay Spend the night in Hervey
Bay, gateway to Fraser Island. Indulging in some fish and chips
on the beach is a must. Days 8-9 Fraser Island Travel to World
Heritage-listed Fraser Island. This is the largest sand island on the
planet and home to rainforests, lakes and wild dingos. Explore the
island by 4x4 during the day and view the amazing blanket of stars
from the beach at night. While on the island walk through ancient
rainforests growing in nothing but sand, swim in pristine lakes and
rivers, and journey along 75 Mile Beach - a registered state highway
and operational airstrip. Back on the mainland take an overnight
train north to the incredible Whitsundays. Days 10-12 Airlie
Beach/Whitsundays Waterbabies will rejoice in Airlie Beach,

• Cruise around the
Whitsunday Islands
• Find reefs and
rainforests near Cairns
This trip was
without doubt
one of the biggest
highlights of all my
travelling experiences.
Its itinerary and
organisation, as well as
my fellow travellers and
group leader, were all
first class.
Sarah,
United Kingdom

a hub of all things aquatic. Set sail to Hayman Island and enjoy
snorkeling, swimming and sunbathing in the spectacular surrounds
of the Whitsundays. Discover a riot of colourful coral and vibrant
tropical fish in this breathtaking underwater world. Days 13-15
Cairns The adventure comes to an end in Cairns, gateway to the
Great Barrier Reef, Atherton Tablelands and the ancient rainforests
of Cape Tribulation to the north. Stay on longer to enjoy exploring
ACCOMMODATION Hostel (13 nts), overnight train (1 nt) TRANSPORT
Overnight train, coach, 4x4, ferry, local bus GROUP SIZE Max 16 MEALS 11
Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 1 Dinner BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs
of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS
Selected Sun GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 NOTES Please note that hostel
accommodation is on a multishare basis. Upgrades to a twin/double room can
be requested for extra cost but are subject to availability. Please enquire at
time of booking.
Start
2011
09 Jan
06 Feb
06 Mar

Finish
23 Jan
20 Feb
20 Mar

03 Apr
01 May
29 May
26 Jun
24 Jul

17 Apr
15 May
12 Jun
10 Jul
07 Aug

21 Aug
18 Sep
16 Oct
13 Nov
11 Dec

04 Sep
02 Oct
30 Oct
27 Nov
25 Dec

this stunning area further.

2012
08 Jan 22 Jan
05 Feb 19 Feb
04 Mar 18 Mar

Above: Photo Competition, East Coast surf, NSW - Sam Edmonds
Below: Photo Competition, Southern sunset, NSW - Sam Edmonds

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at connections.travel

Want to travel from
Cairns to Sydney?
This trip also runs in
the reverse direction.
See trip code PERC
for further details.

trip
code

PEAS

33 East Coast

Experience Sydney
SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Sydney
Departs daily
ITINERARY... Day 1 Arrive Sydney Meet up with a local guide
at Cadman’s Cottage, Sydney’s oldest house, for a walking tour
through some of Australia’s best pubs in Sydney’s Rocks precinct.
Discover the history of this area while sipping a local brew. Day 2
Sydney Get acquainted with the well-heeled North Shore. Jump
on a ferry at Circular Quay bound for Taronga Zoo. Take a walk
along the coastline past the historic George Head Cannons. Hear
stories of Indigenous history and Sydney’s wartime past. Stop off
for a cuppa in Balmoral before taking the bus back. Spend the
rest of the day exploring more of the city. Day 3 Depart Sydney
Saddle up for a half-day cycle through the streets of this great
city. Head back through The Rocks. Cruise past the iconic Harbour
Bridge and Opera House and continue on to the Botanic Gardens.
This is a city that truly makes the most of its idyllic natural setting.

Physical
culturAL

• Find your very own
‘local’ in Sydney
• Take a ride past the
iconic Opera House
• Enjoy breathtaking
harbourside views

ACCOMMODATION Hotels (2 nts) TRANSPORT Bus, bicycle GROUP SIZE Max
12 MEALS 2 Breakfasts BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily GUARANTEE
Departure guaranteed NOTES Please note that this trip is available in a basix,
original or comfort style of accommodation. Please enquire at time of booking.
Photo Competition, Harbour Bridge, Sydney, NSW - Donna Stockton

Fraser Island & Reef Experience
trip
code

PPAF

Basix

SHORT BREAK

6 days, Brisbane to Hervey Bay
ITINERARY... Day 1 Brisbane/Hervey Bay Board a train to
Maryborough and be transferred to the clean sea air and bountiful
surf fishing at Hervey Bay. Day 2 Fraser Island Scale silky sand
dunes, explore eerie shipwrecks, hike to Lake Wabby, swim in Eli
Creek and stroll Yidney Rainforest. Spot sharks, dolphins and manta
rays at Indian Head and end an action-packed day with a bush
barbecue. Day 3 Hervey Bay Enjoy scenic walks, refreshing dips
and marvel at the vast expanse of 75 Mile Beach. Days 4-5 Lady
Elliot Island Enjoy a scenic flight to Lady Elliot Island. Snorkel
among coral gardens and lagoons, spotting manta rays or sea
turtles. Cruise the spectaculer reef on a clear-bottomed boat or
simply soak up the sun on the beach. The options here are many.
Day 6 Hervey Bay This reef break ends back at Hervey Bay.
Perhaps stay on for a final swim.

Physical
culturAL

• Feast on fish and chips
in Hervey Bay
• Float down freshwater
creeks on Fraser Island
• Snorkel around
Lady Elliot Island

ACCOMMODATION Hotels (2 nts), permanent tented camps (3 nts)
TRANSPORT Plane, train, 4x4 safari vehicle, minibus, ferry MEALS 3 Breakfasts,
2 Lunches, 3 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily, subject to
availability GUARANTEE Departure guaranteed NOTES Please note a deposit is
required in order to request this trip.
Fraser Island, QLD - Sally Johnson

Cape York Complete
trip
code

PPOY

Basix

OVERLAND

14 days, ex Cairns
ITINERARY... Day 1 Cairns Welcome to Far North Queensland.
Day 2 Lakefield National Park View rock art in ‘Quinkan
Country’. Day 3 Merluna Station Swap tales with truckies at a
roadhouse. Overnight at a cattle station. Day 4 Moreton Visit
Weipa before heading on to Moreton. Day 5 Twin Falls Soak up
the Cape ambience. Days 6-8 Torres Strait Camp/Cape York
Arrive at Torres Strait and set foot on Cape York. Day 9 Moreton
Enjoy a swim at Fruit Bat Falls, before forging through Cape York’s
wilderness. Day 10 Chili Beach Explore rainforest around Chili

Physical
culturAL

• Enjoy ‘Quinkan’ art

Beach. Day 11 Archer River Discover secrets of the Iron Range

• Set foot in Cape York

rainforest. Overnight on Archer River’s banks. Day 12 Lakefield

• Relax in Torres Strait

National Park Spot wildlife in this park. Day 13 Cooktown Take
a stroll in Captain Cook’s footsteps. Day 14 Cairns Be awed by the
Daintree on the way back to Cairns.

• Marvel at the ancient
Daintree Rainforest

ACCOMMODATION Hotel (1 nt), camping with facilities (9 nts), camping
without facilities (3 nts) TRANSPORT 4x4 safari vehicle GROUP SIZE Max
13 MEALS 12 Breakfasts, 11 Lunches, 10 Dinners BUDGET See trip notes for
additional costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending
DEPARTS Selected Mon from May-Oct GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 NOTES 1.
This trip finishes at 18.00 on day 14. Please consider this when booking flights
and accommodation. 2. Please bring a sleeping bag or hire one for AU$25.
Please enquire at time of booking.
Start Finish
2011
16 May 29 May
30 May 12 Jun

13 Jun 26 Jun
27 Jun 10 Jul
11 Jul 24 Jul

25 Jul 07 Aug
08 Aug 21 Aug
22 Aug 04 Sep

05 Sep 18 Sep
19 Sep 02 Oct
03 Oct 16 Oct

Photo Competition, Rainforest, QLD - Sharon Mathews

Additional information about this destination is available at connections.travel

new zealand
Intrepid Connection’s real life experiences in new zealand…

From its rainforests thick with lush green ferns to its snow-capped peaks soaring above
picturesque lakes, New Zealand is home to breathtaking landscapes, a plethora of diverse
wildlife and some of the friendliest folk around.

Alpine Vistas

Glacier Walk

Exploding Geysers

Maori Forest Stay

South Island Adventure
page : 37, PTRS

Spirit of New Zealand
page : 38, PIKZC

New Zealand Explorer
page : 36, PTRZC

Spirit of New Zealand
page : 38, PIKZC

Be awed by Mt Cook.
Wander through meadows,
past lakes and streams and
maybe be lucky enough to
glimpse the kea, the world’s
only alpine parrot.

Clamp on some crampons
and get up close to a
world of blue ice and fresh
powder. Be left breathless
by Fox Glacier’s beauty on a
guided glacier walk.

With bubbling mudpools,
steaming hot springs and
impressive geysers, it’ll be
easy to see Mother Nature’s
seismic forces showcased in
dynamic Rotorua.

Spend an unforgettable
night under ancient kauri
trees as privileged guests
of a Maori guide. Be
enchanted on a twilight
walk through the forest.

Paihia

Auckland

N OR T H IS L A N D

Wellington
Nelson

S O UTH I S LAND
Christchurch

Queenstown

Kayak Adventure

50ºF 10ºC
32ºF 0ºC

North Island Tracks
page : 37, PTRN

South Island Adventure
page : 37, PTRS

Stride out across the
Tongariro Crossing. Breathe
in fresh mountain air and
soak up panoramic views the great outdoors doesn’t
get much better than this!

Keep count of the number
of bottlenose dolphins,
seals and crested penguins
you can spot on a kayak
around the tranquil waters
of Milford Sound.

104ºF 40ºC
86 F 30 C
º

º

68ºF 20ºC
50ºF 10ºC
32ºF 0ºC

Average Max

rainfall

68ºF 20ºC

Average Min

120mm 5in
90mm 4in
60mm 2in
30mm 1in

J

F M A M

J

J

A

0mm 0in

S O N D

christchurch
rainfall

86ºF 30ºC

auckland
temperature

104ºF 40ºC

temperature

Tongariro Crossing

200mm 8in
150mm 6in
100mm 4in
50mm 2in

J

F M A M

J

J

A

S O N D

0mm 0in

Franz Josef Glacier flora, New Zealand - Cameron Gaze

36 New Zealand

New Zealand Explorer
trip
code

PTRZC

Basix

21 days, Auckland to Christchurch
ITINERARY... Day 1 Auckland/Bay of Islands Leave the
bright lights of Auckland behind and head to the tranquil Bay of
Islands. Board a boat to explore this picture-perfect region, and
enjoy time kayaking and snorkelling. Fall asleep to the sounds of
the waves lapping at the boat. Days 2-3 Waitomo Travel back
through Auckland and head to Waitomo. Explore limestone caves
and discover worms that glow. Day 4 Rotorua Witness Mother
Nature’s seismic forces on display in Rotorua. At every turn see
geysers, mud pools and volcanic cliffs. Days 5-6 Taupo/Mt
Ruapehu Have cameras ready for a visit to Huka Falls on the way
to Taupo. Indulge adventurous streaks on an optional jet boat
ACCOMMODATION Hostels/budget lodging (18 nts), overnight boat (2 nts)
TRANSPORT Private van, boat, ferry, kayak, cable car GROUP SIZE Max 15
MEALS No meals included BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals
not included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Mon
GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 246 kg pp per
trip NOTES 1. Please note that accommodation on this trip is on a multishare
basis. Double/twin rooms can be requested at time of booking. This will be
at an extra cost and subject to availability. 2. This trip starts at 7.30 on day 1
and finishes at 18.00 on day 21. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 3. This trip runs in reverse. See trip code PTRAC.
Start Finish
2010
04 Oct 24 Oct
22 Nov 12 Dec

2011
10 Jan
28 Feb
18 Apr
06 Jun

30 Jan
13 Feb
08 May
26 Jun

Above: Franz Josef Glacier - Sally Johnson
Below: Christchurch - Cameron Gaze

25 Jul
12 Sep
31 Oct
19 Dec

14 Aug
02 Oct
20 Nov
08 Jan

2012
06 Feb 26 Feb
26 Mar 15 Apr

ride or bungee jump, or just enjoy time at the world’s largest crater
lake. Continue on to Mt Ruapehu. Day 7 Wellington Wander
through the brilliant museum, Te Papa Tongarewa. In free time,
pull up a seat at one of Wellington’s artsy cafes and soak up the

Physical
culturAL

• Cruise the waters of
the Bay of Islands
• Discover glow worms
in limestone caves
• See impressive
geysers in Rotorua
• Be inspired by
Mt Ruapehu
• Get a history lesson at
Te Papa Tongarewa
• Spot dolphins
frolicking in Kaikoura
• Kayak around
Milford Sound

atmosphere of this very creative capital. Days 8-9 Nelson Cross
the Marlborough Sounds and head to Nelson. Bushwalking tracks
among the inlets and coves in this area just beg to be explored.
Don’t miss visiting Abel Tasman National Park. Day 10 Kaikoura
See how many animals you can spot here. Sperm whales, dolphins,
seals and albatrosses all call Kaikoura home. Day 11 Christchurch
Head to the ‘Garden City’. Day 12 Punakaiki Travel over the
Canterbury Plains and arrive in Punakaiki on the South Island’s
rugged west coast. Days 13-14 Franz Josef Glacier Enjoy
coastal vistas on the drive to Franz Josef. Home to a spectacular
glacier, Franz Josef is a must-see destination. Why not grab some
crampons for a guided hike across the glacier’s ancient ice and
rock? Days 15-18 Queenstown Drive into the Southern Alps on

What an
amazing experience.
New Zealand is just
breathtaking. So much
to see and do. Every day
uncovered a highlight
better than the day
before. I can’t wait to
make a return trip.
Caroline,
Ireland

the way to Queenstown. Enjoy postcard views of the town from the
Skyline Gondola before experiencing an adrenalin rush on one of
the numerous optional activities on offer. Day 19 Milford Sound
Board a boat for a cruise through Milford Sound. Depending on the
season, kayaking here is recommended. Enjoy spotting bottlenose
dolphins, seals and crested penguins. Day 20 Mt Cook Standing
at a mighty 3,754 m (12,316 ft), Mt Cook will impress. Day 21
Christchurch End the trip back in Christchurch.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at intrepidtravel.com

Prefer to travel in the
reverse direction?
This trip also operates
from Christchurch to
Auckland. Please see
trip code PTRAC.

trip
code

PTRS

37 New Zealand

South Island Adventure
Basix

10 days, ex Christchurch
ITINERARY... Day 1 Christchurch/Punakaiki Arrive early
and discover why Christchurch is known as the ‘Garden City’.
Visit Cathedral Square, enjoy a picnic in the leafy surrounds of
Hagley Park or hire a punt and glide down the Avon River. Then
leave the city behind and head over the Canterbury Plains on to
Punakaiki, located on the wild west coast. Days 2-3 Franz Josef
Glacier Sit back and relax on a breathtaking drive along the
coast, passing forests, lakes and hidden beaches. Arrive in Franz
Josef and choose from an array of optional activities here. Join
a guided hike across the glacier, go for a kayak, take a spin on a
quad bike or enjoy unrivalled views of the region on a scenic flight.
Days 4-7 Queenstown Soak up mountain vistas, meandering
rivers and glassy lakes on the drive to Queenstown. Be sure to
have camera batteries charged as there’ll be countless photo
opportunities along the way. Then be spoilt for choice in the
undisputed adventure capital of New Zealand. Jet boat, bungee
jump, paraglide and kayak around Queenstown before taking time
out on the Skyline Gondola. Day 8 Milford Sound Explore Milford
Sound on a cruise. When weather permits, kayak its tranquil bays
and search out bottlenose dolphins, seals and crested penguins.
Day 9 Mt Cook Be dwarfed by spectacular Aoraki (Mt Cook) which
stands at an impressive 3,754 m (12,316 ft). Explore meadows, lakes,
streams and glaciers that shelter the world’s only alpine parrot, the
kea. Day 10 Christchurch Return to Christchurch where it will be
time to say farewell to new friends.

Physical
culturAL

• Discover a charming
‘Garden City’
• Take a drive along a
wild west coast
• Savour icy vistas at
Franz Joseph Glacier
• Take a sky-high glide
over Queenstown
• Explore Milford
Sound’s stunning
fjords by kayak
• Be on the lookout for
bottlenose dolphins
• Be dwarfed by
spectacular Mt Cook

ACCOMMODATION Hostels/budget lodging (8 nts), overnight boat (1 nt)
TRANSPORT Private van, boat, kayak, cable car GROUP SIZE Max 15 MEALS
No meals included BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Mon & Fri
GUARANTEE Subject to min 4 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 117 kg pp per
trip NOTES 1. Please note that accommodation on this trip is on a multishare
basis. Double/twin rooms can be requested at time of booking. This will be
at an extra cost and subject to availability. 2. This trip starts at 7.30 on day 1
and finishes at 18.00 on day 10. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation.
Start
2010
10 Sep
15 Oct
29 Oct
03 Dec
17 Dec

Finish
19 Sep
24 Oct
07 Nov
12 Dec
26 Dec

2011
21 Jan
04 Feb
11 Mar
25 Mar
29 Apr
23 May
17 Jun

30 Jan
13 Feb
20 Mar
03 Apr
08 May
01 Jun
26 Jun

11 Jul
05 Aug
29 Aug
23 Sep
17 Oct
11 Nov
05 Dec
30 Dec

20 Jul
14 Aug
07 Sep
02 Oct
26 Oct
20 Nov
14 Dec
08 Jan

2012
23 Jan 01 Feb
17 Feb 26 Feb
12 Mar 21 Mar

Photo Competition, Kayaking - Kevin McAsh

North Island Tracks
trip
code

PTRN

Basix

11 days, Auckland to Christchurch
ITINERARY... Day 1 Auckland/Bay of Islands Arrive early to
make the most of all Auckland has to offer before heading north to
the Bay of Islands. Take an overnight cruise through this amazing
region. Soak up the stunning scenery, be on the lookout for wildlife
and enjoy the many water activities on offer. Days 2-3 Waitomo
Savour picture-perfect views of the ‘City of Sails’ while crossing the
Auckland Harbour Bridge on the way to Waitomo. Here, discover
limestone caves, opportunities for black-water rafting and, of
course, those iridescent glow worms that put Waitomo on the map.
Day 4 Rotorua Geysers, bubbling mud pools and volcanic cliffs
shaped by seismic forces make Rotorua a must-see destination.
Days 5-6 Taupo/Mt Ruapehu Visit the beautiful Huka Falls on
the way to Taupo. While in Taupo, take the opportunity to bungee
jump or jet boat - this is the extreme sports capital of the North
Island after all! Be inspired and captivated by the majesty of Mt
Ruapehu. For the energetic, a hike along the Tongariro Crossing
is recommended. Day 7 Wellington Spend time in the Museum

Physical
culturAL

• Spend the night on a
Bay of Islands cruise
• See Rotorua’s
bubbling geysers
• Take a wander through
Te Papa Tongarewa
• Go tramping in Abel
Tasman National Park

of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa. In free time, perhaps jump
in the cable car to the Botanic Gardens for spectacular views of
the city and harbour. Days 8-9 Nelson Cruise the Marlborough
Sounds on your journey between the North and South Island,
on the way to Nelson. Be sure to make time to visit Abel Tasman
National Park. Day 10 Kaikoura Animal fans can spot sperm
whales, dolphins, seals and wandering albatrosses in this wildlife
mecca. Day 11 Christchurch Finish up in charming Christchurch.

Prefer to travel in the
reverse direction?
This trip also operates
from Christchurch to
Auckland. Please see
trip code PTRA.

ACCOMMODATION Hostels/budget lodging (9 nts), overnight boat (1 nt)
TRANSPORT Private van, boat, ferry GROUP SIZE Max 15 MEALS No meals
included BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included,
optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Selected Mon GUARANTEE
Subject to min 4 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 129 kg pp per trip NOTES
1. Please note that accommodation on this trip is on a multishare basis.
Double/twin rooms can be requested at time of booking. This will be at an
extra cost and subject to availability. 2. This trip starts at 7.30 on day 1 and
finishes at 18.00 on day 11. Please consider this when booking flights and
accommodation. 3. This trip also runs in reverse. See trip code PTRA.
Start Finish
2010
04 Oct 14 Oct
22 Nov 02 Dec

2011
10 Jan
28 Feb
18 Apr
06 Jun

20 Jan
10 Mar
28 Apr
16 Jun

25 Jul
12 Sep
31 Oct
19 Dec

04 Aug
22 Sep
10 Nov
29 Dec

2012
06 Feb 16 Feb
26 Mar 05 Apr

Photo Competition, Wai o tapu, Rotorua - Hayley Anderson

Additional information about this destination is available at intrepidtravel.com

38 New Zealand

Spirit of New Zealand
trip
code

PIKZC

Comfort

17 days, Auckland to Christchurch
ITINERARY... Day 1 Auckland/Waipoua Kauri Forest Leave
the big city behind and head north. Drop in at the Kauri Museum
before visiting Tane Mahuta, the ‘Lord of the Forest’, with a Maori
guide in the Waipoua Kauri Forest. After, enjoy a guided twilight
rainforest walk. Days 2-3 Paihia/Bay of Islands Travel to Paihia
to explore the gorgeous Bay of Islands. There are many optional
activities to be enjoyed here. Take a dip with the dolphins, hike
to the Haruru Falls, or perhaps catch the ferry to New Zealand’s
oldest settlement, Russell. Days 4-5 Rotorua With bubbling
mud pools, exploding geysers, springs and multi-coloured mineral
terraces, Rotorua never fails to enthrall and excite. From mud
baths to rafting, mountain biking to Maori village visits, the range
ACCOMMODATION Hotels (13 nts), lodges (3 nts) TRANSPORT Minibus, boat,
ferry GROUP SIZE Max 14 MEALS 16 Breakfasts, 6 Dinners BUDGET See trip
notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal
spending DEPARTS Selected Fri from Aug-Apr GUARANTEE Subject to min
4 CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 199 kg pp per trip NOTES 1. This trip starts
at 7.00 on day 1 and finishes at 18.00 on day 17. Consider this when booking
flights and accommodation. 2. This trip runs in reverse. See trip code PIKRC.
Start
2010
15 Oct
19 Nov
24 Dec

Finish
31 Oct
5 Dec
9 Jan

2011
28 Jan
04 Mar
01 Apr
15 Apr
29 Apr
05 Aug
19 Aug

13 Feb
20 Mar
17 Apr
01 May
15 May
21 Aug
04 Sep

Above: Rotorua - Sally Johnson
Below: Milford Sound - Cameron Gaze

02 Sep
30 Sep
14 Oct
04 Nov
18 Nov
09 Dec
23 Dec

18 Sep
16 Oct
30 Oct
20 Nov
04 Dec
25 Dec
08 Jan

2012
13 Jan
27 Jan
17 Feb
02 Mar
23 Mar

29 Jan
12 Feb
04 Mar
18 Mar
08 Apr

of optional activities are endless. Day 6 Tongariro National
Park Admire Lake Taupo, then cross the vast volcanic plateau of
Tongariro National Park. The three mountains at the heart of the

Physical
culturAL

• See ancient kauri trees
with a Maori guide
• Relax in the sublime
Bay of Islands
• Enjoy a guided tour
through Te Papa
• Trek across stunning
Fox Glacier
• Explore action-packed
Queenstown
• Experience high
country hospitality
• Cruise the length of
Milford Sound

park, Tongariro, Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu, have great significance
for the Maori people. Day 7 Wellington Surrounded by rolling
green hills and perched on a picturesque harbour, Wellington is
bound to impress. Enjoy a guided tour through the state-of-theart museum, Te Papa Tongarewa. Days 8-9 Nelson Cross Cook
Strait passing the magnificent Marlborough Sounds. Continue
to Nelson, known for its wineries, breweries and arts and crafts
community. Day 10 Punakaiki Nestled in the foothills of the
Paparoa National Park and boasting spectacular views of the wild
west coast beaches, Punakaiki’s location is unbeatable. Day 11 Fox
Glacier Clamp on some crampons for a guided hike across ancient
ice and rock. Days 12-14 Queenstown Have an adrenaline rush
on a visit to this thrillseekers’ mecca. Then change pace with a

Our leader’s
dedication,
enthusiasm, sense of
adventure and humour
was infectious. If
you want a fantastic
holiday in NZ we
totally recommend
doing this trip.
Carissa & Belinda,
Australia

cruise on Lake Wakatipu, heading to the Colonel’s Homestead for
a night of high country hospitality. Day 15 Milford Sound/Te
Anau Travel through Fiordland National Park to Milford Sound for
an unforgettable cruise. Look out for dolphins, seals and penguins.
Overnight in Te Anau. Day 16 Lake Ohau Travel through ‘Lord of
the Rings’ territory to this lakeside settlement on the outskirts of Mt
Cook National Park. Day 17 Christchurch Visit the stunning Lake
Pukaki and Lake Tekapo before heading to Christchurch.

For trip notes, availability and more, enter the trip code at intrepidtravel.com

Prefer to travel in the
reverse direction?
This trip also operates
from Christchurch to
Auckland. Please see
trip code PIKRC.

trip
code

PIAB

Basix

39 New Zealand

Bay of Islands Explorer
SHORT BREAK

3 days, ex Paihia
ITINERARY... Day 1 Paihia/Bay of Islands Raise anchor and
cruise the picturesque Bay of Islands. Try your luck fishing for dinner
or lounge on deck and enjoy the view. In the evening there’s an
option to try night kayaking or a swim in the phosphorescent
glowing waters. Relax with a New Zealand beer or wine before
a barbecue dinner. Days 2-3 Bay of Islands/Paihia Watch
sunrise at sea from the comfort of your bed. After breakfast, jump
ship and explore one of the bay’s secluded islands. Kayak, snorkel,
gather fresh seafood or hike past WWII remains and ancient Maori
fortifications. Perhaps even set up stumps for a game of beach
cricket. Back on the mainland, tour historic Waitangi with a Maori
guide, then return to Paihia. If you have time, take a ferry to Russell,
New Zealand’s historic first capital, or visit nearby Cape Reinga and
Tane Mahuta, an enormous 2,000-year-old tree.

Physical
culturAL

• Cruise the idyllic
Bay of Islands’ waters
• Play cricket on
a secluded beach
• Learn about the
Treaty of Waitangi

ACCOMMODATION Motel (1nt), overnight boat (1 nt) TRANSPORT Overnight
cruise boat, ferry MEALS 1 Breakfast, 1 Dinner BUDGET See trip notes for
additional costs of meals not included, optional activities & personal spending
DEPARTS Daily from Nov-May, subject to availability CARBON EMISSIONS
OFFSET 35 kg pp per trip NOTES Accommodation onboard the overnight
cruise is in either 4 or 6 berth cabins
Bay of Islands - The Rock

Abel Tasman Kayak
trip
code

PIAN

Basix

SHORT BREAK

4 days, ex Nelson
ITINERARY... Day 1 Nelson Delve into Nelson’s flourishing arts
scene with a visit to a gallery or city studio. For food lovers, there’s
an optional cooking class available - perhaps this is a chance to
perfect an iconic New Zealand dessert, the pavlova. Day 2 Abel
Tasman National Park Explore the coastline of the Abel Tasman
National Park by sea kayak. Paddle across tidal inlets to golden
beaches. Head into Anchorage Bay for lunch, then paddle north
to the Bark Bay area. Meet the local wildlife, including the native
fur seal. Stretch your legs with an evening walk before a gourmet
camp dinner. Days 3-4 Nelson Head along the coast to Tonga
Island, where a colony of friendly fur seals live. Back on dry land,
indulge in a warm shower and take in the atmosphere of New
Zealand’s sunshine capital. Choose to celebrate the end of the trip
with a glass of local wine to accompany a fresh seafood dinner.

Physical
culturAL

• Explore Abel Tasman
National Park by kayak
• Search out fur seals
on Tonga Island
• Dive into Nelson’s
vibrant art scene

ACCOMMODATION Hostel with shared facilities (2 nts), tent (1 nt)
TRANSPORT Minibus, kayak MEALS 1 Breakfast, 2 Lunches, 1 Dinner BUDGET
See trip notes for additional costs of meals not included, optional activities &
personal spending DEPARTS Every Sun, Tue & Thu from Nov-Mar, subject to
availability CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 47 kg pp per trip
Kayaks, Abel Tasman coast

Kaikoura by Train
trip
code

PIAK

Basix

SHORT BREAK

2 days, ex Christchurch
ITINERARY... Day 1 Christchurch/Kaikoura Sit back and
watch the countryside glide past as the scenic TranzCoastal
railway delivers you from Christchurch to Kaikoura. Explore the raw
beauty surrounding Kaikoura. Swim with pods of dusky dolphins
numbering in the hundreds. Alternatively, head out to sea by
catamaran in search of Kaikoura’s resident sperm whales. Back on
land, delve into the region’s whaling history with a visit to Fyffe
House. Stroll the spectacular Kaikoura Peninsula Walkway, keeping
watch for penguins and seabirds. Devour a feast of fresh seafood
at a local restaurant or throw a crayfish on the barbecue. Day 2
Kaikoura/Christchurch The following morning is at leisure to
continue exploring. In the afternoon jump aboard the TranzCoastal
railway once more for the return trip to Christchurch and dinner at
one of the city’s many restaurants.

Physical
culturAL

• Take a journey on the
TranzCoastal railway
• Go whale watching or
swim with dolphins
• Walk along the scenic
Kaikoura Peninsula

ACCOMMODATION Lodge (1 nt) TRANSPORT Train, minibus, boat MEALS
No meals included BUDGET See trip notes for additional costs of meals not
included, optional activities & personal spending DEPARTS Daily, subject to
availability CARBON EMISSIONS OFFSET 23 kg pp per trip
Photo Competition, Dolphin, Kaikoura - Thomas Jones

Additional information about this destination is available at intrepidtravel.com

booking conditions...
Please take the time to read and understand the conditions of booking set out below prior to booking a trip with Intrepid.
We strongly recommend that you also read the Trip Notes relating to your trip prior to booking to ensure that you understand
the itinerary and style of the trip you are undertaking.
1. Our contract
All bookings are made with Intrepid Travel
Pty Ltd (ABN 35 007 172 456) (us/we). By
booking a trip with us you are deemed to
have agreed to these Booking Conditions
(which constitutes the entire agreement
between you and us) and your booking will
be accepted by us on this basis. The services
to be provided are those referred to in your
booking confirmation invoice.
2. Validity
Dates, itineraries and prices are valid from 01
September 2010 until 31 March 2012. Beyond
31 March 2012 dates, itineraries and prices are
indicative only.
3. Deposit requirement
You are required to pay a non-refundable
deposit of $250 for your booking to be
confirmed (please note that special deposit
requirements apply for some trips). If your
booking is made within 60 days of the
departure date then the full amount is payable
at the time of booking.
4. Acceptance of booking & final payments
Acceptance of your booking will be confirmed
by us in writing. Please refer to your booking
confirmation invoice for details regarding final
payments. Payment of the balance of the trip
price is due 60 days before the departure date.
If this balance is not paid on or before the due
date we reserve the right to treat your booking
as cancelled. In addition to the trip price you
may also be required to pay a kitty as specified
for the trip you are taking.
5. Overland kitty
On some Overland trips you are required to
contribute to a Kitty. The Kitty is a compulsory
on-ground payment put into a central fund
and overseen by the travellers and the crew. It
helps fund accommodation, camp meals and
some included activities. A full description of
what the Kitty includes is in the Trip Notes.
Kitty amounts are subject to change so please
check our website for the up-to-date amount
48 hours prior to your trip commencement.

8. Cancellation by the traveller
If you cancel a trip after making a booking you
will lose some or all of the money you have paid
for the trip. A cancellation will only be effective
when we receive written confirmation of the
cancellation. If you cancel a trip:
• 60 days or more prior to departure, we will
retain the deposit;
• between 30 and 59 days prior to departure,
we will retain the greater of the deposit and
50% of the total booking cost; and
• less than 30 days prior to departure, we will
retain 100% paid by you in connection with
the booking.
Note that more lenient cancellation
conditions apply to some of our Short
Break Adventures - please ask your booking
consultant for details. Different fees may
apply to airline tickets depending on the
carrier being used. You are strongly advised
to take out cancellation insurance at the time
of booking which will cover cancellation
penalties in certain circumstances.
If you leave a trip for any reason after it has
commenced we are not obliged to make any
refunds for unused services.
9. Cancellation by Intrepid
We may cancel a trip at any time up to 60
days before departure, subject to clause
15. We may cancel a trip at any time prior
to departure if, due to terrorism, natural
disasters, political instability or other external
events it is not viable for us to operate the
planned itinerary. If we cancel a trip you may
choose between us applying the amounts
paid toward an alternative trip or receiving
a full refund. We are not responsible for
any incidental expenses that you may have
incurred as a result of your booking such as
visas, vaccinations or non-refundable flights.

6. Your details
In order for us to confirm your travel
arrangements you must provide all
requested details with the balance of the trip
price. Necessary details include full name
as per passport, date of birth, nationality,
passport number, passport issue and expiry
date and any pre-existing medical conditions
you have which may affect your ability
to complete your travel arrangements. If
you are 70 years of age or over we also
require you to complete and forward a SelfAssessment form. Your booking cannot be
confirmed without provision of these details.

10. Booking amendments
If you wish to transfer from one trip to another
or transfer your booking to a third party you
must notify us at least 60 days prior to the
proposed departure date. A fee of $125 per
person per change will apply (in addition to any
charges levied by hotels, ground operators or
airlines). If you notify us less than 60 days prior
to the proposed departure date the refund
policy applicable to cancellations will apply.
Transfers to a third party are only permitted
where the transferee meets all the requirements
in relation to the trip, and transfers to another
departure can only be made to a departure
within the current validity period.
Amendments to any other arrangements made
in conjunction with your trip will incur a $50
administration fee per booking per change.
This fee is in addition to any charges levied
by hotels, ground operators or airlines. No
amendments are permitted to your booking
within 10 days of departure.

7. Late bookings
For any bookings or additional services
accepted within 15 days of departure we
reserve the right to charge a $50 late fee to
cover our additional administration costs.

11. Inclusions
The land price of your trip includes:
• all accommodation as listed in the Trip Notes
• all transport listed in the Trip Notes
• sightseeing and meals as listed in Trip Notes

• the services of a group leader as described in
the Trip Notes

12. Exclusions
The land price of your trip does not include:
• international or internal flights unless specified
• kitty as specified in the Trip Notes
• airport transfers, taxes and excess baggage
charges unless specified
• meals other than those specified in the
Trip Notes
• visa and passport fees
• travel insurance
• optional activities and sightseeing and all
personal expenses
13. Prices & surcharges
Our trip prices are based on currency exchange
rates as at September 2010. We reserve the
right to impose surcharges up to 60 days
before departure due to unfavorable changes
in exchange rates, increases in airfares or
other transportation costs, increases in local
operator costs, taxes, or if government action
should require us to do so. In such instances
we will be responsible for the first 2% of the
additional costs and you will be responsible
for the balance. If any surcharge results in an
increase of more than 10% of the trip price
you may cancel the booking within 14 days of
notification of the surcharge and obtain a full
refund. We will not surcharge any booking for
travel within the validity of this brochure once
paid in full.
14. Age
Minimum General Policy: For the majority
of our trips the minimum age for children is
12. All travellers under the age of 18 must be
accompanied by an adult who is responsible
for the child’s day to day care. Please note we
cannot guarantee triple or joining rooms for
families; accompanying adults may be required
to share with others in the group on a twin
share basis. Variations: A minimum age of 18
applies to many of our Overland adventures,
while a minimum age of 5 applies to our Family
trips and Short Break Adventures.
Maximum General Policy: For the majority of
our trips we have no upper age limit though
we remind you that our trips can be physically
demanding and a Self-Assessment form
is required for all passengers 70 years and
over. Variations: On many of our Overland
adventures a maximum age of 70 applies.
Please refer to the “your fellow travellers”
section of the relevant Trip Notes to check if
any specific age variations apply.
15. Small groups & combination trips
Our trips are guaranteed to depart once they
have one fully paid traveller (unless minimum
group size specifically states otherwise);
this means at times we can have very small
groups. Many of our trips are designed to
fit with other departures to create a longer
“combination” trip; this means that some
of your group may have already been
travelling together for some weeks when
you commence your trip. If you would like to

know how many people are booked on your
trip or any combination trip it is part of please
ask prior to making your booking.

16. Passport & visas
You must carry a valid passport and have
obtained all of the appropriate visas, permits
and certificates for the countries in which you
will visit during your trip. Your passport must
be valid for 6 months beyond the duration
of the trip. It is your responsibility to ensure
that you are in possession of the correct visas,
permits and certificates for your trip; please
refer to the Trip Notes for details. We are
not responsible if you are refused entry to a
country because you lack the correct passport,
visa or other travel documentation.
17. Travel insurance
Travel insurance is compulsory for all Intrepid
travellers and should be taken out at the
time of booking. Your travel insurance must
provide cover against personal accident, death,
medical expenses and emergency repatriation
with a recommended minimum coverage of
US$200,000 for each of the heads of cover. We
also strongly recommend it covers cancellation,
curtailment, personal liability and loss of luggage
and personal effects. You must provide proof
of your travel insurance on the first day of your
trip; you will not be able to join the trip without
it. If you obtain travel insurance through us you
acknowledge that you are satisfied with the level
of insurance we have arranged.
18. Flexibility
You appreciate and acknowledge that
the nature of this type of travel requires
considerable flexibility and you should allow
for alternatives. The itinerary provided for each
trip is representative of the types of activities
contemplated, but it is understood that the
route, schedules, itineraries, amenities and mode
of transport may be subject to alteration without
prior notice due to local circumstances or events.
19. Change of itinerary
While we endeavor to operate all trips as
described we reserve the right to change
the trip itinerary. Please refer to our website
before departure for the most recent updates
to your itinerary.
Before departure: If we make a major change
we will inform you as soon as reasonably
possible if there is time before departure. The
definition of a major change is deemed to be a
change affecting at least one day in five of the
itinerary. When a major change is made you
may choose between accepting the change,
obtaining a refund of money paid on the
land portion of the trip only or accepting an
alternative tour offered.
After departure: We reserve the right to
change an itinerary after departure due to
local circumstances or events outside of our
control. In such emergency circumstances
the additional cost of any necessary itinerary
alterations will be covered by you: please
refer to the Trip Notes for your trip for details
of Emergency Funds which you agree to
carry, to be used in such instances. Please
note we are not responsible for any incidental
expenses that may be incurred as a result
of the change of itinerary such as visas,
vaccinations or non-refundable flights.

20. Authority on tour
Our group trips are run by an Intrepid leader.
The decision of the group leader is final on all
matters likely to affect the safety or well-being
of any person participating in the trip. If you
fail to comply with a decision made by a group
leader, or interfere with the well-being of the
group, the group leader may order you to
leave the trip immediately, with no right of
refund. You must at all times comply with the
laws, customs, foreign exchange and drug
regulations of all countries visited, and you
also agree to travel in accordance with our
responsible travel guidelines.
21. Acceptance of risk
You acknowledge that the nature of the trip
is adventurous and participation involves a
degree of personal risk. You will be visiting
places where the political, cultural and
geographical attributes present dangers
and physical challenges greater than those
present in our daily lives. We use information
from government foreign departments and
reports from our own contacts in assessing
whether the itinerary should operate.
However it is also your own responsibility to
acquaint yourself with all possible relevant
travel information and the nature of your
itinerary. You acknowledge that your decision
to travel is made in light of consideration
of this information and you accept that you
assume the personal risks attendant upon
such travel.
22. Limitation of liability
We contract with a network of companies,
government agencies and individuals to assist
in the running of our trips as agent for these
third parties. We are not responsible for the
acts and omissions of these third parties.
To the fullest extent permitted by law:
• any liability for any loss, death, injury or
damage which you may suffer (directly or
indirectly) in connection with or arising out
of your participation in a trip, or any breach
of the Booking Conditions, is excluded;
• you release us and our officers, employees,
agents and representatives from any 		
liability and expressly waive any claims
you may have against us arising out 		
of or in connection with your participation
in a trip; and
• any condition or warranty which would 		
otherwise be implied by law into these 		
Booking Conditions (Implied Warranty), is
excluded.
To the extent an Implied Warranty cannot
be excluded, our liability in respect of the
Implied Warranty is limited to (in our absolute
discretion): (i) the provision of a similar trip to
an equivalent value; or (ii) a refund of the total
amount received by us from you in connection
with your booking.
Any claim by you is excluded to the extent
that it is for indirect or consequential loss, loss
of profits or economic loss, however it arises,
or for indirect, special, punitive or exemplary
damages.
23. Optional activities
Optional activities not included in the trip price
do not form part of the trip or this contract.
You accept that any assistance given by your
tour leader or local representative in arranging

optional activities does not render us liable for
them in any way.

24. Errors & omissions
Although we have made a concerted attempt
to verify the accuracy of statements made in our
trip documentation including brochure, website
and Trip Notes we cannot be held responsible
for any error, omission or unintentional
misrepresentation that may occur.
25. Claims & complaints
If you have a complaint about your trip
please inform your tour leader or our local
representative at the time in order that they
can attempt to rectify the matter. If satisfaction
is not reached through these means then any
further complaint should be put in writing to us
within 30 days of the end of the tour.
26. Severability
In the event that any term or condition
contained in these Booking Conditions is
unenforceable or void by operation of law or
as being against public policy or for any other
reason then such term or condition shall be
deemed to be severed from this contract or
amended accordingly only to such extent
necessary to allow all remaining terms and
conditions to survive and continue as binding.
27. Photos & marketing
You consent to us using images of you taken
during the trip for advertising and promotional
purposes in any medium we choose. You
grant us a perpetual, royalty-free, worldwide,
irrevocable licence to use such images for
publicity and promotional purposes.
28. Privacy policy
Any personal information that we collect about
you may be used for any purpose associated
with the operation of a Trip or to send you
marketing material in relation to our events
and special offers. The information may be
disclosed to our agents, service providers or
other suppliers to enable us to operate the
Trip. We will otherwise treat your details in
accordance with our privacy policy (available
for viewing on our Website).
29. Consumer protection
All money received as payment for your
holidays is immediately deposited in a
Clients’ Trust Account. The Intrepid Client
Trust Account, held in Australia, is bound by
regulation and independently audited. Your
money remains there until your holiday is
completed or the services comprising your
holiday have been paid for by us. So you can
relax and enjoy your holiday as your money is
safeguarded.
30. Applicable law
The laws of Victoria, Australia govern these
Booking Conditions to the fullest extent
allowable. Any disputes in connection with
a trip or these Booking Conditions must be
initiated in the courts of Victoria, Australia.
31. Registered address
Intrepid Travel Pty Ltd,
11-13 Spring St,
Fitzroy, VIC 3065, Australia
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How to book…
1. Availability & Information

4. Details

F or actual availability on your trip, detailed Trip Notes and useful
country information visit Intrepid’s website. We also suggest that
you subscribe to the Intrepid Express newsletter to keep up-todate with Intrepid’s news.

 efore Intrepid can confirm your booking you must advise us
B
of your passport number, date of issue and expiry, date of birth,
nationality, email address and any pre-existing medical conditions.
This information is required for operational reasons and your
documentation cannot be released without it.

2. Conditions
 lease carefully read our booking conditions on the previous
P
pages. By booking with Intrepid Travel you accept and are bound
by these conditions.

5. Final Payment

3. Booking

6. Documents

T o book your trip you need to pay a non-refundable deposit of
$250 per person. If less than 60 days prior to departure date full
payment is required.

Your documents will be released on receipt of final payment.

 ou must make your final payment no less than 60 days prior to
Y
departure – or we may consider your booking cancelled.

Travellers call: 1300 623 408
Intrepid Travel: Brisbane
291 Adelaide St
Brisbane, QLD 4000
(07) 3009 6200
brisbane@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Carlton
231 Lygon St
Carlton, VIC 3053
(03) 9949 5600
carlton@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Paddington
84 Oxford St
Paddington, NSW 2021
(02) 8354 3200
paddington@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Perth
926 Hay St
Perth, WA 6000
(08) 9422 2900
perth@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Melbourne
360 Bourke St
Melbourne, VIC 3000
(03) 8602 0500
bourke@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Hawthorn
658 Glenferrie Rd
Hawthorn, VIC 3122
(03) 9221 0400
hawthorn@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Newtown
181 King St
Newtown, NSW 2042
(02) 8020 3600
newtown@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid Travel: Head Office
PO Box 2781
Fitzroy DC, VIC 3065
Fax (03) 9419 4426

intrepidtravel.com
Licence 31232 • ABN 35 007 172 456

contact us…
Australia

USA
Travellers call:

Travellers call:

1300 623 408

Travel agents call:

1300 360 887		
Travel agents call:
sales@intrepidtravel.com

VIC:
Intrepid store Melbourne
Intrepid store Carlton
Intrepid store Hawthorn
Intrepid store Prahran

bourke.vic@intrepidretail.com
lygon.vic@intrepidretail.com
glenferrie.vic@intrepidretail.com
chapel.vic@intrepidretail.com

NSW:
Intrepid store Sydney
Intrepid store Paddington
Intrepid store Newtown

pitt.nsw@intrepidretail.com
oxford.nsw@intrepidretail.com
king.nsw@intrepidretail.com

ACT:
Intrepid store Canberra

citywalk.act@intrepidretail.com

WA:
Intrepid store Perth

hay.wa@intrepidretail.com

QLD:
Intrepid store Brisbane
Intrepid store New Farm

adelaide.qld@intrepidretail.com
james.qld@intrepidretail.com

New Zealand
Travellers call:

0800 600 610
auckland@intrepidretail.co.nz

1 800 970 7299
us@intrepidtravel.com
1 866 915 1511
usa@intrepidtravel.com

South Africa
Travellers call:

011 471 7400/6
salessa@intrepidbundu.com

Travel agents call:

011 471 7400/6
agent@intrepidbundu.com

Ireland
Travellers call:

01 524 0071
ask@intrepidtravel.com

Travel agents call:

+44 20 7354 6170
europe@intrepidtravel.com

Belgium
Travellers call:

0 15 407 520
gsa@joker.be

Travel agents call:

0 15 407 520
gsa@joker.be

Germany

Travel agents call:

0800 450 883
nz@intrepidtravel.com

Travellers call:

0 8024 474 490
kontakt@intrepidsuntrek.de

Intrepid store Auckland

09 520 0972
auckland@intrepidretail.co.nz

Travel agents call:

0 8024 474 490
kontakt@intrepidsuntrek.de

UK

Austria & Switzerland

Travellers call:

020 3147 7777
ask@intrepidtravel.com

Travellers call:

+49 8024 474 490
kontakt@intrepidsuntrek.de

Travel agents call:

020 7354 6170
uk@intrepidtravel.com

Travel agents call:

+44 20 7354 6170
europe@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid store London

020 7354 6169
islington@intrepidtravel.com

Rest of Europe

Canada
Travellers call:

1 866 360 1151
toronto@intrepidtravel.com

Travel agents call:

1 866 915 1511
can@intrepidtravel.com

Intrepid store Toronto

416 531 1332
toronto@intrepidtravel.com

intrepidtravel.com

Travellers call:

+44 20 3147 7777
ask@intrepidtravel.com

Travel agents call:

+44 20 7354 6170
europe@intrepidtravel.com

